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Question: “What are the 3 most valuable gifts that God could ever give a man?”

Answer: First – His Son Jesus, our Christ / Second – His Grace / Third – His Wisdom

Reason: Grace gives us the opportunity to obtain salvation through His son Jesus Christ (our redeemer) by opening our hearts to His Truth; and Wisdom will guide our understanding, which will in turn direct the choices we make! 

    God’s divine providence and our human free will work out together in that the choices that are set before us, indeed all the circumstances we ever face in our entire lives, are given to us by God.  A God, who, in His infinite wisdom and grace, gives us the choice to choose between the sides of any given circumstance.  We, as Christians, are free to choose what we want in any situation, which is our gift from God because of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Don’t be fooled by the fact that the choices we make, and the circumstances we face, are not hidden or new to the Lord!  Always remember: He placed us in that situation in the first place! 

     In any of our given circumstances from God, we have options, some will honor God, some will not.  The choices we make that honor God will bring on us His blessings.  The choices we make that do not honor God will bring on us His punishment/wrath!  Either way, the choice is ours to make, but the circumstances were always His.  It is His divine right to order all things that He created.  He is not surprised by anything we do!  God already knows what the outcome will be in every decision every human makes in every circumstance He provided for them!!!  How awesome and complicated is that thought, but true nonetheless!  Throughout human history, men have had choices. Choices which either led to their glory or destruction.  God gave them that freedom.  As men were making their choices, the Divine Will of God was being carried out all the while.  This was possible because those choices that men were making were indeed divinely provident choices!!! 

     This is also where evil, sin, and Satan come into play.  First, let us consider Satan.  Did you ever wonder what kind of creature Satan is and why he is the way he is?  Satan was not only able to rebel against God, but he has led so many into sin and damnation with his lies.  We may never know the answer for sure this side of heaven, but I beg that you consider this thought: If Satan, being an angel, a created being, was purposely created with only one of the three most valuable gifts of God (given wisdom/intelligence (#3) but not Grace (#2) or Salvation in Christ (#1)) that would inevitably have allowed him to choose to be able to stray and eventually rebel against God. With his eyes closed to the Righteous Divine Holiness of God, he could be filled with pride in himself and his own efforts in all things.  He, in essence, would believe in all that he could fully grasp, namely himself, for all things.  In turn, he would want as many creatures as he could to be this way too, feeling that it is the way to be!  Yet, by this falling away, which was intended from the beginning, a creature capable of dishonoring God to the extent that Satan has would be created and could be used to tempt men in their fortitude of faith as a test of God (due to the fact that we had a choice as to whether or not to worship the Lord).  In the bigger picture, whichever name (Sin, Satan, Evil) you want to ascribe to sin, it is pushing us toward the choice that is farthest away from honoring God.  This sin is very powerful and very tempting and should not be underestimated. This is what led to the fall of our first parents and the sinful state all mankind is born into, i.e. “The Great Lie”.  It had nothing to do with an apple, it had everything to do with believing that we did not need God, that we could do it ourselves (a choice)!  This choice to believe Satan and trust in ourselves was the fall of mankind.  This fall, this state of gracelessness, is passed down to all humankind since Adam and Eve.  This fall made all mankind a slave to sin, born with intelligence but lacking God’s Grace to His Righteous Divine Holiness.
     Please do not forget though, God ordered all this!  Sin is not on the same level as God, and Sin certainly is not involved with God in any way.  God has providence over sin in that he uses it for His purposes.  The tragic thing about Satan is that he is so prideful that he does not even know he is being used for God’s good will in the cosmic scheme of divine providence.  He actually thinks that he is at war with God!!!  This is not the case!  God could erase Satan from existence in an instant if it were not His will that he exist.  God is using Satan and sin to test our character and fortitude in honoring Him as Lord!  This is why God tests us.  Remember, it is our choice as Christians to honor or dishonor Him (but the choices that men make are divinely provident choices set before us by God Himself).

     It is very important to know how Jesus Christ and Christianity fit into all of this, and why only Christians (and not all men) are fully able to honor or dishonor God.  This is the most important question of all!  As for the answer, well, that takes another gift (#2) from God…Grace.  Grace is not a choice we make one way or the other; Grace is a free gift from God which opens our hearts to the most valuable gift He ever gave anyone…His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our savior!  First, we must have this most precious Gift of Grace given to us, without that gift… No possible Faith in Jesus Christ, no rebirth in Christ, no forgiveness of our sinful state through Christ, no means of redemption to God the Father by Christ…NO CHRISTIANITY!   We all remain sons of Adam, separated from God by sin for eternity!!! 

    One thing you must understand, this “Lie” is the condition that we as human offspring to Adam and Eve are born into.  We have intelligence at birth, but we are born without Grace and are spiritually dead!  This is why non-Christians are not able to have a true free will (as Adam had orginally and Christians have now).  Without Grace to open their hearts to the truth of God in Jesus Christ, men will inevitably choose to honor themselves and continue the cycle that Satan started and which Adam fell from!!!  This is the reason why God became man.  This is the reason we need a savior:  Jesus Christ.  We are not just believing the “Great Lie”, we are living it until we receive the gift of Grace, the very thing that Satan never had, and gain the ability to choose to worship God through Faith in Jesus Christ who broke the cycle for us!  A Christian can not blame a non-believer for not having Faith without being given Grace first to open their eyes to the Righteous Divine Holiness of God.  A new birth must take place which is a transformation that begins with the gift of Grace.  This does not mean we, as Christians, are not to evangelize to non-believers!  In fact, it is the opposite,  we are commanded to evangelize by Jesus Christ Himself when He said “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation (Mark 16:15).  This command does not say go into all the world and save all creation!!!  We are to plant the seeds, it is God who will water with the gift of Grace to those whom He chooses!!!

     Once blessed with the gift of Grace, and we see and understand the Righteous Divine Holiness of God, it is inevitable that we will choose to have Faith in Jesus Christ… because we will want to!!!  If God, in His infinite wisdom, chooses to not bestow Grace on any individual, who are we to blame that individual, for Faith was not one of the choices set before them by God.  We can though, hate the sin itself because it goes against our Righteous Holy God.  As Christians, we are commanded to love the sinner, pray for them, and share the good news with the world!  This command is not limited to anyone: terrorist, Nazi, Pagan, Muslim, Buddest, Hindu, even Satan himself.  All are lost without Jesus Christ.  Also, all who are lost do not have that precious gift…God’s Grace.   Jesus himself said it best when he said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).  Who can come to Jesus without Grace?  No one, no not one!  Paul said to the Ephesians “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast”.  
     Once given God’s Grace, we have the option to believe what our hearts are now telling us is true about Jesus Christ.  Please remember though, this is not a one sided battle; sin is working all the time to test our fortitude in this matter against the Grace of God and the Truth of Jesus Christ!!!  As I have said before, as Christians the choice is ours!  

     If given the gift of God’s Grace, and if we choose to have faith in Jesus Christ for our salvation, we are rewarded with the promise of eternal life and redemption which then begins the Christian experience here on earth.  As Christians, we also then receive another gift from God…the Holy Spirit, which will indwell us to be our guide and teacher against sin and the world!!!  Please don’t think in a foolish way though that the Christian life will be a life of simple ease and pleasure!  We are still making choices in situations that God puts before us!!!  We will still be punished if we choose poorly, but now, thanks be to God through Jesus Christ, our ultimate end is secure in that as New Children of Christ (and not Adam) we will have Righteousness through HIM, no matter how close it is in the end due to our choices on earth!!!  Just remember, sanctification (or the process of becoming Christ-like and shedding the ‘Old-Man’) will be much smoother and less painful here on earth if we listen to our new Guide (the Holy Spirit) and choose to Honor God in ALL things!!!  So as Christians, we are commanded to evangelize to the world and love our neighbor as ourselves…despite whom our neighbor may be!  Remember God is in control of who receives Grace or does not receive Grace!!! God sets before us all the possible choices we are to choose from!!! All we can do is pray for the lost and in all things….TRUST & HONOR GOD!
     This now brings us to a last question: How do I know if what I am choosing is proper in serving the Lord God and not sin pushing me away from Him?  (three revealed ways):  First, by what our own conscious tells us is right before the Lord.  The law of God is written on ALL men’s hearts…but we must choose accordingly!  Along with this, the Holy Spirit will be with all Christians to comfort, guide, and teach us how to be like Christ in our life!!!.  Second, Christians are “Christ’s ambassadors”! Evaluate every situation as looking at it from the standpoint of “Am I representing Christ in this situation?”.  And third, Jesus gave us clear direction on this, are we keeping his commandments? (i.e. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15); also “And He said to him, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.” This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40)).[image: image1.png]



