Good morning Saints! God loves you!

September 3, 2007

Our Meeting Place


Nothing else matters today.  I am meeting my love, my Lord, my God, my everything tonight in our secret place. I am not going to allow anyone or anything to deter me from getting to my destination. I have a meeting tonight with God and we are going to talk, hug, cry, and hold each other. Oh, yes!  I hold onto my God, I tell Him all about what I faced throughout my day, I share my fears with Him, my joy and my disappointments. I cry out to Him and He comforts me on the inside, the place where no man can touch or reach. I extend all and God beckons to me with an out-stretched hand. I am in love, I can not stop thinking about my God and how awesome He is to me. Nothing else matters … not the co-workers who talk about me;  not the friends who condemn me, not those who are deceitful; and not even those I thought loved but who, instead, chose to walk away. I am filled with joy unspeakable!  The world never gave me such joy – instead it came from knowing God and trusting in His promises for my life. It came through being obedient and believing that all things are possible to them that believe. LORD you are my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? LORD you are the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalms 27:1. 

Nothing can keep me from you and I have total access to you because of my faith. My faith ignites your hand to move on my behalf, to activate in me the power and authority, you have freely given. Oh God, I keep thinking about our time together … the time we share in prayer and worship. I worship you in my spirit, because my flesh wants to sleep, lie around, be lazy and do what it wants. I do not walk after the flesh, Lord, doing those things which are displeasing in your sight and un-profitable to my soul. Instead I walk after the Spirit to do those things which are profitable to me and bring you glory.  I am reminded; there is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit; Romans 8:1. 

There is no condemnation Lord! I am free in you. Our time together brings joy, peace, love, comfort, and security. You are my God and you deserve my praise. You move upon me and speak to me with your soft voice. I think of those moments – my darkest moments – you were right there to lovingly stroke my face.  Oh, how wonderfully you remind me of your love for me and how patiently you remind me that everything’s going to be okay because the things in my life are all working for my good. Working that I may be blessed to bless others; working so I don’t have to fret over those things which seem difficult – I walk by faith and not by sight. I magnify you, Oh Lord, my God; you are my joy, my strength, my reason for getting through the day. 

My moment with you, Lord, is everlasting. I dearly hold onto them because, when the enemy strikes, I can counter him with your Word.  Your Word is sharper than any two-edged sword; your Word goes forth and accomplishes. You have given me much and require so little from me. What can I do for you my Lord, how can I give unto thee?

My obedience to your Word is all you ask. Still my heart Lord, for I am overwhelmed with issues in my life. Kids, house, bills, job, and ministry obligations … all of which are a blessing … but sometimes, Lord, I see them as a burden. I look at all that needs to be done and the load seems so heavy.  But, Lord, I find that even before I get to our place – to our special meeting place – you remind me that you are carrying my load. 

Your Word tells me that the “battle is not mine but, instead, belongs to you.” 2 Chronicles 20:15.  I never meditated on that Word Lord … the battle belongs to you. That means I have no business trying to fight, figure out, lay claim, or exert any energy on battles to which you lay claim.  The battles we face on a daily basis are not even ours to fight. Awesome! God you are so faithful, “your mercy endures forever.” Psalms 118:29.  Oh God, I think of our time together, for what you said and the instruction and encouragement you gave to me. I am reminded that you are greater than what I face each day, more powerful than anything the enemy can throw my way. “You are my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Psalms 18:2. You are my love!

I desire to bask in your glory at all times. You have equipped me to stand and be still. I know that you are my God who goes before me and who will never leave my side. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is … so you must believe that you are if, indeed, you are trusting in him for all things!
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God’s Time

You have a desire to work for the Lord, to do what He wants you to do and go where He leads. You are ready to step out and go to work for God! You have seen the power of God in others and you want that same power operating in you. You want to lay-on hands and heal the sick or, perhaps, you want to be able to speak an encouraging and inspirational word to someone and witness a life change. You are ready to work miracles and stand against all. You are empowered, excited, joyful, and walking in expectancy of what could possibly happen in your life as you stand steadfast and wait on God to show you something. Give you a sign that “YES!” it is your time to go out and move in your purpose. But, have you even considered the cost? Have you counted up what might possibly happen? Have you suffered? What if God wants to send you to Africa; or wants that you leave the person you are in love with; or what if God requires you give up the desire of your eyes? Are you still excited then, are you still ready to go, can you still smile and be filled with joy over what may be expected? Basically, Saints, I’m asking you … “what are you willing to give up that you may be blessed beyond measure?”

Your walk with the Lord is not a game.  It’s not something you can want today but be ready to run the other way as fast as you can when tribulation comes … and come, it will. It is not something you can buy.  Do not think like Simon of Samaria who had the temerity to offer Peter and his companions money and asked them, “give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.” Acts 8:19-20.

This is a gift and one few truly ask for because they know that there is something required. “For where much is given much is required…” Luke 12:48.  Many who prayed for God to use them have lost and given up things that were very dear to them. They had to walk in faith and witness countless times in their lives where things were changing and, at the time, they did not know why. They cried and rethought their commitment only to reach the point of surrender, the point where they were able to honestly say, “Not my will but thine be done.” God is in control of our lives.  He leads and guides us that we may continue in His Word and be the blessing we were created to be. Saints, are you ready for the possibility to give up something that is important to you today in order to receive what God has for you? Are you able to leave the community, city or state you have become familiar with only to be led by God to go to a foreign place? Can you give up that job which pays very well and trust in God for all things? Can you speak God’s Word of salvation to your closest friends, your husband, wife, girlfriend, boyfriend, family? Are you able to walk according to God’s ways and His commandments in front of the people you hung out with, got high with, and readily sinned with? I hear the Spirit of God saying … “Not yet!”  You are not ready because you can’t even speak the Word of God to some chosen people in your life. You are afraid to stand for God at your job, where you know people are in need. You have chosen to pick and chose those to whom you will speak to about God … that is not biblical nor is it profitable for you. 
There is something required of you.  The Word tells us that a man came to Jesus and asked Him how he might have eternal life.  Jesus said, “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” Matthew 19:21.  Saints, what Jesus promised was great but that which was required to obtain the promise was something the man was not ready to give.  Saints, you may have a desire, but God wants you to be still and trust Him. You have to go through some things before you receive those spiritual riches God has in store for you. You have to be willing to surrender those things which are not of God. You have to be ready to be shaped and molded so that you may receive His instruction. You need to have some experience … some testing behind you … before you have a Word to give to another. You must have a testimony to share, your personal witness of the goodness of God.  But you will only have a testimony after you’ve been tested and have come through your trial by the very hand of God.  “For in [this] hope we were saved. But hope [the object of] which is seen is not hope. For how can one hope for what he already sees?  Romans 8:24.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
God is Lord, and there is none else!

September 5, 2007

Today

Saints, are you aware of what is going on around you? Can you stop complaining about what’s so wrong in your life long enough to notice that the world in which we live has been going through a whole lot of changes for the worse?  We get so caught up in self –in what we don’t have, in what we can’t do and how unfair everyone and everything is to us, that we fail to realize that evil is penetrating not only us, but all those around us. Why?  I’ll tell you why … because we have stopped praying for others and for the world in which we live.  Each and everyday, we witness just how far the devil has infiltrated the state in which we live, our cities, communities and, even the very neighborhood in which we live.  To one extent or another, we have all been the victims of the evil that seems to be all around us. Kids are killing kids, mothers are routinely outliving their children, and fathers desert their families so they can “find themselves” … all sorts of madness.   Father-God, in the Name of Jesus help us!

Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” Luke 10:2. Jesus looked around and determined that the harvest … those needing help … was plentiful, but that those committed to spreading the Word, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, were few. Jesus saw the pain, hurt, and total disillusionment of the people in His time on earth.  And He still sees how many of our sisters and brothers are still lost to this very day. He said we ought to pray for the Lord of the harvest, God Himself, to send labors into the harvest so that healing, deliverance, and freedom might be obtained.

Our children are dying, being taken by other children who are sick and desperate for help. Our mothers are getting younger each and everyday. Our youth are being diagnosed with HIV/Aids and, despite all of the publicity about it, many of them don’t have a clue as to how severe a diagnosis that truly is for them. Young men are becoming biological fathers, but don’t understand what it means to be a daddy … to rear a child emotionally, financially and physically because, sadly, many of them have never known the love of a real father. Saints, wake up … it is not about you and what you don’t have and how miserable you are and how no one cares. We are at the brink of national (perhaps, international) insanity for we have allowed – Yes! – allowed Satan to gain ground right under our very nose. We continue to fight in the natural, when the battle is waged in the spiritual.

The Word of God says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” James 5:16. We are to pray one for another that healing may be obtained! How can you pray for someone you hate, or dislike, you ask? How can you offer up a prayer for your sister who has brought you pain, or a brother who has done you wrong? You trust God for your own healing and pray that you may receive a revelation.  But, Saint, many of us are not operating on our own many are, instead, being lead and guided by demonic influences that are set to destroy! So, how do you pray for those in that kind of need, you wonder? The Word of God tells us that, “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. We are not fighting against the flesh, but instead against the spirit which controls the flesh. Stop looking at the person and see beyond to the spiritual.  Remember, we walk by faith not by sight. Even if those you attempt to help seem uninterested, you are called to continue to push forward in praying for them and offering a hand. 

Oh, Saints, when are we going to wake up? When are we going to say “enough is enough” and begin to do what God has called each of us to do? When are we going to step into the possibilities of what and who we are in God? The Word of God tells us we are more, more than what we think and believe of ourselves. We are needed, and it is past time that we wake up and move out in what God has equipped us to do. You can not live in the past, turn your head to a brother in need. You are your brothers’ keeper for you have the power to help, heal, and set free in your very word. The Word of God tells us, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalms 119:11. The Word of God is in your heart if you have set your heart to receive His Word! The laborers are few, but the harvest is still so very plentiful. 

Please, Saints, wake up and hear what the Lord is saying. There are so many who need what God has given only to you. Our brothers and sisters are being lead away like “sheep to the slaughter.”  It doesn’t have to be that way. If the harvest is plentiful, that means there is plenty of work that needs to be done. We have to stop thinking of self, and move above and beyond ourselves to think of others, because their fate is unavoidably attached to ours. Jesus said, “But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day of Judgment.” Matthew 12:36.

My guess is that we may all want to start paying real close attention to our behaviors, thoughts, and imaginations …

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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My Assignment

The key word saints is My. Each of us has an individual assignment, a specific purpose that God, our Father, has set for us to accomplish.  The assignment belongs to us. The command and the challenge are ours as well. The very people we are sent to (or who are sent to us) are all a part of God’s awesome master plan. God has a plan for each of us, and we are to move out as we are led to do, so that we may accomplish God’s plan for our lives. Everywhere we go and everything we do is ordained and ordered by the Lord. We are assigned to various people so as to be a blessing to them. We have something that someone needs; we are their hope, for God is moving in us to provide for the needs of someone else. 

Do you know what an inspiration you are to someone? Your calling may seem unfair at times, difficult, and even more challenging than any other.  But your faith is what keeps you standing so that someone God has placed in your life may continue to hope by what they see God doing in your life.   Today is not the day for you to worry, become discouraged, and do what you want to do, or give up.  There are far too many people depending on you and your faith to help them in areas of their lives where their faith is not as well developed as yours. 

Saints, we know that each of us has a purpose. We are not here by chance or accident. God has a plan for us and we must get to a place where we can operate and move in that plan without doubt, fear, or guilt. Why are you worrying about someone else’s purpose? Why are so many of us caught up in what God is doing for someone else instead of seeking God for ourselves? Saints, what is wrong with us that we can not discern the good that is being done by many of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Remember, we are all brothers and sisters … no one is fully functional on his or her own. We are created beings that need relationship in order to move forward, to function, and to be able to do all that God has placed in front of us to do.

The Lord said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.” Genesis 2:18.  God knew that we would need natural as well as spiritual assistance to reach the goals He set in our hearts. You are not to become a “Lone Ranger” trying to do it all. God has developed, shaped, and molded many to assist you in the vision He has given to you. Stop acting as if you are alone and there is no one to turn to. The Word of God says, “Ask, and it shall be given; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7. Are you asking for help? Moses had Aaron, Abraham had Sarah, David had Jonathan and the many others who came to his aid as he fled Saul’s wrath. Elijah had Elisha, the disciples had each other, and Paul had Barnabas. Saints, all of our brothers in Christ had someone at some point in their calling. God sends many people our way to assist as a “help meet.” Remember, God will send our way all those we need to help us on our journey.  God will even remove those in our lives who will not to profit us. 

The issue is this … we get a little mixed up in so far as our wants and needs are concerned.  We sometimes get caught up in thinking that we can find someone ourselves who will help us to go out and fulfill our destinies and do what God has commanded.  We think we need this someone we found in order for us to walk the walk God has set before us. We think we can’t do it without that man, a woman, a child or maybe a close friend. Saints, we can’t put anyone in front of God.  No one goes before our Lord and King. Our dependency must be on God and God alone. Saints, it is okay to love and want to share all that God is doing in your life with that special someone. But you must recognize your wants as opposed to your needs.  Can you function without her? Could you move out without him? Can you go alone in the natural and trust that you are being accompanied by the Spirit of God? Can you trust God enough to believe that He will never leave nor forsake you? “For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” Isaiah 50:7.

God goes with us to help, deliver, and encourage us through all you must face in our individual walks with Him.  He will send our way those He has determined will be suitable “help meets” on our walk.  We do not need to find or choose anyone to help us do what we were called and purposed to do. Only God can truly supply us with the right things and people to help us accomplish our assignment.  Saints, our destiny is not dependent upon someone in order for us to succeed. We … each and every one of us … are more, and we can accomplish great things.  It is not based upon who we believe is there to help us but, rather, on whom God has sent to help us. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Area of Weakness

Saints, have you ever determined just what area of your being is your source of weakness?  I’m talking about that area of your being that the enemy is able to continually gain access to by flooding you with thoughts and imaginings contrary to the will and purpose God has planned for your life? Are you continually having lustful thoughts, thoughts about fornication, and thoughts about getting high, drinking, cheating, or stealing? Whatever area of weakness you may be struggling with today, believe me … it is an area in which Satan will continue to successfully gain access because you have not done what you are equipped and empowered to do to eradicate those thoughts.  Since giving your life to the Lord you now find yourself constantly struggling to remain faithful to the things of God. The word of God says, “Not by strength nor by might, but by my Spirit saith the Lord.” Zechariah 4:6. We are not expected to do on our own what only God is able to do. 

My uncle used to say, “Why can I not just be completely healed and not have the desire to get high again?  Why do I have to continue to struggle in these areas? Why can’t God just heal my body?” He was always struggling in the area of addiction and could not understand why God would not move on his behalf and just bring about a total healing in his life. He suffered physically, from years of abusing drugs and he suffered mentally and emotionally because of past sins. He became so bitter at the Lord for not helping him, that he found himself time and time again falling into the same traps set by the enemy. I often wondered why he could not get a-hold on the things of God and then I realized … he wanted God to do everything. He did not have a desire to pray, seek out, and surround himself with the things of God. He only wanted the blessing and subsequent healing from God. His idea of healing and deliverance was that it was instant and nothing would remain of his past sins. The Word of God tells us that “whatsoever a man sow, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7.  Saints, if my uncle had taken the time to get to know God he would have gained the understanding that God does not work like a genie.  God blesses us that we may be a blessing, God moves on us that we may, with His guiding hand, begin to undo some things in our lives which do not align with the ways of God.

God desires to bless through instruction and experience so that we may have an understanding and foundation to speak of His goodness. If God doesn’t do anything else for us, we must get to a place where we are thankful for His saving us by sending His only begotten Son into this sin-sick world. Jesus died for our sins that we may have eternal life and restored relationship with God. Think on that blessed gift. We were in our sins – not even thinking about God – but because of His love for us, God extended His hand while we were in our sin. 

Our experience is what carries us to the next level in God. Can God completely heal? Of course, there are countless incidences of healing in the Word of God to assure us that God is able, but does this apply to everyone? No, every person and situation is very different. Addictions can be taken away for some and never thought of again, that area of weakness was fortified and closed off so the enemy must find another area to come at you. Saints, the Word of God tells us, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” John 10:10. The enemy is “as a roaring lion always seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8. He is continually waging war against our minds. The fiery darts of deception and doubt are part of the enemy’s tool kit. We must be vigilant at all times! But still for others that area of weakness is an area which they find difficult to gain victory in because of their own thinking. We are so misled when it comes to healing and deliverance. God does not have to come in and do it all, it is our responsibility to read the Word of God, to seek God day and night, to mediate on His statutes, to go to church and apply the Word of God which says, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.” Hebrews 10:25. We are to come together to exhort and encourage one another. How can you expect to rise above that which continually entraps you if you don’t even want to go to church? You find it difficult to take the time to worship. Saints, what are you doing to fortify your peace and joy? How have you stepped out of blaming others, or blaming God for what you have failed to do? Jesus said, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26.

Saints, how can you hang around the same people with whom you used to get high?  Why do you go into the same environment day after day – where you stole, hung on the corner looking for a fix, connived and cheated to get what you wanted? Why can’t you submerge yourself in the things of God so that you will be able to put those cravings and desires that are not healthy or profitable for you under subjection? They only lead to sin and destruction. What have we done to overcome the area of weakness we find ourselves pulled into over and over again? How have we taken steps to ensure that the door Satan keeps coming into is locked and fortified with the very Word of God?

Saints, it is our duty to pray, worship, and seek God that we may live and walk according to His ways and statues. We have a responsibility in our salvation for the Word of God says, “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Philippians 2:12.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Still Hurting

I believe God wants us to get a real understanding of just how devastating hurt can be to an individual. Emotional pain is psychologically debilitating. It can paralyze us and limit our functionality. There are all sorts of hurt –– we hurt when we lose a loved one; when things don’t go our way; and, when we find that the complete opposite of what we thought was going to happen takes place. We hurt when the relationship we really wanted to work out fails to do so;  we hurt when someone does something to us that is mean, spiteful, and deliberate;  we hurt when we have physical injuries;  and we also hurt when someone deliberately does or says something in an attempt to destroy our reputation. We hurt when we don’t understand why someone we love and care for just leaves … with no explanation.  You can probably name even more circumstances that cause hurt but hurt, in its purest form, is the pain we feel when something is aimed directly or indirectly at us. 

The problem with hurt is that it may be extremely difficult for some of us to move beyond the pain resulting from being hurt. We relive it day after day, night after night. Some of us are stuck in a deep “pothole” of hurt for days, months, and even years. Many of us are stuck at the same point we were when we were initially hurt. We relive the pain and constantly try to figure out what happened, why it happened, and who was to blame. Some of us get so upset over the fact that we were hurt that we begin to blame ourselves. And, to justify our mistaken belief that we are the cause of our pain, we desperately try to change something about our character, looks or attitude in an attempt to make sure that the situation will never happen again. When we allow ourselves to be stuck in this kind of place, we fail to fully realize that some hurts are just beyond our control … we had nothing to do with it.  Unchecked, the hurt can manifest itself into bitterness, resentment, and anger … all things which can destroy or, at the very least, limit our spiritual growth and we are unable to operate in our God-given calling or purpose. 

After the death of Moses, God said to Joshua, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise.” Joshua 1:2.  Moses was dead and Joshua, of course, was hurt and in mourning, but God wanted Joshua to arise, to move and get up out of the hurt and pain and do what He had purposed for his life. Many may think this was a little harsh … I mean why not give Joshua time to mourn.  Saints, God knew that Moses was in a better place and that his purpose had been fulfilled.  But, God knew there still much work to be done and He needed Joshua to get to a place within himself where he was able and encouraged to do what needed to be done. Great things lay before Joshua and being stuck in his hurt was not going to be profitable to him nor bring glory to God.  Saints, getting stuck in our hurt can cause us to miss our blessing or miss opportunities to move out and accomplish our purpose. Hurt can deaden, strip one of his/her will and it can bring forth self-destruction if not handed over to the Lord.

The Word of the Lord says, “…God comforts and encourages and refreshes and cheers the depressed and the sinking…” 2 Corinthians 7:6. God comforts those who have been hurt. But we must give it to the Lord and not dwell on what we cannot change. We think we can change everything with a word, speech, gift, or action. The real truth is that we can not change what is to be. We can not make someone care for us, love us, or even want to be our friend.

We may never understand why loved ones die, but we must take comfort in the Word which says, “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 5:8. We all have a date with death but the Word says, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 1 Corinthians 15:55.  This is not our home, and we should not expect to live forever here on this earth. We should, however, greatly desire to be with the Lord and to be home with Him.  People can not do us any physical harm with their words and actions for the Word of God says, “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shall condemn.” Isaiah 54:17. Saints, it can not come nigh unto your dwelling! Saints, it is time we relinquish the hurt, and give it over to the Lord. We are blessed … we have a purpose and plan for God has something for each of us to accomplish in this life.

We must move above and beyond the hurt. There is hope, “I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.” Psalms 71:14.  Through your hurt, praise God, in your pain, magnify His name, and when you want to give up remember He first loved you! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Guilt

Saints, we are going to deal with various emotions that entrap and entangle many of us. These emotional and psychological webs in which we find ourselves entrapped quite often hinder our ability to move out in the purpose and plan God has for our lives.  My brother, my sister … we can no longer allow these emotions to get the best of us and limit our potential in God.

Guilt is a “feeling of responsibility or remorse for some offense, crime, wrong, etc., whether real or imagined. Guilt is that part of the human conscience that brings us up short and convicts us for actions and thoughts. Guilt is that nagging voice within us all … and is meant to bring us to a realization that there is a standard and we have fallen short…”  The question we need to ask ourselves about the guilt we feel is two-fold “whose standard have we fallen short of and, if it is a standard of the Lord God’s, does He require our feelings of guilt?
When we allow ourselves to become entangled in a web of guilt, it becomes an intensely remorseful awareness of what we have (or think we have) done or have not done. Many of us get so entrapped by feelings of guilt that we engage in self-destructive behaviors … such as drug, alcohol or food addictions … in an attempt to squelch or, at the very least, numb the guilty feelings.  But listen up, Saints, before any one of us tries to convict another or start offering our opinion about the whys and wherefores of what we perceive as another’s feelings of guilt, remember what Jesus said, “… He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone” John 8:7. 

It is imperative that we live a life free of guilt, shame, hurt, and all bitterness. Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John 8:36.  Jesus came that we may have life and life more abundantly. We are to live life free of guilt because Jesus died for our sins and God chooses to remember them no more. We have an intercessor and His name is Jesus.  He sits on the right hand of God interceding for us continually. Saints, the blood of Christ paid for all … even the guilt we have allowed to permeate our lives.  We are to live life free of those emotions and conditions that are detrimental to our spiritual and personal growth. Guilt hinders any kind of growth.  It does not allow us to trust and believe in anything, because the guilt overshadows belief and trust. If we do not believe we have been forgiven of whatever sin that has caused such guilt, how are we going to please God?  The Word of the Lord reminds us that without faith, it is impossible to please God. We must come to God believing that He is able … able to forgive and remember our sins no more. 

It is the enemy who wants to keep sin in front of us, who wants to bring about enormous guilt and self-defeating attitudes that keep us further from our desired purpose in God. Saints, it is time we wake up and release guilt to God who is able to take it, bring about a change in us, and to help us overcome what the enemy had so successfully held over us. The Word of God says, “… though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. 

Most of us have done something we regret and wish we had never done. We’ve hurt others – perhaps, we’ve participated in the destruction of the character and reputation of someone we used to call “friend.”  We have brought pain to our loved ones, stolen, physically caused pain, or taken things that had sentimental value. Whatever the case, the result of our sinful behavior has left us filled with guilt.

I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “This too shall pass.”  Our feelings of guilt are only set to remind us of our sin. But God said, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9. Yes, Saints, God cleanses us from all unrighteousness! We are cleansed and that means guilt is washed away.  But if we are still experiencing any type of guilt then know, today, those feelings are not of God and we must seek God for healing.  If God remembers our sins no more than why would we, after asking for and receiving God’s forgiveness, hold onto guilt.  Are we, perhaps, going through some kind of self-punishment exercise because we, not God, believe we deserve punishment for what we have done?  God said, “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.” Hebrews 8:12.

There is a reaping from the sins we have sown, but reaping and guilt are not the same thing. The enemy will use guilt to hold us in a place of spiritual unfruitfulness and in a place of self-defeating attitudes and behaviors.  Only God knows what we will reap from the sins we have committed.  However, some of us may be well-acquainted with the physical pain and suffering the body experiences when it has been abused by addictions to drugs, alcohol or food.  Many have watched loved ones suffer the indignities of the medical treatments that accompany the abuse many a guilt-ridden person puts his or her body through.  And I think we all know, or know of, someone whose life has been cut short or who awaits death because of their addiction, which often began because of overwhelming and unnecessary feelings of guilt.  

Guilt, my brothers and my sisters, is not a punishment from God.  God desires that we live an abundant life filled with His blessings and love.  In His Holy Word, He has continually told us in many ways that He wants us to operate in the fruits of the Spirit that are within each and every of us. God is life and light … the enemy is death and darkness.

If you are holding onto guilt, release it to God and ask Him to forgive you for not believing that He forgave and remembers your sin no more. You don’t have to relive the sins of your life. People do not have the authority or power to keep alive something you have given to the Lord, and they have no right to keep reminding you of what you have done because God said, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.” Isaiah 44:22.

Who are you going to believe today … God, you, other men, or the enemy? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is here with you, have you even taken notice?

September 12, 2007

Bitterness

Bitterness breeds anger. Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John 8:36. How do we obtain this freedom? How can we live life without being bitter because of what has happened to us? How can we walk freely in forgiveness and not have it result in our becoming bitter? If you have truly forgiven, you will understand that forgiveness also comes with our being able to remember no more nor bring it up ever again. If you have made the choice to forgive someone of a wrong they have done to you, you must at that moment in time also ask God to heal you from the bitterness and guilt which may arise. You must understand that you can no longer use this against the individual. You can not and should not bring it up and use it as a weapon in an argument. If you have forgiven a person of something they have done to you then, Saints, bitterness and guilt must not enter into your heart. The Word of the Lord says, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.” Ephesians 4:31. 

Saints, we are to look to God who is merciful and filled with grace. We are not to assume that bitterness and guilt won’t come, but we may be comforted by the Word of the Lord to “Look diligently lest we fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness spring up to trouble us, and thereby many be defiled;” Hebrews 12:15. We must “look to the hills from whence comes our help.” Psalms 121:1. Did you know that bitterness, as hard as you may try to keep it under wraps, will eventually come out? Did you know that you will begin to overcompensate for everything you do and say because of the bitterness you have allowed to go unchecked in your heart? You may not even have identified the bitterness you are carrying around but, Saints, if you are arguing for no reason, finding it hard to formulate healthy relationships, always wondering about what others are thinking and than making excuses for why you are being so “snappy” towards others, and feeling so enraged then you really need to review some things in your life. God wants to help, deliver, and keep you. The Word of God says, “I, even I, am he that comforts you…” Isaiah 51:12. God desires to comfort you, and only God is able to do just that. You can not find comfort in another’s arms, bed, dream, or even in their encouragement as supporting as it may be. Only God can revive you and release the bitterness you have fed for so long.

Saints, I believe that many people hold onto their guilt as if it were something they are entitled to. They wear it like a badge of honor, using it to get back at the ones who hurt them. Saints, if you do this long enough it will be harder and harder for you to give it up so that you may receive the necessary healing. You may realize even now that you are experiencing some bitterness, but what are you doing about it that is active? How do you manage the pain in such a way that you can receive the healing? You manage the pain by admitting you are hurt and that you need God to help you. You are not the only one who has been hurt and left with the sting of bitterness. Bitterness grows and is fueled by your lack of commitment to forgive and let go. Stop believing that you have a right to feel bitter, to hold against someone the pain and hurt you experienced by their hand.

You have a right to heal and to live an abundant life. You have the right to live free of bitterness, because God has promised you life and freedom. You have a right to reach out with all that is within you and obtain what is rightfully yours. Bitterness and guilt can only hinder and limit you … not allowing you to live freely and obtain all that God has for you.

Do you want to live an abundant life? Do you want those things God has promised you? Are you looking to live a life filled with all that God is able to give to you? Are you tired of reliving and suffering from the same old hurts? Do you want peace? Saints, it is time to release the bitterness … God desires to give you something much better. Not just filler, but fulfillment, not something temporary but something eternal. God wants you to live life freely that you may be the blessing He planned you to be. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints.  God loves you and, if no one else tells you they love you, it is enough that God loves you!

September 13, 2007

Anger

We dealt with bitterness yesterday and guilt on Tuesday. Today, God wants us to deal with another result of pain … anger. “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7. Saints, do you want to move out and obtain the healing that belongs to you? Can you set your heart and mind on the things of God and allow God to deal with all that may be coming your way or has come your way.

Are we able to believe, today, that God wants the best for us?  Can we believe and accept the possibility that even if we should find ourselves on the ‘losing end’ of things today, it just may be for our good – not, as we often think, to destroy our lives or cause us pain and bring about confusion.  The Word of the Lord says, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” Ephesians 4:26.  Saints, there is nothing wrong with the emotion of anger … our Lord became angry.  But, if it is not defused we are left with a potential problem that will only cause us more pain.  When we allow anger to “simmer and stew” (allow the sun to go down upon it), it will take on a life of its own and breed more negative emotions within us that will, in turn, lead to negative behaviors  … causing us and those we love unnecessary hurt and pain.

Okay, we may have made some decisions in our lives that were not good, but we don’t have to suffer because of them for the rest of our lives. Nor do we have to live in anger because of the thoughts and mental images we conjure up as a result of our decisions. We are entitled to live freely and enjoy life. Many of us have been hurt pretty badly and have carried the results of that hurt around with us for a long time.  Sometimes, it seems as if we almost feel obligated to not give it up too quickly and we chose, instead, to hold onto our ‘right’ to become angry and, perhaps, even think about retaliating. The Word of the Lord says, “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.” Colossians 3:8.

Now, if there’s nothing wrong with becoming angry on occasion, why does God want us to put off anger? Because anger and the actions we chose to take because of it can cause us to fall back and return to the ways we used to follow before we decided to follow Jesus.  And in our anger, we ‘forget’ who we now are in Jesus and neglect to pray and trust in God.  The Word of the Lords says, “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ...” Ephesians 4:22. We are not to pick up those characteristics and attitudes which defined us before we accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior. We are now living a life free of the choices we used to make that only brought unprofitable returns. When we find ourselves using profane language and behaving inappropriately then we must reassess our actions and weigh them against the very Word of God. Saints, it is time we let go of the anger for the Lord said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” Romans 12:19. 

Aren’t you tired of holding onto the negative memories? Paul said, “… forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before …” Philippians 3:13. We are not to hold onto those things that happened to us in the past because they do nothing but hinder our growth and deter us from living a life of peace, joy, and abundance. Just think, when we choose to live our lives holding onto what we think is our “righteous anger,” we can not live up to our potential and we are not able to accomplish all that God has placed inside us.  We can’t even be happy with the “someone” God may have brought into our lives, because we have chosen to live in anger, thereby limiting us from doing anything of value. Once we have determined that “Yes, I am angry, bitter, and full of guilt,” we need to immediately give those emotions and feelings to God who is able to replace them with love, peace, and joy. Saints, “the joy of the LORD is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10.

We must live in the strength of God.  We must not submit to the results of pain but, instead, allow God to move and heal our souls that we may then be able to move out and accomplish our destiny in God. God wants us to be healed, to live a free life, to be happy, and to walk uprightly before Him without guilt, bitterness, or anger. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning saints, God is with you, and you can do all things through Christ who gives you the strength.

September 14, 2007 

Hope

After this week of encouragements, Saints, God wants you walk in hope. What are you hoping for today? What can you see yourself doing and accomplishing? Each of us has a dream, so how are we going to ignite that dream so that it becomes a reality? The Word of the Lord says, “Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.” Psalms 31:24. It begins with God. We must anchor our hope in the Lord so that God may activate in us those things He has placed in our hearts, souls, and spirits. Are we going to allow guilt, bitterness, and anger over what someone has done to us to stop us from fulfilling our dream and destiny? Does another person have that much power in our lives? If so, we may need to reassess our commitment to God.  Is God Lord and first in our life or are people? 

What is hope? The Word of God tells us, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1. Hope begins with our faith that whatever we have gone through in our life does not have the power to determine our destiny.  It has no control over where we will end up or the things we are capable of doing. Everything we can possibly dream is transformed into a hope that it can happen for us. When we hope for something, we believe in its possibility and, if we believe, the Word of God says all things are possible. We must believe that we can live a life free of guilt, hurt, shame, defeat, bitterness, and anger. We must know today that all things are working in our lives for our good. No man has the power to stop, hinder, or change what God has planned and purposed for our lives.  Saints, if God is on our side, we should not fear for “what can man do unto us?” Psalms 118:6. 

All that God has for us will, in His time, resonate within us, be revealed, and come to pass.  Hope is the belief that what we want and dream of can actually come to pass. We are the deliverer and igniter of our dreams, and God will move according to our faith.  Remember the blind men who came to Jesus for healing?  He said to them, “Believe ye that I am able to do this?  They said unto him, Yea, Lord.  Then he touched their eyes saying, According to your faith be it unto you.” Matthew 9:28, 29. Saints, we must ask ourselves … do we believe today that we can live a life free of guilt, bitterness, and anger? Do we believe it enough to bring about change in our lives?  We are not meant to live in fear; we do not have to live in self-doubt, believing that nothing good will ever happen to us.  If we believe, today, that God is able to do all things and provide good things for us then we must stand unwavering and behave as if it has already been done. 

The Word of God says, “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness.” Romans 4:3.  Because of Abraham’s faith, he was able to move the very hand of God and God was able to do extraordinary things in Abraham’s life because he decided to believe God.  Like Abraham, some of us have also been given a vision, perhaps it came in a dream and we were able to see where we should be going and what we should be doing in our lives.  It is up to us to keep that vision and dream constantly before us to inspire us to set the goals necessary to accomplish the things we were blessed to witness. The attainment of our vision and dream is dependent upon no one but each of us.  No one can change that vision or dream, and no hurt is deep enough to eradicate it from our hearts.  Man didn’t give us our vision, and man is powerless to take it from us.  But we can hinder ourselves.  Saints, we truly have no idea what our faith and hope in the Lord can bring to pass. We can not imagine the opportunities and blessings awaiting us if we will just take that step of faith.

Saints, can you believe in the unseen, the unknown, and the impossible? Can you believe that God can, will and wants to be the author of your life?  Can you set aside everything you’ve learned and come to know in your life in this world and determine within yourself to just believe in God, His Word and His promises?  Can you believe that God will, today, bring about a change in your life, and that He will heal you.  Can you believe God when He tells you that He will provide for you, care for you, and love you always?  God is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more that you can ask or think.  God can do it, and it’s past the time for you to believe, have faith and hope in the Lord so that you may begin to live the abundant life God has promised to you. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Truly our God is awesome; He is the Lord God almighty, the King of Glory!

September 17, 2007 

I Must Know Why

Saints, have you ever wanted to know why, just why? Has that question burned in you to the point of “driving you crazy?”  I mean, you just had to know!  You felt as if you just couldn’t carry on with anything until SOMEBODY told you why? My God, I believe we’ve all been in this desperate place at some point in our life. This was a place where the answer to “why” was never really manifested and we were left feeling “empty.” We couldn’t exactly explain it, but we realized there was some void, a fissure in our being, that needed to be closed.

Closure brings with it opportunity … an opportunity to heal and move on. But what if we never receive the answer to our “why” question? Can we truly be healed and move on? We may get stuck wondering why something happened, why he or she did what they did. Why things are this way or that way? We may feel it’s our right to know and the other person’s duty to give us a reason. But, the fact of the matter is, we may never be given a reason, an explanation or even an excuse for the “why.”  We may just have to trust that whatever happened or didn’t happen was, in the long run, for our own good. The Word says that God “reveals the deep and secret things: he knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him.” Daniel 2:22.

God reveals to us those things He wants us to know.  Many times the enemy will use the painful and negative things that happen in our lives to deter us from receiving what God has for us. However, the devil’s deceitfulness and lies have no power to tie the hands of God from moving in our lives. Satan can’t do it, but we can through our own disbelief and lack of faith.  Believe and have faith in God, today, and know that He will never allow anything to happen to us that He is not in complete control of – even those things we feel are unbearable and those things we question.  When we open ourselves to the love and power of God, He will use all the things that happen to us … positive and negative … for His glory and through Him, we will be blessed.

Saints, do you realize what power lies in our hands? Do you know what authority we have to cast down any thing that tries to exalt itself against the knowledge of God? Do you know that, through Jesus Christ, we can call things into being which do not exist? Romans 4:17. We have power but we can’t use it because many of us are stuck in the “why” of everything.  We must understand that some questions have no answers. Some questions are set-up to keep us wandering in our own personal “desert” searching for the non-existent, and to keep us from acknowledging God who is in control of all things. The Word of God says, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” James 4:3. We don’t have the things in our life that bring life, prosperity, deliverance, and change because what we are, more often than not, seeking those things that are unprofitable and lacking in the ability to bless us and bring about a change in our lives.  Most often, we seek answers to questions because we only want to get back at someone; have ammunition against another; or do harm in some area of the life of the one who hurt us. We want to retaliate, but at what cost? 

Saints, we become so consumed with knowing something that isn’t even important or relative to our spiritual growth that we sacrifice a life of peace and joy in our search for the unknowable and wind up entrapped in frustration, anger, anxiousness, and bitterness. Jesus said, “… If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.” Luke 17:3. We rebuke by confronting our brothers and sisters about what they have done, giving them the opportunity to acknowledge the wrong. We must not hold those things against them or charge them unnecessarily. We do not have this power, the Word of God says, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: …” Luke 6:37. We need to pray and approach the person in love for the Word of God says, “… let our lives lovingly express truth [in all things, speaking truly, dealing truly, living truly]…” Ephesians 4:15 (Amplified).  In love, Saints, this is how we are we to express and confront – in this way lies our strength! How can we to expect the forgiveness of God when we can not forgive our brothers and sisters and show forth the love of God that is supposed to be in us? The Word of God asks, “If a man says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he that loves not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” 1 John 4:20.

Saints we are to live free – free of guilt, hurt, shame, defeat, anger, and all bitterness. Christ died and rose again that we may have life and that life more abundantly. We do not have to live our lives constantly wondering “why?” nor be burdened by questions that have no control or power over us. We must not allow any person to have this kind of control over us. When we allow ourselves to be consumed by our efforts to figure out “why,” we miss vital opportunities to have God to bless us as He so desires! We are meant to live free and that means we must, through the Grace of God, be able to let go of the things we have allowed to plague us. Give it to the Lord who is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more that we could ever ask or think. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
September 18, 2007

Is it Ripe Yet?

Saints have you ever wanted something so desperately that you just had to have it no matter the cost? Many of us love bananas or some other fruits.  Most of know that if we eat a piece of fruit that has not fully ripened we can get sick and, when that happens, we don’t experience the sweetness and nutritional value that is found in the fruit.  That’s why when it comes to fruit, most of us wait until the fruit is ripe so that we can fully enjoy the experience of eating the fruit.

Well, the same concept holds true of other things in life.  We should want to experience the true value of all that we experience.  We should not do things because it feels good or just because we think an experience should be this way or that way. We’ve all heard sentiments like those that follow and many of us have said them … “He makes me feel good and that is why I want to be with him.”  “She makes me feel good when she does this or that.”  But, Saints, what about when he or she doesn’t do what makes us feel good? What are we left with or, to put it another way, what value is there in being with that person?  And, let’s get real here, Saints, no human being can make us “feel good” 24/7/365 … it just isn’t humanly possible!

The Word of the Lord says, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.” Psalms 27:14. Why wait? We need to wait because God is able and “… shall supply all [our] need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. God is able and willing to give us what is of true value because He gives according to His riches and glory!

Saints, we have a tendency to “want what we want and when we want it” and when is usually “NOW!”  But is it truly the right time or season?  Are we where we need to be in order to fully appreciate the value of what we have and what God has done for us? I know many people who are waiting for that special man or woman, that dream house, or that perfect job but, I wonder how are they utilizing the time that’s spent waiting for their desire?  God wants us to wait in order that we may understand that there truly is a time and season for all things … even those things we desperately want.  Just imagine if we were able to have everything we think we want at any given moment.  Let’s think about all the things we were so certain we wanted (but, thanks be to God, didn’t get).  Think about how detrimental it would have been to us and those around us if we had been able to realize all of those dreams and desires.  If we are unwilling to wait until we are ripe for a relationship, for instance, then we may find ourselves in a relationship just for the sake of being able to say we are in one. We may, in our haste, miss a blessed opportunity to get to know someone naturally and spiritually. We will have failed to experience our “waiting time” in communion with God where He could have shown us things about ourselves we need to work on … improve or change … so that in the fullness of time, His time, we would have been truly ready for the experience we desire. That time, spent with God, is precious and vital to our being able to develop healthy, long-term relationships.

Do you want to get married just because all your friends are either married or engaged?  Are you lonely and feel you just need that emotional and physical contact? Or, is it because you think you can’t abstain until marriage and are taking 1 Corinthians 7:9, “But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn” literally and without proper study?  Remember, Saints, we must approach the Word of God with a mind to study and not take any passage out of context with a mind to interpret it to make it “fit” our current need and desire. 

The Word of God says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven …” Ecclesiastes 3:1.  Everything in our lives is set for a determined time and season. We are being fully developed, conditioned, molded, and shaped to receive from God, and to be the blessing God has purposed each of us to be. We may feel we are ready for whatever it is we desire right now and truly believe within our heart that the time is now!  But, we cannot see things (including ourselves) as God does.  The Divine reality may be that what we are seeking and desiring may not be for us right now.  Notice, Saints, God has not said “NO” to our desire, what He said was … “Not now!”

Consider this … our heart’s desire may not yet be ripe or mature enough to fit who we are.  Our heart’s desire may not be ripe or mature enough to be with us in the place to which God has brought us nor have the ability to be in line with what He has in store for us as time goes on.  Saints, every day we must ask ourselves: “Do I believe that God is able?”  Further, we need to determine every day … take it one day at a time, Saints … “Do I believe that what I feel must come under God’s subjection so that I can know and do what is right?” We receive thoughts each and every day that are contrary to truth and to the Word of God.  At those times, we must be able to exercise the power and authority we have been given by God to “Cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalted itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ …” 2 Corinthians 10:5.  Our every thought must be brought into obedience to God, and we do this by applying scripture. We try the thought by the scripture we have within our heart. However, Saints, if we have not studied the Word of God to show ourselves approved, we will most assuredly have difficulties when Satan throws diverse and sometimes conflicting thoughts at us in rapid-fire fashion, hitting our brains like fiery darts from the abyss.

Saints, everything that occurs in our life has a season.  People, places, and things all have their ordained time in our life. We can not and should not want to rush what may be in store for us in due time. God knows our fears, hurts, loneliness, and desires. The Word of God says, “Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” Psalms 37:4.  We must focus on the Lord; He alone must be our delight. Only God is able to give us want we seek and what we need … though not necessarily according to what we feel or think we want.  Remember, our feelings often change with the weather, of with the addition or removal of a few of the people in our lives, our feelings often change with different situations, or with exposure to different ideas … our own ideas and or those of others.  We may think we’re ready, but only God knows exactly when we are indeed ready.

It’s one thing to think and be pretty sure about something or to feel, it’s probably so, but it is a whole other realm when we know that something is right and that it’s the right time because we waited on God and we did it God’s way and not our own. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning God, I bless you name and honor your presence! 

September 19, 2007

My Personal Insecurities


Yes, our insecurities are personal.  However, we tend to project them out towards others and react because of them. We determine how, what, where, and when … all based on the feelings and emotions tied to our insecurities. We make plans and decisions based on what we think and believe about ourselves. We’re all aware of the insecurities suffered by our brother Moses. He said to the Lord, “LORD, O my LORD, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” Exodus 4:10. Moses had insecurities based on what others may have told him and, based on their opinion; it’s what he undoubtedly believed of himself. 

What are your personal insecurities and how are you allowing them to dictate your actions? Insecurity is a lack of confidence and self-doubt. God is all about confidence. He continually reminds us in His Word to be of good courage because He goes before us.  He protects and keeps us, and it is God who provides us with what we need in order to do that which He has called us to do.

Self-doubt is fueled by our own thoughts and imagination and they are contrary to the truth of God. Personal insecurities keep us focused on what, we believe, we are unable to do. Insecurities are like coverings that lock us in doubt, and doubt is something we can not afford to entertain if we are truly in God. We can not focus our attention on what we are able or not able to do. Our walk in the Lord is not about our abilities but are, instead, about our abilities in God. It is about us trusting God enough to move out of our comfort zone and into the realm of faith and belief that will allow us to achieve what we would never have attempted or have even thought possible without the hand of God.

God is able Saints, but we must believe and have faith.  We need to understand that what we see with natural eyes will quite often deter us from what can be.  We must remember that we walk by faith and not by sight. We walk by what we are able to do in God and not what we think we can or can not do by ourselves.

Do you believe … right now, as you read this … that God is able?  Do you believe He is able to do in you what your personal insecurities have kept you from doing on your own? God answered Moses and said, “Who hath made man's mouth? Or who makes the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have not I the LORD?” Exodus 4:11. God is able and more powerful than we modern men and women give Him credit for. It was God who created us, so it is He who knows us best. Not your mother, father, sister or brother, and not the friends and family who only know you from limited past experiences on a superficial level. They don’t know your spirit nor do they know what you are capable of doing based on who you are in God. The Word of God says, “What man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?” 1 Corinthians 2:11. 

We get so caught up in what we can not do, where we can not go, and how we are unable to achieve – and, Saints, all these negatives are based on what we believe and what others have, unfortunately, told us of ourselves. Our insecurities will not keep God from doing what He wants to do in our lives, but our belief in and reliance upon our insecurities can get in our way and keep us from achieving that which God has so lovingly prepared us to do. 

God is able and He is in control of all things, even our insecurities.  Based on what we have been told by others coupled with how we learn to perceive ourselves, we may come to believe that what God is trying to do in our lives is impossible.  We may believe that the things of God are unattainable because of the shortcomings we see in ourselves.  And, don’t forget, the shortcomings we see in ourselves are based on our insecurities. The Word of the Lord says, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23.  Jesus said “if you can believe” … believe what?  Believe that God is able to do the impossible in and through you.  Saints, we must have courage and trust in God.  We must believe, have faith and, “lean not on our own understanding, but in all ways acknowledge God” and what He is able to do.

The Word of God tells us that the anger of the Lord was kindled against His servant Moses because Moses refuted God with his constant denial of his ability to do as God wished.  God knew Moses could do all things because He was going to provide Moses with all the skills and knowledge he needed. God, Himself, was going with Moses to protect, keep, and provide. But Moses could not see all that he was able to do in God and, instead, trusted in his own knowledge of himself and in his belief in his own insecurities. Despite all the unbelievable things Almighty God had shown him and despite all that he knew in his heart about what God wanted him to do, Moses could not get past his insecurities, his self-doubt and his belief that he knew himself better than God.  But God, even though His anger was kindled, showed mercy and provided Moses a spokesman – his brother, Aaron.  God said, “I will help both of you speak … [Aaron] will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. Exodus 4:16.

All of this was done because of Moses could not see past his personal insecurities. God was merciful and provided Moses with something he really didn’t need, but God knew it would help Moses go ahead and do what he could have done with only the help of God.  Moses focused on his perceived limitations and missed the opportunity to know God in a way that would have only strengthened his faith and walk with God.  Saints, it is not about us or what we can or can not do.  It is about our being obedient and trusting in what God is able to do in us -- through our faith! God is … so we can do all things. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Bless the name of the Lord, give Him praise continually! He is worthy.

September 20, 2007

Who AM I

God is the great “I AM,” He is the beginning and the end, eternal, merciful, faithful, loving, provider, protector, God, Lord, and much more. But you can’t just take my word for it … or any other persons’ … you must, instead, find out who God is for yourself. You must seek and discover God’s attributes and characteristics and how they pertain to your spiritual maturity and elevation in God. We experience many, many things over the span of our lifetimes, but there was nothing new in what we have experienced for the Word of God reminds us that “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” Ecclesiastes 1:9.  Our brothers and sisters from the distant past and those who live today have gone through similar things.  We learn how to get through and over those things by studying the Word of God.  Saints, there must be a test so that you may have an ‘overcoming’ testimony! 

Saints, to be grounded in God is to get to know who God is in such a personal way that we can be continually confident as to what God is able to do in our life. I’ve often wondered … just how do we get to know God?  I mean He is awesome, magnificent, Lord, and King. How can one get to know a God who is the creator of all things? He is powerful, awesome, and authoritative … Lord of all!  How can we become acquainted with Him and with all that He is? We have His Word, but are we able to come before him? Can we enter into His courts and approach His throne? Who gives us this authority, the access, and the invitation?  Under normal circumstances, a citizen’s access to the President is based on whether the person is well known in political or corporate circles and how much power and authority the individual can wield.  The President does not see just anyone even though he is elected to represent all Americans. We just can not call the White House and expect to get him on the phone. We expect our local city council members, mayor and governor to listen to our concerns and address them.  We hope that our Senators and Congressmen will listen to our concerns, take them seriously and then provide the President with a thorough and honorable presentation of our concerns. Oh Saints, this is where the glory of God so shines in our lives. Our access to the Lord is not based upon who we are, He doesn’t care whether we are well-known or unknown by any but Him, and He’s not at all concerned about the level of our power or wealth … our access to the Lord God is based solely upon our belief in Him.   Since God is obviously greater than our President, the most powerful man we know, then how do we to gain access to Him?  

The Word of the Lord tells us that God desired to restore relationship with us.  To accomplish this, “… He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believed in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. Therein lies our invitation, our access, and our authority … Jesus Christ. The Word of the Lord says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16. We can boldly come, without fear, to our God who first loved us. Because of God’s mercy and grace, we have been granted through Christ Jesus access to God and to all God has planned and purposed for our lives. “We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:2. Our access to get to know this awesome God is our faith in Christ Jesus. Our belief that God loves us so much that He wants us to come to Him just the way we are. To get to know God is to study His Word that we may be confident in who He is and recognize that in understanding who God is we will begin to know who we are in God. It is God who gives, takes, and orders. God and God alone is able to do in our lives what begins with only a dream or thought. God can fulfill in us what we only think is possible. 

Saints, God said unto Job, “Surely God will refuse to answer [the cry which is] vanity (vain and empty--instead of abiding trust); neither will the Almighty regard it.” Job 35:13. Remember the Word of God says we must come first believing He is. To get to know who God is we must believe what He has done in order for us to gain access to that understanding. God’s desire is for us to know who He is, to draw near to Him, not just our mouths, but with our hearts.  We need to have the desire to know Him and who He is. Saints, God is mighty, and yet despises no one or regards anything as trivial, “He is mighty in power of understanding and heart.” Job 36:5. If we want to know who God is, then we must let go and follow after the knowledge found in the Word of God. The Word of the Lord says, “He that follows after righteousness and mercy finds life, righteousness, and honor.” Proverbs 21:21. We are assured to find life, righteousness, and honor. We can only obtain righteousness through God and the honor He pours upon us. “For this is what the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.” Isaiah 45:18.

God is seeking you, wanting you to get to know Him so that you may be confident in whom you are in God.  The Lord wants you to have an understanding of what you can accomplish and obtain if you trust and believe. Who is God? Answer this question confidently for yourself as you seek the answer in the Word of the Lord.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is very much alive and standing right by your side!

September 21, 2007

Living

Saints, to live is to breathe for most people. They assume that just because they are breathing and have reasonably good health, they are living. Others believe that having money, fancy cars, jewelry, and major investments is … living.  However, the Word of God says “the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 1 Timothy 6:10. Saints, how do you define living? How have you “erred from the faith” so that you may live in the moment?

To live in the moment is to just “get by,” to enjoy sin for a season with no profit or growth. We need to take a look at how we are living and where our heart resides, “For where your treasure is,” the Word of God says, “there will your heart be also.” Matthew 6:21. Some of us may view living as just “getting by” but God desires that we live life abundantly – not according to things, but according to the Spirit … in faith and in love. The Word of God says, “Charity [love] suffers long, and is kind; charity envies not; charity vaunts not itself, is not puffed up.” 1 Corinthians 13:4. Saints, love is living! Having the love of God residing in us is to live life to its fullest because we will then go after the things of God … this is to live. To live in greatness, fulfillment, strength, and courage! The Word of God says, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. Saints, this life is what we make it in God, not what the world would have us believe life to be. If we have indeed given our life to God through our faith in Christ Jesus, then we will understand that we live only because of God … because He lives in us.  Because He resides in us, God enables us to do that which we would have never thought possible.  To our surprise, we find ourselves able to do things we would have never even tried before.  Through our faith and belief we can live according to our faith and truly begin to understand how it is that “in Him we live, and move, and have our being,” Acts 17:28. 

Saints, God created us in His image and likeness to live according to the plans and purpose He ordained for our lives from the beginning of time. We have been given something wonderful that no man or demon is able to take from us – the authority of God to have dominion and power – if we will trust in God and trust what He has created us to be. The Lord said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creep upon the earth.” Genesis 1:26. We were created to have dominion over the earth and the things in the earth which God also created. We lost this power and authority when Adam and Eve sinned. But praise God, we inherited this power and authority through Jesus when He gave His life for us and restored us back to God and to the original plan of God for our lives. Saints, this is living – living according to who we are in God that we may begin to do those things we are capable of and destined to do. How can we truly live without knowing who we are? How can we expect to achieve when we have no clue as to what we are able to do and how we can overcome because of the power and authority God has restored back to us? We are more than conquerors; we are able to do the extraordinary if we believe today that life is not about just “getting by.” 

We have to grow in our understanding of life and the plan God had ordained from the beginning for us.  Saints, Paul said, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21. How could he make such a profound statement? Because he lived according to what God had planned for his life. Paul trusted not in himself or life but in God and the life which God had ordained for him. He believed life could only be found in God, that true life rested in faith in our Lord and savior Christ Jesus. He said, “I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,” Philippians 3:13. Paul knew nothing he had achieved in his current life warranted him to boast or could define living, to truly live was Christ, and doing those things in God that God enabled him to do according to his faith. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is truly watching over us and keeping each of us continually!

September 24, 2007

Reaping

Saints, God spoke to my heart and said these words, “It is reaping season.” The Word of God says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sow, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7. If we truly believe this verse then we must know that our labor is not in vain. God is going to give us the desires of our heart if we just hold firm. The Word is telling us, in no uncertain terms, to not be deceived into believing that we will not reap what we have sown … good or bad. This is not a Word spoken only to our forefathers … this Word of God applies equally to those of us living today.  As committed Christians, we should only want to sow those things in our lives that will result in a reaping that brings us further into the things of God … closer and closer to that which He has called us to do. Spiritual reaping is not about winning or being paid, it is about receiving that which we have sown in the Name of Jesus Christ throughout our lives. Whatever we have sown – be it as an individual, as a part of our earthly ministry or as a part of moving forth in our purpose in God – we stand to reap according to the faith we deposited into our belief in God and in what He was able to do for us in our lives.

Saints, it is so essential for us to get the dynamics of sowing and reaping. God wants to bless us, to provide for us, and to move us into the right direction and position for reaping. Only by trusting, believing, and working our faith can we reap the blessings God has for us.  We know that when we receive a Word it is not just for us, but is also for us to speak to the masses. God is able and, if we have been faithfully sowing what God has set before us, then God truly wants to bless us.

Abraham was truly a man of God and followed after the ways of God. Abraham knew what many of us know … he knew that God is able to not only provide for us, but to also usher us into the reaping season.  The King of Sodom wanted to reward Abraham with goods after he and his servants smote the enemies of Sodom.  But Abraham said, “I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to a shoe latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich.” Genesis 14:22-23.  Abraham knew who his provider was and he knew he didn’t need to take anything from one who was not a believer in God and who did not believe all of what God was able to do.

Saints, you and I must trust what we have committed unto God. God will greatly reward us, for as He said to Abraham, “Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Genesis 15:1.  God is able to take us up to the next level.  But, are we able to stand firm, focused, and committed … knowing in our heart of hearts that God remains by our side and will never leave nor forsake us?

Have you have been waiting, desiring, trusting, believing, and holding on to the very Word of God?  Have you believed in your heart that God has not forgotten? God says He will bless us if we kept His commandments and statues and follow after His ways. Or, have you “said in [your] heart, God hath forgotten: [God] hides his face; [and] he will never see it [my deed].” Psalm 10:11.  Saints, know that we will never see or reap what God has in store for us if we don’t stand firm in what we have been doing in His name, and remain on the course He has set.

Yes, Saints, we face many obstacles and hurdles but, in the name of Jesus, we hold on.  We may have suffered and wondered why; cried and doubted sometimes; given and not received. But, the Word of God says, “God is not a man that he should lie; neither the son of man that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” Numbers 23:19. 

This is your reaping season, stand firm and receive what God has for you!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless Saints! God is all you need!

September 25, 2007

In The Moment
In the moment, I have done many things of which I am not proud.  I have caused myself and others shame, hurt, and a lot of worry.  I have brought down characters and failed to restore sorrows … all because I chose to act in the moment.  When I was in the moment, I never thought about the other person, never weighed the consequences; nor did I consider who might get hurt. It was all done in the moment.  I didn’t pray or seek God for His direction … I was wrapped up in the moment of fear, doubt, shame and deceptive thoughts.  I felt as if time was somehow against me and I that had to move or miss the opportunity ... whatever I thought the opportunity was.  I made the choice without thinking, without praying, and without regard. I allowed the moment to rule and dictate my actions.

Saints, the choices we make are not hidden from God – the Word of God says, “O God, thou know my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee.” Psalms 69:5.   God knows the desires of our heart, He is aware of all those things we continually struggle with.  But, my brothers and my sisters, we must stand firm in the midst of what we feel and what our emotions may be putting us through. We must not react out of fear, doubt, hurt, or shame. We must not operate out of emotion but from what we know truth to be. God’s Word is truth and, if we are to move beyond operating out our emotions, we must learn to stand on His truth and none other. Saints, it doesn’t matter how right something feels.  We must not be motivated by what feels right … as Children of God, we must be motivated by the truth according to God Almighty. The Word of God says, “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” Psalms 25:5.  Saints, we must desire the things of God and then, be willing to wait on Him and not move according to feelings and emotions. 

The moment is just that … a moment which will pass.  It is a moment wherein we have the opportunity to reason within our mind according to the very Word of God.  When that ‘feeling’ comes, one of several things may occur ... we either say, “I’ve got to move now!” or we ‘analyze it’ and believe that what we decide to do is “logical” because we’ve used our mind even though our thoughts are, in most cases, not aligned with the Word of God. You feel, you think:  “I have to do this!” “I must call!”  “I must see him or her!” “I’ve to do it … or else!”  Saints, we can not get caught up in the moment, for the moment will pass and we will find ourselves laden with sorrow, shame, and more anguish than we started with. The Word of God says, “There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12.  Saints, while it may seem right at the time, the Word of God reminds us that way leads to death.  Is it a physical death?  In some cases it is, but it can also be a mental, psychological, emotional, or spiritual death which, if you think about it, is far worse than physical death because you will suffer everyday.  Make your decisions with care and remember to try them by the very Word of God.

Paul said, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.” 1 Corinthians 10:23.  Saints, we do have a choice – we are most assuredly free to move in the moment without thinking, praying, or seeking God for direction. But the Word of God is telling us that not all things presently in the moment are good for us. If our choices fail to edify that of God which is in us, it will only lead us to sin and to do those things that are against truth – and those type choices are always against the ways of God. 

The Word tells us that Jesus is “… the way the truth and the life…”  John 14:6  If Jesus is the way, then why wouldn’t we seek Him in the moment instead of moving on our own thoughts, feelings, emotions and imagination? Why wouldn’t we call on Him when we feel angry, deceived, used, and abused? Why would we bypass a God who is able to supply all our needs? God wants to give us the desires of our heart if we will diligently seek and follow after Him. God is there for us!  There’s no need for us to ever think or feel we are all alone.  We need never feel as though the situation in which we find ourselves is greater than what God is able to do. When a moment is upon us … we must call out to God in the moment and not allow the moment to dictate how we will react and respond. God is able to supply us with what we need in the moment!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus,

Tonya Jones Founder/President GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, God is so wonderful, enjoy his awesomeness!

Evangelism







September 26th 2007
Saints, how many of you attempt evangelism?  Evangelism, simply put, is the preaching of the gospel. Can you with care and courage share the word of God? Can you without fear tell your brother or sister about God and the gift of salvation? Can you begin with your family? What if they don’t listen? What are your obligations then? Jesus said to the disciples, “Whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.” Luke 9:5. There are many who will not listen, but we are charged to spread the gospel … not convert. The Word of God does that, “For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 (Amplified). 

The Word of God also says, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.” Matthew 7:6. The Word of God is a precious treasure, and the Word tells us, "Happy is the man that finds wisdom and the man that gets understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver and the gain thereof than fine gold. She [wisdom] is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her" Proverb. 3:13-15.  The Word of God is wisdom which can not be compared to any other. Wisdom is the foundation from which we grow spiritually, and mature in God through His Word.  People have a hard time understanding things that are spiritual and many times just don’t know how to react. We know this to be true because we are reminded in the Word of God that “…the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14.  Saints, when we gain this wisdom we should be excited and willing to share but, we share with the understanding that it is God who directs, leads, and speaks through us.  We are never alone even if we are standing ‘by sight’ alone. Spiritually, God never leaves our side! 

We must understand of who we are and understand the power we have by applying the Word of God to our lives. Remember our life is to be an example to all who care to see.  Our life is to be a testimony that tells in word and action where we have been, what we have been through and how we conquered through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. So the application of the Word is vital in being able to spread the gospel because people will be looking at us and all the things we do. We are holy because God is in us, not because of ourselves. Saints, the Word says, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16. Why would you bind yourself to that which is not of God and, hence, unholy? Why would you fret over people who have no direction and do not have relationship with God? You have dominion to begin to move and operate as God has intended by “calling those things which be not as though they were.” Romans 4:17.

We do not have to force God’s truths on anyone!  The Word of God says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32.  Perhaps, you may think someone is not receiving the truth as you think they should and, as a result, you decide to change the way in which you present a message or make it your business to meet that person everyday with the Word of God.  Sometimes, this kind of dedication is necessary, but not in most cases.  The truth of the God’s Word speaks to each person in a different way … this is what sets them free. God meets us where we are in our life. Remember, whether the person you are evangelizing hears the truth of God’s Word does not wholly depend upon you!  It is not just on you but rather, as Our Lord said, “neither he who plants is anything nor he who waters, but [only] God Who makes it grow and become greater.” 1 Corinthians 3:7 (Amplified). Saints, it is God who gives the increase … not you.  You are called to water other ‘plants’, so that the one who does not know God will begin to be strengthen and receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior! Don’t be afraid to spread the gospel; don’t be discouraged from speaking His Word! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones Founder/President of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is good and worthy to be praised!

September 27, 2007

Less is More

Pushing back against those things that are troubling you is not a physical exertion but instead a spiritual illumination. You are not to exert force in your natural state, but are, instead, to trust in the Spirit for therein lies your strength. Your worship is a form of spiritual push, your prayers, and faith in God as well. The Word of the Lord says, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24.

Saints, it is time we stop operating out of sheer force and physical might. God did not intend for us to do battle in the physical sense but, instead, to trust Him to battle that which originated in the spiritual for us. You may today be feeling tired and defeated but please know that God knows exactly how you feel. You may be experiencing doubt because of a situation that keeps arising in your life, but God has not forgotten. “Stand … and see the salvation of the Lord…” Exodus 14:13. God will show forth His might by your faith. Your faith is what ignites God to move on your behalf, not your physical strength which will fail you every time. God wants to speak to those who are feeling tired and questioning the move they may have made. You made the right move for you sought God before moving. Trust in what God has done in your life, even if things look discouraging. Satan uses our senses to distract us into believing his lies. He sends distorted pictures but never gives the full truth, for there is no truth in him. God said we are to walk by faith and not by sight so no matter how it may look, you should not be concerned for God does not deal with how things look, but instead with the truth of how things truly are. Do you trust him? Then walk by faith.

You may feel today that you have less and it will not be enough. But praise God for He moves mightier in less. Saints, God is about His glory being honored and, a by-product  of moving in your life may just be His glorification by someone who, today, may not know Him. Remember your situation is not just about you, but about touching the lives of those who are still in darkness. So, perhaps, you do have less now and are looking at how you are ever going to make it. The Word of God tells us of Gideon and how God called him to deliver of the Children of Israel from their enemies. Gideon had an army of 32,000 going up against an army of 132,000. God told Gideon, “The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them against me, saying, mine own hand hath saved me.” Judges 7:2. Unfortunately, many times we fail to give God the glory for the things He has done in our life. We feel those things were accomplished by our own might, but the Word of God says, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6,  It not your might, but the power of God moving and operating in your life. 

Now, Saints, I love the Lord … but come on, how many of you would have questioned that move? They were already outnumbered and God felt they had too many? God took Gideon’s army which was originally 32,000 down to 300 faithful. Saints, it’s something about remaining faithful. The Word of God says, “be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:58.  If you remain faithful in the midst of trials and tribulations, God will deliver you! Gideon and the 300 won not because they trusted in their own skills and power but, instead, because they trusted in God to deliver them. Don’t trust in your situation … even if it looks good.  Don’t start looking at your situation, questioning whether or not it was a good move.  Believe that God can work with less … He is able.   Trust the Lord, for He says, “my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways…” Isaiah 55:8. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones Founder/President of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
God is good … praise Him for He is worthy of your praise.

September 28, 2007

Does Time Heal All?

I’m sure you’ve heard that cliché many times over the years.  And I’m also sure that you’ve wondered, as I have, if it is really true.  For a child of God, it is only partially true. It is true in the sense that our healing does not require us to wait until ‘X’ amount of time passes; rather it depends on our effectively using time to seek God for our healing.  So the question is not “Does time heal all pain,” instead, the question should be, “Have I used my time to seek God as I should?”

Do you realize that pain has the power of projection?  What do I mean?  We tend to project the results of our pain on others and, inadvertently, act in ways which are displeasing to God. I’ve have been wondering about this for quite some time.  I’ve been hurt and, even though time has passed, I know there is residual pain that, from time to time, catches me unawares.  I sought God on this matter and I believe that what I found out will bless you … it truly blessed me!

Jeremiah said, “Woe is me for my hurt! My wound is grievous; but I said, truly this is a grief, and I must bear it.” Jeremiah 10:19. Grievous pain, the pain of caring for someone and believing they cared for you only to have them hurt you is excruciating. Jeremiah truly suffered for he cared about his brethren and only wanted them to repent and turn from their evil ways. Instead they turned on him as he spoke the words of the Lord and treated him horribly. We may not be able to identify with this sort of pain, but we can through our own suffering acknowledge and empathize with his pain.

When does the hurt begin to heal and you feel better? When does your heart stop aching, and when do your emotions come back into alignment? How can we truly begin to live without thinking about the one that hurt us, or how badly we were hurt? Jeremiah said he had to bear the pain. Bearing the pain allows us, over time, to understand that the pain had a reason and purpose.  In Jeremiah’s case, it is clear that his pain was a result of the work he was called by God to do.  (Our pain, on the other hand, is often the result of our own unresolved issues of which we, ourselves, are the author.) Jeremiah understood that he could not focus on himself, he knew his focus needed to be on what God was able to do and what God had promised. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” Matthew 5:11-12. 

We ought to rejoice for our reward is not according to the ways of this world, but will be according to what God has stored up for us in heaven. We must stop looking back and recalling the situation and the associated pain.  Instead, we need to open our eyes … the natural and spiritual eyes … so that, in time, we can see the change, the growth, and/or the wisdom gained as a result of going through that trying time and experience the joy that accompanies the discovery that “we’re over it.”  Okay, so how do we see the joy of a situation that caused us pain?  We need to recall Romans 8:28 which says, “... all things work together for our good ...”  And consider this, my brothers and sisters … though my pain was necessary for my good, if I had continued to focus on the pain and the injustice I would not have been able to live the abundant life God wants me to live. This is where time comes in … it is not about the length of time, as much as it is about the quality of the time. Are you utilizing the power you have to move out of your pain? Are you trusting and believing God by mediating on His Word and seeking His direction, or are you wasting time going back and forth over the pain?

I noticed I had become bitter and that bitterness caused me to project feelings of anger toward the one who hurt me. Saints, no one deserves your un-dealt with pain. Yes, pain needs to be dealt with and given the proper attention and place. As Jeremiah stated he went through and he suffered, but he held onto the truth that some pain is for our good to keep us humble; to bring us to a better understanding of some things God wants us to deal with in our lives; or it has to do with what God desires to do in our lives as a result of the pain.

God is so good and when we focus on the pain, we waste valuable time. We miss the purpose and plan God has for our life when we can’t see past the pain. Stop suffering unnecessarily! Stop thinking of how badly you were hurt; what they did or did not do; or even what they’re thinking and how they’ve continued on with their life as you deal with the pain they caused.  What did you learn?  How did God keep you through it all, and what did you accomplish even in the midst of the pain? Saints, time is not the healer but instead the contributing factor in your decision to give it to God and move in the direction of His purpose. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones Founder/President of GWOE Ministry
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