Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 
Self-Affliction
This is one of the most utilized, yet least understood, tricks of the enemy. Self-affliction … causes undo harm to one’s self. The kind of harm I’m talking about here is not physical (although that can be an issue as well) but, rather, emotional and psychological.   You may be wondering, “Why would any one knowingly harm them self?” 
We know what is right according to the Word of God.  Each of us makes a determination within our self about what God has promised us.  But some of us determine that we are not worthy to receive. Some of us live under a constant shadow of pain and hurt. These brothers and sisters are never able to walk in the joy and peace God promised them. They are locked in their own self-imposed prison. They are unable to gain ground because of their self-defeatist attitude. They are constantly thinking about what they did wrong and about what is wrong in their life. They are afflicted everyday because of who they perceive themselves to be. The Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1. 

Romans 8:1 says “there is no condemnation” so why are we so quick to punish ourselves? Why can’t we accept the Word of God for our life? Why, Saints, are we still condemning ourselves to live in defeat, discouragement, and disillusionment? I can not tell you how many people I have met who are still reliving, everyday, the unfortunate choices they made in the past. They are still talking about the mistakes made in their failed marriages; the hurt they caused people; the painful incidents they experienced children. They are unable to accept the healing of God because they don’t feel like they deserve such blessed healing. Instead, they relive the pain, hurt, and sadness over and over again. They have decided for God that they are just not good enough. I can count the times I have seen a true smile adorning their faces. They are never able to fully enjoy life because they always carry around with them the idea that they are not good enough. 

Here’s the problem … the enemy has mentally captured these brothers and sisters.  How does he do it?  When our brothers and sisters fail to apply the Word of God in their lives because they believe only certain scriptural truths apply to them, they open a door for the enemy. They falsely believe they are not strong enough, not worthy enough, and/or not the right person for the job. The Word of God says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. We are new creations, made in the image of God, but some us never walk according to this truth. The enemy uses a tool called self-defeatism to use our own negative thinking against us. Many don’t know who they are in Christ nor do they truly believe that, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.  If God cleanses us and chooses not to remember our sins any more, who are we to continue to persecute ourselves? Many of us confess, but we don’t repent. Remember, to repent is to change the behavior. If you continue to confess but are still engaging in the original sin then true repentance has not taken place. 
I feel for my brothers and sisters in the Lord who are in this situation.  Sometimes I feel they ought to know better … especially the seasoned Saints. But even though many may be seasoned (i.e., known the Lord a long time) they have never fully understood what their relationship was all about. Saints, if we know God then we would believe His Word for our lives. Please, in the Name of Jesus Christ, let’s stop living under the shadow of defeat, discouragement, and disillusion. Take the Word of God and begin to apply it to your life.
God said, “blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is the man whom you choose and cause to come near, that he may dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.” Psalms 65:4 (Amplified Version). Blessed is the man (happy) not sad and defeated, not afflicted but happy. Saints, God chose you, I say again, God chose you! God looked down upon you and chose you to come out of the darkness of this place to have communion with Him, to join Him in His marvelous light. God chose you!  You are more.  Stop this self-affliction. God wants you to be happy and receive the fat of the land. You deserve someone to love you; you deserve that job, that home, that man or woman. You deserve it because God chose to give it to you. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

It is for Me

Many of you’ve heard the lyrics, “What God has for me, it is for me.” I was singing that song the other day and it hit me hard. I began to think about those people who’ve had to listen to negative words thrown at them all their lives, men and women, who have never heard a kind or encouraging word. 

What God has for you … it is for you. It doesn’t matter what your parents said “would never happen” for you. It doesn’t matter what your teacher said you “could not possibly do.”  What God has for you … it is for you! The Lord said to Jeremiah, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5. Before Jeremiah was, God had already planned and purposed him to do something extraordinary. Before he was even formed, God knew him. Do you think those words were just meant for Jeremiah?  Think again, my brothers and sisters!  Before we were formed, God knew us … each and every one of us!  Now, listen Saints, please know and understand that while God definitely has a plan for each of us, we sometimes misunderstand, take a little detour, or just plain ignore God’s plan BUT, nevertheless, His “will” will be done. Jeremiah may have had his own plans for his life; he may even have heard his parents plan for his life. But God! God had already determined he would be a prophet.  Jeremiah was to be God’s man to speak a word to the Children of Israel.  The words Jeremiah spoke sometimes caused them to physically retaliate against him sometimes BUT, nevertheless, God called Jeremiah to do the work set for him to do. 

People will not always understand your walk. You may not always understand. Each of us has a different walk; each of us is assigned a different road, but they all lead to one place … God. Each road is set to accomplish the same thing … the will of God for all men. Some will look at you and the road you have to travel and dare to say, “God didn’t call you to do this or that!” They will ridicule you for doing what you have heard from the Lord. They will criticize you and call you crazy. The reason, you ask?  All they see is who you used to be and they can not accept who you are in God. They see the person they used to hang out with, the sister they partied with, the brother they hung out with drinking and picking up woman. They see yesterday, and do not understand you are in today. This is why it is essential for you to stay grounded in the Lord. Many won’t understand and they will come against you.  But the Word of God says, “Greater is he that is in you then he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4. We have overcome and the Word of God is our strength. What God has for you … it is for you!

It doesn’t matter what people say about you or how they ridicule you for doing what God has called you to do. Jesus said, “in the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 (b). Jesus has overcome the world and we are in Him, so we to have the power to overcome. What God has for you … it is for you! There is nothing that can truly hinder you from fully doing what God has called and purposed for your life but you. Sometimes we are our worst enemy. When we look in the mirror, some of us still see the addict, the thief, the prostitute, the liar, the cheat, the fornicator, the adulterer, the ‘player’ or the alcoholic.  We see what we were before we came to God. But, when God looks at us He sees, the winner, the conqueror, the royal priesthood, the victorious one, the comforter, He sees Jesus in us! God sees the child He created to do wondrous works in His Name. God sees us as we were created to be. So, it doesn’t matter what others may see; it doesn’t matter what we sometimes see ourselves when we peer in a mirror that does not reflect the love and will of God. What God sees is most important and takes precedence over all. What God has for you, please believe me ... it is for you!
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Check the Love

I was thinking the other day about the love of God. John 3:16 captures this love in its entirety and genuineness. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Spoken between Jesus and Nicodemus, this private teaching is one used today to evangelize the world!

God sent His Son to earth, to take on sin, “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many;” Hebrews 9:28. He bore the sins of the world upon Him. He took my sins, your sins and bore them to pay the penalty for sin which is death.  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23. Jesus Christ died for my sins. Before I was even born God had a plan for me, and He had one for each of you, that when we entered into this world we would know the way back to Him … and that way is Jesus!  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. God was thinking of us, before we were even born! He had a plan to help us get back to Him. Just think about that for a moment. We come from God, we were created by God. He sent us into the world with something inside each of us … a yearning to get back to Him. We each have a spot within ourselves that yearns for something. Some of us fill it with riches, material gain, relationships, children, drugs or other seducing stimulants. That yearning or emptiness we feel is our gauge to let us know that something is missing … that something is God. How awesome is the Lord to install a fail safe into each of His children. When we hear the Word, the gospel, we are instantly aroused and some of us go running to the throne of Grace so we can get back to our God to ease the yearning and fill the emptiness. 

Unfortunately, many of us hear the Word but ignore it because we are too well-assimilated into “the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in [and we] choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.” Mark 4:19.  We hear the Word but there is nothing in us with which to retain the Word. Isn’t it ironic that we search for something all our lives and when we find it … Jesus … we run the other way?  Many of us have made the choice and choose to live and abide for the things of this world.  We attach ourselves to that which is strictly temporary and yields, what is often sour fruit, only for a season.

God loves us; some of us need to meditate on that for a moment. Check the love, my sisters and brothers, check out the love God has for each of us! Are the world and its lusts worth giving up on eternity with God? Some of us have made the decision, “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” Hebrews 11:25.  Others, unfortunately, choose to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season and have chosen death eternal instead of life eternal. God loves us all and we make the choice to either stay with Him or turn away. I am intrigued by such enduring, everlasting, unconditional love. I say intrigued because sometimes I don’t love myself. I get caught up in the things I’ve done wrong or the choices I made that weren’t good for me. Then I stop and think – God still loves me in spite of myself.  Saints, check the love! God still loves us in spite of ourselves! WOW! I am truly encouraged to move forward and do what God has called me to do. What about you?
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

My Father

I was just thinking about the love God has for me. My Father in heaven loves me and wants the best for me. I was feeling a little distressed and began to praise God, and that is when it happened. I was reminded of how much God loves and cares for me. Even when I am ‘going through’ He comes in and softly reminds me that there is nothing that can separate His love from me. Romans 8:35.
I remember how my father did everything to please me when he was alive.  I basically got everything I wanted, he was happy to oblige. He was always there for me but, of course, there were incidents that kept him from being there occasionally. He would always do what I asked (within reason).  Even if he couldn’t do it right then, he would find a way and do it for me later. The things he did for me were wonderful, but they were not the testament of his love for me.  Most important, was the fact that I knew he loved me because he always wanted to be there. Not to give me material things but to let me know that he would always come whenever I needed him. I had confidence that no matter where I was he would be there to help me. That kind of confidence is instilled at a young age. I never had to worry about my father not being there for me; even when I became an adult and my parents parted, my father was always there. We had relationship.

I know there are many who did not have the opportunity to have their fathers in their lives.  There are also those whose father was present but the relationship between child and father was not very positive. This is why I believe God wants to let us know that He is our Father as well as our God, King, and Lord. God wants us to know that He will not keep any good thing from us because He loves us. My father may have always wanted to be there but God is always there no matter what. Even in the midnight hour when no one is around God is there to wipe the tears away. 

I now understand that God, my heavenly Father is there for me without limitation. See, God is not bound by time, place, or circumstances. When He says He will be there He will definitely be there. The Word of God says, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” Matthew 7:11. If our fathers know how to give good things to us, if they have the ability to make us feel good, then how much more will our heavenly Father be able to do? With God, there is nothing that can keep Him from being there for us. All we have to do is call on His Name, reach out and surrender to Him. He wants to hear from us.  Saints, God is speaking to us today.  God dropped Romans, Chapter 8 into my spirit this evening and I strongly encourage you to read it for yourself.  

Sometimes the enemy or just situations in general, sneak up on us.  Sometimes we forget and fail to stop and just praise God for who He is and we become overwhelmed.  For some reason … I have no idea why … I started to cry this evening but, Saints, I stopped before the tear left my eye to pray and praise God for who He is.  I was comforted.  God is awesome. I just heard Him say how much He loved me. He allowed me to see that it was going to be okay. I have heard and said, many times, that “it is almost here, change is coming.”  What you have been waiting for and trusting in God to do is here. It is going to manifest itself, just don’t give up. God allowed me to see that as my Father He encourages me to stand and stand firmly. It’s not so much about what is coming as it is about how we’re waiting for what is coming. Are you stressed, distressed or anxious? Are you just waiting and doing nothing? You may be tired of hearing “it’s going to be alright, hold on.” But God is saying it again, not to get you anxious but to help you to understand that you must hope in Him continually, and lean on His Word courageously. Trust Him! He is your Father after all and will bring all to pass in your life! Continue in Him and look “unto the hills from whence comes your help.” Psalms 121:1. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

I Will

The Word of God says, “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.” Psalms 32:8. I thought a lot about this verse as I meditated on its truth – God will instruct us; He will teach us the way we should go! 

How many of us feel like we don’t know the way, don’t know how to get to where God has called us? I have met many people who have marvelous dreams.  Some of these people truly believe God, Himself, has called them to pursue their dream. But they have no idea of how to go about making the dream a reality. They are often easily side-tracked because they allow other people with their advice and, sometimes, discouraging comments to come against them. After hearing negativity from their friends and/or relatives they either give up or become so frustrated that they become frozen in place.  They just don’t seem to be able to focus or move at all.  God said, “I will instruct you.”  When you instruct someone, you systematically furnish that person with.  You train the person, you teach him or her! Saints, get a hold on that truth. God is instructing us systematically. He is leading us every step of the way. We don’t have to worry that our ‘dream’, our ‘calling’ is not going to happen.  The truth is … if God called us to it, He is able and willing to bring us through. Count on it!

Psalm 32:8 encouraged my heart to hold on, to walk on without knowing how, where, what, and when. I was comforted and I want to comfort you as well. God will train, teach, and furnish you with all you will need. We fret because we’re afraid we won’t have what we need in order to accomplish what we have a desire to do.  How do you think it’s going to get done if we are continually looking at the lack in our life? How can we do it if we don’t have the necessities to get it done?  A whole lot of us don’t even have the resources necessary to start. But God – God has said, “I will instruct, furnish the information, the know-how on what to do step-by-step.” God has promised to teach you and show you the way.  He will teach you in such a way that you will not fail but, rather, you will succeed and go out victoriously.

Thanks be to God, “[who] giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:57. God gives victory so, therefore, victory is found and grounded in Him. All we have to do is keep our minds on Him and He will give us peace in return. Moses and the Children of Israel were worried about the Egyptians pursuing hard after them. They were afraid, but Moses told the Children of Israel to “fear not and to stand still.” Saints, many of us need to learn how to stand still and stop being afraid every time there is an issue or hurdle to overcome in the process of getting to where God wants us. Just think, if God said He will lead, guide, teach, and instruct us with His eye, then what do we have to worry or be concerned about? The Word of God says, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31.  If God is for us and is actively helping us to come out victoriously then we are the issue here. Why are we fearing, doubting, or disbelieving? Why are we worrying that it won’t happen for us? The Word of God says, “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8. God’s grace fills us and we find that we have all we need to do His work.  He has prepared and given us what we need.  Now, we have to work that which is in us OUT of us for His glory!
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

My Case

I was thinking about my case, my testimony about why I can’t do what God has called me to do. I have been called to preach and teach the Word of God but I have an issue, and I’ve put together a case to explain why I may not be able to do what God has called me to do. Yes, I did ask the Lord to use me. Yes, I desperately wanted to serve Him and do what He wanted me to do. But, I had my own plan as to how all that should happen. 

Saints, we can put together some plans for our lives can’t we? Some of us had fantastic dreams of how we could use the talents and gifts we knew we had. Our dreams didn’t always include what God was calling us to do. But we surely had hopes and dreams of grandeur.  Now, there is nothing intrinsically wrong with those dreams but, when you come to the Lord and you say your desire is to do His will then you have to come to understand what Paul meant when he said, “I count all things but loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” Philippians 3:8. Everything that I wanted to do, all the places I wanted to go, I now count all as dung for the Excellency of Christ. Now how did Paul get to this place? He spent some time getting to know the Lord who called him first on the road of Damascus. 

The other day, I was thinking to myself, “How much do I know about the God I claim to love and care for?  How much do I know about the God I call Lord of my life, the God I’m always telling others they need to get to know. How well do I know Him?” The Word of God says, “that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” Philippians 3:10. How do we know the Lord? We read and meditate on His Word. We take the time to stop and search the scriptures. We learn about His love, faithfulness, longsuffering, grace and mercy all by reading His Word. God is there, right in His Word. My case for not doing what God has called me to do was based upon not knowing enough about God to move out in faith. Think about this, now.  Are you going to do anything of importance for someone you don’t know?  Are you going to waste your precious time on someone you’ve only met once or twice, someone who has no history or record that you can discern that tells about who they are and what they’re about?  I don’t think so!

In the 45th Chapter of Isaiah, God tells us some things about Himself and His might. Of course there are other chapters in the Bible, especially in the Book of Job, that also give us some detail about the Lord and God we serve. We get a glimpse of the God we serve and of His awesome power and might by searching the scriptures. In Isaiah, Chapter 45 God, once again, introduces Himself to His children.  He reminds them of who He is and how He is able to do all things, if they would just return to Him.  God wants us to do His will and follow His commandments. God said, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. How can God promise such a thing? Because He is God and Lord of Lords! Saints, that case I put together has no value and neither does the one you’ve been working on.  In order to have value it would have to begin at a point of ignorance about who God is and what He is able to do!  You and I are NOT that kind of ignorant … we know the Lord, we know His background, and we know what a mighty God we serve.  We have no excuse!  We’ve got to stop talking and “gets to steppin’” about the business of our Father.
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The More I Know

Saints, the more I know about God, the more I learn about myself and what I can accomplish if I will just trust Him. I used to think I couldn’t do anything! I’d always challenge myself to do things but when I saw what was required I’d just give up and conclude that I didn’t have what it took. 

My psyche has been riddled with fear since I was a child. I knew fear at a young age and was consistently ‘crippled’ by its perceived power in my life. I say perceived because I know now that fear is not something God gives us … it is, in essence, a ‘foreign body’ within us. It didn’t feel foreign at the time but, I now understand that we don’t operate out of feelings … do we? When I began to take the time to get to know God, I was surprised at what I was able to do in God. The Word of God says, “We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us.” Philippians 4:13. Good word, but how do we come to trust in this Word so that we can apply it to our lives? Well, Saints, we need to dive into getting to know God because we are created in His image and likeness. If God is our creator and we are created in His image then, it goes without saying, we should want to get to know our Creator, God, and Lord. If I can do all things through Christ then I need to know about the power I have dwelling within me to do those things. 

It saddens me to see the huge number of defeated people walking around today. It is alarming to see Christians living defeated and empty lives when the Word of God has promised abundant life.  Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10.  So why are we Christians, followers of Jesus, walking around living lives of defeat and failure.  Why? Well, because we do not know the God we serve. We get caught up in life as opposed to living our lives with a purpose … a divine purpose. Every time I read the Word of God I find something new. I may have read a particular book of the bible many times before but, when I read it again, I highlight something different from all those other readings.  And the Spirit of the Lord speaks and says something new. It is amazing that we can read the same scripture and get such fresh insight.  It just means that God’s Word is truly alive, powerful and meets you exactly where you are at any given moment. How awesome is our God! I can be feeling down, sad, or oppressed but when I go to the Word of God He speaks so clearly that I start to feel bad that I even allowed myself to get down in the first place. Jesus continually encourages us to fear not, fret not, to be of good cheer, to have faith, and to trust God. He wants us to know that we are not bound by our feelings and emotions. We should not allow our feelings and emotions to lead and guide us because they are not reliable. The Word of God says, “we walk by faith and not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. We are also encouraged in the Word of God to “… walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16. This is an awesome Word within itself. We ought to “walk in the Spirit and we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” Saints, if you are struggling in any area of your life today, examine yourself carefully.  Are you truly walking in the Spirit of God?  Are you allowing God to lead and guide you or are you being led and guided by emotion and feeling?

What an encouragement to our lives!  As we get to know God, we get to know ourselves.  We begin to see what we are capable of accomplishing in God’s Holy Name as we trust Him with our life.  ”Our life is hid in Christ.” Colossians 3:3. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“The Enemy Within”

I want to believe; as a matter of fact I am standing on the word of the Lord. I have not given up nor have I given in. I have received some news that would have normally caused me to fret, doubt, and fear, but I am glad to say that I am still holding on to the hand of the Lord. The negatives may come but my heart and soul are holding on for I know that God is able. 

Many of us today can attest to having gone through some trying times in our lives. Some may even be going through at this very moment. But few of us can say without a doubt that they are holding on even in the midst of the storm. What goes on, on the inside that causes some to hold on and others to run the other way? Some stand but many fall short. They give up due to fear and doubt. They fret when things seem to be going contrary to the word of the Lord. The word of God says; be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord; 1 Corinthians 15:58. We must remain standing even when on the inside things are stirring out of control. We must stand on the word of God when our own fleshly lusts seem to be taking over. We must remain still when what we feel on the inside is reacting in a way contrary to the word of God. 

Sometimes the enemy within may seem as if it is taking over but the word of God says; God’s word is, quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart; Hebrews 4:12. The word of God is quick, sharp and a discerner, it is a force that if held onto can help us stand and not waver when the storm comes. What is on the inside is greater than what is showing on the outside. Even at the very seat of our emotions, feelings, and imaginations (our soul) we have the power to stand and say; not by power nor by might but by his spirit (The Lord) will I make it. 

My desire may be telling me that it may be to late that I need to fulfill my own fleshly desire and put my purpose and plan ahead of the Lord’s. Time it seems is itself an enemy. Our very own perception drives and feeds this supposed enemy. I may feel, and many of you as well, that doing it our way giving in to the longing on the inside to do it our way is much too strong at times to ignore. That rush on the inside, the overwhelming feeling of “I have to do it my way, I have to give in to the temptation.” I mean how do we when we’re lonely not run into the arms of that woman or man? How, when our mouth begins to water for that alcoholic beverage, say; “no thank you?” Or, how do we when our emotions are raising and our heart is pumping over time choose not to go and take that all so familiar drug of choice? How do we calm the enemy within, our own fleshly desire to do that which is contrary to God? The enemy within sometimes raises its head to tempt us to do what we know we should not, neither can afford to do. The enemy within our own fleshly desire, what we use to do when things came to tempt us is our worst enemy. When tempted before we came to Christ, we would run and do whosoever without thought, regret, nor shame. Btu now, we are in Christ we should know better and have enough word on the inside that we not sin against our Father who art in heaven; Psalms 119:11. See Saints, we have the very word of God flowing within us that we sin not against God but when the thoughts come we can speak the word and know that it is sharper, quicker, and more powerful that the enemy within!
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“God Can Do It”

I was in prayer and all I could say was that God can do it. God is able to do the extraordinary! I am confident that the will of God for my life will prevail even in the midst of what may be happening around me contrary to that truth. Saints, it is obvious that God desires to gain our attention to the truth that he is God and able to do all things but fail. 

What may be happening, right now in your life, be comforted that, it is unable to stop the will of God from prevailing in your life. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me; Psalms 23:4. The word of God says; so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it; Isaiah 55:1. The word of God is its own testament that what is written will certainly come true. More than ever we must trust God without question, doubt, fear or hesitation. There is no time for wavering for the word of God tells us; Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised; Hebrews 10:23. 

What are your expectations? What are you seeking? If it is not founded on what God desires, wills, and purposes for your life then you need to reevaluate where you are today. Saints, it is one thing to say you believe and that God can do it, but to believe this truth in application is another issue all together. I believe God. The word of God outlines a story of a man who sought healing for his son, the father of the child cried out to Jesus, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief; Mark 9:24. When this man sought Jesus to heal his son he only knew what he saw happening to his son. What had taken his son over and was now doing horrible things to him. He saw the effects of the possession and may have believed his son could be healed but the sight was there before him along with Jesus so he said; help my unbelief. Many of us see the bills, the financial crunch, our children going astray, our husbands acting up, our wives doing whatever, we see the things affecting our peace and joy but nevertheless the Lord is there. We must get to the place where we see God above the issue and circumstance, where his word is greater than our situation. We can see what is in front of us, what is  hindering our ability to believe, but we must get to a place where we can say; Lord, help my unbelief. 

We stand in unbelief unknowingly sometimes. We say we believe but the sight, what is happening in front of us, our perception transfers a much stronger picture. God is there and we acknowledge his being there but what we see, feel, and hear is so strong. How do we stand as the man seeking healing for his son? We meditate on the word in 2 Corinthians 5:7 we walk by faith and not by sight. It is not about what we see but our confession of what we believe!
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“Believe”

The word of God says in 2 Corinthians 5:17; Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. There are no “ifs, ands, or buts”, we are a new creation. 

Are you saved today? Do you know that you know you are saved? Have you accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life? Have you confessed today that you are a sinner? Saints if you have accepted, confessed and believed on Christ Jesus, and you have no doubt that you are saved then why are you still acknowledging who you use to be before Christ, came into your life? We are a new creation old things those things we use to do, how we use to act, and where we use to go we should not be doing them any longer for the love of God which is now dwelling in us. See, we must believe today that we are indeed a new creation and old things have truly passed away. I can tell you what salvation will do for you but you have to believe that you are changed and that all things have become new. I can give you word, encourage your hearts through the word, but you ultimately must believe that you are a new creation. You are not that same home-boy from the hood, you are not that same sister that cursed out everybody and held the reputation of a hot tempered woman. 

If you are still hanging onto what you did and how you use to be then you have missed the awesome truth in this scripture. You are a new creation! Now that you are in Christ you must see yourself as God has created you and sees you. Remember we were created in his image and likeness. Our potential lies in our belief that we are changed! Never again, should we stand in doubt of the truth we are a new creation, we are not the same. 

Many of us have done some horrible things, been places we would not even wish on our worst enemy. We have stolen, lied, hurt people whom we loved. We have done each of us some things we may not be proud of today. We came, to the, alter as addicts, adulterers, fornicators, abusers but we turned around with the knowledge and belief that we are now a new creation! As soon as we accepted Christ as Lord and savior of our lives, we at that moment were changed. The Holy Spirit came to dwell in us, our names were written in the book of life, our sins were already forgiven but we at that time acknowledged that truth. Saints, we are not the same! We may not always at that point stopped what we were doing but the spirit of the Lord is able to help us change our behaviors as we mediate on Romans 12:2; be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. As we study to show ourselves approved a workmen that needs not to be ashamed, we are allowing the word of God and his spirit which dwells in us to help transform our lives daily. Stop living in the past, stop thinking on those things that are behind, stop allowing those whom call their selves your friends to keep you in the past. You are a new creation! Walk in the newness of life which Christ Jesus, suffered, was crucified, and died, and rose again for you to have. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“My Light”

We are going to be diving into some serious biblical truth for the next few weeks. These truths are going to be entitled collectively; “How I am living”. This truth of the word of the Lord that will be coming forth may offend others but for some it may be a refreshing change from what we have been use to hearing. The word of God says; He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit; Proverbs 12:17. 

I must let my light shine before men. The light of God dwelling within me, for those whom are still held in darkness that they may see the light which is Christ Jesus. What is it about our walk of testament that helps to bring about a change in another’s life? We are witnesses to the truth which lies in the Lord. We can stand and tell someone that God is true and all others are false. There is no compromise in the word of God. When God told the children of Israel to kill everything and everybody in the lands which he had promised them he met exactly what he said. When he said do not bring nothing out of those perverted lands into your dwelling he met every word. The word of God says; the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel; Joshua 7:1. Achan did what God had commanded the children of Israel not to do. Saints, our light shines in obedience to the word of the Lord. God’s word is true and if we say we are his children then we must live a life that is identifiable to that testament. We can not do part of the word and feel the other part does not apply to us. We can not pick and choose what we will obey, but we must do what the word of God tells us to do. Achan choose to do contrary to the word and commandment of the Lord. His decision was based upon his own fleshly desire to have what he wanted.  God had supplied all need to the children of Israel they had jewels, riches, cattle, all they needed but Achan drawn away of his own lust was enticed to do that which God had commanded him not to do. 

The word of the Lord tells us that God’s anger was kindled. So when the children of Israel went to battle again, they did not fare well. Why? Because of the sin Achan had committed against God. See Saints, we must realize what our disobedience will do not just to us but to those whom God has purposed for us to be a light to. We can cause our children, friends, family and others whom we may not even know personally to falter due to our own fleshly desire to do what we want as opposed to what God has said. Achan sinned but it affected the whole of his brethren for they lost a battle they would have otherwise won. When Joshua sought the Lord as to why he would allow them to lose this battle, God said; Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff; Joshua 7:17. Simply there was a sin committed against God and his commandment, and the light of the children of Israel was unable to shine brightly before the nations which they were purposed to overtake for what God had promised to give them. Our light must shine through our obedience to the word of God that we may stand worthy and help to bring somebody up and out of darkness. Remember saints it is not about us! 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“New Breed”

I had encouraged your hearts that we were going to be diving into some grounded truth of the word of the Lord. I don’t know about you but I am so tired of seeing our sisters and brothers suffering who are in the church! It pains me to see the lack of growth in church today. My call is to heal the body, to speak the word of God in it’s entirely and truth. There are too many of our brothers and sisters hurting after leaving services, oppressed after hearing the word of the Lord supposedly preached. They are suffering needlessly and having to go through the week on what they thought they were receiving in the hyped up emotionally filled church service they attended. 

See Saints, word is not being taught it is being manipulated to serve personal purposes. The word of God says, and they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen; Mark 16:20. There is no confirmation of the word being preached. There are addicts, fornicators, adulterers, thefts, and the all too famous religious folks filling the church seats today. No truth is being preached in most of our better known churches. Who am I to make such a claim? I am a sister who has seen the pain, hurt, and shame of those attending church every Sunday. A sister who hears regularly the stress, oppressed, and messed up folks who call themselves Christians. I am the vessel God has chosen to bring forth a word that many will not want to hear. It is a word based entirely on the word of God and not what man thinks, believes, or perceives. I am the vessel unwilling at first to go before God’s people with a word of truth, but now driven by his hand to do what he has willed and purposed for my life. I am sick to my stomach, heart, and soul of seeing people hurting for no reason other than what they have been seeking in many ministries is not being provided to them. 

Jeremiah also had to bring forth a word that he did not want to do at first. But the word of God needed to be preached because of the situation the children of Israel were in. Once again, the situation with God’s children has reached his heart, ears, and sight and I believe today his words spoken to Jeremiah; be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee; Jeremiah 8 and verse 19. I met a woman who professed to be a Christian, and I had no reason to disbelieve her claim. She told me that she was seeking God to help her make a decision that was going to change her life. She was desperate, scared, and worried that God would not answer her nor hear her prayer. Saints she began to tell me everything about what she was going through. She was in tears wanting to hear a word from the Lord. Am I something special God forbid it is God who deserves all the glory and honor we are his children, vessels to be used of him to do his will? It was his will that this woman found me for nothing else but to pray for her and to confirm that his children are crying out and in need to hear the word. We need to hear the word preached in truth. We can not stand to hear once again how we are going to prosper, have riches, be at peace, have joy. We need to hear that we are going to hell if we do not accept Christ Jesus as Lord and savior. We need to hear how we are to apply the word of God to our lives. We need to hear that God is good yes, but there is something we must do in order to receive the promises of God. It is not about stroking our emotion or tantalizing our feelings. We can take it, the truth of the word of God. We can receive what God has to say about our living life our way. 

Saints, the word of God says; Christ came that we may have life and that life more abundantly; John 10:10. Life more abundant, not living in fear, doubt, hurt and shame. Not living according to what man is saying will happen if we don’t pay your tithes. Truth: We don’t pay God anything we give according to the truths in his word. Saints, there is a new breed of Christians raising up, those who want to live abundantly not monetary abundance but peace, joy, and victoriously! New breed maybe not, but living according to the word of God and its truth oh yes! 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“No Excuse”

Romans 8:3, For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

Saints, sometimes we can experience a sinking feeling that we are not going to be able to follow and do the will of the Lord. We can be sitting alone or in a group and all of a sudden become overwhelmed by the threat that we are going to lose it at any moment, that there is no way we can do what God has called us to do. Trusting God is a level by level system of maturing in God, with each level as we trust God’s word for our lives we grow closer to God by faith. Each level brings new issues, circumstances and challenges. What God has promised, what he has said will be done is what we lean and depend upon. In the flesh, Paul tells us, dwells no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not; Romans 7:18. Paul experienced this same sinking feeling but he knew that Jesus was the answer to our staying the course. The recognition in Romans 8:1 gives us the answer of how we can stand; there is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus. Jesus who condemned sin in the flesh is our hope. Our flesh has no power but the power we lend to it. Our flesh has no power because what the law could not do because it was weak through the flesh Jesus condemned. 

God so loved and his plan of salvation was by grace and mercy through Christ Jesus his son. We have now no excuse for the power sin had over us in our flesh has been condemned; “subdued, overcome, and deprived it of its power. God did this for us, through Jesus Christ who loved us and gave his life for each of us. We have no excuse for the power sin had, it no longer possesses. We can stay the course; we can stand and be comforted and confident that God will do it. His word is true and there is nothing that is able to separate the love of God from us; not height, not depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord; Romans 8:39. 

Can the truth of the word of God sustain us? If Jesus condemned sin in the flesh than it would seem we already have the upper hand to stand. Sometimes we doubt if we can stay away from those things which had us bound for so long. Many in my family have suffered tremendously with drugs and alcohol. Some have overcome and received healing of the Lord, and others are still battling. Saints, we have to make up our mind to stand, to do what God has commanded us to do. We have to pray when weak, and pray more when we’re strong. The word of God tells us to; pray without ceasing; First Thessalonians 5:17. It is our consistent and constant prayer which will help us to do as the word commands; be stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord; First Corinthians 15:58. Saints what we are doing in God is not in vain it is not about us and we should not take it personal if we truly seek to do his will. 

I feel it necessary to encourage your hearts. God is with you and me and will never forsake us nor leave us. It is this truth which sets us free of anxiety, fear, and doubt. It is this truth which will keep our hearts and guard our minds. Dare to retreat not to resources but to the source; (God). 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“The Vision”

My vision is to the extraordinary, to do what people would not believe I could possibly do. I want to make a mark upon this earth all in the name of Jesus. We must dream and imagine because it is here that our potential shines the brightest. 

Our visions are not based on what we think we can not do but upon what God has created and given us the ability to do. How do we become aligned with the plan and purpose God has for our life? How do we look through the eyes of God and begin to believe and have faith in his plan? The word of God says; For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end; Jeremiah 29:11. God knows the thoughts he has and the plan for our lives. The plan is to give us an expected end that is an end of hope. 

If God knows the plan and his thoughts toward us are of good then what do we have to fear? What do we have to doubt? God knows what is best for our lives. He is in charge and the word of God says; all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose; Romans 8:28. All things are working for our good! Do not be ashamed to say you are waiting on God. 

The word of God says; Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen; Hebrews 11:1. It may not be revealed immediately, but our hope is that it will be soon! The confidence is that it will happen what we dream, what we imagine will happen! God is able to do all things but fail but you and I must stand in faith that our dreams can become true. If you are able to dream it, see it, then your dream is able to become a reality. God is Lord of the universe and within the earth God has given us dominion over all things. We have the power dwelling in us to fulfill any dream but we do not have the faith to go along with it. The word of God says; God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith; Romans 12:3. Saints, it is in our praise that our dreams and visions of what is to come will manifest. It is in our continual praise and honor to God that what we have thought can actually happen if only we stand and not fret or falter. I am encourage for every time I ask God for confirmation, for assurance that I am on his course and not my own, he reminds me that if I was not doing according to his will I would certainly know it by now. This is the kind of doubt the enemy will bring upon us. He will continually cause us to think over and over again how it won’t happen for us, we won’t be able to do it, it is to hard, to much, impossible. But the word of God says; all things are possible with God; Matthew 19:26. If all things are possible with God then what the enemy has placed in my mind is a lie and contrary to the word of God and hence something I must get rid of and not allow to take root in my heart, mind or soul. To God be the glory for the truth of his word! Let us stand together for one another on one accord and give God the glory he desires!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“The Time”

The time it takes for me to doubt, I could have been praising God. The time it took me to cry and make the list of excuses I made time and time again, I could have been praying for someone. The time it takes me to question God over and over again about the same situation, I could have been thanking him for the victories he has caused to happen in my life. The word of God says; but of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you; First Thessalonians 5:1. We worry about the time, when, where, how, but are we concerned with what is truly important?

Have you ever thought about the time it takes you to do that which is against the word of God? I thought about how much time I take worrying, doubting, and sitting up in fear. How many countless hours have you and I wasted trying to figure out things on our own. Saints, worrying is a serious thing. We waste so much time that if we took the time to sit down and begin to think about what we could have been doing for the Kingdom instead of worrying, we probably would be ashamed. Many of us know the word of God, we know what to do according to his word but we don’t do it. We go to church and receive the word on Sunday but come home to the same unchanged atmosphere. Something is horribly wrong with Christian folks today. We are living defeated lives, walking around dead and lifeless. It is so serious for some that the word of God says; they have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof: from such turn away; Second Timothy 3:5. We have this form of godliness, but reject the power! Many walk around proclaiming truth and have no idea of how to apply the truth to their lives. We call on the name of Jesus but do not understand the power in the name. 

We are wasting hours, days, weeks, months, and even years on living unfulfilled lives because we walk around with a form of religion. There is no life in many of us, we are dead and seeking something we can’t even identify ourselves. I believe this is why so many are depressed, oppressed, and simply unhappy with their selves, others, and life in general. Our life is hid in Christ, Colossians 3:3, and what we do here on this earth is a constant work for the Lord.  If our very life is hid in Christ we should be continually seeking those things which are above. If we are seeking those things which are above, we have no time to get caught up in what is here on earth. Remember we are in the earth, but are not part of the earth. 

Is it possible for a Christian to be unhappy? We are supposed to have the Spirit of God dwelling in us. If we have the Spirit of God dwelling on the inside, how is it possible for us to be unhappy? The answer is, we waste time on things that have no value. We do not spend time with the one whom loves, cares, and has our best interest at heart. We fail to draw near unto God and trust his word that he will draw near unto us. Jesus put it as simply as he could for us; have faith in God; Mark 11:22.  I can not say it enough; have faith in God for he is able to do all things. Have faith in his might, power, and most importantly, his love for you and me. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“The Attack”

I know the enemy can attack hard. He leaves no room for retreat or a chance for you to catch your breath. He comes at you over and over again. But it is your choice how you will react. The word of God says; the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Second Corinthians 10:4. 

The weapons of our warfare are mighty through God! We have the armor of God. There is nothing mediocre about our weapons, nothing weak or insignificant. They are mighty because they are through God. We are not lacking but packing an awesome arsenal of might. We have all that we need to stand and fight a battle that we don’t even have to lift a finger to fight. God is with us to bring us through and out. Saints, we have the Spirit of the Lord dwelling on the inside and the word of God says; greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world; First John 4:4. See, we do not have to fear for the attack is going to come but God said; No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn; Isaiah 54:17. 

We don’t have to worry because the word of God says; Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee; Isaiah 26:3. Oh, my God is good, just when you think you are out, just when you hear the referee counting you down and out, the word of God raises up inside of you to remind you who is in control! You hear the voice of the Lord say; Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me; Isaiah 46:9. Yes, you begin to remember that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; Psalms 24:1. You say to yourself, Lord, you brought the children of Israel out of Egypt by the might of your hand, by the strength of your countenance. You are now being encouraged in the depths of your soul. Saints, all you have to do is remember the attacks will come for Jesus said; in the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world; John 16:33. We know that the enemy comes to kill, steal, and destroy, but our savior Jesus Christ Lord of all yes satan especially, has come that we may have life and that life more abundantly; John 10:10,  that abundance is through our knowledge of who we are and the power that works in us! Oh, my spirit is indeed lifted up, for God is great and greatly to be praised. There is none like him in all the earth. He is arrayed in glory; he is filled with honor and peace. He is love, joy, and happiness. He is the embodiment of good. There is none like him. If God is all these things, and we are created in his image and likeness, somebody ought to see where I am headed. The Spirit of the Lord, is dwelling in us! We have all of who he is dwelling in us continually. 

I may be attacked day and night but I hear the spirit saying I will never leave nor forsake you, so even in the midst of the attack God is right there in battle attire standing in front of me, his angels all around me, his glory upon my head and I hear the heavenly host saying Holy, Holy, Holy, God almighty. I know that there is nothing that is able to penetrate the fort that God has created about you and me. So be encouraged today, God is with us to deliver us to bring about an expected end! Hope in God. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“What is Necessary”

No the enemy is not happy; no he is not pleased with your glory, honor, and praise of the Lord. David said, I will bless the Lord at all times his praise shall continually be in my mouth; Psalms 34:1.  David knew the importance of praise and honor because the word of God says; the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; Isaiah 61:3.  

I know that it can get heavy, but I am not going to concentrate on things again that hold no value. I know that it can be hard but I also know the truth of the word of God. Saints, I use to wonder why we did not see more of the struggles of our brothers and sisters in the bible. We heard of their exploits in the Lord, their victories, their miraculous fetes but not much of their pain, struggles, or sorrows. The word of God did not pay to much attention to those truths only the victories in the Lord. I wanted to hear of how they got over but I wanted to know if they cried at night as I, or if they doubted at times like I did? I wanted to hear their specific struggles so that I would be comforted in the fact that I was not crazy. I wanted to know that I was not alone in my plight. I know there were many but I wanted more. It seemed the victories out weighted the struggle, but I wanted more proof that they did indeed go through. Paul outlines in; First Corinthians 4:11-15 his suffering in the Lord, but he was not concentrating on those issues but instead on our following him has he follows Christ. 

Do you believe that it is important for us to hear about the struggle instead of the victory? Do you believe that hearing about Abraham crying, or Moses throwing tantrums is crucial to what God has called many to do? Would you remember that as oppose to Abraham’s faithfulness and obedience or Moses trust and his obedience? Saints, the word of God is truth, it is his word to his children and we must believe that everything that is written within his word is there specifically for us. There is nothing that has been withheld because God is in control not man. We have many people who would dispute the word of God. Their sole purpose is to refute the books chosen and prove that what we have now is neither worthy nor sufficient. I believe that God is more powerful than the craftiness of men. The word of God says; for the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness; First Corinthians 3:19. Let us not think that the wisdom of men is higher than that of God. 

It is not essential for you and me to hear of the struggles of others in order for us to move out and do the will of the Lord. It is however important to hear of our brother and sisters testimonies that we can encourage each other to stay the course. There is a specific difference. We should not seek after proof in such a way as to help us do what God has called us to do. The word of God says; Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understandings; Proverbs 3:5. All we need is our faith in God for without faith it is impossible to please God; Hebrews 11:6. If we are trusting God as we should, then the proof of the struggles of others are not as significant as our faith. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“My Duty”

Truly God is able and awesome! I am in love with him and what he is able to do in the midst of what would seem hopeless. It is my duty to tell you that God is all you need to succeed in this world. It is my sisterly, womanly, friendly, and Christian duty to say; without God it is impossible! 

The word of God says; Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man; Ecclesiastes 12:13. Saints, I love the lord so much I must tell someone. If I only had a few minutes I would tell you that I love him. I would tell you of how he saved me from myself. I would let you know that God is faithful and true to his word. If I only had a few minutes I would tell you the world about God. See when you love someone it is easy to speak of them and go on and on. But it is not necessary, for when you speak your expression, mannerisms tell it all. It is my duty to tell you about God. 

I trust God to do what he has promised to do in my life, and I must encourage another’s heart with that truth. We are here to spread the gospel of Christ Jesus. We are here to live according to the word of God and not get caught up in the things of this world. We have a duty and sometimes we are so immersed in what is going on in our lives, that we miss many of opportunity to tell someone about the goodness of God. Someone needs to know that in spite of what they are going through, what they are facing today, the word of God says; God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus; Philippians 4:19. We worry about things that have already been taken care of. We fret, become fearful, and anxious all for nothing. We waste time and energy focusing on things that we have no control over. God is in control of all things and all things are under this control. God said he would take care of it so why are we so caught up in worry, doubt, and fear? My duty, your duty is to stand and spread the wonderful news of the gospel. To tell someone that Christ died for them and there is no reason they have to live an unfulfilled life any longer. God is able and awesome! 

What can we do, to help spread the gospel of Christ? We need the faith that God is with us to keep and protect us from all hurt and danger. We need to open up our mouths and speak of his goodness and what he has done for us. We can tell someone about our son’s game and how great he did. We can happily share with another, the academic excellence of our daughter. We can tell someone of the wonderful and thoughtful things, our husband doses for us or how awesome a woman our wife is. But, when it comes to telling someone about Jesus, and how he died for their sins, we are fearful, tongue tied, confused and unable to mumble a word. How sad, how very, very sad. Tell someone today for it is your duty that Jesus Christ died for them and he is waiting for them to receive the gift his death and resurrection has provided. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“Girlfriend”

You are the woman no one wants to confront with the word of God. They have already come to the conclusion that you have everything and you do not need Jesus. Or, they feel that you won’t accept what they have to say due to spiritual blindness.  You are the woman who seems to have it all together, a husband with a great job, money in the bank, beautiful home, great kids, and you, yourself have done some awesome things. You are the woman who looks as if everything is going right in her life. 

You’re the brother who has the awesome wife, smart kids, great job, money in the bank, and influential friends. My sister I see your tears on the inside, I see your confused look when someone shares their faith with you. I see your interest masked by the attempt to change the subject. I see you sitting there with your head held high and pride just has wide. Oh, I know you because God has shown me your true face. You want to believe, you feel the tug on your heart, you hear the spirit of the Lord telling you to move out of that chair and come unto me. My brother I see your insecurities, the self-doubt raging within you. I see your reaching out for answers but to afraid and filled with pride to ask for insight. 

The word of God says; Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom; Psalms 51:6. God desires truth, he can not move in our lives with the walls we have built up. We must be truthful and honest with ourselves. We know we need God in our lives, we know that something is missing even in the shadow of everything looking great. We must stop masking what we are to afraid to ask or seek understanding about. We should not be judgmental neither should we try to put anyone down because of where they are spiritually. The word of God commands us to be kindly affectionate one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another; Romans 12:10. Why? Because There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear; 1 John 4:18. 

If there is no fear in love then we should have no problem witnessing to those whom we feel won’t listen, or would take offence to our sharing the gospel with them. Who are we to hinder the blessing of the Lord upon someone’s life? There may be some you know that would be a challenge to share the gospel with. But you and I must remember that it is not about us, or what we think will or will not happen for that individual. The word of God says; I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase; 1 Corinthians 3:6. Some of us plant; we give the accounts, of what God has done for us and how faithful he has been in our lives. Another comes along and adds to that, the testament of the goodness of God and how he loves and cares for us and has promised to do all things for us. God moves in and gives the increase. It is not us we are only vessels to be used of God to do his will. God loves us so much that has chosen us to bring his word to his precious children. 
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