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“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.” ~Jesus Christ

(Matthew 24:35-36)

“When they were bringing out the money which had been brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the LORD given by Moses.  Hilkiah responded and said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.  Then Shaphan brought the book to the king and reported further word to the king,…Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, "Hilkiah the priest gave me a book." And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. When the king heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes. Then the king commanded Hilkiah…"Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book which has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD which is poured out on us because our fathers have not observed the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book."”
(II Chronicles 34:14-21)
“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill “

(Matthew 5:17)

My fellow Christian Americans, 

     Today’s political landscape is as divided as it ever has been in the history of these United States of America.  Our country, although never a defined Christian nation in doctrine, was founded in principle under the teachings of Christianity and biblical morality and law.  Even the concept of separation of church and state is Christian in nature, for Christ Himself said when the Pharisees tried to trap him in his words regarding Caesar: “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? “Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's" (Matthew 22:18-22).  America today is, for the most part, based on a two party system.  On one side we have the Republican Party, the other side, the Democratic Party.  Both sides of the political isle are secular, each equally tainted in Sin.  Making a choice for either party in this day and age may feel like choosing between a Pharisee and a Temple Prostitute!  How is a Christian to choose a leader in a secular land and yet still honor our Lord Jesus Christ?  While trying to answer this burning question, my primary resource was and is the Christian Bible.  Like Hilkiah when he rediscovered the word of the Lord in an age when it was all but forgotten, the Bible is the key to our future and there is no better time to rediscover it then now! 
     Before we begin our discussion, I want to affirm that the bible states it is our Christian duty to follow and obey with respect any leader placed before us!  The Apostle Peter tells us, “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.  Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.” (I Peter 2:13-17).  God uses, as is His divine right, all leaders for His purposes and will.  All situations that confront our leaders are of God Himself.  Solomon, the last of the unified kings of Israel knew this all too well when he stated, “The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes” (Proverbs 21:1).  God appoints leaders according to His will, despite whether we agree with their policy or not! To disrespect a leader is to mock God Himself for placing them there.  Beware of this my friends, the bible says, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows this he will also reap”!!! (Galatians 6:7)
     To begin rediscovering how a Christian is to choose a leader in a secular land, let us first subdivide what characteristics God has stated He approves of, and those He disapproves of in regards to leadership…
     One of the first ways God asks man to evaluate a leader, or potential leader is by avoiding outward appearance when he said, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (I Samuel 16:7).  A very powerful evaluation tool is observing what a candidate says when giving public addresses, and what they commit themselves to in the process.  Jesus addressed this up front when he stated, “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.' But I say to you, make no oath at all… But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; anything beyond these is of evil (Matthew 5:33-34, 37).  One cautionary piece of advice Paul gives us is not to look down on the younger man for roles of leadership. Paul writes to Timothy saying, “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe”(I Timothy 4:12). Another list the Lord hands down to us in which we can evaluate a person’s character was His beatitudes: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:13-12).   Finally, but not to be limited to in completeness of examples, Jesus himself had to deal with his own disciples contending for the highest position among them. The situation was thus, as stated in the gospel of Luke: “And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.' But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant. For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves” (Luke 22:24-27).  In this final example Jesus gives us the ultimate characteristic of a leader: that of a servant!  By Jesus’ own example, the greater man is the servant of others.  My brothers and sisters in Christ, if we find the servant, we will find the leader!
     Next we must consider the behavior and characteristics that the Lord has warned us to avoid in ourselves, and those whom might lead us…or lead us astray!  Right off the bat, the Lord reminds us of what happened in Eden when our first leader, Adam, went astray! “You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes” (Deuteronomy 12:8).  Building on this statement, God calls our leaders to think about this question, “Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? (Luke 6:46).  Then almost in contradiction to the beatitudes, the Lord sets down for us the eight great woes of which deceitful men practice.  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites[:] 1)because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 2)…because you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation. 3) …because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte [a convert]; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 4)…who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple is obligated. You fools and blind men! Which is more important, the gold or the temple that sanctified the gold?…And whoever swears by the temple, swears both by the temple and by Him who dwells within it. And whoever swears by heaven, swears both by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon it.  5)…For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  6)…For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.  7)…For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  8)…For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? (Matthew 23:13-33).  This list, when compared to the actions and behaviors of our leaders, is rather frightening and something to pray for daily.  Always remember, my brothers and sisters in Christ, although our leaders may be imperfect, they are still placed by the Lord Himself and should always be respected!  That being said, the list has just begun.  God gives us a list of behaviors that are unacceptable to Him and to be avoided in His servants.  “For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these” (II Timothy 3:2-5).  Lastly, one topic mentioned over and over in scripture which is often seen is pride in one’s intelligence or I.Q.  The Lord specifically says, “Let no man deceive himself if any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God” (I Corinthians 3:18-19).  
     As Christians, we fully believe Jesus when he stated that, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32).  This is very important when evaluating a candidate for election, especially one who professes to be a Christian.  We are clearly warned that pluralism is against the will of our Holy Righteous True God.  Jesus states, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).  As Christians, this is the heart of our faith! As it says in scripture, “but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness”(I Corinthians 1:23). With all this in mind, I offer an a last important characteristic to watch out for.  Paul when writing to Timothy offers a warning saying, “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many grief’s” (I Timothy 6:3-10).  He goes on again to say to the church at Galatia, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Galatians 1:8-9).  These are very powerful messages passed down to us, especially to the United States of America, a.k.a. ‘The Melting Pot’!  In this situation we have to evaluate and vote where our first priority lays, with Jesus Christ, or with the idea of a pluralistic society where all faiths are equal, even no faith at all.  I would now like to offer one last sad warning from scripture taken from the second letter to the church at Corinth by the apostle Paul.  Paul states, “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully…For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds” (II Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-15).

     So far in our discussion we have seen some of the characteristics God sees as good and bad as stated in scripture, and how to apply biblical principles to American politics.  Now let us move on to see how the differences with which God has given us and our leaders, provide us with strength, wisdom, understanding, and furthers our love for one another! We will also look at the state of the church today and discuss how to accomplish unity using our different gifts and ideas.  Let’s begin with Paul’s letter to the Roman church.  Paul was quick to affirm that like-mindedness is not always a virtue, as it is not always a virtue in our leadership candidates today.  He teaches that God has given each of them individual gifts in which to serve, which is our ultimate purpose here on earth.  He states, “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good” (Romans 12:6-9).  Paul goes on to say in another letter to the church at Ephesus, “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-15).  You see, Paul understood that Christianity was about service and love, not position and gain.  Christians are uniters, not dividers!  It is amazing how divided Christianity in the 21st century is within itself!!!  Paul urged the Roman church, just after explaining that having different talents was a blessing from the Lord, to be united in their love of our Lord Jesus saying, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:4-6).  The apostle tells us “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us” (II Corinthians 5:20).  This truly is an awesome responsibility and should be taken as the highest priority in life!  This is also unfortunate about the state of the church today; that it is so divided and fragmented our Christian voice is barely heard!  Unity is what the 21st century Christian church needs.  Don’t be fooled, the world will not like the words written on these pages, in fact it will be in direct conflict with their worldview!  Don’t let this worry you my Christian brother and sister, take comfort in the truth that this was all foreseen, all ordered by the Lord Himself.  Paul told us of all of this in his letter to the church at Corinth when he wrote, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (I Corinthians 1:18-25).  
     In conclusion, how do we as Christians choose leaders in a secular land and yet still honor our Lord Jesus Christ?  What is the answer?  Is it better to choose a Pharisaical Republican who thinks he is righteous because he is pro-life yet ironically would go to war over money, oil, and greed, killing the environment in the process?  Or is it better to choose a Temple Prostitute Democrat who thinks he is righteous because he values the environment and civil rights, yet is willing to murder unborn infants as a means of birth control?  I see three considerations at the end of this discussion. First, to choose Jesus Christ as our Savior AND Lord!  Many people today who call themselves Christians love the idea of Jesus paying for their sins, but don’t mention or acknowledge the fact they don’t mind breaking His Holy Law as our King!  Granted, our deeds are not our means of our salvation, even after we are saved as some like to believe.  It is by Grace we are saved, and by Grace we are maintained and preserved for glorification!  Fore Grace and Faith are the root of salvation, but obedience, service, and love are the fruit of salvation!!!  Secondly, the scriptures tell us what we need to know about electing leaders. For each prospective candidate, a balance must be weighed on how they stand on each and every issue, as well as giving consideration for their history of leadership in the past.  The poorest way to choose a political candidate is to decide based solely on which political party they belong to!  We must enable a decision making process using God’s standards, as the scale, not ours!  Thirdly, when choosing a modern leader in any election, small or great, one must know and fully understand two things: A: ““as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE. THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING, THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS; WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS; THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN. THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES”” (Romans 3:10-18); And B: the Holy Spirit will guide us in the decisions we must make according to the will of the Lord (not ours)!  This is told to us through several verses of scripture saying, ““If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you” (John 14:15-17)  and again, “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.' When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning”.  (John 15:24-27).  With the knowledge of these two key points, great comfort and peace can be with a Christian while casting a ballot for a leader, or even serving under a non-elected leader.  Christians have the knowledge that the Lord, our Lord, is in full control, and we don’t have to be. Take great comfort in that!  
     In final thought,  the Lord left us with this message as to obeying His way: "So you shall observe to do just as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to the left.  You shall walk in all the way which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you will possess” (Deuteronomy 5:32-33)  Which command Lord?  “And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”  
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