Good Morning Saints! God is going to work it out, do not give up or in!
November 1, 2007

No Doubt
As I sit and struggle inwardly, I wonder how I am going to pay this bill, how am I going to do what is set before me to do, how am I going to manage to get it all together in time.  I remember I must not doubt, for doubt speaks to unbelief and a lack of faith in the one who is able, God.  My inward struggle to not cry, run, shout, scream, and just give up seems to be getting stronger. The pain seems to be more pronounced, and the reality of my not being able to make it seems so real. 

Is the struggle stronger than the reality that God is able to deliver me? Saints, God said, “I will deliver you.”  God promises to keep and protect us. There is nothing to fear because the Word of God says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  God does not want us to fear. He did not give us fear.  Fear is from the enemy, it is a tool used by satan to distract, discourage, and disengage us from doing what God has called us to do and to get us to a point that we will not trust in what God has said. The enemy’s whole strategy is to get us to doubt the Word of God.  If he keeps us focused and concentrated on what is happening, the pain of it, the stress of it, and the realness of it, then he has successfully kept us from trusting what God has said in His Word about our situation.
God frequently tells us in His Word … have courage. Why?  Because God is mightier than whatever is coming against us.  He is more powerful than what someone has said or done and, He is able to come through despite how desperate the situation seems.  Saints, it not meant for you to fight whatever you face alone nor are you expected (or even wanted) to fight in your own strength.  The Word of God says, “Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.” 2 Chronicles 20:15. The multitude of things coming at you and mounting against you is nothing compared to what God has promised … the battle is not yours! 
Right now, many of you are being challenged by all kinds of things.  But those challenges are set to strengthen, encourage, mold, shape, and prepare you for what is to come in your life.  Those challenges get you ready for what God has prepared for you. They are only smoke screens, but they are made real by you. You are the one who fuels your situations by your constant focus, worry, and anxiety over them.  When you put them before God you are lifting them up in front of the true power.  “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.” Psalms 62:11.  God has the power and, if you have accepted Christ Jesus as your Savior, that power resides in you!  What is this power?  It is the power to deflate the situation and put it into perspective.  What is the proper perspective?  It is that God is mightier than what you face; God is able to bring you out of it; and, there is nothing to fear.
You ask, “How can you be filled with joy when I’ve just heard a negative report about my health?”  God is Jehovah Rapha the healer.  The Word of God says, “For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD.” Jeremiah 30:17.  Is healing always physical? The Word of God says, “I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee.” Psalms 41:4. Sometimes Saints, our soul is in need of healing and when we are healed in our souls, everything else will fall into place. We may then see the goodness of the Lord and understand how it does not matter what’s in that report we heard.  The only thing that is important is that God brought it our way and He is able to heal, set free, and deliver us and that He has provided exactly what we need to get through. 
God is speaking to someone today.  You need to remember that God is able and choose whose report will you believe today? Is the Word of God mightier than the word of man? The Word of God says, God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” Numbers 23:19.  God is not man, He will not lie and He is not bound by the same restrictions which bind men.  God is infinite and eternal. Man is temporal, and but for a moment.  Do not allow what others have said or done to keep you from doing what God has enabled you to do … even after hearing a negative the report.  Move out! That report is not set to hold you back or bind you and, Saints, that report or that situation is not able to stop you.  The Word of God says, “[We] can do all things through Christ which strengthens us.” Philippians 4:13.  It is not your body, your hands, feet, mouth, eyes, or ears that enable you to do what He has set before you … it is Christ!  Stop looking at what is hindering you physically and, instead, see what you are empowered by God to do spiritually! 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good! 

November 2, 2007

Draw Nigh

Saints, I was sitting thinking about the things that I am facing today, when I heard God’s voice say, “Draw nigh, unto me and I will draw nigh unto you.”  James 4:8, as we know, commands this very thing. Why did God speak these powerful words to me? Why should He desire that you and I draw ‘nigh’ unto him? 

I began to think about everything that I was going through and the things we each face on any given day. The pain, agony, disappointments, shock, fear, doubt … you name it, we may face all or some of these emotions.  Most of the time, we face ‘normal’ things, things that cause us little frustration.  But what about the things that are not so small?  What about those things that are so large that we tend to focus on them more than on the things of God?  What about those things that challenge our faith and trust in God?  But God said, ‘draw’. I thought about drawing near unto God, I thought about what that meant, the fullness of it. It was not just a call to come near but it was also a call to actually draw from God. 

God has the power, strength, joy, peace, victory, and tools I need to face my trials and tribulations.  God has everything I need to get through, to remain standing, and to face my situation head-on.  Yes, God has what I need, but I don’t seem to be drawing as near to Him as I should. We tend to get caught up in the situations and challenges we face and never realize that God has prepared all we need to meet our challenges. The Word of God says, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19.  God will lift up a standard, but we must draw nigh unto him.  Saints, our victory, strength, and power are found in Almighty God. We do not have to move to the left or right but simply stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord. We must go through many things for our shaping and molding. What we face is only a challenge set to position us closer to God. 

What are you facing today? What is coming against you? I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying marriages. Many, in today’s world, are facing serious challenges in their marriages.  Wives, stop attacking your husbands with the Word.  Stop leaning on your own understanding and, instead, give it to the Lord. God knows what you are going through and He is aware of your feelings.  Husbands you must begin to see what your wife sees in you, trust God … this is not the way you have to live nor do you have to give in because of what others may have said or done. You are more than what you feel and hear.  God is speaking to you, heed His call.  Don’t do it for your wife, but for your own soul.  The Word of God says, “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Philippians 2:12.

Draw the strength, joy, peace, and sound mind you need to face your challenges from God.  He is set to heal, set free, and mend some things for you today. Give it to the Lord and wait upon Him to move. You don’t have to do anything except wait on your Father who is able to supply, fortify, and lift you up from the position you are in today. Do not be fearful, God has your marriage.  Do not fret or cry God is strengthening you.  As you draw near unto the Lord He is filling you with all you will need, and He’s releasing those things that are hindering you from doing what you have been called and purposed to do. God is cleansing us as we draw from him. God is pouring in us, as we pour out to him. God is going to set you free, but you need to trust Him and draw from Him those things you will need to face the challenges and trials facing you at this moment in your life. 

God is able!  God wants to see you through this situation. It is not hopeless, endless, nor useless.  Have faith in what God has promised.  Have faith in the One who is able to do what He has said He will do. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! God is so good and we must acknowledge Him always!
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His Might

In His might I am able to stand firm in the midst of all that would come against me. In the might of God my trust, faith, and ability to do all things is renewed. God is Lord and is in control of all things. There is nothing that happens in my life that God does not have ultimate control over. I am blessed and favored of God. Nothing else matters, not the tears, the frustrations, or the trials of the day. God is in control and in His might my faith will lay. The Word of God says, “Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand.” Psalms 89:13.

We are kept by the strength of Almighty God.  We are delivered by the height of His right hand!  “O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvelous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.” Psalms 98:1 If victory lies in God, why are we fretting over what is standing in front of us?  Remember when Elisha prayed for the eyes if his servant to be opened?  Saints, his servant needed to see that it was not just him, Elisha and a few other men standing before the King of Aram’s army. (2 Kings 6:8-17)  On this day, in the year of Our Lord 2007, you need to see that you are not standing alone either. God wants you to open your eyes, lift up your head, and see that God has hedged you in.  Nothing formed against you, nothing that comes against you will be able to prosper in your life. The call and subsequent purpose placed upon your life is something no one can challenge or deter.  The enemy will try, other people will try, and even you will question and struggle at times with your purpose. You must stay focused on God, meditate on His Word and get yourself into position to hear from God so that you may remain fortified and full of faith. 

What are you going through today that God is not able to handle? Can you think of anything that is too hard for God? Is God able to handle what you may label as “too much” or what you may have determined is impossible?  Saints, do you know of the might and power of God?  God is more powerful, mightier, and stronger, than any other being, spirit, or false god.  God is Lord, there is none else. His Word speaks of His power, might, and love for His children. Does God love you? Have you ever stopped complaining, murmuring and crying out long enough to hear His soft voice tell you that everything is going to be okay?  Today, and every day, God is saying to us, “Everything is in My hands, all that you are facing is nothing compared to what I am doing in your life.”  Saints, we must trust God.  James said, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8.  Stop wavering, stop going in and out of believing God. If you trust Him, it should not matter what comes your way. If you believe Him, no lie … no matter how good it may sound … should distract you. 

Saints, we must stop leaning on our own understanding and in all our ways acknowledge God and what He is able to do. God had some questions for Job and He is asking those same questions of you and me today.  Please review Job Chapters 39, 40 and 41. One of the questions God asked Job was this, “Hast thou an arm like God? Or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?” Job 40:9.  Saints, God’s arm is not short, His reach is not limited, and His full ability is known by no man. The voice of God is like thunder: it pricks, probes, changes, heals, set free, and delivers. Our God is a mighty God. 

“Who hath prevented me that I should repay him? Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine.” Job 41:11.  Saints, who can stop God?  Remember the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  Everything and everyone belongs to God.  Even those people who fail to acknowledge Him (or who don’t know who He is) are His creation and are subject to Him!  Your situations, circumstances, trials, and tribulations are subject to God!  God is in control and if the Spirit of God is residing in you, then that same might and power rests in you.  God is able to do all things but fail!  Stop worrying about what’s happening and remain focused on God.  Stop questioning the things of God and begin to trust Him fully. The Spirit of the Lord is upon you, within you, and able to keep you. “… Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Am I there Yet?

Saints, have you ever wondered or asked the question, “Am I there yet?” We go through many difficult situations in our life. Many times we begin to count the things we’ve gone through and get discouraged when we realize just how much we have actually faced. We look at how we suffered a few months ago or last year and now, here we are again, facing something else. How much can a person go through? How much is too much and just much can we take? 

I believe that God wants to move us into abundance but many of us are either not willing or are not properly prepared to go. We are not confident enough, stable enough or faithful enough; nor do we trust God enough to get us to where He needs us to be. Remember this walk isn’t about you or the things you are able to do in the natural. We are called to a greater work and that work is not dependent upon what you can do but, instead, on what you trust God to do in you.  

When it was Gideon’s time to walk into the purpose God had planned for his life, the Lord said unto him, “… The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valor.” Judges 6:12.  Saints, only God can identify you as you truly are. God knows you and what you are capable of doing and accomplishing, but first there must be a reprogramming so to speak. We are so used to limiting ourselves based on what we can do in the natural that we can’t see what God sees and knows of us. Gideon did not feel he was a man of valor nor would he have imagined himself to be chosen to lead the Children of Israel into battle. There were some things God had to do in him … and is doing in us today … to get us to a place of courage, confidence, and character. 

To instill courage God told Gideon, in verse 16, that He would be with him. God is speaking to someone today … you are wondering when is it going to be over, when is it going to stop, how much more can you take? You are asking, “Am I there yet?”  God is instilling some things in you.  One of the most important things for us to remember as we go through the things set before us is that God is with us. The Word of God says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5.  Gideon was still unsure.  He looked at the natural state of his life and could not help but question his ability to do what God had purposed him to do.  Many of us base everything on what we can and can not do because of our natural situations.  We look at the things that have happen to us and begin to fret over what is going on outside instead of looking at what is being accomplished on the inside.  In verse 23, God moved Gideon into confidence … He said to Gideon, “… Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.” God wants you to be confident in spite of the situation and the things that are happening to you. The Word of God says, “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.” Isaiah 54:17. 

Situations come and sometimes we feel that all is lost. We do not have the finances, so it is over.  We do not have a partner, so it can not be done. We do not have the time, so we may as well give up now. Too much is happening, so we must be in error or out of communion with God. We go through so much before we move into the character which reflects our true image. We were created in the image and likeness of God. Our character enables us to stand firm in the midst of trails, situations, and circumstances. Our character is being shaped and molded as we continue to trust God. No longer are we doing those things we used to do, nor should we be reacting as we use to react. Gideon had to learn that he was not the same for God had called him by his true name. Saints, what is your true name? Who are you in God? Has God called you preacher, teacher, singer, minister, evangelist, healer, encourager, what is your true name? Your true name, once revealed, will move you into position to do what you have been purposed and called to do!  God said to Abram, “Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.” Genesis 17:5. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints, God is Lord, but is He Lord of your life?
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Opposition

I have been experiencing various challenges for the last past year. I have been feeling the overwhelming pressures of life and pressures related to what I have been called by God to do. Some of these challenges have tried me to the point of breaking, but I’m still standing and still able to go on. I must admit, Saints, that I am very tired. I do get frustrated and feel as if I want to give up.  But the work must be done and the plan carried out despite of how I may feel. When I get those feelings that make me want to give up, when I question or worry, am I in direct opposition to what God has purposed for my life?  Can I go on and do what I am destined by the Lord to do in the midst of everything that’s happening?  The Word of God says, “I can do all things through Christ which gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13. 

When you experience challenges, are you drawing strength from God who dwells within you or are you choosing to handle it yourself rather than give it to the Lord?  We know and are confident in what God can do for us. Even when we fret, the Lord reminds us that He is near and that ‘this too shall pass’.  We have the Word of God which is our encourager, we have the Spirit of the Lord who is our strength, and we have spiritual gifts that help us do the extraordinary, the impossible, and the unbelievable.  But what about the challenges I face?  What about the challenges you face? When we feel like giving up, are we in direct opposition to the plan God has for our lives? 

The Word of God says, ‘nothing is able to separate us from the love of God’. We are covered by His love and fortified by the strength of His Word.  What we face doesn’t matter as much as how we react to what we are facing.  Saints, we are going to have challenges but they are all set to position, shape, and mold us for what is to come. Every challenge is a door of opportunity. Every time we go through something we come out more powerful, secure and strengthened with our faith stronger than before.  Why?  Because we know that if it had not been for God, we would not have made it this far. The Word of God says, “I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.” Ecclesiastes 3:14. God is in control.

There is a reason why we are confronted with our present situations but we have the Lord’s Word that it will work for our good.  If we understand that, we will be able to sustain, stand firm, and surrender to what God has purposed for our lives.  So, you see, it is our reaction to the challenges that sets us apart from others.  How are we reacting to the news that we may have a terminal disease or our spouse is sick and may die, or one of our children acting out, etc., etc., etc.?  What is our comeback when someone insults us, hurts us, tears us down, or stains our very character? Can we stand firm and have the faith it takes to go through?  What you sow you will surely reap. What you have entrusted to God, He will most certainly restore unto you. 

God wants you to know, today, there is no challenge that’s able to keep His love from you.  There is no challenge that God has not first given permission to come into your life.  God is with you no matter how it feels.  Remember we do not have to fear for fear is not of God; we do not have to fret for God said He will deliver us. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  He is able to prepare, present, and produce those things you currently need in your life.  Do not give up because you don’t understand something. Do not falter because you’re being tried.  God is doing something in your life – the reaping will be great and the restoration will be more than you can ever imagine. God is able to supply all your needs according to His riches. 

Give me the courage Lord!  Speak to my heart ,my loving Father, and restore to me Thy strength. Not my ‘will’ but Thy ‘will’; not my plan, but Thy plan; not my way, but Your perfect and upright way! To God Be the Glory for He is an awesome God!  Joshua said, “… but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,” Joshua 24:15.  Saints, in spite of the challenges … I will serve the Lord!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! God is so we are!
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Knowledge

We all know the popular cliché, “Knowledge is Power.” But is there such a thing as too much knowledge? What is knowledge? The Word of God says, “For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6. 

Knowledge is the state of knowing, awareness or an understanding gained. The knowledge we think we have is nothing compared to the knowledge of God. The Word of God says, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” Proverbs 4:7.  Saints, there is nothing wrong with gaining knowledge but when you gain this knowledge do you use it to replace the truth of God? Many of us read and study various things to get an understanding of God – who He is and the mysteries behind His existence. Many tend to neglect the bible because they believe it is too hard to understand.  Some neglect to read it because they don’t think it provides enough information. Many believe the bible was written by men whose goal was to keep information from us. They feel that the (66) books currently making up the Word of God (bible) are not enough and they want to read those books they have heard are missing or were purposely kept out of the bible. Saints, my only question is this: Does man have the power to do such a thing? Is not God more powerful than man? If there was something God wanted His people to know would He not have the opportunity, the power, and the might to relay it to them?

The Word says “with all your getting, get understanding.” We are to understand today that God is an awesome God. He is more powerful than we can imagine. What we have in the bible is the very Word of God. It is not man’s word, the prophet’s word, or any other person’s word. The bible was written by men chosen by God and inspired by God to bring forth a message for His people. We must not get caught up in who wrote, who transcribed, or who gave us the versions we have today. God is Lord and His Word is eternal. Even if there were people who had ulterior motives when translating the Word of God don’t you think that God has the ability, strength, and power to counter any and all such ulterior motives? Saints, we make the mistake of assuming that man has more knowledge that God. God is Lord and there is none else. The Word of God says, “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 2 Timothy 3:7. Why? The knowledge of the truth is found in God! We leave God looking for more because we feel there is more out there to be found. How much more can you get if you are not looking to God to get it. 

Many in their search for truth find that even after they research and research the truth is only found in God … for God is truth!  How can you say you are searching for truth, to gain knowledge of God when you fail to come to God for that knowledge? Does anyone else know God better than God knows Himself?  Can any human author tell you more about God than what God can reveal to you about Himself?  It amazes me that men and women will search diligently for truth … the truth about God … looking all over and reading all kinds of books because they think something is missing in the teachings they have received, because they feel someone is trying to pull the wool over their eyes. What they find is another human’s view on what they are seeking. They find that someone has written something that seems to have uncovered some mystery but the Word of God says, “… there is no new thing under the sun.” Ecclesiastes 1:9.  So does man really have the ability to come up with something that has not been identified? Have you really found something new or have you just stumbled upon something already known that has been written before? Saints, don’t be fooled into believing that you are receiving something new, for God teaches man knowledge. Psalms 94:10. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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I Can

I can cry, but I am reminded that God is my refuge. I can get upset and begin to worry, but the Word of God tells me to be anxious for nothing. I can become fearful, but the Word of God tells me that God has not given me the spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind. I can give up, but God said, “fret not.”  I can trust and follow after righteousness in spite of what is in front of me. Saints, we can come up with many reasons why we can not follow the ways and will of God.  But when you compare those ‘reasons’ to who God is do they or can they measure up? God said unto Jacob, “behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.” Genesis 28:15. What a testament of the love God has toward each of us. 

Saints, God is with each of us and will not leave nor forsake us. We must get to a place where we are confident and secure in this very truth. We must know that the character of God is to keep us for He loves us dearly. The character of God is of peace, love, power, and strength. God is able to keep us for He is our creator and Lord. The very attributes of God are our covering. God “shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” Psalms 91:4.  We go through life worrying, doubting, and fearing.  Some of us never come to a place where we are filled with courage because we are so caught up in what is in front of us. There comes a time when we must stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. We can not continue to go through life unfruitful and unprofitable; we must lean on God our Father and not to our own understanding. You and I have a purpose and once we get to that place where we know that we have a purpose and are willing to trust God for that purpose, we can then begin to concentrate on what God is calling us to do and have the ability to move out in strength, power, and love. 

Too many of our sisters and brothers, God’s very children, are just sitting around wasting talents, abilities, and God-given purposes because they can not see past what is in front of them.  God is saying you must change what is in front of you.  Get rid of what is not of God and contrary to His Word. If it is a person then you must leave them where they stand and move forth into your destiny. If you are caught up worrying about children, finances, husband, wife you must realize today that you have been given a purpose and that purpose in found in God, strengthened and fueled by God. The Word of God says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. Sometimes we stop at, “our minds being stayed on God” for the peace which is promised, but you must trust in God for that peace … just your mind staying on the things of God is not going to be enough. You can not just sit and expect things to move or happen in your life if you have not done a thing to make them happen. You have the power because the Word of God says, “… you have been given power, love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. You have the ability because you have been created in the image and likeness of God. You have love within you because the Word of God says, “God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:16. God is love and dwells in us! Saints we have such power to begin to leave those things that are not of God. We have the power to say no and turn the other way. We have the power to stop doing those things which are not profitable for our bodies, minds, and souls. 

Can we exercise that power today? Can we tap into what is in us that we may begin to walk, move, and live according to the very Word of God? The Word of God says, “I can do all things through Christ which gives me the strength.” Philippians 4:13. Christ gives you the strength, but not if you do not trust that He is able to give you the strength. Saints you can today. You can stop doing those things which are hindering your being able to draw nigh unto God. You have the power to say no, to turn away, and the strength to stand! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! Truly we are not living up to our potential in God!
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Acquaintance

Saints, an acquaintance is a person you know but whom you would not characterize as a friend.  We know an acquaintance casually, it’s someone we see from time to time and say, “Hey … good to see you, how ya doing?” and keep on walking.  If the person bothers to answer our questions, it barely registers in our conscious mind.  We all have many acquaintances.  Some, we try to avoid whenever possible.  There are others of whom we’re fond of on a certain level, but we probably won’t ever invite them home for dinner.  Now, we’ll touch base with the casual acquaintance of whom we are fond every now and again.  Sometimes some trigger will cause their name to cross our mind, and we may email them to say, “Hi!”  Generally speaking, the bottom line is, we don’t have any kind of relationship with these people that cause us to think about them unless we actually see them. Unfortunately, to quite a few of us, God is just that … a casual acquaintance.

The Word of the Lord says, “… thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” Deuteronomy 6:5.  We are to love God with all of our heart, but how can we do this if we don’t to get to know God? We must seek to love Him with all of our soul, but how can we when we’re not intimately connected? We are instructed to love God with all of our might.  But, Saints, our might is found in God … shaped, and molded by God … so how can we come to love with all our might when we fail to draw near to the one who is able to supply all? 

Saints, you’ve read, or at least heard, about our brother Job.  To many, it seems as though God dealt him an unprovoked blow.  The Lord allowed satan to come against all that Job had and bring upon him a skin disease so horrible that even his friends couldn’t recognize him. Job 2:12.   But, when his wife suggested that he “curse God and die” Job replied, “What?  shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.” Job 2:10. We all know that Job was truly blessed.  We know he was described as “the greatest of all the men of the east” because he was “upright … feared God … eschewed evil and was blessed with [abundant] substance” in family and in property.” Job 1:3.  How, you may ask, did Job get to a place where he continued to trust God in spite of all that happened to him? And how can we … living today … trust God; give Him the glory; praise His name; worship when we are in pain; and give thanks when we have lost a loved one or are in financial need with the bills piling up and people coming against us?  The answer, my dear Saints, is this.  Job had experiences that allowed him to gain the knowledge of who God is and what God is able to do for those who love Him.  We, too, are given opportunities to learn through experience who God is, who we are in Him, and what God is able to do for those of us who love Him without … generally speaking … ever being asked to face the same types of grave situations with which Job was faced.

Saints, we can not sit back and be content with a ‘casual acquaintance’ relationship with the Lord.  Going to church on Sunday when we feel like it; opening our bible when we need something or are going through something major in our life; talking to God in prayer only when it’s convenient for us; and never once mentioning anyone else but ourselves doesn’t make for a full-blown, intimate relationship with the Lord.  Saints, we can’t even have a real relationship with another human if we behave like that!  We get to know God through the challenges we face each day. Job had the opportunity … whether we understand it or not … to get to know God in an intimate way. Job knew of God, but he did not know God.  Job began to know God through the trials he experienced. 

Truth be told, most of us in today’s world don’t want to go through anything!  More than any other generation before us, we have a great fear of hurt, pain, and loss because we have suffered from much less of it than any other generation before us.   Because of science and technology we, in this country, have been blessed to know less death and physical pain caused by disease and constant warfare; we live longer, and are more protected from the devastation of hunger, thirst and poverty than any other generation before us.  But at what price, Saints?  Science, technology and all the experts these two fields have spawned have led us to believe that we are entitled to every thing man has been able to create – whether we need it or not, whether we can afford it or not.  We have been encouraged to believe that we need not suffer anything … there is a pill or potion to relieve us of all pain – physical, emotional and spiritual.  We’ve been told it’s normal and natural to become depressed and despondent over every loss and disappointment in life … just ask the doctor for an anti-depressant and, perhaps, go see a “professional” as well.   Because we are seldom encouraged to seek the Lord by the institutions we modern men and women put our faith into, I believe, we are left spiritually fragile, emotionally dependent and physically weak – unable to face the ordinary troubles of life and totally unprepared to deal with real privation, stress, pain or suffering.  Saints, much of the world has forgotten that only God can truly bring us through the darkness of night and into the light of day … fully prepared to meet the triumphs and trials of each day we are blessed to be alive on this earth.  “He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death.”  Job 12:22
How can we to get to know who God is and what He is able to do if we never experience challenges, trials, and tribulation? The Word of God says, “… weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalms 30:5.  Yes, we may indeed weep because of what we suffer, but joy most assuredly does come when we are introduced to various attributes of God. We can speak to His goodness when we have experienced it first hand. We can praise Him for His faithfulness when we know of His faithfulness through experience.  Look at it this way … you can’t tell me how good the restaurant down the street is based only on what you’ve heard.  But, if you’ve actually eaten at the restaurant then your suggestion that I eat there as well is more valued.

Job could speak to the goodness of God because of the many blessings God had bestowed upon him.  But he did not know of His faithfulness except through trials, His might except through dire situations, or His goodness and compassion except through suffering.  When we suffer, we gain experience, knowledge, emotional and spiritual strength, and understanding.  Our testimony is valued!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is good!
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God

“Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of his understanding.” Isaiah 40:28.  God does not faint nor get tired … we can’t say the same for man. 

Who do you trust in today? Will you worry when things don’t go as planned? Will you give up because things are too hard? Are you going to stop doing what God has purposed for your life because of people, situations, and/or fear? Will you allow your flesh to hinder your blessings? I’m only asking because so many of God’s children are blessed with talents and gifted to do extraordinary things, but they fail to acknowledge the might and strength of God to help them get those things done. The Word of God says, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. You have nothing to do with anything … all you need do is trust God and lean not to your own understanding.  It is by the Spirit of the Lord that you are able to do what has been set in front of you.  Saints, if God brings it to you, He is able to bring you out.  If God set it up, He is able to carry it and see it and you through. God desires only your faith, so that you can yield to Him your hands, feet, eyes, ears, mouth, whatever you have that God can use to His glory. 

Do you have the faith to believe in a God you have not seen with your natural eyes? Jesus said, “… blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” John 20:29.  Do you have the strength to go on and trust when the things you do see in front of you are contrary to what you believe? The Word of God says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7.  God is Lord and there is none else.  God is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more than you could ask or think.  God is Lord!  God said to Moses “I AM THAT I AM” and told him to tell the Children of Israel, “I AM hath sent me unto you.” Exodus 3:14.  I AM has called you to do the impossible, to go places you have never been before, and to expect greatness and the awesome movement of God in all you do. God said to tell the Children that “I AM” had sent Moses because the words “I AM” covered everything.  God is everything and you must trust in God who is able to do everything and anything. The only thing God cannot do is … fail!  You fear because someone said, “No!”  You fret because you don’t have the finances to do what is in front of you.   And you doubt because things don’t seem as if they are going in the right direction.  Stop!  “Lift up [your] eyes toward the hills from whence cometh your help.” Psalms 121:1. 

You can do all things through Christ!  He is the One through whom you have the strength to go on; the strength to endure; and the strength to look at any given situation and know that God is in control.  The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. There is nothing which is out of the reach or control of God.  He commands all.  We are His children and we need to move according to His “will” for our lives.  Excuse me, if I boast a little; pardon me, as I lift up His name. God is awesome, He is all that, and truly able.  God is able to supply not only my needs but, when they are in accordance to His will, He can and will supply my wants and desires as well.  Ask yourself, “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.” Psalms 24:8.  Our Lord, King, and God!  He is able to get you through what you are facing at this very moment. Stay encouraged, for it is your encouragement through the Word of God that is going to set you free, allow you to run and not get weary, walk and not faint, and believe in spite of what you see!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! So you need to know, huh?
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What is Pertinent?

Some believe every bit of information they read or hear is pertinent … that is, relevant … to some extent or another.  But, what about private information concerning our sisters and brothers, what and how much of that information is pertinent or appropriate for us to know?  Is information regarding their personal business or past mistakes pertinent or necessary to your decision to become their friend or to help them? Saints, too often we must deal with people who believe they need to know everything. They need to know if you are sleeping with him or her, if you are going to do this or that; just what did God deliver you from and are you still having problems in that area.  They need to know what you are doing at all times. Each of us needs to ask this question, “What kind of information is pertinent and important for others to know about me, and what personal information about myself am I willing to share with others? 

Do you know me? Are you acquainted with my history, my pain and suffering, my triumphs?   If not, why do you think I’m obligated to provide you with personal information about myself?  Is it just because you don’t understand what is happening in my life or maybe you heard something about me and are just ‘dying’ to find out if it is true or not.  What makes you think that information is necessary for you to know?  Is it because you want to stand in judgment of me?  Do you think you need to give me your opinion on what I am doing or not doing in my life? Or, perhaps, you’re wondering if I am really doing what God has called me to do? Are you questioning God or me?  The Word of God says, “Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.” Romans 14:13.  So why are we still trying to hinder others with our words and the things we contrive to do against one another in our hearts?  Why are we so consumed with what someone else is doing?  We fail to realize that our misplaced and, often, disturbing curiosity about the actions of others often hinders our own growth in God.  My sister, is my life story that interesting?  Is it able to bring you joy, healing, freedom, prosperity?  Can it profit you anything other than give you the ability to carry the latest news?  You may have an insatiable desire to gossip, but the Word of the Lord says, “A talebearer reveals secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit conceals the matter.” Proverbs 11:13. 

For those of you with a desire to reveal the secrets of others why not learn to find joy in revealing truth to someone who is in darkness.  Talk to someone about the truth of Jesus Christ and how much God loves them.  Tell someone the truth that God is Lord of all and sent His only begotten Son to die for their sins.  Tell someone how much they are loved despite what they may have done in their life.  Tell someone their sins have been forgiven and covered by the blood of Christ. The Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.   Those of you who desire to spread tales like wildfire, why not help someone in their time of need?  I am so glad, and I’m sure most of you will agree, that we do not have to answer to man and that we will not have to endure their taunts and stares for long. God is Lord and there is none else.  He and He alone judges … not man. Vengeance, praise God, belongs to the Lord! 

My God has spoken, and this is the sum of it all … those who are being attacked, lied about, and grieved by your brothers and sisters the Lord has said, “I, even I, am he that comforts you: who art thou, that thou should be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass…” Isaiah 51:12. God comforts, directs, leads, guides, strengthens, and keeps.  If you want to know anything about me or what I am doing and why, please dial the Lord’s phone and charge it to Jesus. Because, “with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.” 1 Corinthians 4:3.  God is my judge and I praise and magnify His name. God is my lord and I answer only to Him.  God is everything to me, so the things you do are not able to move me! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is Lord of all, we serve a mighty God.
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Forgiveness

The Word of God says, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:” Matthew 6:14.  How many of us forgive as we should? 

We know that we are to forgive one another for this is a commandment of God. But do we truly forgive one another or do our lips say one thing and our heart another?  The Word of God says, “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” Hebrews 10:17.  If we confess our sins, God remembers our sins no more. Saints, the reason many of us are not walking in victory, not receiving all God has for us, is simply because we have un-forgiveness in our hearts. We say we have forgiven but when something happens that reminds us of what was done to us, we tend to bring it all up and charge it to our brother or sister all over again. Think about forgiveness. God forgives us of all our sins, but He goes one step further … He chooses to not remember them any more. God does not bring up our past sins against us neither does He use them to judge whether we are to be blessed or not. God forgives and remembers no more. 

If you truly forgive someone of a wrong they have done, you will not bring it up nor charge them with the shame of it again. You will be able to love, trust and freely extend a hand to them. You will be able to talk to them without bringing up anything that will remind them of the wrong they did. You will be able to behave as if it did not happen because you will have dealt with it and the emotions tied to the hurt and pain according to the Word of God. 

Forgiveness is not something you can do on your own. You need God and His strength to help you to forgive, forget, and formulate healthy relationships. Just think if God choose to remember our sins. Where would you and I be? We sin over and over again, but if God were to bring up every sin we have every committed how would we feel? How could we stand to hear what we did and may still be doing? Forgiveness is not about asking forgiveness and then turning around and doing it again and again. It’s about leaving what you have done and turning away from it for good. How do you accomplish this?  You lean on God for the strength needed to overcome the sin in your life. The Word of God says, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Psalms 18:2. If you truly forgive someone you can’t throw what they did back up in their face whenever they do something that displeases you. If God doesn’t do it to you, then why on earth would you do it to someone else? You do not have the right to lay a sin to a person for life. They have confessed to you, asked for your forgiveness, and determined in their heart to change. You appreciated their confession, accepted their apology and have partnered with them to change. 

If you sinned yesterday and confessed before God, pledging to never do it again, the Word of God says “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9. What if you sin today and God brings up your sins of yesterday … how would you feel? Is that forgiveness?  Wouldn’t you ask or question God about what He said and meant in His Word?  God, You said You would forgive me, cleanse me, and remember my sin no more. Why, my Father, are You bringing what I did yesterday up again.  It is a new day and, I want to change and move forward. I will make mistakes but, God, am I charged with the sin of yesterday for the rest of my life?  What about Your Word? 

Saints, your loved ones, friends, and family members are asking you the same question today. They are wondering if you really forgave them yesterday, why you’re bringing it up today.  You said you forgave them; you said that it was dead and buried; and you said you would partner with them to help them.  Forgiveness is not something you do for the moment just to get past the situation the best way you know how. Forgiveness is something you do with the intention that it will not be brought up again nor remembered in a way that will hinder your relationship. The Word of God says, “… be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” Ephesians 4:32. You have been forgiven and God remembers your sin no more.  Take note of what God has done for you … forgive and remember no more the wrongs of those whom you claim to have forgiven.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Why do we grieve our Lord?

November 16, 2007

Forgiveness - Part 2






Saints, why do we ask God to forgive us and then turn around and commit the same sin? Why do we decide in our heart to go against a commandment of God just to please our flesh for a moment?  I often wonder if God is as hurt by our actions toward Him as we and our loved ones sometimes are.  Does our decision to choose sin over and over again interfere with God’s desire to move in our lives?  Are we hurting the Lord, by not being honest with Him? I may not be able to answer that question, but I can tell you that God does have an answer for the sins we commit and, quite often, welcome into our lives with open arms. 

“For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 (Amplified). The Word of God is quick, powerful and sharp ... it pierces.  If you and I were living under the Word, as God would have us, we would not be so quick to commit the same sin again and again.  Yes, we have the gift of “free will” and we are able to make choices for ourselves. But God’s desire is that we make the right choices according to the truth of His Word.  And how can we make the right choices if we do not have His Word dwelling within us? How can we stand for what we know is truth when we are not allowing truth to operate in our lives? Don’t you want to stop continually committing sins you know are wrong and totally against God’s statutes and His truths? Don’t you want to leave what you’re doing at the throne of God and trust Him to cleanse you, keep you, and equip you so that you will be able to keep your flesh under subjection to His Word? The Word of God says, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalms 119:11. God is able to keep you through His Word! 

My desire, like yours, is to do the will of God; to walk according to His word and not my own.  I, just like you, want to enjoy life on this side of Heaven by doing what God has purposed for my life.  But how can we effectively do what God has called us to do if we are constantly struggling with sin, especially if we are struggling with a particular sin? Some do battle with drugs, others with alcohol, many are entangled in the grip of fornication … there are so many vices that ensnare mankind.  What’s the name of your battle?  It’s a question only you and the Lord can answer.  But I heard the Word of God say, “… the battle is not [ours], but God's.” 2 Chronicles 20:15.  It is God who gives you the strength, keeps you, protects you, and will certainly guide you into all truth. Allow the Spirit of the Lord to move within you so that you can resist the temptation to fulfill the lusts of the flesh. We must walk by faith … not by sight or by what we feel. Saints, what we face on any given day is not something we should try to manage on our own.

If you are struggling with a particular sin today … a sin you are finding difficult to give up or turn away from, God wants you to know that through Him you can do all things. On our own, we can not do what God is able to do.  He provides the strength and power needed to stand firm in the midst of what we desire in the flesh. The Word of God says, “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin…” 1 Peter 4:1. Arm yourselves with the same mindset as Christ.  Our flesh is subject to the things of God because Christ suffered for us in the flesh and rules over the sin of the flesh! You and I are quickened in the Spirit to do those things of God freely! Remember we can do all things through Christ who gives us the strength.  But we must make up our mind that we are not going to go around with the same people who may be the cause of our falling; we are not going to allow things in our lives to distract us from doing what God has purposed us to do. We are going to commit to equipping ourselves by reading and studying the Word of God, meditating on its truths, and believing that God is able to keep and deliver us today. We must begin, today, to honor God in our flesh by subjecting it to the will of God. “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God…” Romans 6:13. 

We are to give everything to the Lord and know that He is able to take it, deal with it, heal, and deliver us from it! We serve a mighty God. We need assistance to help us let go of whatever we are struggling with today.  We need love to keep us from falling into guilt and shame. We need the Lord to show us through His Word what is essential … that is, we are able to overcome the sin in our lives by faith, by trusting Him and applying His Word to our lives!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless! Good Morning Saints of God, truly we are in a position to receive and give more than what we think!
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My Opportunity

Yes, it is personal!  You have an opportunity to do more than what you’re doing right now. You can accomplish great things if you will trust God and yield yourself to His will. The Word of the Lord says, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” Romans 6:13.  How many of us yield to sin every day?  How many of us yield our bodies to be used by the enemy time and time again? We have numerous opportunities to bless someone instead of telling them off and perfect openings to witness, but we’re so caught up in self that we miss the chance.  Saints, if you are not yielding yourself to God to do what He has purposed for you, then who are you yielding to … self or satan? 

When you go into a store and the cashier is rude and begins to tell you off, what is your response? Are you yielded to do only the things of God?  Do you react according to His will … that is, are you able to smile and offer a hand of thanksgiving? Or are you so caught up in the moment that you ‘snap’ right back at the person … choosing to believe that you have the right to do so because of their inappropriate behavior?  What right does a believer have according to this world system?  You are not to be of this world!  Yes, it is fair to say that we are to obey the laws of the land, but we are not to behave in ways that do not clearly identify us at the Christians we claim to be.  Saints, you must begin to see every incident and every moment as an opportunity to witness … an opportunity to tell someone about Christ Jesus and His Gift of Salvation.  God places all kinds of opportunities in our way to do just that, but we miss most of them because of what we believe.  I can tell you I miss the mark just like everyone else … I’ve had opportunities to witness to the unruly, the insulting and the rude, but my flesh rises up sometimes and I lose my temper and my opportunity to witness. 

The Word of God says, “…know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 1 Corinthians 6:19. Saints, your body is not yours, it belongs to the Lord.  It has been brought and paid for with a price you could not possibly afford. As believers, we are to yield ourselves to the service of God and none other.  We are to prepare by meditating on the Word of God so that we can operate according to its truths … not according to how society would have us believe we should operate and behave. You are not of this world – stop trying to make a place for yourself in it!  “[You] have been raised up, and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6.  You have a blessed opportunity to do what you have been called to do.  Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30.  Saints, you are set to do a work, you can not operate outside of God and do what your flesh wills you to do; instead, you must do the will of God who has chosen you and sent you forth! 

I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “Honor Me!” Someone, today, needs to know that the things you are doing; the people you hang with; and the exceptions you’re making are not of God, and God is not pleased. You must begin to Honor God in your living, your conversations, your thinking and your activities. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, let us rejoice together for God is good!
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To Honor

The Word of the Lord says, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.” Isaiah 29:13. How many of us draw near to God in such a way that those around us clearly notice how we praise, worship and give honor to God and yet, on the inside where only God is able to clearly see, our heart is far from Him? How many of us draw near to Him with our mouth and lips only.  Where are our hearts? What are we thinking?

On this day, God wants to know where is His honor? To honor God is to respect, reverence,  worship,For his birthday, little Joseph asked for a 10-speed bicycle. His father
 said, "Son, we'd give you one, but the mortgage on this house is $280,000
 & your mother just lost her job. There's no way we can afford it." The
 next day the father saw little Joseph heading out the front door with a
 suitcase. So he asked, "Son, where are you going?" little
 Joseph told him; "I was walking past your room last night and heard you
 telling mom you were pulling out. Then I heard her tell you to wait
 because she was coming too. And I'll be damned if I'm staying here by
 myself with a $280,000 mortgage & no bike. show regard for, and serve Him – it has little or nothing to do with how enthusiastically you sing the songs of praise or how high you lift up your hands at the appropriate moment.  How are you honoring God in your serving? Serving is not just volunteering for a ministry or working in the church, it is a reverence in your everyday life that illuminates your faith from the inside.  No matter what you are called to do, you do it with a high regard and respect for your Lord and Savior. You worship with your body by serving God with the talents and abilities He has given you. You worship by giving up that which you desire to do that is not in keeping with the Lord’s will for you, and by doing what you are purposed and called to do. You worship through sacrifice. It won’t always feel good but you and I have the power to put our bodies, fleshly wants and desires under the subjection of the Lord.  It is saying, “No!” when you want to say, “Yes!”  It is doing the opposite of what you want to do, and doing what is right in the eyes of God. Saints, this is how we honor God. 

“A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8.  We must commit to living a life totally dedicated to doing only the will of God.  We must lie down at night and rise up in the morning praising and thanking God for what He has done, and what He is going to do.  We may successfully fool the people around us, but you can not fool our God who sees into your heart and knows your true desires. How are you honoring God? 

The questions each of us must ask ourselves are, “What is in my heart?” “Do I truly want the things of God and, if so, am I willing to do what is expected?” “Can I sacrifice what is most dear to me to receive from God?”  Saints, today, I am faced with mounting bills, issues with my children, school, ministry, business, work, books and, among many other things, desires not of God.  But the sum of it all is that I trust God; I believe that God is able to keep, protect, and provide all my needs. I also hear His voice, “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?” Jeremiah 32:27. Saints, there is nothing too hard for God.  All we have to do is trust God as we honor Him and apply His statutes, commandments, and truths to our lives. We can honor God by sacrificing our wants and desires to do what He desires us to do. The Word of God says, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” James 4:8.   Yes, Saints, we must draw near to our God and honor Him with our hearts as we yield our bodies to His will.  The joy of the Lord is our strength! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, prayer does change things, but praise gives us a whole other perspective. 
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My Trial

I don’t think anyone … before or since … suffered as much as our brother Job.  But while our struggles may not be as extreme as Job’s we, too, are required to go through some things that challenge our very commitment to the faith. As I draw closer to God, I am realizing that my particular walk is quite a surprise to many who know me. Some think I’m so together, yet others … well, they just think I’m crazy. Paul said this, “We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honorable, but we are despised.” 1 Corinthians 4:10. Gladly will I be called a fool, crazy or weird for all that I do that glorifies my Father in Heaven.  

Sometimes when you commit to do the things of God, people – your friends and loved ones – will not always understand.  But it is essential to their walk and their faith in God that you, when so moved by God, share your testimony.  If at all possible, share with them why you are doing what you are doing. If it had not been for God, where would we be today? Gladly and enthusiastically share the goodness of God with His people.   If God is calling you to do something people around you don’t understand, don’t worry about it.  Just know in your heart, today, that you have been called to do a great work in the Lord, and the blessings of God are sure to follow. We are not perfect, even those called by God to preach and teach His Word struggle at times.  Paul said “… we are fools for Christ sake.” Many of us are not doing what we had planned to do with our lives as young men and women, but many of us are doing what God purposed us to do from birth. 

It may seem to you that I, and many others, have it all together but you are not there in the midnight hour when we are weak and tearful, nor do you witness what it is like when we are despised and ridiculed by others for standing our ground in God. You can not see our surprise or fear when God tells us to do some specific thing that is totally against the conventional wisdom we known all our lives. You can not see the fear, doubt, hurt, and shame when we are called by God to do something that’s uncomfortable, sacrificial, and challenging. You do see, however, our trust, our faith, and our belief in Our God Most High – for it profitable that you should see these things.   James 2:14 tells us, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?”  There are times when you do need to hear of the struggle but, by and large, it is more profitable for you to hear about the faithfulness of God. You may hear of my faith, but my works in God … those things God has called me to do … is what you can see and attest to. 

I have gone through pain, anguish, and sheer disbelief at what God was calling and expecting of me. The trials were just that … tests of faith designed to get me to that place in God I had asked to be. Trials last for a season … not a season like Spring, Summer, Fall or Winter … but a length of time decreed by God.  And when the season is over we, who successfully come through our trials, are not the same. We have acquired something most valuable. Our faith has been strengthened and we are more apt to do what God has called us to do, with fewer struggles than before. And Our Father blesses us abundantly when the trials are over.  We receive strength, peace, and the gift of joy even in the midst of our trial.  Do not be afraid of what you are going through, do not question your brothers and sisters in Chris Jesus who may be doing something you don’t understand – but do pray for their continued strength for you are not privy to all they may be going through.  I know people with cancer, those who are depressed, and those lost in the world of drugs and deceit. I am related to some, friend to others and I have found it difficult to understand the ‘what’s’ and ‘why’s’ of their lives but, nevertheless, I pray that God’s will be triumphant in their lives and I pray for their strength, healing, and deliverance. 

Saints, you and I are not always going to understand the spiritual journeys of our brothers and sisters and what they have been purposed to do in God … and I don’t think we’re supposed to.  But trust the God in them. Trust in God and not in what you see or perceive.  You may think I should be doing this or that, that I should be acting a certain way, that I should not be friends with him or her.  I tell you most sincerely, I am interested in pleasing that of God in me – not you. You, my friend, have not heaven or hell to put me in, so your opinions and suggestions are just that … your opinions and your suggestions.  What you can do is pray for me in the name of our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus, for there is no other name that can help, save, deliver, keep, protect, provide, and love me. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, God wants to know … are you equipped? 

November 22, 2007

My Armor

The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11. We are to put on the whole armor of God but exactly how do we do this and what does it all mean?

I awoke yesterday morning with this scripture in my heart. I’ve been going through some things over the past couple of mouths and God wanted me to know that I had to walk, sleep, and live my armor. The warriors of old would put their armor on before a battle, but they didn’t always have it on.  Many Roman soldiers, however, wore their breastplates all the time, and only put on the rest of their armor before the battle. The armor God commands us to put on and not take off can be found in Ephesians 6:13-18 We are to “have our loins girt about with truth, put on the breastplate of righteousness; your feet should be shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; you should take unto you the shield of faith, so that you may be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Put on the helmet of salvation, and take in your hand the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 

What does armor, in this instance, mean and why is it important?.  First, what is armor? Armor is a covering that is worn as a defense … it covers and equips. Christian armor, like old-fashioned armor, serves two purposes:  it covers and equips providing us with protection, provision, and empowerment. First and foremost we are to have our “loins girt about with truth.” What is truth?  The only authentic truth is found in God.  God is truth.  If we are seeking truth, we must seek God. The truth of our faith is found in God and the only way we are able to girt ourselves in truth is for us to commit to, believe in, and have faith in the truth of God.  What does it mean to “gird our loins?”  Simply put, we are to completely wrap ourselves in the truth and Word of God Almighty.

As a believer, you must be grounded in your faith. Only you can defend what you believe, express what you believe and relate that belief to others in a meaningful way. In our modern world we have “watered down” truth so that what the world claims as truth often only applies to what satisfies and agrees with our own selfish desires. The Truth of God is what we stand on, move out in, and what is able to keep us in the midst of trials and tribulations. The truth of God is that He is God and there is none else. God has created all things, He is Lord.  God breathed through chosen men to write down His blessed Words so that we may know Him. 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness…” The word inspiration in this verse more accurately translates to “God breathed.”  The Word of God is the only truth that matters. Many people have difficulties with this statement for they believe there are other truths, but if God said I am the only true God there are no other gods before me neither will there be any after me then whose truth is authentic?  So gird your lions with truth … God’s truth!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, God wants to know … are you equipped? 

My Armor - Part 2




November 26th, 2007
The Word of God says, “Put on the whole amour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11. We are to put on the whole armor of God but how exactly do we do this and what does it all mean? We looked at girding ourselves with truth yesterday; today we are going to delve into the next piece of armor and that is, the breastplate of righteousness. 

What is a breastplate? A breastplate is a piece of plate armor that partially or completely covers the torso. We are to put on the breastplate of righteousness. The breastplate covers our most of our vital organs, in particular the heart.  Past generations looked at the heart as being the center of our emotions – love, hate, fear, excitement, and peace; all these things were believed to derive from the heart. When we receive the gift of salvation by accepting Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the Word tells us, “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in him, and he in God.” 1 John 4:15. We know that the Word tells us, “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:10. You and I believe unto righteousness.  Our belief penetrates the righteousness of God thus making us righteous. In Christ dwells all righteousness.  Jesus Christ died for our sins and when we accept Him, we are not only given the gift of salvation but we are covered in the righteousness of God. We were once lost but now are found once God called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. The righteousness of God is our seal and fortifier. 

The enemy uses every means necessary to get to us, and one of the vital areas he attacks is our emotions. Saints, it is imperative for us to guard our emotions by allowing the Spirit of God to lead and guide. We can not afford to rely on how we feel, for our feelings are flighty and will take off in unknown directions if we’re not careful. How many times has the enemy come against you, using your emotions to make you feel unwanted, unloved, under appreciated, and un-valuable? The enemy will bring feelings of depression, doubt, shame, defeat, and most certainly fear.  He plays with your emotions as if he owned them. But if God is dwelling in your heart, His grace, mercy, power, are all residing in you.  You must not lean on your understanding but, instead, acknowledge the power of God within you to put your emotions under His subjection when they try to rise up against what you know is true of God. The Word tells us, “… greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4.  God guards your heart, but you must commit to only allowing the things of God to enter in. 

Saints, you and I have been cleansed of all our sins. We are not to live a life that is not identifiable with our belief in God. The righteousness of God is pure at heart. We should desire to live according to God’s truth, His statues and commandments. We must honor God in our work, our home, and in our ministries. The breastplate of righteousness is already in us, we need only put it on and keep it on. You have been cleaned, delivered, set free to live a life pleasing to God according to what you accept and what you discard. You are not righteous on your own; you can only be made righteous through God.  This is the reason you must put on the breastplate of righteousness and stand on the truth that God has made you righteous. You can withstand the fiery darts of the enemy because you wear the breastplate of righteousness and are made whole in God. Remember as you decrease, God is increasing within you. You have been made righteous because Christ died for your sins and you should not allow the enemy to tell you differently. The Word of God says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  2 Corinthians 5:21. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  God wants to know, are you equipped? 

My Armor - Part 3



November 27th, 2008
The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11. For two days now we’ve looked into what that means and just how we’re supposed to do that.  We’ve looked at “girding ourselves with truth” and “putting on the breastplate of righteousness.”  Today we are going to talk about the next piece of armor … that is, “your feet shod (an external covering) with the preparation of the gospel of peace.”  Ephesians 6:15 

Your feet must be shod, that is, covered with the expectation to do the will of the Lord, that is, to go out and preach the gospel of peace. Are we ready to go out and take the Word of God to every man, woman, and child?  Just how exactly do we prepare for such an assignment?  First and foremost, we must be grounded in the Word of the Lord and allow the Spirit of the Lord to lead and guide us.  Secondly, we need to recognize that not everyone is going to go out into the world to spread the gospel.  That kind of evangelizing will not be the specific call for everyone. But, all of us are commissioned to share the gospel, to one degree or another, if only in our own locale.  You and I must not be ashamed of what God has done in our lives, and we will never know the impact of our witness on another’s life until we open our mouth and share what God has done for us and who God is in our life.

Jesus said, “… the gospel must first be published among all nations.” Mark 13:10. The gospel will be preached among all nations before His second coming.  We have much work to do, but are our feet shod … that is, prepared … to go out and spread the light of Christ?   Quite often the course we’ve set for our lives is in complete opposition to what which the Lord has planned for us.  We have our own agendas and, many times, the plan of God does not appeal to us at all.

If we say we are going to “wear the armor,” we need to wear “the whole armor” so that we may be able to stand and stand firmly.  We can’t just stand idly by, we must stand  with courage, confidence, faith, and the belief that “… greater is He that is in [me than] he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4   If you put on the whole armor of God, you will be able to not only stand against the fiery darts of the enemy but you will also be able to speak with authority, and move out in faith.   With “the whole armor” you will, as the Word of God tells us, possess the kind of faith that may move mountains, “… If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20. 

All of us have mountains in our lives that need to be moved. These mountains may represent relationships that need to be severed; financial obligations which are smothering you; wayward children; mental issues; physical, emotional and/or spiritual hurts and pains, and countless others.  Your mountain may not be my mountain nor mine a mountain for you, but we are to share our mountains … better known as trials and tribulations … so that they may be a testament for others. All can be faced and conquered through Christ by our faith.  All of this begins with those who are in Christ when they take the message of peace – found in God and obtained by Grace through accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior – to His people. 

To take the gospel of peace to our brothers and sister who are still lost and held in darkness should be a shared desire. How can we sit idly by and watch as our youth kill one another and men and women drink themselves into an early grave?  How can we watch as countless people fall victim to drugs, abuse of all kinds, sexual immorality and other self-defeating and damaging elements? 

Saints, you may be thinking, “I won’t know what to say!” but the Word of God tells us, “… take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.” Matthew 10:19. Saints, the Spirit of the Lord will lead and guide you for the Word tells us that He never leaves nor forsakes us.  So when you need the Lord the most during your time of sharing, God will be there. The Lord just wants you to trust in Him and open up your mouth! Your feet must be shod to bring forth the gospel of peace!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  God wants to know, are you equipped? 

My Armor - Part 4




November 28th, 2007
The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11.   We’ve looked at “girding ourselves with truth;” “putting on the breastplate of righteousness;” and having our “feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.”  In this fourth part of our series, we’re going to look at the next piece of armor – the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”  Ephesians 6:16. 

Saints, are we living by faith? Can you honestly say that you are walking and living by faith and not allowing what you see, hear, and what others may do deter you from what you know is true?  The Word of God says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1.  The substance of things hoped for … our hope must be grounded in the truth of God. The Word of the Lord is the foundation of our faith. The Word of God says our brother Abraham believed God.  He had faith that God was able to perform what He stated.

To just believe the Word of God!  The inability to do just that is what hinders so many of our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus today.  We have problems believing, trusting, and having faith in anything … let alone God.  We are taught to question everything, taught to approach everyone and everything with caution, and warned not to believe anything.   What a concept!  The idea … to believe without question, to have the faith to know that it will happen, to know that it will come to pass, to know that you will be healed, to know that you will be able to overcome, to know that you can do it, and to know that there is nothing that is able to stop or hinder you for God is with you.  That is an awesome, powerful concept!  To believe God’s very Word and to not lean on your own understanding … can this be done?  An even better question is this – are you and I able to believe in such a way in today’s world?  Are we able to have the faith of Abraham in 2007?  Can you, today, believe the Word of God?  We have the Word of the Lord and that Word is truth.  We must exercise our faith so that we are totally shielded from what is sure to come. 

Saints, our faith will be tried but the Word of God says, “… that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” James 1:3.  Our faith is going to be tried but we must gird ourselves in truth.   Saints, the truth is that God is in control of all things. As you face whatever it is you are going through today, know with a certainty that God knows all about it.  Not only does He know about it, He had to give it His stamp of approval for it to even take place within your life.  Now I know you’re asking, “Why would God allow all these things to come my way … things that have brought me hurt, pain, and suffering?”  Remember, my brothers and sisters in Christ, “All things work together for [our] good ….”  If God allows these things to happen, then you and I must possess what we need to get through. We must remember God is with us at all times and has equipped us to stand in spite of what is happening around us.  Faith is something we can not leave home without. We need faith to activate the power of God in our lives.  Jesus said, “If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.” Luke 17:6.   So, does each of us possess that kind of faith, that faith to believe beyond what we see?  According to Romans 12:3 “… God hath dealt to every man a measure of faith.”  But what’s the use of having such power if we are unable to use it because we don’t know how to ‘work it’? Your faith works that power and brings into existence spiritual things that you can’t even imagine. The Word of God tells us, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” Ephesians 3:20. You can not imagine what God is able to bestow upon you if you are not operating in faith. 

So, “Yes,” the answer is “Absolutely, Yes!”  God has said so; God has given each of us a measure of faith.  We can have the faith of Abraham in 2007.  But here are some other questions we need to consider.  Can we let go of reason, logic, what we know and have come to trust in and lean only on faith? Can we stand, wielding the shield of faith and trusting that God will move according to what His Word says? 

Faith, believes beyond what it sees, feels, tastes, and imagines. With it, we stand with courage, confidence, and in true freedom because we believe the Word of God and lean not to our own understanding. Faith ignites the activation needed for us to stand firm against the wiles of the devil, to stand against those who think we are crazy and wasting our time believing in a God we can not see, touch, or feel. The ‘Shield of Faith’ is our covering, support, provision and we should not leave home without it!  

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  God wants to know, are you equipped? 

My Armor - Part 5




November 29th, 2007
The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11-16.   We’ve looked at “girding ourselves with truth;” “putting on the breastplate of righteousness;” having our “feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;” and “… taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”  Today, we’re going to take look at the next piece of armor – “… the helmet of salvation ….  Ephesians 6:17
Truly Saints, this has been a treat of the Lord. To delve into such a blessed Word is a blessing and we ought to take note of its importance to our walk, work, and calling.  A helmet is a covering used to protect the head. The ‘helmet of salvation’ is our covering in salvation.  It is a gift from God, freely given when you and I accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior, when we acknowledged that Jesus was sent by God to die for our sins that we may have everlasting life and be restored back to our Creator, Father, and God. The Word of God says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9. 

Saints, you must know that you have eternal life grounded in salvation. Salvation is the act of our being freed from the condemnation of sin.  Christ died for our sins to free us from the death which comes from sin.  Salvation gives us a right standing before God. Sin hinders our coming before God and back into fellowship with Him. Saints, only you know what you have done, and what God has brought you out of. Salvation for each of us is different in that none of us knows exactly what the other was going through and what brought us to the Throne of Grace. Your road was not traveled by me and my road was probably not on your map of life.  But, all praise be unto God, we each came to a place where we heard the gospel (good news) preached to us of Christ Jesus. We had a moment of awareness that the life we were living was not able to bring us closer to God. Something had to be done and we made a decision to accept the gospel, accept Christ Jesus as Lord, King, and God.  We knew we wanted God to save us; we accepted and confessed that we were sinners, we accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior, we believed that He is the Son of God and we welcomed Jesus into our heart.  Our road to salvation was a process, it didn’t happen the same way for everyone; the timeframe wasn’t the same for everyone.

Our salvation may not have happened the same way, but it offered the exact same thing to each of us.  Freedom from the yoke of sin, access to God through Christ Jesus, eternal life, spiritual awareness and awakening, a purpose in life, gifts we may not have known we had. Our salvation brought us closer to God and welcomed us into His family. It has provided strength to deal with the sin in our lives by helping us to not yield to it but, instead, to “… Walk in the Spirit, that we not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16. Salvation, simply put, was our deliverance from the power and effects of sin.

The helmet of salvation is the knowledge that salvation belongs to the convert, to the those of us who have renounced the sin in their lives, have chosen to walk in the Spirit and allow the Spirit of God to lead and guide us in every area of our lives. The helmet represents our Spiritual covering and cannot be taken off.  For without it, we would grieve the Holy Spirit by leaning on our own understanding and lead ourselves based on what we think is right and profitable for us. The Word of God says, “… grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30.  Saints, you are sealed unto the day of redemption; until Christ comes back for us and we are redeemed in Him. You and I must put on the helmet of Salvation so that we will not forget salvation belongs to us “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:9. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  God wants to know, are you equipped? 

November 30, 2007

My Armor - Part 6

The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11-16.   We’ve looked at “girding ourselves with truth;” “putting on the breastplate of righteousness;” having our “feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;” and “… taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked;” and “…the helmet of salvation.”  Today, we’re going to take look at the last piece of armor – “… The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God …” Ephesians 6:17
This last piece of armor, “… The Sword of the Spirit…” is the foundation of every other piece of armor and strengthens us.  If the Word of God does not abide within you, your armor will be virtually useless. The Word of God tells us in 2 Timothy 2:15 to “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” We are commanded by God to study His Word. Why?  So that we are fully loaded with the truth that will enable us to stand against what is sure to come against us over time. 

Have you ever tried to put something together without reading the instructions? You know how it is; you look at the picture on the box and decide, “Eh! This isn’t going to be so hard!”  Now, no one really likes to read the directions that accompany our purchases.  The instructions are usually in very small print; often there are no pictures or illustrations and, on top of everything, the instructions generally turn out to be poorly written and hard to understand.  So, what we do is this … we decide to go on what we think we know.  We use our natural abilities and perceptions to construct something whose full potential is unknown to us.  We operate under the influence of what we need and want at the time.  Every now and again we’re able to ignore the instructions and be successful just using our natural abilities.  But more often than not, we are unable to successfully complete the project.  The things we believe are not going to be difficult most often turn out to cause us the most trouble.  

Saints, when you make the decision to “go with what you know” and apply it to the things of God, you will not be victorious.  That’s a guarantee!   We should always pray that we will learn from our mistakes, and one of the lessons we need to learn quick, fast and in a hurry is that … the instructions are there for a reason. They have been designed so that we can achieve optimal performance and that we may be able to enjoy the full potential of the object.  God has given us His Word, His very Word!  Jesus said, “… It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeded out of the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4.  We must consult His instructions if we intend to “put something together” for the Lord appropriately and consistently.  If we intend to live an abundant life as effectively and victoriously as possible, we must consult the instructions, that is, the Word of God.  We must allow the Word of God to take root in us that we may not sin against Him nor compromise His truth. God has given us His Word, delivered from the mouths and hands of men He chose to inspire.  The Word of God says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness…” 2 Timothy 3:16. 

Let’s pretend we’re putting together an entertainment center.  Every piece is essential but somehow we find we’ve got one or two pieces left over.  The entertainment center looks wonderful, we probably decide that extra piece or two are just that … extra.  But when we start putting your stereo equipment on the shelves, we find that the entertainment center wobbles a little and isn’t very steady. To the trained eye it looks off center … it’s not standing completely straight.  That entertainment center we’ve been wanting for such a long time, the one we were so anxious to put together that we just couldn’t  waste our time reading ‘stupid’ instructions is now rendered useless … all because of impatience, an unwillingness to receive instruction, and an insistence upon ‘taking the lazy man’s way out’ … short cuts!

Saints, God wants you to operate at your fullest capacity.  Jesus prayed to the Father that He “Sanctify [the disciples] through his truth: the [word of God] is truth.” John 17:17. Saints, the Word of God is your sword to use against all that would come against you.  It is powerful, sharp, and a discerner of the intent of the hearts. You must mediate on the Word of God continually.  Psalms 1:2 says, “But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”  If you want to operate to your fullest capacity and ability, you need to study the whole Word of God … not just when you are going through, or need some encouragement and understanding on a specific matter. You must study and meditate at all times otherwise, how will you know how to live a victorious and abundant life if you fail to consult the instructions? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
