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Peer Pressure!!

Has anyone ever asked you to do something that you don’t want to do and even when you say “no” they still ask? Have they told you how much fun it is and how corny you’ll be if you don’t do it?

This is called peer pressure. I remember a time when one of my friends was pressured into having sex with a guy that she didn’t even know. We were talking sometime afterward and I asked her how it was and if it was worth losing her virginity. She said it was OK and that it wasn’t that bad because he promised to always be with her.  At the time, I didn’t know what to say to her, so I simply said, “OK!”
Peer pressure can make us do crazy things. When someone promises us everything we want and says everything we want to hear … just to convince us to do one little thing for them … then it makes it a lot easier for us to sin. That boy promised my friend that he’d always be with her if she had sex with him and she did it.  But not even two weeks later he told her that he didn’t really like her and that he had won a bet by sleeping with her.  When she shared this with me, it would have been so easy to say, “I told you so,” but I understood the pressure that had been put upon her and I was able to be sympathetic.  Proverbs 1:10 says “If sinners entice you, don’t give into them.”
If someone wants you to help them beat someone up, or help them steal something, and they tell you that they’ll give you $100 if you do it, you must stand strong and do what is right.  Proverbs 1:15-16 says “Do not go along with them; do not set foot on their paths; for their feet rush into sin.” 
We can not follow people who try to entice us into doing something wrong or immoral with money or jewelry.  People like that are clearly walking in sin.  You’ve heard of the old saying, “misery loves company,” haven’t you?  Well, the “enticers” are involved in some kind of sinful behavior … it doesn’t matter what kind of sinful behavior.  When they are truthful with themselves, they feel bad because it seems like they’re the only ones doing whatever it is, so they try to get you to join them. They may tell you that whatever the sin is makes them feel good but, in reality, it often makes them feel depressed and lonely, and they don’t want to be alone in their loneliness. I Corinthians 15:33 says “Do not be misled, bad company corrupts good character.”   If we allow them to, people can turn us from walking the straight and narrow path which leads to God, into someone that nobody wants to be around. 
Titus 2:7 says “In everything set them an example by doing what is good.” It is our job to set an example for others and get them to know that what they’re doing is bad and that it will only take then farther and farther away from God.  If those who are walking in sin see us being consistently strong and not feeding into sinful behavior, we will find that a good number of them will decide to imitate us instead of continuing to walk down a sinful path. Despite temptation, we are called to not only set a good example for others, but to also help uplift those who are easily led by some “sweet talk” or those who become intrigued by promises of worldly gain.
The devil uses peer pressure in a way that deceives us into doing something that, at first glance, may look perfectly okay.  But, if we take the time to truly look at it and think about it, we will be able to conclude that it is very wrong for us.  Have you ever been on the left side of someone and tapped their right shoulder?  What do they do?  They look to the right and no one’s there! Well the devil can do this too. He will make that sinful thing seem so right that we can’t even conceive that any satanic work going on and, if it is, it must surely be very far from you.   But, my friend, quite often he is really right behind you. He is really pressuring you, usually through someone you know, into doing something that you know isn’t right … but he sure knows how to make it sound so good.  I John 3:7 says “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as God is righteous.”
We must not let people lead us away from God but, rather, be an example and lead other people to God.  BE ENCOURAGED!! 
Sabrina 

Teen Captain of “The V Club” A.K.A Virgin Club and Proud of it!! Remaing Pure in Christ. 

Visit me at: myspace.com/yungbreeze

