Good Morning Saints!  God is good … what else is there to say?

October 1, 2007

Sustenance, Strength, Survival
God is so good! How awesome is our God, who thinks of us first and never forsakes us? How awesome is our God, who set in motion from the beginning of time a means for us to be restored unto Him? God has made a way for us since the beginning of time!  He placed into existence those things He knew we would need to bring us back to Him time and time again. Saints, we were created “in the image and likeness of God” our Father. Genesis 1:26  “For in Him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, for we are also his offspring.” Acts 17:28.  We are the offspring of the Almighty! 
Do you believe that God will take care of you?  Do you believe that He will provide all you stand in need of today? Do you trust that God cares about your needs and your desires?  Saints, we ought to continually seek God first and be anxious for nothing, for the Word of God promises that everything – our basic needs for food, clothing and a place to live – will be provided.  But it goes far beyond that, my brothers, my sisters, God will also give to us those things we don’t even know we are in need of. God is our Sustenance; he sustains us when all we want to do is fall back and turn around. God keeps us and nourishes us back unto Himself.  God is our support!  The power that sustains us comes only from Him.

Nehemiah said, ‘Yea, for forty years thou didst sustain them (Israelites) in the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.” Nehemiah 9:21.  Saints, think about it!  Can your mind truly wrap itself around that truth?  They lacked nothing!  Let’s go even further into God’s truth.  In God, you lack nothing.  I hear you, Saints, you’re sitting there saying, “That’s how much you know … I’m seriously lacking TODAY, right now!”  But, my brothers and my sisters, I challenge you to search out those things of God in your life and … if you will be truthful with yourself … you will realize that you lack nothing that God desires you to have at this moment.  Not tomorrow, Saints, not next year, but right now.  Are you praising God for what you do have? Are you aware of any true lack, or are you looking at what don’t have based on your wants?  There is a world of difference between that which is needed and that which is wanted!  The Israelites were taken care of because of God’s love for them, and this same love is evident today as He cares for each and every one of us. 
Sometimes we feel impotent. We feel empty, we feel as though there is a void within us and we find it difficult to carry on. It seems as though life’s situations and circumstances have completely discharged our “spiritual and/or emotional batteries.”  It’s then when it’s particularly easy to get caught up in what we see and what we hear.  It’s then that it’s easiest for us to forget that God has it all covered. We allow situations to drain our very will to do what God has called us to do. Oh my sister, my brother do not be discouraged for the Word of the Lord reminds us to “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Deuteronomy 31:6. Saints, you are to be filled with strength.  God the Almighty is strengthening you! The Word of the Lord tells us to “Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.” Psalms 37:1.  Don’t look at what others may have or how they seem to be prospering or how they seem to have no issues. We are not usually privy to the things of the Lord nor do we usually know how He operates, but the Word of God is clear and to be believed … “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sow, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7.  So, then, you should be fully confident that whatever way things seems to be going in your life – God has the map and knows exactly where it will all end up. 

Saints, you will survive! You will be the victor in all you endeavor to do in the Lord. If your focus is fixed on God, then you can fully believe that God will take care of all your cares. The Word of God says that “…whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith.” 1 John 5:4. Your faith is the key! God knows that it is sometimes hard to stay focused and to stand when things around you are falling apart.  He knows how difficult it is to trust when everything you see seems to be proof that you are not going to make it, that you can’t accomplish your goal, and that you absolutely cannot get through this particular trial.  But, Saints, despite all this your delight must be in the Lord.  You, through your faith in God, must not let what other people do, say or how they may act toward you matter in the least.  You have the promise of the Lord that you “…shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Psalms 1:3.  Saints, read His Word, meditate on them, and pray as only He can lead you to pray … use His Word to “plug in” and recharge your “spiritual and emotional batteries.”  Stand on the promises of God and you will delight yourself in the Lord and the things of God.

When opposition comes … and, Saints, it will come … praise Him!  When the bills roll in and what you have won’t cover them, praise Him!  When your children are acting up and you feel overwhelmed in trying to show them the right way, trust God and praise Him! When your spouse … whose relationship with the Lord is either not strong or is non-existent … tries you each day, have faith that his/her time is coming, and that God will touch his/her heart as you remain faithful in praising God.  If your spouse does things that are not pleasing and edifying in the eyes of the Lord, praise Him and “stand in the gap” (Ezekiel 22.30) for your marriage, kids, home, job, car, finances, and all that comes your way! Stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus 
Tonya Jones, Founder/President GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints!  God is so good and nothing else comes close.

October 2, 2007

Against Me

If God be for me, who can be against me?  If “…my God shall supply all my needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” who are you to bring fear against me?  God has called me!  Who is powerful enough to stop His plan or intercept His call? Saints, each of us has a destiny in God.  Why are you afraid of stepping out and possessing all that God has for you? You’re on the brink of the blessing, and here comes Satan to distract and deceive you into believing that God can not possibly do what He has said. Who the “hell” is he and why are you listening to him? Remember, the ignorance of others should not move you to an action which is against God or contrary to His truth. God called you, so why not trust Him and “lean not to your understanding” of what could happen but, instead, put the doubting, fear, and lack of faith into doing what God has called you to do.  God’s will and purpose will be done, nothing is able to stop it, nor change what is going to be. How will it turn out?  What if it doesn’t work for my good? Questions like these have no place in your thoughts because if you believe the Word of God, you will move according to His direction.  If God is for you …

The Word of God says, “According to your faith be it unto you.” Matthew 9:29.  Jesus said it – according to your faith – that which you trust the Lord to do in your life will be done.  Your strength lies in your willingness to believe that what you have begun, in Jesus’ name, will turn out for your good and the good of others because God wants to be glorified through your life. God has a plan, Saints, and you are walking in your destiny if you will trust Him and not fret. Things may look and feel as if they are not going to work out for you. Where are you going to get the money, the time, and the tools you need to do what is in your heart? How are you going to accomplish those things if you don’t have what is needed? Do you trust him? Can you just believe His Word? What did God say? The Word says, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26. All things are possible if you believe the very Word of God. 

Do you need intercession today, a miracle, a move by God? It is yours … if you but trust that God wants to see you blessed in every area of your life. Even if things seem as if they are going in all different directions, you must believe God and trust His Word.   Saints, don’t give up because you don’t have the finances or the tools you need.  The Word of God says, “…my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19.  God is able to supply all your needs when required, and provide the tools because of His riches. You don’t have to worry about how it is going to happen because that is not your concern. Remember God cares for us, keeps us, and protects us. God is the one who supplies – not man – so don’t trust in man but trust in God, for He alone is able. Someone may have told you “No!”  But you need to believe that God has a plan and you do not have to receive an answer of “No!”  You walk by faith not sight. Understand, today, Saints that your strength and power lies in your faith to believe that God is able. He won’t fail you, even if others have. 

Someone is moving in their purpose today but is allowing fear to rule in their life and is holding back. Move! Get going, the Word of God says, “be strong and of good courage, and do it.” 1 Chronicles 28:20.  Saints there is more to this particular verse and I want you to read it for yourself but, right now, I want you to concentrate on the truth of “just do it.”  Why?  Because God wants you to see and trust, He wants you to know that it is up to you … you will determine how victorious you are going to be.  But don’t be concerned for God is going to be with you, to strengthen and protect you. 

Elisha understood this when he and his servant were surrounded by the King of Syria’s soldiers. They encircled the city and Elisha’s servant was fearful, not understanding the confidence and calm Elisha demonstrated. But Saints, Elisha chose not to look at what was in front of him in the natural, but instead trusted what was true according to the Word of God. He prayed for the Lord to open the eyes of his servant that he might see truth as well.  God had sent horses and chariots of fire surrounding the enemy Elisha and his servant were indeed covered and protected. 2 Kings 6:17, 18. Saints you are covered and protected … step out and continue to do what God has placed in front of you to do.  Do not be deterred by the shimmer and glimmer of deceit.  Dare to look past the natural and look through the eyes of faith. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones, President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Don’t give up even when you do not feel like doing it anymore.

October 3, 2007

Steadfast

Saints, you must be “steadfast, unmovable always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:58.

Saints, I know that it may seem difficult, but do not turn back! The work you are doing now is not in vain. It is for a reason and is not just for you. You must continue to think about others as you endeavor to do what God has called you to do. You are set for the long haul, for when much is given … much is required! You are not alone for Almighty God is there by your side. Do not look to the left or to the right, for God is watching your back. All you have to do is trust God even when it feels as if you are being swallowed up. Your situation may seem grim or even hopeless, but know at this time you are pushing past the norm and entering into the blessing which is set for you.

What do we do when things seem as if they are not going according to plan, when your very emotions are set against you? Whenever we think things are not going the way they should, that’s the time to pray and trust that we will not lean on our own understanding but in all our ways, trust and depend on God only. What we understand is not what God sees and knows to be true. Our understanding is still of this world and what we have come accustomed to understanding according to how we were brought up and taught. God’s thoughts and ways are not of this world.  When we think that something is impossible or can not happen that’s when we should step out of self … that which we know … and enter into the world of possibility according to God.

Saints this is the time of reaping, God has everything covered so do not concern yourself with what’s going on and how it feels, you only have to trust God. Never make a decision based on emotion and feeling.  Instead you must move according to the Word of God which is truth. If you want truth and desire wisdom then you must ask God … to those who ask, He gives it liberally.  If it seems as though you are not doing as you should, ask the Lord for clarification. The enemy will try to discourage us through feelings, emotions, and our all too human sight. But God has said we are to walk by faith and not by sight.  Our feelings and emotions are not to rule us, but we are to continually put them under the subjection of truth. God is truth, so why do we seek truth in places when we need only go directly to God?

Many are ‘on the brink’ of what God has called them to do, you are walking in the blessing and the enemy is trying his best to discourage you by lying to you and sending thoughts that are contrary to where you are in the Lord. You are walking in blessings! You are reaping even now those things God has blessed in your life. Those thoughts you’ve been having of failing, not making it, how hard it is, give up now before it is to late, or you are not going to have the money you need are lies from the pit and you must send them back to the pit where they belong. God will provide, for the Word of God says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19.  Do not jeopardize the blessing by going back into sin. Many of our brothers and sisters could have given up but they stood firm and trusted not in themselves but in God. “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trust in man, and make flesh his arm, and whose heart departs from the LORD.” Jeremiah 17:5. Saints you can not trust in yourself but in God only. You can not trust in yourself because you are not to be trusted. You are motivated by how you feel and God is motivated only by what is true no matter how good or nice it may feel or seem. When things seem as if they are not going your way, know that they are going in the direction the Lord has purposed. Each of us has thoughts and dreams but if they do not align with what God has purposed for our lives then we must re-evaluate what is truly important.

Why are you doing what you are doing? Is it for your glory or the glory of God?  It always comes back to you and your ability to effectively answer that question. Do you want what God has given to you only for yourself?  Then you are limiting the magnitude of the blessing. It is not about you, the Word says, “Let each one of us make it a practice to please (make happy) his neighbor for his good and for his true welfare, to edify him [to strengthen him and build him up spiritually].” Romans 15:2 (Amplified). What God has called you to do is for the edification of the body (of Christ), for the saints as well as those who may not even know the Lord. Only you can answer these questions. 

It is the time for blessings, but you must be willing to let go and allow God to move as He sees fit and not how you feel it must be. You can not determine how something is supposed to go because of how you feel. Only God knows the outcome and the route, all you have to do is provide the fuel for God to move and that fuel is your faith.  

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good morning Saints! It is a blessed, day give God the glory!

October 4, 2007

My Guilt

My guilt has cost me sleep, comfort, peace of mind, and joy. I have done things I knew were not according to the Word of God, that were against truth and very deceitful. How do I make amends? Can relationships be restored or have I lost friends and family, all because I chose the easy way … the way that was pleasing to man but not to God. “There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12. 

Sometimes we make decisions based on the feelings of our friends or spouses even though we know the decision is wrong.  But, in order to avoid an argument or to avoid   causing a rift between ourselves and those we love, we agree with what is wrong, perhaps evil but most definitely against the will of God for our life.  We put man first and God second, hoping to keep peace instead of restoring truth. How many of you have gone along with something you knew was wrong simply because you choose not to “stir the waters” or not upset the status quo?  The Word of God says “… whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 10:33. You must stand for truth or you will fall for something worse, the Word of God says “It is dangerous and it will turn out badly for you to keep kicking against the goad [to offer vain and perilous resistance].” Acts 9:5 (AMP). 

Do not oppose or deny within your heart the truth because of another’s ignorance … even if it is someone you love.  In your heart, your desire should be to see them whole through the truth, not pacified through a lie. Saints, it is hard to continue to put truth second, for the truth of God will always prevail. You can not expect to receive of God while living in sin or neglecting to see truth and speak up for it. You must stand for truth and not be afraid to say so when something is wrong. Can you tell your wife or husband that they are wrong according to the Word of God? Or do you agree just to please them? We must live to please God, not ourselves. We must seek to achieve all in God by continually living a life that is pleasing to Him.  We do this by applying His word to our daily lives. You are not to put God last because you are afraid of what people may say, do, or what they will think about you. Just think, you are where you are because of God and what He has done for you. What are you doing for him?

How many of us will go with the flow and agree with the masses?  Are you one of those people who fears going against those in charge or those you love? The Pharisees had a lot of power, the power of deception. They had the power to say to the people, “It’s my way or suffer!”  The Word tells us that Jesus performed many miracles and that His  preaching was sound, and the Pharisees knew in their hearts that He spoke truth, and “…among the chief rulers … many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue.”  John 12:42.  What was more important to them, the truth or the position of being in the synagogue? Because of the Pharisees, many did not want to openly confess truth.  Are you openly standing against the truth found in God because instead of wanting to please God and live in truth, you want to please others? The Pharisees used the power of persuasion to convince the people that Jesus was not who He said He was and that He was spreading lies and going against the teaching of Moses.  Have you been deceived into believing a lie, and going against what you have learned and come to know of God?  What about the Word of God and what you know is true? How can you accept or align yourself with that which is against God? You are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus, you are a child of God … let no one deceive or try to change what you know is true. 

God is Lord, and has the power to help lead and guide you into truth, but you must be willing to stand for truth and believe that when you stand for truth you are standing for what is right 100% of the time. It does not matter that your wife or husband may be angry or upset, only that they get an understanding of what truth is, you are to bring them to the light not have them lead you away from what is true. Job told his wife when she insisted he curse God and die, “Thou speak as one of the foolish women speak. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lip.” Job 2:10. Job stood for God and truth in the midst of adversity … even against his wife. 

Can you stand with such conviction? Can you stand against your wife, husband, or loved one to speak truth? Are you willing to allow the Holy Spirit to move in you and speak the truth of God? It is not about who will see you, how they will act, or what they may say. Your joy, your mission, Saints, should be to bring truth even to those whom you love and who may not be willing to hear it. “Excuse me, my love, that is not of God and I will not follow you but will, instead, speak the truth, you are wrong!”

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry
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Good Morning Saints! My God is Lord, King, and God!

October 8, 2007

I Have Been Deceived

I was deceived by your smile, your words, even your very actions toward me had me believing that you cared, loved, and only wanted the best for me. I never thought you would ever hurt me. I was blindsided by your charm, your words of endearment. How could you be so deceptive and hurtful?  How could you purposely plan to destroy me with a smile? But praise be to God, for His Word told me that, “He reveals the deep and secret things: he knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him.” Daniel 2:22.  Before you could deceive me to the point of no return, my God reminded me that my trust must be in Him and not in man. 

It is God who reveals the secret, hidden things and the true motives of man.  God is awesome and will not forsake us when we are in need. But how do we get to the place where we can even be deceived? This past Friday, I spoke of those people who come into our lives for a reason and left off with those who come in for a season. The people who come into our lives for a season are there to do the will of the Lord (even though they are almost never aware of any such thing) by helping to elevate, shape, and mold us for our purpose in God.  Some of these individuals are very deceptive … their motive is not to help us … but God uses them anyway! How awesome is our Father who uses the very people who want to do us harm and allow them to be, albeit unknowingly, instrumental in bringing about such a change in our lives that we come out the victors in spite of their motives!

God used Saul in this way to help shape David to be the king God knew he was going to be.  Initially, Saul sent messengers to the home of Jesse, David’s father, seeking stewardship within his home. 1 Samuel 16:22 says, “Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favor in my sight.” Saul wanted Jesse’s permission to allow David come and live with him for Saul because “David had found favor in his sight.” The Word tells us that “Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house” 1 Samuel 18:2. Saul had great respect for David, praised him, and brought him to live in his Kingdom where he was privy to all the blessings Saul had received from God.  Now, Saul had nothing but praise for David in the beginning.  David fought bravely for him and helped to save the kingdom from the Philistines.  How many of your so-called friends praised you in the beginning? They were happy that God was moving in your life.  Happy to see you happy and even wanted to help you in your future endeavors. These are the same people you may have socialized with, ministered to, and even confided in, only to have them turn on you abruptly. 

We all know the story of how Saul became jealous of David because it was obvious that the Lord was with David and that he had found favor in the sight of God.  Not only that, but David grew in stature and fame in the eyes of men.  That’s a dangerous combination for someone who’s feeling insecure, and thinking he or she is being left behind.  Saul’s initial motives seemed to have been good.  But, in time, his motives changed and soon Saul began to spin a web of deception which led to his desire for David’s death.  “Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David.” 1 Samuel 19:1. For sometime, Saul hid this hatred for David in his heart but eventually it spilled outward and began a cycle which in which he spread his deceit and hatred throughout the kingdom in an attempt to influence all those around him to feel the same way. Jonathan, Saul’s son, was faithful to David and helped him to escape his father. How many of you can think of those faithful few in your life who stayed by your side, who offered to help and continued to be a trusted friend, and prayed with you during the hurtful hours, days, and weeks. 

Saints, Saul was in David’s life for a season … to bring about what God had purposed and planned for David. Many people you known and loved were only supposed to be in your life for a season. They were not the eternal or lifelong relationships that only a few will have the pleasure of sharing with you. Stop wondering why it happened and look at the good it brought out of your life. You are not the same person.  You have grown and matured in God for, if you are like many, you ran to God for support, comfort, and reassurance. You are operating in your calling and that is what is essential.  That is what is most important and no one can take that away from you. You are moving according to the purpose and plan God has purposed for your life. God must remove to replace. Be and stay encouraged, for God isn’t finished yet. Look at those who are moving into your life now as a result of those who have been and are being removed.  Remember, it is not all about you, but it is about the Lord and your ability to yield to His will for your life.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints!  God is so good and worthy to be praised continually. 

October 9, 2007

Wasted Energy

Saints, are you aware of how much time we waste sitting around thinking about things that are not fruitful or healthy?  Not only that, they are not able to move us in the direction God has purposed for our lives? We have a purpose.  We can be sure of that because God continually reminds us that we are more than conquerors. The enemy’s desire is for us to never move and operate in our purpose because if we don’t, then we are not fulfilling what God has created us to do. Think of how many souls we potentially do not reach because we fail to move in our purpose. How are we moving in the direction of abundance? The Word of God says, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32.  How will truth set you free?

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. How many times have we been caught up in people? Caught up in the moment, never fully being able to stand back and think … think about what we are doing because we are motivated by our very flesh. We give in to our wants and the desires of our flesh only to regret it the moment it is over. Saints, we have to get to a place in God where we are able to combat thoughts, emotions, and our desires with the Word of God. We can not act on every whim, every thought, and every desire. We must try or examine every thought when it comes and be confident and equipped to put it under subjection of the Word of God which is truth. We are only set free by the truth of the Word of God. The truth that we do not have to have what we desire when the mood suits us. We do have control over our thoughts … no matter how strong they may come on. We can operate out of wisdom and understanding for the Word of God says, “With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.” Job 12:13. God gives us wisdom for He is wisdom, God supplies understanding for understanding is found in Him through the truth of His Word. 

You can not give into the anger, displeasures or one of those ‘moments’, nor can you sit and entertain thoughts that are contrary to truth and the ways of God. When the thoughts come, you must stop … right then … and test those thoughts against the Word of God. Don’t just sit there waiting for someone to think for you or for something to happen. Do not dare to sit and sulk or wonder why he or she is not acting the way you think they should.

Stop putting people first and begin to put God first.  Saints, this is another key to winning in the battle of the mind. You must put God first and yield to His direction. If you are moving as God leads, then you will not be fulfilling the lusts of your flesh.  God desires to move in you so that you may produce an abundance of fruit. You are more. You must understand the “more.”  You are more … the Word of God says, “…we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” Romans 8:37. We are more than conquerors. We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us. 

But if you are caught in want today – wanting those things that have nothing to do with what God is calling you to do – then you are missing something great in your life. You are jeopardizing the opportunity to have the fruit you are producing multiply for the Glory of God.  You may want something or someone so much right now that it hurts, you may feel as if you are not in control, you may feel that the want and desire to have that thing or person has taken full control. How do you know when that occurs? I’ll tell you … you’ll know your wants have taken control according to the amount of time you spend thinking about it, the time you waste wondering, the time you give into fantasizing about it. Some of you have spent too much time in the imaginary, in unproductive dreams that only temporarily and intangibly please your flesh.  Stop wasting time thinking about that thing or person that God has not purposed for your life. Do you want all of what God has for you? Do you want to achieve, abound, and be a blessing? You have a purpose, and that purpose is what needs to take precedence in your life. Focus on God for the Word of God tells us, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusts in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 

If your mind stays on God and seeks after those things of God in your life, then you won’t have time to worry about having something that you may be blessed with in time. This is the time for you to “seek first the kingdom of God and all his righteousness…” and trust that God will supply all your needs and, in His time, will even give you the desires of your heart.  All of the blessings He has in store for you will be yours if only you will delight yourself in Him and not in what is only momentary, temporal, and unfruitful for you at this time. Saints of God, wake up, the enemy uses our emotions, thoughts, and feelings to draw us from doing what God is calling us to do.  He is working against us at this very moment. God is calling you with His soft sweet voice. He is drawing nearer to you, as you draw near to what you desire and not what God desires you to have. Do you trust Him, are you willing to let go and allow God to do in you what He has purposed and planned from the very beginning? Make the choice … choose to live free of the thoughts, emotions, and entrapments of what your flesh desires.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning, Saints!   Do you need something or someone other than God to keep you going?

October 10, 2007

I Need More


So many of us think we need more. We get to a place in God where we fear being alone, even if we are married; have many friends or a combination of both. We get to a place where we seek something more than what God is able to give. Is there a limit to what God can do for us? The Word of God says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. There is no limit to what God is able to supply in our lives, so why do we fret, become fearful and believe that we need a person, or a substance for us to do the will of the Lord?

It is a wonderful thing to do the will of God. To move in your purpose and begin to see the fruits of your labor, and the reaping of what you may have sown so long ago. It is a true blessing and testament to what God is able to do. We can quote the scriptures and they sound so good. God can do this, He can do that, He will protect and guide.  He makes us to prosper and so forth. It is a blessing to actually see it happen in your life, but it is a sad day when we begin to rely on anything other than God. With all the blessings in our lives, how come so many of us feel as though they still need something else? The Word of God says, “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required.” Luke 12:48.  Saints, the enemy will come at you that much stronger as you seek to do the will of God. When you make up in your mind that you only want to live a life that is pleasing to God, the enemy will come at you and test your every decision, even in the midst of your most spectacular blessing. 

David was blessed beyond measure, was he better than you and me? Let’s answer that with the Word of God – “God is no respecter of persons…” Acts 10:34. God treats all His children the same.  The gifts and blessings that only God bestows is dependent only upon you.  It is your faith that moves the hand of God. It is your level of belief and trust which will distinguish you from the rest!  David desired a woman who was married.  There was a critical moment when he needed to make a monumental decision.  He could have turned the other way, but instead he gave into the desire of his flesh. He desired Bathsheba, and even “… sent and enquired after the woman.” 2 Samuel 11:3. Saints, when the word came back that she was the wife of one of his generals, David was at another critical moment for decision making … he had a choice.   He could have simply turned away. We, too, allow our desires to take us on a ride we will regret and pay for dearly.

Perhaps you’re feeling overwhelmed by your loneliness and want to give in to the thoughts and temptations that afflict you.  Maybe you desire a certain man or woman … maybe they’re married, maybe they’re not … but the desire to be with that person intimately is very strong. You think about that person constantly and you begin to have thoughts that appear to justify your feelings of desire: “It’s my time;” “I’m getting old, I’ve got to make a move soon;”  “Everyone is doing it!” “I know it’s not right, but the Lord will forgive me if I ask Him.” These thoughts and many others can drive the most seasoned person into sin.  But once you give in, you will find that you have dug a deep pit of deception, guilt, shame … all this brought on because you allowed your thoughts and emotions to drive you to behave in ways contrary to what you know is the will of God for you. 

Why is serving God not enough for some people? Why can’t we just follow after God and know that everything will be alright? Why do we have these feelings of loneliness, of want, and of doubt?  “Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41.  Saints, our spirits are willing, but the flesh which is upon us each day is weak. We give in to it many times, only to be drowned in regret and shame. 

You must not concentrate on the feeling, emotion, or thought. You may, indeed, be lonely right now.  Yes, time is passing by and, perhaps, you won’t have what you desire. But, Saints, you must trust and believe the Word of God.  Do not allow the enemy to come in and speak to you in ways that have you questioning, “Can I make it?”  “Can I do it?”  Of course you can!   You are more!  Do not give into false thoughts about needing something other than God to fulfill you. True fulfillment is found in God. This being true, then it stands to reason that everything else is only temporary … it will not last. You will keep wanting more and more because that is how our flesh operates. Our flesh does not understand … the more you feed it, the more it wants … every time you give in and feed it, you’re just fueling the desire … it will not abate.

Believe, Saints, believe that you do not need anything other than God, for He truly supplies all your needs according to His riches in Christ Jesus. Saints, in Him is where it is found. Your peace, joy, happiness, safety, needs, wants, desires … all are found in God.  God is able. I hear someone saying, “I want that man!”  But if God wants something or someone else for you, can you give up that man for the best and greatness of God?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints!  God loves you, keep the faith.

October 11, 2007

Productive

Are you productive? Do you decide in your heart to do something each day that is productive and associated with the purpose and plan God has for your life? Do you go through the day doing all those mundane, routine tasks that need to be done on a daily basis, only to find at the end of the day that you really have not done anything to move closer in your purpose? Do you want to accomplish something and move closer to God by doing what you are purposed to do?  God told Jeremiah, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou came forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5. God knew the plan He had for Jeremiah’s life, and He knows the plan He has for each of us. 

How do we begin to move in our specific purpose?  The obvious answer is … by being productive!  We must do something each day that moves us closer to obtaining what God has for us. We can not afford to waste a day without planning, thinking, and actively moving in our purpose. If we have to make calls, then we need to do that; if we have to send out information, send it; search out information, Google it; or if today is a day to network, then that is what we must do.  In the workplace, the work we do identifies our willingness and ability to accomplish the task put before us.  When we are working towards growing in the Lord, our work clearly identifies our faith in God and in His promises. We must plan, move and act … doing what the Lord has placed in our heart to accomplish in His Name.  If you know that you are supposed to be singing for the Lord, what are you doing to help make that happen?  If you have been called to “speak God’s word” whether as a pastor, teacher, or evangelist, how have you prepared yourself for this blessed opportunity? Are you studying the Word of God, getting all you need in order to confidently and rightly divine the Word of truth? What are you doing with what God has given you? We have God-given gifts, talents, and skills to do what He has placed in our hearts to do in His Name. Identify that passion, then move toward making it happen. 

The Word of God says, “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” James 2:17.  Saints, your faith activates the hand of God. You must move out in faith, so that what is in your heart will come to pass. God said He would never leave nor forsake us, He promised to provide and supply all of our needs. But how are you to obtain these blessed promises if you do not move out in faith? How can you begin to see the fruits of your labor if you have not labored? You must move out! Stop sitting around wondering how, when, if, where, and what.  Trust God and begin to set in motion those things which are promised to you. God wants to see us blessed and living abundant lives. It is our fear and lack of faith that keeps us in the same position for years. We must remember when fear attacks … it is not of God. Fear does not come from God! It is a tool the enemy uses to stop us, set up hurdles, and distract us from doing what we have been called to do. 

David said, “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” Psalms 37:25.  Saints, get a-hold of this truth! This proclamation, this testimony says that the righteous … those that are in God by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord … have never been forsaken. God said I will never, just think about that, Saints, God said He will never leave, never forsake, never give up, nor hold back His many promises from His children whom He loves. You are in the hands of God and there is nothing or anyone who is able to separate you from those able hands. If it seems bleak today, look up and see past the “No!” the door slamming, the rejection, and the people snickering. Look past all fear, doubt, and your own abilities. Begin to trust what God knows about you and not what you have been told or come to believe of yourself. Get going on what is in your heart to do. Stop wondering and dreaming and begin to act upon it. You can not receive, unless you give. You are not able to give, unless you have the faith to let go and let God. 

God has chosen you to spread His Word.  You must trust Him today so that you can honor Him and minister to others through the very job you have been given. You are able to lift up the Name of Jesus by honoring God in all you do.  Never forget that without God you can do nothing, but with God all things are possible. It is possible for you to sing, preach, dance, shout, own a business and much more if you believe. Do not get caught up in people, places, and things because these are temporal and will not last.  Put your faith, strength, hope, and belief in what is eternal … God!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! God is awesome … have you tried Him today?

October 12, 2007

Run

Have you ever felt as if you needed to run, run out, get away, and reach for something? Have you ever felt a need to feel the touch of God, to urgently seek His face? I think we have all had a desire to run toward the Lord, to find peace, help, and comfort in His arms. The Word of God says, “God shall supply all our needs…” Philippians 4:19, even those needs we can’t properly articulate to another person. These are the needs that are so spiritually unidentifiable that we can’t even understand them ourselves. It is not a physical, emotional, or even a psychological need; but it is a spiritual need that can only be met by our creator Himself. 

In God there is strength, joy, comfort, and peace. In God there is deliverance and healing. Unfortunately, many can not see this blessed opportunity nor do they understood that what they may be going through at this moment is only set to help move them closer to God, closer to their purpose. God desires our relationship.  He loves us so much that He continually allows … not causes, allows … various negative or hurtful things to occur in our lives.  These are the things that we tend to describe as a “dark cloud over our head,” an ‘unfortunate incident’ or just plain old bad luck.  What we don’t realize is that these things are not allowed for the purpose of causing our destruction, but to bring us to a place where we run to God, who is in control of all things.

Saints, bad things do not happen to you just because of who you are.  You are not cursed, or destined to have ‘bad luck’ all your days because of the family you were born into or the place you live in. Things happen for a reason, and if you want to know the reason then you need to run toward the only one who is able to give you the answer, God.

The Word of God tells us of a woman who had an issue of blood for twelve years.  She came behind Jesus, and touched the hem of His garment.  (See Matthew 9:20.) Oh, Saints, sometimes I sit and cry out “if I could just touch the hem of your garment.” Things can get so dark that I run to God crying out, “if I could just touch the hem.”  Oh, my soul, we all get into places where we just need a touch and want to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment. This woman had sought out physicians and none could help her. We look to people for comfort they are not equipped to give. Then when they can’t help us, we get “attitude” and wonder how they could hurt us or why they can’t see what we need.  Saints, there are times we can’t even identify what we need ourselves, how can we possibly expect another person to understand?

Can you imagine the state of mind the “woman with an issue” must have been in? To be sick for that long, to have no hope of ever recovering and then one day a man comes along with a promise of healing, deliverance and peace. She must have been emotionally and physically tormented and, most certainly, depressed.  There may even have been days when she was filled with despair.  But, Saints, on one particular day her Deliverer came down the road … her road.  Jesus is our deliverer as well.  He is our hope, the one we can truly run to.

One thing this woman had that many of us have today is a desire to be healed, to be set free, and delivered. We can never lose our desire for change, our desire to want better, to be better, or a desire to run toward the one who can definitely help. We must have the mindset of the “woman with an issue” to run toward healing, hope, deliverance, and blessing. We’ve sat back for far too long and allowed people, situations, and thoughts contrary to the Word of God to rule us, dictate to us, and stop us from moving out on what we desire in our hearts. 

God is waiting, knocking, holding out His hands for you to run into His arms. The Word further tells us that Jesus knew virtue had come out of Him and He stopped to see who had touched Him. Saints, her touch represented her desire to be healed and her faith that Jesus was the only one who could heal her. Jesus turned and said unto her, “Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.” Matthew 9:22. Saints, run … for your faith will move the hand of God and you will be made whole.

Do you have a desire? Can you run toward the one who is able to heal, set free, and deliver you today? Are you going to waste time thinking about your situation only to come to the conclusion that a ‘dark cloud’ is following you and it’s just something you have to endure? You have a choice … choose to live free of situations and problems. Will you have issues, problems, and heartache? Yes!  But you will also have a way of escape, for God is with you … never to leave you nor forsake you. You will begin to look at situations, trials, and circumstances in a whole new way. Not in a one sided way, but the right way … through the eyes of faith. The Word says, “many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivered him out of them all.” Psalms 34:19. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! 

October 15, 2007

As I Sat

As I sat, I was desperately awaiting a word from the Lord.  I urgently wanted to be able to impart some inspirational, encouraging word to my sisters and brothers, but nothing came to mind. My mind was empty, all thoughts pointed in one direction and that was on myself. I could not hear the Lord, for my ears were clogged.  I could not see, for my vision was blurry.  I could not receive, for I was not in a position to release. I was feeling ill, and I continued to focus on how physically tired I was.

I didn’t think I could do anything or be of any service because my body felt as if it had taken its last walk and its last breath.  But the His Word, that encouraging, uplifting and inspiring Word … where was it?  My body continued to say “No!”  My flesh was comfortable in the bed under the blankets, but true comfort was not to be found. What about the people who counted on God for a word to speak to them in the midst of their situation? What about my sisters and brothers who were in need of hearing from the Lord? As I sat, I pondered the disappointed faces when many would sign onto their computers and there would not be a “word” from the Lord. How would they begin their day? What would they be thinking?  Saints, the Word of the Lord reminds us, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trust in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 

Saints, it is the enemy’s desire to keep you from doing what you have been called to do. He will set up obstacles and hurdles in your path just to keep you focused on what is in front of you and not on what you are equipped and empowered to do. Remember, you are more but sometimes we get caught up in the enemy’s deceit and fail to move out and forward in our purpose. The Word of God says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7.

It isn’t about what we feel; it’s not about our emotions or about the obstacle in front of us. These things are only distractions to keep us bound and unfruitful in our quest to do the will of the Lord. I hear some of you saying, “But what about how I feel?” The feelings are real!  When we say, “I don’t have the energy.”  It’s not that we don’t want to do the will of the Lord.  Nor does it have anything to do with what we know we should be doing at this very moment. Saints, there are times when we truly just can not move, because we are not feeling our best.  But Saints, know this … it is not your best that God works with. He does not wait until you feel 100% because, frankly, you will never truly feel that way. God works with what you have … how you are, and where you are – physically, mentally and emotionally. This is how God gets His glory out of our lives. You don’t have to be a scholar or an intellectual.  You don’t have to be in great physical shape or, for that matter, whole.  God uses the deaf, dumb, sick, lame, and those who, academically, are not the “best of the best.” In short God uses whom He pleases. “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” 1 Corinthians 1:27. 

Saints, God is awesome and all you truly have to do is trust Him. It is not about you and what you can or can not do. It is about your faith and trust in the one who is able to use you in spite of yourself. Do not allow circumstances or the enemy’s attack on your thoughts to bring you into bondage. Your mind is the battlefield, but if your thoughts stay on God and if you are trusting in Him and not in what you can do then you will have learned a valuable truth.  That truth is … you can do all things, even in the midst of not feeling your best, through Christ who gives you the strength.

If Christ is the one strengthening you, then why are you questioning whether you can do it?  It is not about what you feel you can do.  It is all about what you are trusting that God is able to do.  You will have challenges to be sure, but God is Lord and that is what you must remember.  Whatever you face or go through, God is and God will always be. No weapon that can be formed is able to prosper against you, even those weapons we fashion toward ourselves.  Yes, you will be afflicted but the Word reminds us that, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivers them out of them all.” Psalms 34:19. 

God delivers, but you will not be able to accept this truth if you do not step out of where you are and trust God. Remember, you are destined for greatness – you are meant to accomplish great things.  Your Father, the Lord God whom you serve, is great and able to do exceedingly and abundantly more then you can ask or think. Your destiny, in part, is dependent upon your faith that God is able!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints!  It’s never over; you can never learn enough for God is just too awesome!

October 16, 2007

I Have Arrived

Saints, did you know that you never really arrive but, rather, you are continually arriving? “Arrive” in this context is in reference to achieving all there is to achieve in God. Many times the Lord will bless us with material things or those things we have sought after for so long. We gain the prosperity and feel as if we have “arrived.”  We get delivered, and then begin to concentrate on ourselves rather than on the things of God. God may have brought us out of a horrible situation.  Now, instead of praising Him and giving Him continued glory, you begin to stray believing that we have gotten all we need and can stand on our own.  Saints, our duties, callings and purposes are continual … they don’t end until we leave this world. You can never truly “arrive” until you have gone home to be with the Lord. You have not arrived because you have identified your spiritual gifts, or obtained greatness in the Lord, or by walking in your calling and purpose. You have not arrived because you have kept the faith and continued in the work of the Lord, and have done all God has set before you.  It is not over … until it is over. The Word of the Lord says, “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:5. You must fully carry out the ministry God has given you. 

Saints, we are to continue in the faith … spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no stop date and no graduation until we are no longer on this earth.  We are to continue in the things of God until death sets us apart from this place.  As long as we live, we are to work in our individual purpose which, no matter what it may be, is to spread the Word, to reach the lost and help set the captives free. It is not about you.  It has nothing to do with when you feel as if you have arrived or obtained what you wanted. You must endure, go through, stand firm, and do the work of the Lord. Just because you have acquired knowledge and are learned in every area concerning the faith, you do not know everything.  You are not fully equipped … can never be … for the Word of the Lord is just that awesome. The Word of the Lord is powerful, able to change hearts and minds. You can read the Word of God … all 66 books … and yet, those who know you still may not see a difference in your walk. You can obtain all wisdom and knowledge, but fail to apply it to your life in such a way that those around you can be blessed or affected. You can quote scripture “chapter and verse,” but still be sick and in need of healing. There is no set time for reaching or arriving until you have walked through the “pearly gates” of heaven, your eternal home. It is not always going to feel good, or even feel as if you have made a difference but the Word of the Lord says, “Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” 2 Timothy 2:10. 

Saints, it is not about what you have accomplished, but what you imparted to one who was held in darkness, to the one who had not heard of Jesus and the gift of salvation.  Paul said, “I count all things but loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” Philippians 3:8.  Paul realized that everything that he had acquired, learned, and achieved was nothing compared to the knowledge of Christ. That knowledge was not just for him, but for him to spread to others so that many could be saved and set free. 

You have not “arrived” anywhere if you have not brought about a change in the life of someone who is in desperate need of hearing of the love of God and what God has done for you and for them. Today marks the first day of the rest of your life, for your heart should be set to continue in the things of God. Give Him praise when you have reached a milestone, helped someone, brought someone to Christ, helped to heal and set someone free from darkness. Honor and glorify God when you have achieved a task God has set before you.  But understand that it is not over as long as you are still breathing.  The Word tells us, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few.” Luke 10:2. The harvest is the many people who are in need of hearing the gospel of Christ! 

You are only as effective as the amount of faith you have in God.  Where would you be if it were not for God?   It is a question most of us fail to ask because we think and believe it is about our talents, abilities, and gifts. But without God moving on the inside, what you are actually relying on is … nothing. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning, Saints! God is so good … Smile you have just been blessed by the Lord!

October 17, 2007

The Party

I don’t know about some of you, but I enjoyed a nice party back in the day. I loved being around people, I enjoyed watching the antics of those who had to much to drink and those who got on the dance floor and, well, you can imagine … they were in their own little world. Many of us remember a time when things just seemed, for a lack of a better word, easier. They seemed less stressful and simpler. The atmosphere was set to have a good time. You got dressed, hooked up with your girls or boys and set out to party the night away. It was a time some characterize as being “good” because that’s when they may have been the center of attention; they may have dominated the party by their very presence. Sadly, many are stuck in the past.  They want to be back in a time where they felt the most comfortable and had the most control. 

Paul said  “… this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before…” Philippians 3:13.  Now, why would Paul want to forget all his achievements, his friends, his notoriety?  Why would he give it all up to reach for what was in front of him?  Why would he give up the status and position he may have attained?  How could he have known what lay ahead of him? 

Have you ever just reminisced about the past? Have you gotten lost in thinking about how you were, how good you may have looked, how cool you may have been, the things you used to do and the places you may have gone? Have you ever been so caught up in the past that you actually felt as if you wanted to be back there? The enemy has a way of setting a stage of deceit and distraction. Desiring to go back, Saints, is a trick of the enemy to keep you focused on what you can never attain … you can not go back. 

You are to remember what God has done for you, and how He brought you out, but you are not to mentally go back and wish, with all your might, that you were there again. You are more now and you are set to accomplish great and mighty things in the Lord. Paul accomplished great things in God.  He knew that all he had possessed in his prior life without Christ was nothing compared to what he found in Christ.  Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” John 14:12.

Saints, you are going to do greater works! Why would you want to go back or get caught up in reminiscing about what might have been? Do you know that God is in control of all things? God is your protector, leader, provider and the one who keeps you. You may think that it would have been better if you had not given your life to Christ, but truly think about what God has brought you out of, think about how you were compared to how you are now. What have you accomplished in God? If you are still in the same place you were when you accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life then you have missed something very spectacular. 

You have failed to trust God to bring about a change in your life through your faith and trust in His Word. The Word of God says, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2. If you have not been mediating on the Word of God and applying those truths to your life then your transformation is only on the outside.  Is the desire to go back something you are thinking about so much because you are finding it difficult to stay the course in God? Is it because you have given up hope, and have surrendered to the enemy’s onslaughts?  Saints, this is a trust issue and you have failed to let go and trust in the only one able to do all in your life.  God is able and all things are possible in Him.

Saints, you are a new creation, the things you used to do and the people you used to hang with … they’re old things and done in the old days.  Those days are over!  All things in your life should reflect newness, for the Word of God says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. The old you was buried with Christ, and as Christ was raised up so were you into a new creation, and so you ought to walk and continue to walk in the newness of life by renewing your mind through the Word of God. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! The Lord is good!

October 18, 2007

The Fruit

I see the fruit of my labor; I have been blessed to walk in my destiny. God has blessed me beyond measure, so why am I afraid? Why am I filled with fear that it’s all going to be taken away? Why do I stress over the things God has said and promised He would take care of? Why is my heart heavy when God is Lord of my life? Saints, when we are blessed the enemy is always there to try to counter what God has done. The devil wants the glory of you fearing, stressing, and worrying over what only God can handle. He does not want you to glorify God and give God the honor for the blessings He has bestowed upon you, so he distracts you from your blessings and sends thoughts contrary to the Word of God, causing you to concentrate on what does not matter. 

Saints, we are in a critical time. This is a time when we must be set for the gospel.  Our hearts and minds must be drawn toward that which is good and profitable to our very souls. It may, at times, seem like a time of mourning but, in actuality, it is a time for rejoicing for God’s glory and power is upon this generation. The Word of the Lord says, “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions…” Joel 2:28.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.  We can not afford to look back or desire to go back; rather we must move forward in the power and might of God. The blessings of the Lord are not for us to glory in our flesh, but to give God the glory for what He is doing … not just for us, but also for those who are still lost so they too might find salvation. We do not have time to worry about what other people are saying or doing, we only can look toward the hill from which comes our strength. God is Lord, and we must stand and be confident in the fact that He is able to do all things and to accomplish all things through us. It is not about the blessing, but the one who is blessing; it is not about the messenger but the message. We must get out of ourselves and allow the Spirit of the Lord to reign supreme in our lives.

Saints of God, you must trust God today for all things. Do not lean to your own understanding but, in all you do, give God the glory by acknowledging His strength and power. Do not seek to be like your neighbor for you do not know what your neighbor is truly going through or the God whom he or she truly serves. It grass always looks greener on the other side of the fence because Satan only gives you a picture taken from afar.  He doesn’t ever want you to see the full picture close up. You must desire to seek after the things of God and do His will continually.  The strength of your life depends on you doing the will of God as you move and operate in your specifically ordained purpose.

You are being blessed; do not take it for granted by limiting your joy because you fear it will be taken away. The Word of God says, “I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39. Nothing is able to separate you from your loving Father. Nothing Satan throws your way is able to keep you separated from God.  “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.” 2 Corinthians 10:4. Use the weapons God has given to you; and ignite them with your faith for “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world!”  1 John 4:4 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! God is worthy but how do you know?

“Persistent Faith”





October 19th, 2007




Saints, how many of you have gotten saved (accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior) and went in thinking that everything was going to change for you? You may have been among many who thought that their lives were going to be stress free, trouble free, and without obstacles. The word of God says; all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12. You choose truth over darkness and when you made that decision you choose also to walk according to the principles and statues of almighty God. You made the decision to move out of worldly thinking and gain a more profitable knowledge and that is of truth. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5. 

We have many examples of those who exerise persistent faith in the bible. Endeavoring to go beyond their feelings, emotions, and what people may have said contrary to what God had purposed for them to do. Your faith is what helps to catapult you from the norm to the unbelievable. As we walk and purpose to do what God has called us to do we must not faint for the word of God tells us; let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not; Galatians 6:9. Saints you must today began to think and believe above what you see, hear, and feel. You have been chosen of God to do extraordinary things and you can’t accomplish the extraordinary by operating through an ordinary mindset. Your mind must be transformed that you walk in persistent faith. The kind of faith that in spite of what you suffer you are still holding on to truth. The kind of faith which resonates in all you do, no matter what it looks, feels, or even sounds like you believe beyond what you see! It is the very word of God, which gives you such confidence, assurance, and security. God’s word never changes, it shall not return to God void, but it shall accomplish that which God pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto God has sent it; Isaiah 55:11. 

In the workforce we are expected to do a job, we actually were hired because of the skills we possess to do the job we were hired into. The job is constant and remains the same. There may be however, additions to the job or necessary adjustments, which must be made, but the job is the same in that you may have been hired as a secretary and that is the job you are expected to perform, or a doctor, lawyer, or any other profession. The job is the same but there are things, which can and many times do become added additions to the job description. In many cases you may need to go for additional training so that you are kept up to date on the latest technological advancements, which are made everyday. See Saints, things do change but what remains constant is the job itself or the profession. We grow as the specific job we are doing grows because of additions that are added. God has also entrusted us to do a job, to fulfill a divine calling. We can’t give up nor can we stand defeated or waver because of what we see, hear, and feel. The word of God tells us; for we walk by faith, not by sight: 2 Corinthians 5:7. God also equips us to do the job we have been called to do. He placed in us all we would need to be victorious but to activate what is in us to do the job comes by our faith in the very word of God. We can access what is inside of us only by our tapping into persistent faith. Not giving up or in but pushing beyond the norm of society. Yes things will be added to the job that make the job more challenging, but as they are added God is equipping and preparing us through his word. We are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and a peculiar people; 1 Peter 2:9. We must persist because the word says; let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us; Hebrews 12:1. There are many obstacles in your way as you work to store up those heavenly things for when you return home to your Father our Lord. You face troubles, pain, tribulations but still you endeavor to hold on because of that persistence to do what you know is right. Nothing else matters for God has shown you something and that something is eternal and everything else is only temporal. You work to achieve that which is eternal and everlasting, that which will bring you life, peace, joy, and hope in spite of everything that is going on around you. Saints the word of God tells us; those that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint; Isaiah 40:31. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is awesome!  We must acknowledge His goodness and especially His faithfulness.

October 22, 2007

To Know Him

Saints, my desire is to know the Lord, to know Him in every way that’s humanly possible.  But I guess that I, like most people, do not understand the sacrifice that must be made in order to obtain such a blessed relationship.  Here’s a question we need to ask ourselves … more than once.  “What am I really willing to give up in order to establish a relationship that offers peace, joy, strength, courage, and so much more?” 

Paul’s desire was to “… know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” Philippians 3:10.  Saints, God is so good and worthy of all we can give.  Can we attain, while we live on this earth, that place where we will know Him in all that He is and all that He has done?  The Word says, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” James 4:8.  Yes, you and I can know God! He desires to show Himself to us through the things we face in our daily lives. We must, however, be ready to release some things so that we can approach such a Holy God.

Many times our attitudes hinder our forming a close and personal relationship with God. We’ve read countless examples in the Old Testament of how God was preparing the Children of Israel for Himself. The process of cleansing and purifying was very different back then for it was based upon the Old Covenant that Almighty God had established with the Children of Israel after their deliverance from the Egyptians.  The Old Covenant was comprised of many laws, and the Children of Israel had to follow them to the letter in order to “draw nigh to God.”  Leviticus 11:45 says, “For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” God wanted to establish a relationship with the Children of Israel and He established certain laws for them to follow in order for their relationship with Him to reflect who He was and what He was able to do.  What an awesome God we serve!

Saints, God wants to have a covenant relationship with us today.  To accomplish this, He established a New Covenant through Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and He gave us the Holy Spirit, our Comforter and the one who leads us into all truth. One of the Holy Spirit’s functions is to help us know the things of God.  In the Amplified version of 1 Corinthians 2:11, the Word says, “For what person perceives (knows and understands) what passes through a man’s thoughts except the man’s own spirit within him?  Just so no one discerns (comes to know and comprehend) the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”

We meditate on the Word of God in order to hide His Word in our hearts that we may not sin against Him.  Our meditation and the infilling of our hearts with His Word also helps us to draw closer to God by revealing in us those things that do not align with the Word of God. The Word of God convicts.  If we have a desire to know God, we come to a point where we are willing to give up some of the beliefs and practices we have held onto for so long. Saints, let’s take it a little further.  To solidly establish our relationship with the Lord God, we need to arrive at a place where we are truly happy just being alone with God.  Yes! We almost certainly have other, loving relationships in our lives.  But whether that relationship is with a spouse, children, parents, siblings, or dear friends, we must understand and be willing to allow our relationship with God to come first.
If we want to have a relationship with God, know and understand what the Word tells us “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” Exodus 34:14.  So if any of us place anyone or anything before God, know that we are treading on shaky ground. Take inventory today, Saints. God knows the content of each and every one of our hearts.  If we truly desire to have that relationship in which we intimately get to know our Father, God, King, and Lord we must first follow after truth … for in God there is only truth.   Each of us needs to establish the truth of who we are and who we can be in God.  We need to discover for ourselves the truth that nothing else matters in this world but God.  And finally, we need to know, to the very core of our being, the truth that we are nothing without God, but in Him we are more than conquerors. 

We already know that God desires to have a relationship with us for He sent His only Son Christ Jesus as a propitiation for our sins so that we could be reconciled back to Him. Take a moment and think about what God has done for you. His plan was so awesome it originated before we were even born.  God did it all to establish relationship with each of us … His creation. We are His and He cared enough about us to send His only begotten Son. That is something to mediate on and to give thanks to God for the rest of our days. “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless! God is with you; do not allow anyone to say anything to the contrary.

October 23, 2007 

The One I Need

God is all I need, but I continue to seek after man for what I know deep down only God can provide. I want relationship, companionship, friendship … is my desire for these things clouding what God is trying to do in my life? I know God is a jealous God, so if my concentration is on that man or that woman, am I sinning against God? 

Saints, I don’t know about you, but I truly struggle with keeping my focus on doing what God has called me to do. It is an area where Satan seems to get the best of me and many others … or does he? I know God is all I need, but sometimes I allow circumstances to take precedence over what I know is more important. I desperately want to please God and for Him to be proud of me. I want to hear “well done my faithful servant,” I want only to be called a friend of God. While here on this side, my flesh continues to rise and wants to form relationships that are not always good for me.  If I allow them, I know they will be detrimental to me and to what I am destined to do to. We humans are relational beings. We form, and desire to form, relationships.  But here’s the thing … we have these relationships with spouses, children, siblings, parents and friends and, on any given day we spend an inordinate amount of time thinking of things that have to do with taking care, supporting and repairing these relationships.  Now, with all time and energy we expend thinking about the needs of our families and friends on a daily basis, just how much thought did we give to this awesome God we claim to love and care for?  Let’s face it, Saints, much of what we spend our time thinking about really doesn’t matter. But God is able to supply what you need.  He and He alone can strengthen you to do the things which are before you.

We are to “cast all our cares upon him; for he careth for you.” 1 Peter 5:7. God cares for us. There is a lot in that one word, ‘care’.  What does Webster tell us it?  When we care for someone, that person becomes the object of our attention, and solicitude.  To care about a person is to have concern and regard for that person.  We will even become anxious for that person when we perceive they are in any kind of difficulty.  We will have a preference for that particular person and make provision for and look out for him or her.  I could go on, but I think you get the idea. God provides for us, protects and loves us; He supplies all we need and desire because He cares for us.  What have you done today to acknowledge God and what He has done and is doing in your life?

We get so caught up in our everyday situations and fail to acknowledge the goodness, awesomeness, greatness, and sovereignty of God. Instead, we think about things that can’t do anything but bring us worry, anxiety, and fear. The Word of God tells us we are to “Cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5.  It’s not that our thoughts are always of evil things, but they can be about things that are not profitable for us to dwell on.  Our thoughts often lead us to make assumptions and judgments, we have no right to make in the first place, based on inaccurate information and flawed thought processes, and our subsequent actions and behaviors reflect this.  If God is all we need, why are we still having problems staying focused? We shouldn’t want to assume anything or judge anyone … that is something God does for us. God watches out for us and takes care of us if only we will acknowledge Him and lean not to our own understanding. 

On any given day, we may find ourselves getting caught up in one issue or another.  Many times we don’t even know how we became so deeply involved in them and, if we think about them even a little, we realize most of the things that seemed so important at the time don’t make any sense at all.  Just think about all the things you were so easily drawn into.  Think about the people you put great stock in and wasted time on. Were they really worth it?  I’m not putting anyone down here, but I must ask the question, “Were they more important then God?”  If you spend much of your time thinking about a person and focusing all your energy on that person rather then on God, you truly need to reevaluate your behavior.

Many of us have gotten into really deep trouble because of the behavior and actions of others. Saints, it is time to wake up and really think about what is truly important and worthy of your focus, concentration, and time. Only God stands ahead of everything and if we set our thoughts and focus on God and do the things God has laid out in His Word then we will find that God is all we need!  As Matthew 6:33 tells us, if we “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto [us].”  He is the one and only. Can that person give you eternal life?  Does he or she have the power to give or take away your salvation? Sometimes we need to ask ourselves just why we are drawn to certain people and why we allow people to do the things they do to us with no regard to our feelings.  If God is all you need, then why are you fretting over him or her? What can they do for you or against you? The Word of God tells us, “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? Psalms 118:6. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good, hear His word only!

October 24, 2007

The Messenger

Saints, did you know that many are called to do the work of God but the Word tells us few are chosen?  Why?  There are a number of reasons, but one is that many of us get so caught up in things that do not pertain to God that we fail to truly hear what God has called us to do and, therefore cannot fully answer His call.  Today, however, God wants to talk to us today about the messenger, as apposed to the message.  Quite often, we humans fail to receive the message because we have ‘issues’ with the messenger. 

Chapter 16 of the book of Numbers tells us a bit about some leaders of that time and their followers.  These people dared to challenge the authority of Moses and Aaron.  They had the audacity to question whether or not God had, indeed, called these two to be head over the Children of Israel. “They gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?”  Numbers 16:3   What these men failed to realize is that Moses and Aaron had not lifted up themselves … God lifted them up.  Saints, here is revelation.  If God lifts you up, He and He alone is able to keep you.  Saints, these men and their followers came up against Moses and Aaron, their own brethren.  You will find many times that the very people you believe are your friends and supporters will be the very ones to come up against you and try to bring you down.

Moses and Aaron’s brethren believed they had a right to question their position, a position to which God Himself had called them and placed them into. When people come against you, they’ll surely mix in some truth along with their accusations.  Korah was right to say that the nation of Israel was Holy. But he and the others were wrong to imply that Moses and Aaron had either asked to be set up as leaders or had, perhaps, taken on the roles of their own volition.  Their roles as leaders of the Children of Israel had been firmly set up and ordained by the Lord God Jehovah!  Remember, Saints, Moses had issues with the leadership role that God had intended for him. He said unto God, “I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” Exodus 4:10. So we know that Moses was called by God … not appointed by man nor of his own will. 

The key here is that they questioned God’s plan and what God had ordained.  People will come against you.  They will “try you” and question what you say God has called you to do.  Saints, you truly need to be in constant communication with the Lord; have a connection with Him that is truly close; and have such a strong commitment to God and His Word that you will not need to try to stand on what you think because you will know and believe in your heart, mind and spirit what God has called you to do.  Only you know what God has said to you to get you to where you are today. God spoke a Word to you to go out and do a specific thing, and when people who are not walking according to the Word of God or not walking in His statues and commandments come against you, you had better be sure that you know that what you are doing is only because of God. This is why it is imperative for us not to get caught up in self. We can hinder our own growth, as well as the growth of others in God if we begin to believe our own hype. God alone has placed you in the position you are in today – not man, not you – therefore, you do not have to answer to man … only to God.  Moses said, “Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.” Numbers 16:28.   Saints, Moses knew in his heart and understood that he had not desired his leadership position, nor did he boast of what God had done for him.  Instead, he fully acknowledged that it was God who placed him in the position he was in and not himself.

You may be doing some things right now because God has called and placed them in your life to do. Don’t get side tracked, looking at how others react to your ministry and listening as they question your call or position.  The Word of God says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3.  If your mind stays focused on God and if you trust that what you are doing is, indeed, something God has called you to do then you really do not have time for anything else – nor can you afford to waste time fretting about anyone’s negative opinion of what you know you are doing in the Name of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Each of us has a specific work to do in the Lord.  My work is not yours and your work is not mine.  We are to strengthen and support each other as best we can by praying for one another, because our ultimate goal is to reach the lost through whatever means God has called us to utilize. 

Those men in the days of Moses and Aaron, as well as those men and women we come against today, failed to receive the message of God.  What was true about those who questioned the validity of God’s chosen in the days of Moses is still true today – people who are unwise enough to question the will of God are quite often so caught up in jealousy and envy that they can not see the blessed opportunity God is trying to bestow upon them through the works of others.  Korah and the men with him, despite what they may have thought, were not coming up against Moses and Aaron.  They were coming up against God, because what Moses and Aaron were doing was personally ordained by God.

Don’t you dare be fearful of men and women who, through their own ignorance come against you as you work in the Name of the Lord.  Read  the Book of Numbers, Chapter 16  and you will see that God shows forth His wrath in a fearful way against those who have the gall to challenge His authority and interfere with  those He has not only chosen, but who are obedient to do His will.  Saints, be warned!  Stop going up against God’s anointed people.  Chapter 16 is not a threat, it is a promise that Almighty God will defend and protect His own, as well as deal with those who come up against His chosen people and His perfect plan. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com 

Good Morning! God is truly good and worthy to be praised!

October 25, 2007 

What Can I Do?

Saints, why do we look at others and decide they are doing too much and are not able to handle everything going on in their life.  Then, we make the judgment that they’re not doing what God would have them do.  How can we make such a judgment call?  How can we make the determination that God couldn’t possibly have been a part of the individual’s decision making process? When did we become such experts on what people can and can not handle, and when did we gain the skill to get inside someone else’s mind? 

We know that God is in control of all things and will not give us more than we can bear. So why do some people get so caught up in what we are doing rather than concentrate on what is happening in their lives? Many times people just don’t understand our faith ... our faith to believe that God is in control and that what we may be going through or are responsible for at this time in our life is what God, Himself, has allowed for a reason.  At the time, we don’t even usually know the reason … the reason is only clear in retrospect.  But when the Lord does give us a glimpse into what is behind what’s going on, are we obligated in any way to share the reason or reasons.  I don’t think so!  Saints, there comes a time in life where we need to take a stand and, as lovingly as possible, say, “Mind your own sanctified business!”  Only God knows why our life is taking this turn instead of another.  We just need to be okay with the knowledge that He knows the “whys and wherefores” … no one else.  If God wants someone else to know why you are doing what you are doing in your life, then He will lead you to give them that information. Until then, only you and God need to know what you are doing within your spiritual life. We are responsible for our deeds and actions or lack thereof.  In addition, Saints, the Word tells us, “…that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day of Judgment.” Matthew 12:36.   Remember that, we are responsible for every word that comes out of our mouths. 

Many times we look at people with multiple responsibilities and say to ourselves, “That is so crazy, is she stupid?” “Why would he take that on, what’s he trying to prove?”  “Why are they doing that, they ought to know they can’t do it all!”  “Humph! She thinks she’s all that … trying to be Superwoman or something!” We’ll go even further and start to talk about them to others, defame them, and attempt to tear them down, without having any knowledge or understanding about what they’re doing and why.

Often, the truth is that God has called them to do what they’re doing, and He is providing them with the strength to get it done.  These people aren’t crazy!  Saints, just because we’ve known a brother or sister for a long time doesn’t mean that we really know what they are or are not capable of doing … particularly when the Lord is involved in the action. God is our creator, not man.  Only God knows what we can do and how much we can accomplish in Him.  God opens our hearts and minds to receive truth. The truth that we are more than what we see; capable of more than we are used to doing; and better than what we have come to believe about ourselves based on the norms of society.

Society places many artificial restrictions on people.  One of the ways society judges intelligence, potential to succeed, and most likely career a person should pursue is to use test scores.  There are all kinds of tests … they start before kindergarten and continue throughout our lives.  Based on how we score … not necessarily on what we’ve actually shown we can do …we are judged and pigeon-holed.  This person is “smart,” that person is not a creative thinker.  That person should be an engineer, you’d make a great forest ranger.  God, however, judges by what He knows is in you based upon what He placed in you.  The Word encourages us with these words, “God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” Genesis 1:27. We were created in the image of God!  How awesome is that?  God is powerful, mighty, and able to do all things.   And through God we, too, are able but we must live by faith and not by sight.  For if we walk by sight, more often than not, we will be trapped in a mindset that will not allow us to believe we can ever be anything more than what man-made tests can measure.

I am more, and that is what you must believe of yourself. “[You] can do all things through Christ who gives [you] the strength.” Philippians 4:13. You will never know how much you can handle, how far you can go, or what you are capable of doing if you base your decision to move forth in the Name of the Lord on what people say and not on what only God knows. Man is not strengthening you to do anything. People will work hard to keep you in the place they’ve decided you belong.  People will attempt to mold you into who they have judged you to be based on flawed data that is seen through their natural, imperfect eyes.   But God desires to elevate you and help you fulfill your destiny in Him! God wants you to know that you can do more … in spite of what any other human can say, do, or insinuate. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good and worthy to be praised continually.

October 26, 2007

Small Thing

Saints, the thing you have been called to do is not a small thing before the Lord.  God has called you to a work – a specific, ordained work.  How do you “size up” what you have been called to by the Lord?  Why are you thinking that your particular calling is just a small thing? Who measures the things of God? Who can lay specifications or put a price on what God has called you to do?  God is the one in control, and He sets up and puts down as He pleases.

God chooses who will to do His work.  We can not just come before God and demand or claim a position.  God knows us and is aware of our strengths and weaknesses.  God also knows our heart, He is aware of our desires and knows if they are pure or not.  Remember the story of Korah and his followers?  They challenged the authority held by Moses and Aaron as the chief leaders of the Children of Israel.  We know from yesterday’s Word of Encouragement that Korah made a big mistake when he questioned God’s choice of leadership for His Chosen People.  We didn’t talk about this yesterday, but Moses had a very important question to ask Korah.  He said, “Does it seem but a small thing to you that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord and to stand before the congregation to minister to them …” Numbers 16:9.  Saints, God had called Korah and others of his tribe (Levi) to the office of priest – a vital position to the children of Israel and to God Himself. The levitical priesthood was a most holy order.  Only they were able to go before God to intercede for the people. Their relationship with God was superb –only they had the opportunity to go into the Holy of Holies.  How could they possibly question whether the person holding another God-given position was really the right person for the job when the one to which God had called them was so very awesome? 

 Jealousy and envy are terrible things. It causes many to fall and be utterly cast out because they seek what is not theirs. Korah and the other foolish men who followed him wanted more and were not satisfied with what God had called them to do. Why do we covet the positions of others and view our own as insignificant?  Every position or work that God calls us into is essential to fulfilling His plan.  God, Almighty God called you … isn’t that enough?  God, creator of heaven and earth, has specifically called you to a work.  Korah and his followers wanted something more; they were not pleased with what they had, even though their positions were extremely important and an integral part of the lives of their brethren.  Korah viewed the positions held by Moses and Aaron as more important – something he deserved.  We humans have a desire for many, many things.  We forget that what we have is a blessing and we should be thankful for it. God does not have to do anything for us, but He chooses to give to us, protect us, keep us, and love us because of who He is. We did not choose God … He chose us. 

Why did God call Moses and Aaron to their positions and not Korah? Have you ever wondered why you are doing what you do in the Lord? Have you ever thought to thank God for what you have been called to do? Saints, no one else can do what God has called you to do ... only you can do it in the particular way you do it.  The position you are in, the work you are doing is for you.  God prepared you for the position and the position for you. This is why it is so important to trust God because only He knows why we are here in the first place.  God doesn’t make mistakes.  What you have been called to do is what you are supposed to be doing. If God had intended you to be in some position you may be coveting at this moment, you would have been in that position. God makes no mistakes. 

Saints, Korah and those with him failed to see the awesome calling God had placed upon their life.  Saints, when God chooses us, “He has set us apart to do a work for His people.”  Whether you preach, sing, write or whatever … no matter how you have been called to minister for God, be thankful for the position and the subsequent work. God chose you to do it, no one else.  Be encouraged and know that you are doing what you are supposed to be doing in the Lord.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! The devil may be busy, but God is awesome!

October 29, 2007

The Attacks

The attacks come, but do we have to give them our time? The attacks hurt, but do we have to focus on the pain? The attacks come without warning, but do we have to worry about how we we’re going to get through? God is good and worthy of our praise, attention, and glory. We are victorious as we stand on our faith that God will deliver! Saints, we are in a time of physical attacks on our very bodies. The enemy is coming in hard and fast, for the Spirit of the Lord has come upon many, igniting them to move out into their purpose. The enemy’s job, as we know, is “…to steal, to kill and to destroy…” John 10:10. 

The enemy seeks to take you down by any means necessary. We know that fear is not of God. We have the confidence and assurance that “No weapon that is formed against us is able to prosper…” Isaiah 54:17 but what of the pain, anguish, and anxiety we have to suffer in the midst of the challenge, storm, and the battle?  Saints, it is natural for us to react to situations that challenge our bodies, emotions, attitudes, and psychological mind-set.  But, the reaction need not cause such a change in our behavior that we move against the truth of God and toward actions we will regret and that have the potential to cause us to become unfruitful and unprofitable.  We must stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord. We serve a mighty and awesome God.  Saints, whose report will you believe and receive? God is our King, Lord, and Savior!  We have victory in Him as long as we stand firm in our faith and trust His Word. The enemy can and will bring many things our way, but God is in control of all those things. 

When we get caught up in what is happening to us as we go through our trials and tribulations, we fail to see that there is far more that is for us than is against us.  What we see are the challenges mounting and the situations getting harder.  We tend to concentrate on how we are being overtaken by various issues and, in that state of mind, never even realize that God is carrying us, providing for us, and protecting us. God is moving on our behalf, coming up against every attack, situation, and challenge we face. God is mighty! His name is El Shaddai, a Hebrew word that literally means “God of the mountain,” but which is normally translated as “God Almighty.”  Our God is a mighty God! He and He alone guides and leads us through.  Yes, we sometimes feel as if we are going through a dark, wild storm and we long to see the light of day.  Know this, Saints, Christ is our light for He is “…the light of the world…” and that light resides in us. If we stand firm as we move through the storm we can know with all assurance that we are not alone … the Light is by our side and within us.  We must activate that light by our faith in order to have the strength to proceed through whatever we face today. 

You may be among the many who have received a health report that is causing you great pain and concern. Know today my sister, my brother that you are not alone.  The report is something God can handle and with Him, so can you, for God allowed it to be brought your way.  Don’t get it twisted today, God is in control. Do you understand what that means?  God controls everything even the things you see as being negative, bad, and hurtful.  God is in control and will bring you out. He only asks us … you and me … to “Be strong and of a good courage; not to be afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD our God is with us …” Joshua 1:9  God is with us, He promised to “… never to leave nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5. God is never going to leave you, even when you think that all hope is lost. You can go on; you can face what is in front of you today. 

Saints, God wants us to be encouraged today.  He doesn’t want us to fret and worry over what is happening.  Instead, we must give God the glory, praise Him and give Him honor, for He is worthy and able. Do not get caught up in what you see, but believe in what you know is true of God.  He is a healer, provider, protector and, most importantly, God is a comforter.  Is anything too hard for God?  God said to Moses, “Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have not I the LORD?” Exodus 4:11.  Today God is asking you “is anything beyond My reach?” Is your sickness too difficult for God? Are your wayward children outside of God’s hand to deliver?  God can and will deliver, how or when doesn’t matter.  Just know that He will … that should be enough.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Nothing else matters but our relationship with God.

October 30, 2007

How Long Lord?

Lord, how long must I go through? How much can I possibly take? When will it all end? The Word of God says, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.  We will have tribulation, we will go through, and things that trouble us will come our way … sometimes on a daily basis. What is the source of our confidence? Jesus has "overcome the world” and all the things within the world and so, with Him, can we. 

While we are on this side of heaven, we are going to face many challenges.  We are going to be tried, but it is for our good.  The Word of God says, “Know this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” James 1:3. The ‘trying’, Saints, works something in us. It molds and shapes us; it brings us closer to being and behaving more Christ-like. There are reasons for our tribulation.   And, no, my brothers and sisters, those reasons have nothing to do with causing us pain and anxiety.  They are not allowed in our lives to upset us or lead us to give up or in.  The trials bring out something in us that allows and  encourages us to move forward and operate in the purpose and plan God has for our lives. You do not have cancer, or heart disease, diabetes, or any other challenging health issue because of something you did.  Please don’t allow that lie to penetrate your heart, mind and soul. You are not experiencing pain, going through in your family, or having problems with your husband or wife because you deserve it. We face many things in life, some by the hand of the enemy, others by our own hand due to the choices we made, and some things are allowed by God Himself.  In all, we still have the victory if we trust God for deliverance. 

It is not about what you are going through today; it is about how you react to what you are going through. You are not receiving too much, nor are you receiving more or less than any other. You are not experiencing an overload. God knows exactly what you can take because He knows who you truly are. You are not what your parents have said, what your teacher may have proclaimed, or what you feel you are.  You are more and that is what we must hold onto today and everyday. We are more! We can do more, we can handle more, and we can achieve more. You have no idea what you can do because you have not allowed God to lead, guide, and show you what you are capable of doing in Him. As you draw closer to God you will face more challenging battles; you will experience greater temptations, and many more trials. Why? Because the enemy does not want you to do what you have been called to do. So if he can distract you, succeed in drawing your focus away from your destiny then he has temporarily won.  Give him no room when he comes to you and brings thoughts of defeat and questions of why and how.  Counter those very thoughts with the Word of God. 

Jesus always said, “It is written…”  There’s a reason why Jesus didn’t say, “I want ...”  nor will you find that He ever said, “I’ve decided to …”   Think about this, in spite of mounting obstacles, Jesus stood firm and operated in what He was sent to do.  Jesus knew it was imperative for Him to speak as God would have Him speak and go where God would have Him go … no matter the circumstance, situation, danger, or challenge.  He said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30.  Saints, be encouraged because as you seek to do the will of God, your heavenly father, you will be tried but, as long as you are not seeking to do your own will, you will experience the joy and comfort that all will work for your good! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! I love the Lord and I know I am not alone! God is Good!

October 31, 2007

Jesus

My rock, my King, my God, my Lord, Jesus … His name is powerful! Jesus is Lord and the King of your soul. He died for you and me that we may have everlasting life. He provided a way for us to come unto a holy God who loved us so much that He desired to restore His relationship with us.  How awesome is a God who only wants to provide, protect, and bless us.  Jesus is our Savior, the one who gave His life for our sins and bore all for us. Jesus, “… the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. 

We can not get to God except by way of Jesus.  We take for granted that through Christ we have access to the Father, that through Christ we can come boldly unto the throne of God not having to worry or fret that we are not worthy for Christ has made us worthy. Saints, Jesus has done it all for us.  All we have to do is believe, accept, and confess. Believe that He is the Son of God; believe that He is God; and believe that He is our Savior … “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:10.  Accept Jesus as Lord and Savior; accept that He died for your sins.  “… Confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, and thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9.  We can not just go before God without a cleansing, recognition, and a covering – Jesus is all those things and more. If we ‘draw nigh’ unto God He promises to ‘draw nigh’ unto us.  

Jesus is the Son of God.  He was sent and He came so that He could take on our sins and become the ultimate sacrifice needed to grant entrance and audience with God, the Father.  Not only did Christ Jesus give His life for us, but He rose again and is seated on the right hand of God making intercession for us. Romans 8:34. Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.” John 12:46. Saints, it doesn’t stop and it doesn’t end. We are continually being covered, conditioned, strengthened, and motivated to do what we have been called to do.  Saints, if we have accepted Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are no longer abiding in darkness.  We have been delivered and set free by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. You have been brought with a price … a price none of else could possibly afford. We are a new creation, more than what we were before we came to God. We should not act the same, nor should we expect the same. We should expect greatness, for Our Lord and Savior has done it all!

Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished” John 19:30. Saints of the most, high God, it is finished.  Stop allowing the enemy to take you back, stop allowing your friends and family to bring you back. You and I must proclaim like our brother Paul, [I] “forget those things which are behind, and reach forth unto those things which are before,” Philippians 3:13.  Forget about what you may have accomplished in the flesh and begin to put stock in what you are learning now in Christ. The price has been paid; your sins have been covered. Christ took them on and they were nailed to the cross. 

Operate today in the freedom wherewith Christ has made you free. Do not be bound again to sin nor walk in darkness, for you have been brought into the light which represents the truth. The truth is you are more than a conqueror through Christ Jesus. Jesus did it all, so that you may receive all. Hold to the truth of God which is found in Christ Jesus. You have been made new in all things … not some, not half … but in all things.  The old has passed away never to return. You do not ever have to fear going back for you have been brought out by a mighty hand! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
