Forgiving

Forgiving is difficult to do on your own.  You need the Lord to accomplish this. Mark 10:27:   “And Jesus looking upon them saith, with men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.” You have to accept His forgiveness and experience His mercy before you are able to forgive some one else.  In doing so you won’t be consumed by what someone else has done to you but, rather, what you have done. Once you see the wrong in you, you are quickly convicted and desperately in need of His forgiveness and mercy. 
“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.” Psalm 51:1-3
You ask that He reveals the wrong in you and ask that you be cleansed. “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me” Psalm 51:10.  You realize that, whatever any one has done against you, it holds no weight to what you have done against God.  “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight” Psalm 51:4.  When the Lord exposes you, you become painfully aware that you are condemned. “Well aware that such a person has utterly changed (is perverted and corrupted); he goes on sinning [though he] is convicted of guilt and self-condemned” Titus 3:11: (Amplified). You have sinned all along.  So before you stay in a place of UN forgiveness and point fingers look at yourself and ask Him to bring forth what you have done? “Why do you stare from without at the very small particle that is in your brother's eye but do not become aware of and consider the beam of timber that is in your own eye?” Matthew 7:3: (Amplified) 
I had to forgive myself for the acts that I committed. I had to be truthful at ALL times in order to be forgiven.  I couldn’t withhold information just because I didn’t want to expose myself.  I didn’t want to admit to any shame. By lying, I was making a fool of my husband, insulting his way of thinking (his intelligence) his abilities to forgive and move forward.  I had to confess my faults to my husband as well on to the Lord.  

Proverbs 28:13:   13He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. James 5:16:   16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
I knew if I kept my own dirty deeds to my self, it would reveal itself later in a worst way.  I wouldn’t (just) be asking him to forgive my actions but I would have to ask for forgiveness for lying.  This in my opinion is worse!  Because he may have been willing to forgive me for previous act but now I’m asking him to forgive my lying.  He has to (again) establish a sense of trust and security with in my words; which is hard to do when I have lied.  Without having a strong, faith, based relationship with God, you will struggle.   

 Don’t think that you are good and can do no wrong.  “And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God” Mark 10:18.  Don’t behave in a prideful manner.  “The proud and haughty man scorner is his name, who deals and acts with overbearing pride” Proverbs 21:24.  When you experience His undeserving favor, you are commanded to forgive and love, just as GOD forgave and loved us.  “And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother also” 1 John 4:21.  Don’t stay angry; stand strong in your faith in the Lord (for you will have much gain). “Who is a God like You, Who forgives iniquity and passes over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retains not His anger forever, because He delights in mercy and loving-kindness” Micah 7:18.   “O you simple and thoughtless ones, understand prudence; you [self-confident] fools, be of an understanding heart Proverbs 8:5 (Amplified).   “By your endurance you will gain your lives” Luke 21:19: (NASB)   “But godliness with contentment is great gain” 1 Timothy 6:6.

Your flesh is going to fight the spirit.  “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not” Romans 7:18. Why would you want to forgive someone who broke your heart and made you look like a fool?  Why?  You ask yourself, “Why is this happening to me?” Why not seek justice, revenge?  You think it would make you feel better.  Believe me, it doesn’t!  The Lord doesn’t need your help to seek vengeance. He commands you not too take action.  He alone will take care of it all.  “But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause” Jeremiah 20:12.  “For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people” Hebrews 10:30.  “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” Romans 12:19. “For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance” Proverbs 6:34.

When my husband decided that he wanted to make amends with me after being with another woman he did ask me directly if I was with another man.  I should have rubbed his nose in it.  But I didn’t I was afraid, not of him but of what might happened.  I was thankful he was back in my life.  I thanked the Lord for returning him.   I too had to fess up if I wanted to have a relationship with him. I was afraid of loosing him, so I lied.  He didn’t buy it but he also didn’t insist on it.  He let it go.  

The next day I diligently wrote him a letter telling him the truth.  I had too, the Lord was pressing down on me (the Holy Spirit nudged me continually).  How could I expect for us to move forward when I was withholding information that could destroy us.  I had to trust the Lord and not be afraid.  The Lord stands by his words.  He is truth.  My husband read the letter while I was waiting on the side.  I was nervous but at the same time I had peace.  I knew that no matter what happened it would all be ok. He had a plan for us and I wanted to see it through no matter what.  It was difficult for him to read the letter; he went through all the expected emotions. 
It may sound crazy but the whole scenario was great!  To feel so alive (full of emotions); feeling, feelings that are so intense, it questioned and made me think of my purpose in this life. I was not dead, I was alive to love and be loved, to cry and laugh, to truly feel my heart beat.  No matter what the enemy threw at me, I rested assured, as long as I put my trust in God with all of my heart and sought all of his ways, he promised to direct my path (steps) I already had victory.  It’s his will not mine and he works for my good according to his will for my life. Because I know that I love him. I LOVE HIM!  I learned not to pray towards my satisfaction and learned to accept his answer.   Always be truthful no matter how ugly and dirty the truth is.  God is everything and can do everything.  

The world is full of sinful behavior.  “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward” Isaiah 1:4.  It is only when you do the opposite of what the world expects or deems correct that you are able to walk with Him.  Immerse yourself in Him, and He will see you through to fruition.  “Only I can tell you the future before it even happens. Everything I plan will come to pass, for I do whatever I wish Isaiah 46:10 (NLT).
Having been forgiven and forgiving someone doesn’t mean sin won’t surface again.  You will need to forgive as many times you are asked.  “And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him” Luke 17:4.

I forgave my husband before he even asked.  For the first time in my life I saw him in a different way (as a child, like myself).  Needing the Lord’s forgiveness for our foolish and sinful ways.  We are equal to each other, the lord has no respecters of person (he doesn’t pick and choose who he loves) but we do.   If God forgives us! Why couldn’t I forgive my husband for his adultery?  So why should I be afraid of his reaction to mine.  I left it all in the Lords hands.  I was set free.  “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed John 8:36.  God started the process of healing and began the work inside of me.   “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6. 
My husband and I came in to our relationship stained, full of everything wrong.   But we came clean with each other.  God showed us how to forgive and we are currently learning how to truly love.  He allowed us to feel pain so that we could be open to his way (teaching), to rely on him.  Three years later my husband and I are still together. PRAISE THE LORD.  I thank GOD everyday for my life.  For what I have experienced with no regrets, I would have it no other way. I have grown tremendously; he has revealed so much I’m in constant state of amazement, I am so utterly grateful that he showed me interest.   Every day I seek to be more like him.  With much prayer God teaches me the way.  Forgiving is a choice you make, but God provides the power to initiate. 

