What do you think of submission?  What is your meaning of it?

In the Webster dictionary:  the condition of being submissive, humble, or compliant: an act of submitting to the authority or control of another

Submit- 1 a: to yield oneself to the authority or will of another: surrender b: to permit oneself to be subjected to something 2: to defer to or consent to abide by the opinion or authority of another

Whom do you submit to:  if you do at all?  Who do you answer to?  Whom do you go to for guidance?  Who has the final say in all of you? Whom do you follow?  No matter what the circumstance, the emotions at hand and the outcome to come do you seek to model?  Whom in your life do you give honor and respect?  Whose opinion would you follow thru with?  What makes their opinion have substance which determines your actions?   

I had to ask myself these questions at one point in my life and most everyday there after.  

I was in charge of my life; I answered to myself and did as I pleased.  No one taught me how to be a woman, wife and or mother after God’s own heart.  My mother did the best she could with the knowledge she had.   She was everything the world deem her to be a “good mother”, but she was not a godly woman.  

I grew up strong willed, determined, controlling, independent and very opinionated.  My husband had no idea what he was getting himself into when he met me.  I had my life under my control and I was not keen to change. 

As my husband and I continued with our relationship, I became difficult to live with.  I had certain expectations (some that I’m ashamed to admit) if he didn’t comply, it created a problem.  As per his words “Nothing I do is good enough for you”.  He tried everything and anything to please me.  

I made a mess of my life.  I became overbearing, manipulative, prideful, and negligent to my children.  My marriage completely fell apart and my children were a witness to it all.  I did not provide a peaceful home for my family; and my husband and I were at our lowest.  I was heading down a miserable direction and after everything was said and done, I understand, NOW, why my husband chose to leave. The Lord revealed so much that I grieved, not for myself but for my children and my husband.  I contributed to unnecessary grief with, instability, an unsafe home, unpredictable actions and the consequence there after.   

I reached my bottom and I was ashamed of myself.  

Submission was a word (action) I did not contemplate.  Why would I?  Until one night (a night I was consumed with heartbreak). Lamentations 1:20: (Amplified)
20Behold, O Lord, how distressed I am! My vital parts (emotions) are in tumult and are deeply disturbed; my heart cannot rest and is violently agitated within me, for I have grievously rebelled. I did what I never imagine doing. I submitted to the Lord (I surrender it all). James 4:7: Submit yourselves therefore to God…

I gave it up to God, relied not on my own knowledge and/or understanding and decided to turn over my mess to him.  The best decision I ever made in my life was to give him the control.  

Romans 7:5-8: Amplified
5When we were living in the flesh (mere physical lives), the sinful passions that were awakened and aroused up by [what] the Law [makes sin] were constantly operating in our natural powers (in our bodily organs, [a]in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh), so that we bore fruit for death. 

    6But now we are discharged from the Law and have terminated all intercourse with it, having died to what once restrained and held us captive. So now we serve not under [obedience to] the old code of written regulations, but [under obedience to the promptings] of the Spirit in newness [of life].

Praise the lord, for I can not thank him enough.  Psalm 100:4:   4Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Psalm 30:10-12:

   10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper. 

   11Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; 

   12To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.

With it came trust, in which I had none for no one other than myself.  I put my trust in Lord (the Almighty God).  Psalm 62:8:   8Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us.  Trusting him with my life, believing who He is I sought out his direction, guidance & wisdom. 

Proverbs 4:7:

   7Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding

Proverbs 3:6:

   6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Isaiah 55:8:

   8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 29:11:

   11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Proverbs 16:9:

   9A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.

Jeremiah 10:23-24:

   23O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.

I prayed for strength in obedience and the ability to submit to the will of God, no matter what the cost.

James 1:22-25: (Amplified) 
22But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth]. 

    23For if anyone only listens to the Word without obeying it and being a doer of it, he is like a man who looks carefully at his [own] natural face in a mirror; 

    24For he thoughtfully observes himself, and then goes off and promptly forgets what he was like. 

    25But he who looks carefully into the faultless law, the [law] of liberty, and is faithful to it and perseveres in looking into it, being not a heedless listener who forgets but an active doer [who obeys], he shall be blessed in his doing (his life of obedience).

He revealed that I did not belong to myself, that I was not my own boss; I belonged to him. 

1 Corinthians 6:20:

   20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

He showed me (in his Word) to be a godly woman, wife, mother and a child of the almighty God (my father).  To leave all my worries in his hands and fret not. Matthew 6:34:
34So do not worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries and anxieties of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. To love him unconditionally and diligently pursue him.  Lamentations 3:25:   25The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.

I lost myself in him and walked in faith, trusted in the truth of his Word, regardless of myself, what I wanted or my feelings.   He is faithful! 

Psalm 30:5:

   5For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

I endure the course he has laid out for me. Hebrews 12   1Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,   For that was my way of showing obedience and love towards him, to adhere to his chastening and keep his commandments.

Chasten -  1: to correct by punishment or suffering : discipline; also : purify2 a: to prune (as a work or style of art) of excess, pretense, or falsity : refine b: to cause to be more humble or restrained

Hebrews 12:5-11

   … My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 

   6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

   7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 

   8But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

   9Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 

   10For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 

   11Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

When I was contemplating divorce due to adultery and conception of a child (not mine) the Lord brought me to this scripture. 

1 Corinthians 7:13:13And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him.

Matthew 19:8:    8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.

I had to see it through and trust neither what I could see nor my feelings in the matter but to trust on the unseen and hope for the unimaginable.  

Hebrews 11:1:   1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Submitting to the Lord wasn’t easy. In my head I was going to do it God’s way but my heart insisted on doing it my way.  I went into much prayer; much prayer and I submersed myself in the word of God.  The more I sought him the more the Lord, made himself known.  Matthew 13:12:12Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance… 

Three years later, my husband and I are still together, deeply in love with each other, with my step daughter in our lives.  God has blessed us with a total of five children and my husband has come to know the saving knowledge of Christ.   

The instructions to my life are in the WORD of God (the Bible).  The Lord Almighty thru & his strength I choose to submit to. 

