God Bless Saints! Good Morning and remember God loves you so much!

Stop, Stand Still, and be Silent
Sometimes we need to “Stop, Stand still, and be Silent.” Saints, how can we hear from the Lord if we are constantly on the move? How can we see the salvation of the Lord or heed the direction of His lead when we won’t stand still? How can we hear instruction when we are continually talking? 
It can get scary sometimes and it can be difficult, but God is able.  We have God’s assurance that He is Elohim, “God all powerful and full of might.”  It is a blessing to know the names of the Lord. To get an understanding of the meaning behind each of them, our brother and father Abraham had an understanding when God showed him that He could provide in the midst of nothing. The Word of God tells us that Abraham called the name of the place he had been when God provided, Jehovah-Jireh, “God our provider.” Genesis 22:14.  God can and does provide even when, with our natural eyes, we can not see how it is possible.  It may look as though there is nothing available to work with but, Saints, God is able!  The earth is His and the fullness thereof; everything belongs to God and so everything is at His disposal. 
Can you believe God today?  Can you stop trying to do it yourself?  Stop trying to figure out what only God is able to work out.  Stop fretting and wavering when things seem as if they are not going to go your way, and for the sake of Almighty God stop being afraid for the Word of God says, “God has not given us the spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  God has not given us the “spirit of fear.” Now that doesn’t mean we’re not going to be fearful, but it does mean that we don’t have to be bound by fear. The enemy will use what he can use, and what he is allowed to use by God, against us but remember something … the Word of God tells us that “no weapon that is formed against us shall be able to prosper.” Isaiah 54:17. There is nothing that can keep us from the blessings, protection, love, and provision of the Lord. We just have to get an understanding of that truth and begin to apply it to our lives! How awesome is the truth of God?
Saints, be still … God tells us to “be still and know that I am God.” Psalms 46:10. Saints, be still and know.  We must know that God is who He says He is and that His Word is true.  If you are not well-grounded and know who God is, and if you’re not standing still in the truth of God’s Word, then how are you one going to stand firm in the midst of the storm, and how will you be able to effectively spread the gospel of Christ Jesus? If you are not sure that God is able then you will not be an effective witness for Christ. 
Silence is confidence that God is able to do all He has promised in your life. It is an outward and inward testimony of what you believe to be true. You and I do not have to shout, become belligerent, or battle … the battle belongs to the Lord.  Today, right now, God is asking you and me to stand firmly in the midst of adversity and trouble and believe that “… there is nothing too hard for the Lord.”  Jeremiah 32:17 Your silence is not a form of defeat, remember that Jesus remained silent before Pilate not because He was afraid or didn’t know what to say, but He was grounded, confident, and secure in what God had willed for Him to do. He knew that His Father, our Father, has all power for He said to Pilate, “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above …” John 19:11. God has the power not man. God will set up man for His purpose so that His children are blessed. 
Saints, stop, be still, and remain silent. God has a plan for your life.  Know that it is not to destroy you but, rather, to exalt you so that you are able to do what God has purposed. God loves and cares for you, and there is nothing and no one able to keep the love of God from you.  His love is unconditional, formed and established from the beginning … founded and accessible through our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless Saints! God is watching over you continually, be encouraged!

Watch

To watch is to be attentive and careful, it’s to keep vigil and contemplate, and it’s to be cautious.  We are instructed by the Lord to “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation; the spirit is indeed willing but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41. What awesome instruction from our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Saints, we are to watch and “Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. We need to do this because our adversary, the devil, is like a “roaring lion, walking about, seeking whom he may devour.”  1 Peter 5:8.  Saints, our instruction is to watch.  Sometimes we go through a day with things coming at us from all directions. We get all caught up in the day’s trial and totally forget ... the case has already been won.  Jesus said, “… In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.  Did you know that when you read the Word of the Lord and see a conjunction such as, ‘but’ that you are to not worry about what came before the ‘but’?  However, you must apply what is after the ‘but’?  Notice what came after the ‘but’ in John 16:33 … “Be of good cheer …” because, Saints, that which will happen has nothing to do with the truth of who is able to keep, provide and protect you.  What came before, that is the ‘tribulation’, doesn’t matter.  It is a certainty that each of us will have tribulation in our lives but … there goes that conjunction again … we, as believers, Saints of God, and Christians are to be confident in what we will assuredly see after the conjunction and not before. 

Jesus said, “I have overcome the world.” Our Lord and Savior has overcome this world!  Think about it … that’s awesome!   Yet we allow this world in which we live, but are not to be a part of, to buffet, discourage, and disillusion us time and time again. If Christ has overcome this world, this world that He walked for 33 years, so must we! We have the power because God has given us power, love and a sound mind. We have the authority because Christ’s crucifixion, death, and resurrection have given us the authority to call that which is not there as though it was right before our eyes!  Our faith convinces us  that God is who He said He is; our faith convinces us that he can and will do what He has promised; and our faith convinces us that He will bring to pass all that is He has willed and purposed for our lives. Saints, we have the Holy Spirit, the Comforter sent to us by our Lord, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is our advocate, always beside us as we bear witness of Christ, as we live in a world as ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit, like Jesus, was sent to us by the Lord God Jehovah!  God knew that we would need assistance on this earth to accomplish all He has set before us, and He supplied what we needed just like the Word of God says, “God shall supply all our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. 

The command we have is to watch and pray so we don’t get caught up in despair and discouragement and become disillusioned.  Saints, we must use discernment and adhere to the Spirit of the Lord for the Word of God says, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30.  Saints, the Holy Spirit leads and guides us each day. We are not to upset the Holy Spirit by trying to do things our way. We continually get caught up in things that do not matter! So she does not like you, so he did you wrong, so-what that your so-called friends plotted against you, so what if your boss is out to ‘get you’   So your family isn’t the greatest, they’re dysfunctional and sometimes troubling to you … it’s okay!  What does matter?  I’ll tell you what matters … our faith matters; our belief that God is able to do the extraordinary matters.  And, our certain knowledge that He loves us and will provide, protect and keep us always matters. There is nothing too hard for God and there is no one greater than Our Father.  Don’t’ be fearful, trust that God has a plan and that plan is for your promotion and the devil’s demotion! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com

Good Morning Saints! God is Lord and you will survive.

It Is All My Fault

Some of us can attest to the blessings of the Lord and how He delivered us from drugs, alcohol abuse, fornication, and other self-destructive behaviors. We can stand and shout about His goodness and faithfulness and how He brought us through. The life we led in the world is in stark contrast to the life we lead now. But what about the mistakes, the pain we caused, what about the people we hurt? Are we supposed to carry that burden for the rest of our lives? 

I’ve met many people who can attest to the awesomeness of God but, in the same breath, they blame themselves for the things they did to others. I believe the Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1. We are not to condemn ourselves.  We are now in Christ Jesus, not walking after the flesh but the Spirit. Saints, for far too long the entrapment of blame and the belief that it was “all my fault” has caused many to doubt, become fearful, and make decisions and choices that have been detrimental to their spiritual, mental, and emotional health. The mindset that it is “my fault” is a very effective tool of the enemy to keep us bound. It hinders our ability to move forward in God because we are unable to forgive ourselves and understand that many things are just out of our control.  Saints, you do not have the power to control all things. You are not expected to do anything on your own for the Word of God says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13. It is the Lord who gives you the strength to do what He has placed in your life. 

I hear men blaming themselves for failed relationships, women blaming themselves for falling into abusive relationships. Stop the cycle of blame and begin to walk in your healing!  Yes, things have happened and you feel bad about them, but you’re not supposed to carry that burden for the rest of your life. The ability to take what you have done and move forward in God so that you may be able to turn around and be a blessing should be your focus. It is the key to deliverance and peace. Yes, you made mistakes … we all make mistakes, but we’ve got to move on.  Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.” Matthew 9:37. Therefore, we should not belabor the question of who is at fault.  We should, instead, be laboring for the lost soul. 

So why do we continue to believe, “It’s all my fault?” Here it is, Saints, the answer to that question is ‘control’.  Yes, that’s right … that feeling or need we’ve all experienced that says we should be in control and be perfect. We are not perfect and the Word reminds us, “... for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. We are creatures of habit.  Before we came to Christ, we thought we were in control of our lives.  Our lives do not belong to us.  The truth is, we were actually dead in our sins and only received life … true life … once we accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The Word of God says, “therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. The life we now live, we live through Christ who loved us and sacrificed Himself for us. 

I encourage you, today, to stop thinking and believing that, “It is all my fault!”  Instead, I want you to begin to believe that God loves you and that you have been chosen and adopted into an awesome family.  It is not your fault, but it is your duty as a believer and child of God to do what God has called you to do and to remain true to the very Word of God.

If other folk don’t understand that you are now committed to the things of God and are now walking according to His Word, just smile and keep on going.  If they call you cold and heartless … smile, but keep on going. You have just learned something about the world.  Other folk can’t receive “… the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto [them]: neither can he know them, because [the things of God] are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder
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Good Morning, Saints! God is in control, the enemy is a liar, and you are victorious!
Record

Do we record the mistakes, the mishaps, the misunderstandings or the failures? Are we supposed to outline all our troubles, and how we did not always trust and lean on the Lord for direction? Saints, are we supposed to tell it all? 

Quite often, the Word of God records the victories in God and the ability of someone to stand firm in the midst of trouble. We can also name a few of our brothers and sisters who struggled along the way or experienced great challenges. David is a prime example of someone whose recorded sins cost him greatly. He was a murderer and an adulterer just to name a couple of his faults. These things were, of course, recorded but what we’ve read, know and can quote is that David was “… a man after God’s own heart …” Acts 13:22. We can quote this scripture because it speaks to God’s love, faithfulness, and mercy. 

God is merciful and while you may still be suffering some of the effects from those things you’ve done in your past, you need to know that you are still God’s child, His chosen, and His beloved. Sometimes we have to give an account of those situations God brought us out of and those times He healed us.   But it’s not always necessary to go down that path. We are not to get caught up in condemning ourselves or others for things that were done or not done. What is the essential thing, what moves us to the very throne of God? Is it our sin, or how God used us in spite of our sins? 

We must have faith that God is able to keep and carry us. We are walking, talking witnesses of the grace and power of God at work in our lives. What can we say … “If God be for us, who can be against?” Romans 8:31. The Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus …” Romans 8:1.  Are you in Christ Jesus today?  Quite often we fail to realize that God has done something awesome in our lives. We’re not the same people we were before we came to the Lord. We’ve been changed by the experiences we’ve had in the Lord. To be in the presence of the Lord is to have the confidence to do things we would not normally do and to go places we would not have dared go in the past. 

David was annointed by the Lord to be king. God is omnipotent, He knows all things.  He knew the sins David was going to commit before he committed them.  But, Saints, was David still able to be used by the Lord? Was the Lord with him through it all? Did David suffer due to the sins he committed? Read 2 Samuel beginning with Chapter 11 and you will see how David suffered or, if you will, “reaped what he had sown.”  The Word tells us the Lord will never leave nor forsake us, so David was never alone – even in his sin. We also know through the Word of God that God uses whom He chooses and it has nothing to do with what we may have done, said, or how we may have missed the mark time and time again. God loves us with an unconditional love. Now, that is not to say that we do not grieve the Lord or that He doesn’t hate the sin we may be in or have done. God hates the sin, but loves the sinner.  “God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” Romans 8:3. We are His children, His chosen. 

The record is this … yes, we have done some unspeakable things but they are not unpardonable. The Word of the Lord says, “Blessed [are we] whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Psalm 32:1. Saints, your sins are forgiven and have been covered by the blood of Christ Jesus!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God can do it … it has already been proven! 

My Healing

The Word of the Lord says, “See now I, even I, am he and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.” Deuteronomy 32:39. God is your healer! What an awesome God we serve!

Saints, so many of us are in need of healing. Whether it’s physical, emotional or spiritual healing is something we sorely stand in need of today. The question is do you want healing?  I want to focus on the need for psychological healing … healing of the damage stemming from emotional trauma. I know God wants to help us with this need that’s so prevalent in today’s society. I know of quite a few people who’ve been psychologically damaged because of what they’ve experienced in their lives.  Many times, the psychological damage stems from negative childhood experiences.  Quite often, the issues of childhood are not correctly or fully dealt with and the damage worsens over the years following the individual into adulthood.  What happens when people do not receive the emotional and/or spiritual healing needed?  They tend to fall into relationships they’re not ready for and, often times are just not good for them.  Along the way these people often make poor choices in an effort to hide the damage created by the injuries of the past.  But the only thing they really manage to do is dig a deeper hole of regret, frustration, bitterness and anger.  Jesus came to heal the broken-hearted; the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him to do just that.  Luke 4:18.

When approached by two blind men asking to be healed, Jesus asked them, “Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto Him, Yea, Lord.” Matthew 9:28.  Saints, they sought Jesus for they knew He was able to heal them.  How was it that the blind men were healed not only physically but emotionally and psychologically as well?  Their faith, Saints, that is the answer.  We, too, must have faith in order to be healed.  When you get down on your knees know that God is going to meet you there and heal you on the spot. The rest is about your walking in the healing. We must believe that God can heal us and we must want to be healed. Sad to say, but many of us are so engrossed in our pain that we can’t see the healing due to the hole we’ve dug.

Somebody, today, needs to seek the Lord.  Someone needs to get down on their knees and let out the cry they have held in for much too long.  

So many of us are walking around unhealed because we are blind to what God desires to do in our lives. We can’t see clearly because we’re so used to seeing what is wrong and believing that nothing will be able to set us free. We claim to trust God.  We say we are ready to follow Him.  We say we believe He will heal us.  But, unfortunately, our actions tell another story.  Our actions prove they are just empty words with no substance. What we prove is that we are unable to move out of the unhealthy comfort zones we’ve created for ourselves.  We chase away those who love and care for us. We fight against truth and reason because all we can see is the pain and the mistakes we’ve made. We allow the enemy to use the stronghold of defeat against us while we fight a battle that has already been won. If the Apostles had concentrated on their faults, limitations and the many mistakes they made, the Book of Acts probably wouldn’t exist. Saints, Peter was hurt because of the choice he made to leave Jesus’ side, after he had sworn to never leave Him. Peter’s words were, “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.” Matthew 26:33. 

Saints, we all make mistakes.  Sometimes those mistakes cost us dearly, but we shouldn’t get caught up in them. The Word of God promises healing for His people.  So, the question is not “can we be healed;” the real question is, “do we have enough faith to believe that we can be healed?”  We are so used to having the ‘bitter taste in our mouths’ that develops through our negative experiences and poor choices, that it becomes a part of our personality!  We truly need healing, but all we have is the bitterness. Some of us need a healing of the soul. The Word of God says, “Lord, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee.” Psalms 41:4.

Saints, I feel in my spirit that some of you are tired of helping those you know are in need of divine healing. While God does not want us to become fools for others, we are to pray and stand firmly in the gap for our brothers and sisters who are in need of God’s healing. Please don’t give up on them; instead, take it to the throne … for there you will find your strength and the help you need to do what God has called you to do.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus
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Good Morning Saints! God is so good; believe God today for what He is able to do in your life. 

Time

Saints, I was experiencing a period of struggle and challenge. At that particular time, I felt like I should give up, turn around and run just as fast as I could.  It was painful and lonely … I found it difficult to breathe. But, Saints, in retrospect, I realized it was a time of new-birth and elevation. In Philippians 3:13, Paul encouraged us to “[forget] those things which are behind, and [to] reach forth unto those things which are before.” 

It’s not about where you were ... that time period is over!  It’s about where you’re going and what the passing of time has produced in your life.  We sometimes experience certain periods of our lives as a time of difficulty and all we can do is just hold on; we have difficulty in breathing; difficulty in singing a Psalm of praise; or difficulty in recalling a particular scripture that would be helpful. Saints, today I want to encourage you. Even though you may feel as if this period of time and its difficulties have the power to take over all that you are, if you will just open yourself to the power of the Spirit, you will find that the Lord, Our God, has chosen this particular period of time and these particular difficulties to be representative of a time of spiritual growth.

In order for us to move closer to God, challenge and development must accompany the spiritual growth.  Sometimes growth and spiritual and/or emotional development are accompanied by pain and suffering.  But, Saints, with your cooperation, through the power of the Holy Spirit, you will grow and you will soon find the difficult times are over.  Don’t forget what Paul said, “… [forget] those things that are behind….”  The difficult time period has passed.  Now you must lift your eyes and look to the hills which represent God Himself.  Paul did not look at himself as understanding or capturing anything on his own.  His desire, his aspiration was to forget what was behind. 

Jesus experienced this same time period of pain, frustration, and spiritual heaviness but He said, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Matthew 26:39.  Jesus was in a time of struggle, but He looked to His Father just as we ought to do.  The time span for difficulties is for a limited time, but it can feel like eternity. Jesus turned to strength … to the one who is able to keep, protect, and encourage our hearts. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1. Your help in the time … that period of difficulty you are going through … is found in Christ! Call on the Name of Jesus … the Name of the Lord is your rope with which to climb out of the heavy time period you may find yourself in today. You may be feeling tired, frustrated, and heavy, but the very Name of Jesus is able for the Word of God says, “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.” Philippians 2:10. Saints, the time period will pass and, when it does, it will never return for you have just taken another step in God; just climbed over another hill; and just waged another spiritual battle on the inside so that you may receive from the Lord. 

I don’t know what you’re experiencing right now or what the enemy has worked into your life.  But I can tell you that God will work it out for your good. It may seem unbelievably heavy today, but God is carrying the weight. It may be lonely and hurtful right now, but God is the God of all comfort. You may want to give up for the flesh is rising up against you, but God is able to keep you for the Word of God says, “… for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12. Saints, you can make the same proclamation today.  You can make the same commitment and know that God is able to keep what you have committed unto him.  I am a witness that you will be able to stand and to keep moving on for the Word of God says, “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31.
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Good Morning, Saints! God is our Father, Lord, and King. 

Let Truth Be Told

I was reading the Word of God the other night and I instantly thought about how, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, we have compromised the very Word of God. The Word of God speaks against many things, but we have added man-made laws to govern our selfish goals. Saints, the Word of God is true, it is sharper than any two-edge sword.  The Word tells us, “… If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:” Revelations 22:18. 

Are we guilty of adding to the Word of God to suit our own selfish desires? Are we guilty of misleading our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus so that we can receive the glory of men?  In the 6th Chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells us of many instances in which we ought not to do to draw attention to ourselves. In doing so, we receive our reward from men, but not of God. When I think about some televangelists and how some teach half truths about the Word of God, I am sickened. We taint the Word because of our own fears, doubts, and shameful acts.

The Word of God tells of a prophet of the Lord named Balaam who went to the Lord on behalf of King Balak of Moab.  King Balak wanted to destroy the Children of Israel and wanted Balaam to curse the people of Israel ... God’s chosen people!  Balaam went to the Lord and beseeched the Lord, asking what he should do. The Lord said to him, “… Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed.” Numbers 22:12.   Saints, we are blessed by God; we are His children, His chosen people. No weapon formed against us shall prosper!

Now God’s command to Balaam in verse 12 should have ended any further conversation or plea on behalf Balak.  But because of his desire for selfish gain, Balaam decided to go before the Lord again to see if He would tell him something more. Remember now, Balaam had been given specific instructions by the Lord … “don’t go with them and don’t curse the people” … but his greed was great.  However, he wasn’t a complete idiot, he told the messengers of Balak “… [Even] if Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more.”  Numbers 12:18.   While he affirmed his dedication to the very Word of God, still he was audacious enough to go before God again even though God had already given His answer. We, too, know the truth of the Word of God, but when we have our own agendas, we are more than willing to pollute His Words to try and make them mesh with our desires.  The Word of God had not changed for Balaam and, even after all these many years, it still has not changed but to please others or to satisfy our own selfish needs we, too, will attempt to alter the Word of God. 

Balak made promises to Balaam to promote him, give him riches if he would go back to the Lord and beseech him to curse the Children of Israel. Saints, the Word of the Lord does not change. Just because you do not like the answer you get directly from the Lord or from someone sent by the Lord, does not mean it will change because of your empty promises to do this or that. The Word of God says, “… My word shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”  Isaiah 55:11.  How often have we listened to the promises of man and given in to the temptation to go against the Word of the Lord by misconstruing His Words in order to mislead and misguide others for personal gain?

Balaam decided to go against God and do what Balak, King of Moab, wanted him to do.  He rose up to go ahead and curse the people of Israel.  But God sent an angel armed with a drawn sword to block his way. Now, Saints, if you read this story … and I encourage you to do so … you will see that the Lord showed Balaam that He was God and there was none else. God opened the eyes of Balaam who thought he could go against God and do what a man wanted him to do. Please know this, today, you can not continue to do what you please when it is against the very Word of God and not expect the hand of God to move against you. 

Many are being led astray by the preaching and teaching they hear on T.V.  Still others have given up hope because what has been taught to them has nothing to do with God and His Word.  I encourage each of you to listen carefully to what is said and, if the Word of God is not being taught in its entirety, please feel free to change the station.
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Good Morning Saints! God is our Father, Lord, and King. 

Consecrate Me Lord

To consecrate is to declare something or someone sacred, to separate, to devote or dedicate. Saints, God wants to separate us from what we have become accustomed through a purging process of His design. When we get saved … that is, accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior … our eyes are instantly opened and everything becomes new. Sin no longer has dominion and control over us for we now have an advocate – Jesus Christ – and we have the Holy Spirit of the Lord to help lead and guide us. We are set apart.  But how do we separate ourselves from what we have been doing all of our lives? The Word of God tells us, “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:17.

Saints, we are called to separate ourselves from our fleshly desires, to put an end to what our flesh is determined to continue to do and how it wants to continue to behave. God spoke this word to me, “Consecrate.”  I was instantly pierced, because I thought I was consecrating myself and living a life that was holy to the Lord.  Saints, it is in our thoughts today ... what we allow to enter into our minds and hearts. It’s in those things no one can see or understand, but we know. We know those things that have held us captive in our very minds. Only God can give us the strength to be consecrated, for it is only through the Lord that we are consecrated. We must be consecrated by God into holiness. Our very thoughts must be purged, every imagination cast down on a daily basis in order for us to be in a position to do what God has called us to do. The Word of God says, “… Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16.  We are called to be holy and only by consecration … being set apart … are we able to live and walk a holy life.  In all manner of conversation, we must be holy. Saints, we are to gird up the ‘loins of our mind’.  We must be sober, and “… hope [to the end] for the grace that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:13. 

Too many of us are living unfruitful, unproductive lives in the Lord. We claim to know God and to be his servants, but we are walking around angry, defeated, and frustrated. There must be something identifiable which speaks to our commitment to follow the ways of the Lord. Saints, we must be consecrated to the Lord and to the things of God.   But how do we even begin to be separated?  

We need to understand who we are and what God has called us to do. We are children of the Most High. The Word of God says, “Know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him.” Psalms 4:3. We have been set apart for God Himself.  God has called us unto Himself and since the Lord, Our Father, is holy so we must be holy. We can live a holy life, a consecrated life because we are not doing it ourselves. We do not have to exert any energy except have faith that God is able to keep and consecrate us. I encourage you, today, to take note of your thoughts, imaginations, and those whom you have allowed into your life.  Saints, be holy, stand to be consecrated by the Lord … for God your father is holy.

God desires to do a new thing in you!
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Good Morning, Saints! God is so awesome … believe that He is able!

Intercession or Obsession

I intercede on behalf of many of my brothers and sisters. All of us will usually intercede, yearn and cry unto the Lord on behalf of those we are most intimate with … parents, siblings, spouses, children, good friends. We desperately want to see those we love healed, set-free and delivered.   Personally, I would also love to see them experience the peace, joy, and power of God in their lives. We pray and intercede on behalf of many, and there is nothing wrong with doing that.  Jesus, Himself, always intercedes on our behalf.  See Romans 8:34. Timothy instructed us to “… exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men.” 1 Timothy 2:1. So yes, we ought to intercede for our brothers and sisters when led and prompted by the Lord to do so. 

Saints, when does our intercession become an obsession? Many of us have friends and family for whom we care dearly and deeply. We go the extra mile for them, ministering and laboring before the Lord on their behalf continuously. We hurt for them, cry for them, and even take on their pain and issues.  But just how far are we to go?  How much should we do? When is enough, enough? 

We are all children of the most high God and, through Him, we know right from wrong. When our brothers and sisters, who also know the Lord, begin to behave in a manner that is contrary to the very Word of God, are we to continue to intercede for them?  James 5:16 instructs us to pray one for another that we may be healed.  Further, he tells us that “… the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much.” Saints, there is our answer.   We are instructed by God to pray and intercede for one another.  Our prayers are able to move the hand of God upon the lives of those in need.  We are to pray but, Saints, we are not to try to stand between our loved one and what God desires to do in his or her life.  We also need to remember, understand and accept that some of the things we endure are a direct result of the choices we’ve made that are contrary to truth and the ways of God. 

We need to stop getting all caught up in people … especially our family members and friends … and what they’re doing and not doing. We can’t change them, only God is able to do such an awesome thing.  We can and should pray for those whom we love, but we are not to become obsessed with their actions and expect God to move instantly in the manner we think is best. Most times God is doing something in their lives and your loving prayers are enough.  How many of us have prayed and worried and felt anxious about what will or won’t happen to the object of our prayers?  We want to make sure that God will protect those whom we love.  But we don’t take note of their contrary behavior or what they’re failing to do. You may know someone in your family who is struggling today. They’re constantly besieged by one problem or another … it’s like they have a ‘black cloud hanging over their head’.  You pray and beg the Lord to move on their behalf. They, of course, are still going along and doing things that are not aligned with the Word of God.  But you keep on praying and begging, sincerely believing that if you pray long enough or loud enough you can somehow make God do something against who He is. 

We get caught up in the belief that we can help those we love, that somehow we are their savior. The Word of God says, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy …” Jude 1:24.  We want to see that person healed so badly that we jeopardize what we know is true for what we want. Our flesh can get puffed up and have us believing a lie. We can do nothing but what we are called by God to do and that is … pray. Pray that God will move and do what He is able to do. God is able, but the enemy wants us to believe that we are just as able. That is a lie from the pit and we need to cast it down in the name of Christ Jesus. Saints, prayer changes things … not you. The Word of God reminds us, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5. Saints, you can not be anyone’s ‘savior’, that position is held by Jesus alone. All you can do is pray.  Your prayer is the power needed to bring about the change that God, and God alone, can make in a person’s life. 
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Good Morning Saints! Elohim, a name for God which denotes His strength and might! Our God, the strong and mighty one!

Face-Off

Many of you have read the prayer Daniel prayed to the Lord in Daniel Chapter 10. Gabriel, an angel of the Lord was sent forth from heaven with the answer to Daniel’s prayer, but was hindered by satan. Daniel, thinking God must not have heard him, continued to pray and fast for three weeks. The angel of the Lord said, “… from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.” Daniel 10:12. Daniel was not aware of the battle being waged in the heavens on his behalf. The angel of the Lord said, “The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.” Daniel 10:13.  Saints, God does hear our prayers!

What is going on in the spirit realm? Should we be concerned at all? If you have faith, faith enough to believe that God is Lord and is able to care for you, provide, keep, and protect you, then there is no need to fret, worry, or become fearful. Saints, your faith empowers those who have been sent forth to battle on your behalf. We have ministering angels.  The Word of God says, “Are not the angels all ministering spirits (servants) sent out in the service [of God for the assistance] of those who are to inherit salvation?” Hebrews 1:14 Amplified. Saints, what we have on the inside is greater than what is on the outside. 

When Elisha’s servant saw all the men surrounding the city walls, he began to worry and fret.  Elisha had faith and believed that the God He served was able, and he said to his servant, “Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 2 Kings 6:16. Saints, those in heaven who wage war on your behalf are more than those coming against you. You must believe today that you are not standing alone. Whether you are surrounded by physical or spiritual enemies, know that you are not alone. You are being watched to see what you are going to do in the midst of what seems to be challenging, fearful and just too much to bear. Will you remember that God is with you? Will you remember that no weapon that is formed against you will prosper? Will you remember that nothing is able to separate you from the love of God and that nothing, my sisters and brothers, is ever going to be strong enough, heavy enough or bad enough that God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth and all that is within can not handle. God is able! 

When you awake in the morning the enemy is there.  When you close your eyes the enemy is there.  When you begin to pray he is there and when you are in church he is there! But God, the author and finisher of our faith, He too is there with power and might … will you have faith? Will you believe and be comforted that God is able to do the unspeakable, the unbelievable, and the impossible? Will you stand firm as the Word of God instructs?  Elisha told his servant to fret not.  Saints, we are not to be dismayed or anxious – God will do what He has promised.  Even though you can not see what is standing with you, does that mean it isn’t there? We can not see the rain coming, but we have signs to warn us of the impending down pour. We have the Word of God to let us know what is coming, how to handle it, and how we are supposed to stand firmly in the midst. Saints, the Word of God tell us that Elisha prayed to God and said, “LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” 2 Kings 6:17. Saints, pray that your eyes be opened.  Pray that the Lord will open your spiritual eyes to see that the power which stands for you is greater than what is coming against you. The face off, there is no real face off; everything must step off in the face of the One who is able to keep you! 
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Good Morning Saints! God is in control, the enemy is a liar, and you are victorious!
Chasten

Do you take the time to chasten yourself? To chasten is to “correct by punishment or suffering for the purposes of moral improvement.”  It can also mean to chastise, purify, restrain, and subdue. Saints, we must take the time for prayer and fasting, to seek God not only for those things we don’t understand but to pray for ourselves and intercede on behalf others.

Remember when the disciples were unable to cast a demon out of a young boy?  Jesus told them it was “… because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20. 

We must believe that what God’s Word promises He is able to bring to pass. Jesus said their unbelief was the reason they were not able to cast out the demon. Saints, we have compromised the Word of God to the point that our very belief is tainted. This is evident, through many of the circumstances in our lives that require our faith in order for situations to change.

Saints, sometimes prayer and fasting is required in order to counter the desires of our flesh and to effectively intercede on behalf of others. Remember our flesh does not want to give up those things it has become used to and enjoyed for so long. We should constantly put our flesh under the subjection of our spirit man so that we do not fall into sin. Jesus told His disciples that the exorcism they were attempting could only be accomplished by prayer and fasting. Matthew 17:21. We must learn to take the time to correct ourselves and purify ourselves as we move closer to God and, as we chastise ourselves, we must continue to do what we have been called by the Lord to do. 

How do we chasten ourselves?  The Word of God says “… the Lord corrects and disciplines everyone whom He loves, and He punishes, even scourges, every son whom He accepts and welcomes to His heart and cherishes.” Hebrews 12:6 Amplified Version. Saints, you ought to love God and yourself enough to take the time to chasten yourself in obedience to the very Word of the Lord. The Word of God says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Romans 12:1. We are instructed by the Lord to present our bodies a living sacrifice. We must set aside time for prayer and worship and we must also crucify our flesh daily by abstaining and denying our flesh.

The desires of the flesh are so strong you say.  You say you feel so defeated when you fail to deny yourself a worldly pleasure.  Sometimes it seems all so hopeless.  Thoughts and feelings of defeat and hopelessness are simply smoke screens created by the enemy.  Their purpose is to deter, distract, and discourage you from believing that God can and will do what He has promised. But the Word of God is true and the devil is a liar. Jesus said if you have faith the size of a mustard seed you shall be able. Why? Because you serve a mighty God who is able! The Spirit of the Lord dwells within in you and gives you the power to stand when you want to sit, to run when you want to walk, and to move when your only desire is to stand still.  We must chasten ourselves, bring our flesh under the subjection of God and cast down those imaginations, emotions, and feelings that interfere with what God has planned for our lives. God is good! 
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Good Morning Saints! God is awesome give Him praise for all he has done!

Voice Prominent

Saints, are you the type of person who loves to get advice? Do you feel more confident with decision making after you’ve talked to one or more people about a decision you need to make?  Perhaps there’s an issue in your life right now … first you talk to a friend, then, maybe, you talk to someone at work, then you discuss your situation with, say, someone who goes to your church.  Some people just can’t make a decision without talking to someone … preferably a couple of people.  Occasionally, they are led astray by someone they know to be “saved” because they assume that anyone who professes to “be saved” knows what they’re talking about.  That’s not necessarily so.  The Word of God says, “Let your Yes be simply Yes, and your No be simply No; anything more than that comes from the evil one.” Matthew 5:37 (Amplified Bible).  Saints, unless God has specifically led you to a particular person, you should not make any decision based on someone else’s opinion, suggestion, or personal experience.  Their experience – even in a similar situation – is not your experience, you are two different people.

Why do we have trouble believing what God says to us? Why do we insist upon putting our trust in man and fail to put total trust in God? The Word of the Lord says, “The simpleton believes every word he hears, but the prudent man looks and considers well where he is going.”  Proverbs 14:15 (Amplified Bible).  Saints, if you have been given a Word from the Lord, why are you waiting for confirmation from man? If God spoke to you and you have searched His Word (the Bible), then what other form of information or confirmation do you need? We lack confidence and faith in ourselves when we constantly seek confirmation from others before we can make a decision. God’s voice should be prominent and man’s secondary. God is Our Lord and He has our best interest at heart. He knows what we need and where we should be headed according to the purpose and plan He has for our life. The Word of God says, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28. God said, “I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11.  If God knows the thoughts He has toward us, then every decision should be sought at His holy throne. 

God’s is constantly thinking of His children.  If our thoughts were continually on God, we wouldn’t need man to help us make decisions that God, Himself, has already given us direction on. God is Lord and there is none else.  God is King and there is no other King able to stand in the midst of His presence. God is the great I Am; it is He who created us and knows us best! Let us give God the glory and the honor for what He is able to do and not get caught up in what others say about our lives.

Numbers Chapter 13 best outlines the issues of believing men with no faith and are not in relationship with God. The Lord told Moses to send men to search out the land of that He had promised the Children of Israel. Moses sent out twelve men … leaders from each of the 12 tribes.  Of the twelve, only two came back with a positive report about the Land. Now, Saints, these men were leaders … they knew the law and should have been grounded in their faith in God. As leaders there was an expectation was that they, of all people, should have trusted and believed the Word of the Lord! How many times do we seek the guidance of those who may be leaders only to have them lead us astray because of their own lack of trust, faith, and belief? Saints, sometimes when we seek the advice of man, we do not take into consideration they may have a view that is inconsistent with the Word of God, and contrary to that which God has spoken to your spirit. The two spies who came back with a positive report had a heart to do the will of the Lord.  The outward identification of that was their belief in what God had promised them as Children of Israel. They believed God and trusted that what He promised He was able to do. The other ten brought back an evil report.  They lacked the faith it took to see what God had promised and was able to do. When the voice of God is not prominent in your life, you may lack the faith and belief it takes to move out on what God has promised in your life. Because of their unbelief, the ten were able to stir up the people and caused them to fret and not have faith in the God who had brought them out of Egypt. Saints, nobody knows what God has done for you, nobody can attest to the blessings in your life that only God has provided. No one knows what only you and God know about you. Stop listening to man and begin to trust God and what He has said to you. The Word of God is true from the beginning: and every one of his righteous judgments endures for ever. Psalm 119:160.  God’s Word is the only word that is true!
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Good Morning Saints! My God is great and greatly to be praised!

Feeling Good

I woke and gave God my first fruits of the day! I praised His name, I prayed and magnified Him while I got ready to head out and start the day! It felt good, I felt good. I felt as if I could do anything, accomplish all things and go anywhere for I was grounded in the fact that God was with me and nothing was able to separate us this day. Oh, blessed and merciful Father, I am in your loving and caring arms! 

I got in the car and begin to drive to work. The radio is on my favorite station and my favorite gospel song is blasting! Oh, God! This is going to be a great day with You by my side. Nothing is going to change my attitude nor will anything or anyone deter me from trusting God today. A car just pulled in front of me almost causing me to swerve into the other lane! Thank you, Jesus for traveling mercies! Okay, never mind, to God be the glory.  I’ll just say a little prayer for him and keep getting up. I get to work and as I begin to pull into a parking spot, someone comes from the opposite end and pulls in nearly hitting my car. Okay, praise God!  It’s alright; it’s just a parking spot … nothing to get upset about.

I’m stressing a little but God is good, I just give it to Him and keep on getting up. I arrive at my desk, sit down and log onto my computer.  Twelve new emails and six different report requests ... it’s going to be a busy day!  But, no matter, God is with me so I begin to put things in order of priority and set out to do a job I know I am able to do well.  My director comes in; she looks as if she had a bad start to her day. She strolls past, doesn’t speak but asks me to do something that is needed for a 9am meeting. Okay, no stress I put everything away and begin to work on her request. Just then my co-worker comes in and I turn to greet her with a “Good morning” but, before I can get the words out of my mouth she says, “There is nothing good about this morning or about this day!”  She sits at her desk gives me a look that could kill, and acts as if the world has just waged war against her personally. I smile and say, “God Bless you!”  She ignores me, turns on her radio to one of the secular stations and turns up the volume and says something derogatory under her breath. Okay, one of those days … but I’m feeling good, nothing is going to penetrate me today. Just then my director comes back to my desk asking for the report she had just requested. I politely tell her it’s not done. She goes on to say how I’m “never on time with anything” and my performance has been “lacking.” She further tells me that I seem disengaged and that I need to “get it together.”  She reminds me that my evaluation is coming up. 

People will challenge you.  Your day can start off so positive but, if you’re not careful, it can end up so negative. Who has the control over you? Are you in control or are you allowing people to control your actions? I could have given control to my director by allowing what she said to bother me and force me to behave in ways that would have been contrary to my beliefs and my commitment to doing things God’s way. I could have gotten upset, but would I have been able to do my work effectively? I chose to give it to the Lord who woke me, blessed me, kept me on my way to work and never left my side.

I could have given control to my co-worker, who deliberately turned up her music and cursed me for no reason, but I chose to stay under control utilizing the power God had given to me. I chose to put my attitude, behavior, and actions under subjection to God’s will.  I chose to stay focused on the one person I knew loved me, cared for me, and could bring favor even in the midst of a situation that seemed hopeless. “God has not given me the spirit of fear but of power love and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  Saints, we must remember the Word of God which reminds us, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. 

See, it was not about the man who cut me off, the one who took a parking spot from me, my director coming in with an attitude, or my co-worker trying to project her issues upon me. It was, however, about my remaining still in the presence of God.  It was about my holding on to His Word and the comfort of His Spirit.  It was and is about my ability to transform my mind by mediating on the very Word of God so that can I react as Christ would react.  It’s about my ability and willingness to speak only those things that will glorify my God and allow me to remain true to my faith and commitment to do things according to the ways of God and not what man expects me to do according to worldly standards! Salvation belongs to the Lord, not man.  The Word of God says, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalms 27:1. I don’t fear you or your bark, for your bark is nothing compared to my God’s bite.  Be Strong in the Lord and in the Power of His Might!
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Good Morning Saints! God is so awesome, truly we are blessed.

The Dry Place

I called out to God, but there was no answer, I reached up and found there were no hands reaching down to meet me. I got into position to receive of Him, but still there was nothing. It was very quiet and still. “God, where are you? Have you forsaken me in my time of trouble?” The Word of God says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1.  So if the Word of God says God is present in our time of trouble, why does it sometimes feel as though He has left?

Have you ever been given a specific work to do by the Lord? Has God spoken to your heart and told you to “go, move, and change some things?” Saints, the “dry place” is a place to which we sometimes have to come because of the choices we’ve made. It can also be a place of preparation, testing, and finally promotion to what God has planned. The Word of God tells us that Moses was in a strange land, a “dry place.”   He was married, had a son, and kept the flock of Jethro, his father in law. It seems as if Moses had a pretty good life in front of him and he may have been quite content in his current state. God, however, had other plans for his life … one of purpose and destiny! He was being prepared for duty, being prepared to bring the Children of Israel out of Egypt.   Some of us, like our brother Moses, are in a “dry place” for a reason. We are being prepared, shaped, and molded for the work God has purposed us to do. Others are in a “dry place” because they have refused to do that which God has spoken to their heart. They stand still when they’re supposed to move. They sit when they’re supposed to stand at attention and they crawl when God has told them to walk.

God told Joshua, “… arise and go over …” Joshua 1:2.  What would have happened if Joshua, out of fear or sheer disobedience, had stayed where he was?  What if he had failed to take the leadership role God had purposed for him? Would the Children of Israel have been compelled to roam for another 40 years until another leader was chosen? Saints, many say that obeying the call of the Lord is too hard – too challenging.  Some believe that God’s mission for them is too much for them to carry out so they stand still when they should be moving. Are we grounded in what God is able to do, or are we controlled by the spirit of fear? Some give up just before the blessing.   Others turn and run at the first sign of opposition.

Elijah, a great man of God, successfully put down the prophets of Baal – he had an awesome victory in the Lord! The power of God was upon him and he wrought a miraculous work. 1 Kings 18 outlines the proposal to the prophets of Baal, their subsequent defeat, and the victory of Elijah, the lone prophet of the Lord.  Then, Saints, we see how Elijah … when told about the threat of Jezebel … ran and hid himself! 1 Kings 19:2-3. What happened to his faith, courage, belief, and trust in God?  Elijah had run straight into a “dry place” – a place of confusion, fear, discouragement, and disillusionment. He had allowed outside influences to move him to take an action that was not pleasing to God and surely not profitable for him. 

Sometimes we, too, have marvelous victories in God.  But then, something will come our way that threatens our faith – something we don’t understand or something we’re afraid of – and we miss the mark and run.  James said, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8.  We must stand firm with courage … the courage that allows us to know that God is going to deliver us!  We have to stand in faith no matter what and always remember that we are to walk by faith and not by sight. We must allow those things that God is “chipping away” as we are shaped and molded for the work ahead to fall away. 
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Good Morning Saints! God is our Lord, King, and God! He is the great “I AM!”

Dedication – Application

This morning I awakened with a yearning in my spirit to dedicate myself to applying the Word of God to my life. Whenever we make a proclamation or commitment to do anything involving the Lord, there are challenges we must go through as a result. But Saints, I really want to dedicate myself to doing those things of God – moving in truth and allowing the Holy Spirit to take full control. The Word of God says, “And grieve not the Holy Sprit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30”. 

Saints, we are not to grieve, that is offend, the Holy Spirit but yield to Him as He directs our paths in the purpose and plan God has ordained for our lives. We must trust that God is able and that His word is truth.  Just like the Children of Israel, we are instructed to “… keep the charge of the Lord our God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statues, and his commandments, and his judgments …” 1 Kings 2:3.  We know what happened to the Children of Israel because of their lack of commitment and faith. They disobeyed the Word of the Lord, they grieved God, and they tempted Him daily by serving other gods. God, in Jeremiah, Chapter 2, outlined one of many calls to repentance and what the Children of Israel were guilty of doing in His sight.  Basically, what the Children of Israel had done was to replace the truth (God) with a lie.  When we lose sight of our commitment to God and begin to disobey His commands, we humans have a tendency to revert to ‘default’ status … that is, we return to our ways of thinking before we were saved by the Blood of the Lamb.  We start to do whatever we consider right in our own eyes.

Saints, we have been given the Holy Spirit, the Comforter of the Lord.  Jesus said, “the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the father will send in my name, he shall teach us all things, and bring all things to our remembrance …” John 14:26. The Holy Ghost helps us to apply the Word of God, but there has to be something there in order for the Holy Ghost to bring it to our remembrance. This is why it is imperative for us to “meditate on the word of God day and night that we may observe to do according to all that is written therein; for the word promises our way will be prosperous and we shall have good success.” Joshua 1:8. 

How do we apply the Word of God? We often hear from the pulpit how God wants us to prosper, to be healthy, and to have wealth.  It all sounds good and so obtainable, but we’re never told what we’re supposed to do or what is required of us to obtain these things. We have not been told that everything is not for everybody. The Word of God says, “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.” Colossians 3:8. We are to put off those negative aspects that typified our behavior before we accepted Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. Our reactions to people and situations should not be the same. A change has taken place on the inside and should be manifested on the outside through our actions. Prayerfully, “… we have put off the old man with his deeds; and put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.” Colossians 3:9-10. We have been renewed therefore “… we should walk in the newness of life.” Romans 6:4. 

Saints, we must be committed and dedicated in order to apply the Word of God to our lives. When we feel like giving up, praise Him; when things are not going according to how our plan, praise Him; when the bills come in and the money doesn’t, praise Him; when you feel like fornicating, praise Him; when we feel we’re at your weakest, praise Him … for when we are weak, He is strong. God’s grace is sufficient! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ

Tonya Jones

President Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! My God, our God is an awesome God!

My Jordan

Saints, the Word of the Lord says, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan.” Joshua 1:2. God was speaking to Joshua. He wanted him to cross the Jordan River where he and the Children of Israel’s would claim their blessing … the Promised Land. God is speaking to you today. What represents your Jordan?

The land God promised the Children of Israel contained a number of ‘major’ cities during Old Testament times.  The land was vast and crossing the River Jordan and the land would have seemed impossible if it had not been for God’s promise that He was with them. Saints, many times we find ourselves in a virtual stalemate, stymied by situations we are unable to ‘cross over’. We don’t seem to be able to get over what was done to us or we’re so caught up in difficult situations that it truly becomes a ‘Jordan’ for us.  Crossing the Jordan River, which the Children of Israel had to cross over in order to get to the lands they were promised, represented their trust in God and their acceptance of the blessing of a new life in a new land. The Children of Israel had to cross over into the land, but crossing depended on their trust, faith, and belief that God was able to get them across safely and victoriously.  Saints, what do you have to ‘cross over’ or ‘get over’ before you can freely receive the blessing of the Lord? Your blessing is waiting, but you are caught up in fear. 

Some of us have to get over fear, doubt, guilt, hurt, unforgiveness and shame. How do things look from where you’re standing?  Does the ‘landscape’ around your Jordan appear gloomy, hard, treacherous, unpromising and discouraging? Saints, you have to move out of your comfort zone to get to where God wants you.  And, yes, it is challenging, but not difficult; it’s a new thing, but not impossible.  Joshua and the Children of Israel had to remember one thing … God said it was going to be so, and it was going to come to pass for He was and is God.  Fear has no place because “God has not given us the spirit of fear but of love, power, and a sound-mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  We have the love within to get us through and to bear all things for the Word of God says, “… perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4:18.  Saints, God has not given us fear, fear is from the devil.  God is love and if the Lord is truly dwelling in you, then the love of God is able to sustain you. You and I have the power to stand firm because God has given us power from on high. We can cross over, but we must trust in the Word of God to do so. The Word of God says, “… the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.” Psalms 68:35.  God gives power not man; God provides the strength we do not have. We have a sound mind so that we may be able to discern that which is necessary as we move toward the blessing.  The Word of God says, “the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7. Saints, God is able to keep our minds so that we’re not caught up in what we see but be able to walk consistently by faith and not by sight! 

Saints, what represents your Jordan today? What is standing in your way, hindering you from receiving the blessing God has for you? Saints, Jordan represented something enormous to the Children of Israel – that was their ‘fear factor’, their hindrance to receiving what God had for them.  But God told Joshua, “There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Joshua 1:5.  Saints, God gave this encouragement to Joshua and this same encouragement is just as real and available to us in the 21st Century.  “Be strong and of good courage …” Joshua 1:6.

God wants somebody to know today that He is with you and will not fail you. It is an awesome thing to know that God will not fail! God will bring it to pass no matter what you see, hear, or feel. God is able to do what He has promised to do in your life!  Get up –go sing, preach, teach, and share your testimony. Get up and stand free knowing that God is able. 

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless Saints! God is watching over you continually, be encouraged!

The Truth

Saints, maybe you can help me. What do you do when you know the truth? When the truth is very evident to you but you desperately want to go the other way? How are you to stand and walk in truth when what is contrary seems so alluring? How do you stand firm when you don’t want to stand? When you would rather do wrong when right seems so hard?

The Word of God says, “Moses chose to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” Hebrews 11:25. Why would Moses choose to suffer with the Children of Israel instead of living the good life in Pharaoh’s house? The Word of God gives us the reason right in the passage, “Moses chose to suffer affliction with the people of God, [rather] than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” Hebrews 11:25. Saints, the pleasures of sin last only a short time … maybe it’s really a season (a few months) generally speaking the pleasure is short-lived, far less than a few months.  Moses knew that it was only for the moment. Pleasure becomes old; it loses its favor and, at times, exacts a stiff penalty.

Why would someone give up truth for a lie? It is truly easier to believe the lie, the lie satisfies our flesh but the truth satisfies the spirit. The Word of God says, “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Galatians 5:17. Our flesh and spirits are constantly in conflict, but if we exercise the power we have in God we can ‘die’ a little each day to the flesh. What we must do is put our flesh under subjection to our spirits. The Spirit of the Lord dwells in us so we have power and authority but we still struggle with the decision to remain committed to the things of God. When we apply the Word of God to our lives it sometimes costs us friends, family or challenges our position in the world … all because we made a choice to follow after the things of God. The Word of God says, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9. 

I woke up this morning feeling sluggish and tired. All I wanted to do was to go back to sleep and take a day off. Take a day off from work, kids, house chores, ministry duties … just one day of doing nothing.  Glory be to God, be for I began to rebuke my feelings and emotions, and started instead to praise God! I gave God such praise and knew at that point that nothing mattered, only my submissive will to do the Lord’s will. Jesus said, “… nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Matthew 26:39. Everything that was to come after meant nothing, Jesus was set to do what God desired Him to do. We know that we can do all things through Christ which gives us the strength, but we must submit and allow the Holy Spirit to do what only He is able to do in us. 

Many will say, “It’s not easy!” but we must not look at what is easy or hard for we can do all things through Christ who gives us the strength. Paul said, “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.” 1 Corinthians 6:12.  All things, Paul said, were lawful for him but he made a conscious decision to not be brought under the power of any. Many of our brothers and sisters in Christ are suffering with addiction. The one thing they have in common is that when they try to do right, something happens that shakes their foundation and the thought to go get high, have a drink, fall into sexual immorality or any one of the many other self-destructive behaviors humans indulge in is often their initial thought.

What is lost here is the truth that God is able to keep us if we are willing to keep ourselves in Him.  “Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” Jude 1:21. We must come to a decision today and allow nothing to distract, deter, or discourage our standing firm on the Word of God and trusting only in Him. We must take control and make the decision to stand for God and not fall for man or what our flesh desires. My flesh desired to stay in the bed, to not open my bible, to not pray or praise God. But, praise God my spirit wanted to praise, get into the Word of God, minister to people and do what God called me to do! The flesh may lust after the spirit and the spirit after the flesh and the two are contrary to each other, but our spirits are set in God and we are able to praise in the midst of pain, struggle, and discouragement!

Paul said, “… I am set for the defense of the gospel.” Philippians 1:17. We plant that we may reap the benefits of what we have planted.  Saints, we must know that satan desires to destroy us and that he will use every means necessary, everything and anything at his disposal to try to stop, deter and discourage us from doing the things of God and living a life that is pleasing to God.  We have the power and authority to do what our spirits desire to do in God! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless Saints! God is watching over you continually, be encouraged!

The Seed

I am the seed which my father has planted. The earth He has placed me in is cold, heavy, dark and lonely. As I sit in the earth, I wonder who am I, what is my potential, what will I become? I was planted with such tender loving care but still I am alone in this earth. There are other seeds here; everyone seems to be in the same predicament. No one really knows what is going on or who is going to care for us. I wonder if the one who planted me is aware that I am scared. “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin”; Hebrews 4:15. 

In spite of the cold, the dark, and the weight of the earth I‘ve noticed that, if I do not concentrate on these things, I am being well taken care of, “We walk by faith and not be sight” 2 Corinthians 5:7. I don’t feel hungry nor am I thirsty.  Actually, I am quite comfortable. The “Son” gives me strength and I have come to realize that I do not have to rely on my own strength but in all my ways acknowledge Him. When the storm comes, when the rain falls, and the wind begins to blow, I sometimes hide or surround myself with the other seeds that were planted next to me. But sometimes they can be very negative and try to discourage me from trusting and doing what I know is right. They focus on the rain and what is happening; they miss the fact that our creator sends the rain and is in control of the rain. The rain beats down hard, comes upon us fast, but we don’t worry, we call out to our creator who cares for us. “Cast all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 1 Peter 5:7.  We know that rain feeds and nourishes, the wind blows but our creator “… caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by His power He brings in the south wind.” Psalms 78:26. 

As I sit on the earth, I’ve learned to observe the other seeds I associate with. Some try to pull me down further into the earth. They try to persuade me that our creator is not going to move on our behalf, that He has forgotten about us and has left us alone in a foreign place. But if that were the case, why would He feed me, send warmth through the “Son” and send the rain for proper nourishment? Why, when I focus upon Him, is my heart encouraged, and enlarged? No, they are not telling the truth but want to trick me into believing a lie. “By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone.” Proverbs 25:15. No, I will not be persuaded against my creator for I have already persuaded myself through the truth of who my creator is that, nothing is able to keep me from the love of my creator … Romans 8:39.  I have found while resting in this earth that I do have potential but it is imperative that I allow myself to grow. I can only grow if I forget those things that are behind and reach forward to those things that are before me. I want to see above the earth, above the weight and trials. I would like to see where the rain comes from and why the “Son” always seems to strengthen me every time I am in need. The storms will rise, they are needed, but again if I do not pay attention to them or begin to fret or doubt when they sweep through, it can not affect me. I am growing, and the one who has placed me in this earth is very near; although I can not see Him with my natural eyes. I hear His voice deep within me saying, “Little seed do not fret for I am your creator and I have a plan for you, it may seem heavy but I am carrying the weight, you may be lonely but if you concentrate on me you will always hear my voice. I promise to never leave you nor forsake you.” 

“Little seed,” He calls “you’re beginning to grow do not be afraid but some of the other seeds I have planted are not going with you.” I thought for a moment, my creator has been there all the time, loving me, caring for me, and providing for all my needs. “My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. I will gladly draw my strength from my creator; I will stand and not be ashamed or afraid because He cares for me. I felt so honored that my creator would do such a thing. I also felt bad about always complaining about what I didn’t have, or even what I had to go through to grow. My creator said He loved me and if I did not lean on my own understanding and acknowledge Him, He would direct my paths! I was so pleased because I was growing and I was a little worried about what was on the other side, but “we walk by faith and not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7.  When I break through this fertile ground, what will be waiting for me? My creator must have known my thoughts because He then reminded me that He would be wherever I go even when I have grown and pushed through the earth … He would be there! I was so happy!  I began to tell the other seeds about our creator and how much He loved them as much as he loved me. He said He was no respecter of persons and I was happy to tell them of His love for me and for them. Some of them listened and they begin to accept the “Son” and to not be afraid. We were in darkness so long that many thought the “Son” was not a good thing. They feared coming out of the darkness and breaking ground because they felt they did not deserve to grow or be free of the bondage in which the darkness had held them for so long. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John 8:36.  I told them that our creator, the one whom planted us, was not going to let anything happen to us and that we were all covered by His love and protected by His grace and mercy. So I pushed through, determined to grow and be what my creator had purposed me to be. It did not matter what I would become as long as I submitted myself and ways unto my Creator.  I am the seed which was planted, and I am determined to grow to my potential which is grounded in my creator!! Somebody ought to give God the glory for what He has done, is doing, and has yet to do!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless! Give God all the praise for He is worthy!!

Disease

There is a disease out there and it is called sin. It is very contagious, is no respecter of persons, and it affects women, children, and men. Women have unknowingly passed it on to their unborn child.  Saints, sin is not only contagious, but it spreads when we fail to take the cure that is found in Christ Jesus. The Word of God tells us, “But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. When we compromise the Word of God by allowing our emotions and feelings to get in the way, we compromise our commitment and the truth that is God.  If God tells you to leave; to put him or her out; or to not associate with someone then, for a certainty, you should listen.

Consider the situation of the Children of Israel before they inhabited the land of Canaan. God knew that the people in and around the land of Canaan were corrupt, and He didn’t want the Children of Israel, His chosen, to be affected by the disease of ‘sin’.  In Exodus 34:11-15, God renews His covenant with His people. He tells the Israelites what He plans to do.  He tells them he will drive out the pagan tribes before them and He instructs them to make no agreements with any of the tribes.  Instead, He commands them to “… destroy the altars and images of the inhabitants, and to cut down their groves.”  Why?

The Lord was concerned they might “… make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice ….”  He did not want the Children of Israel tempted by the false gods the Canaanites served.  God didn’t want His children tainted by the abominable things they did or the bodily desecrations some of them practiced. God wanted His people to remain as pure as possible, because He knew that ‘sin’ not only spreads throughout the people but to the animals as well. The disease of ‘sin’ can affect everything. They were instructed to destroy all and when they entered to take Jericho the Word of God tells us “they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.” Joshua 6:21. 

When we look at the instruction God gave to the Children of Israel some of us have difficulty understanding why a loving God would give such a command. How could He tell the Children of Israel to kill everybody, even little children? Have you ever looked at a child, studied its behavior, and determined, “He/She is going to be just like his/her father or just like his/her mother when he/she grows up?”  You made that determination based upon the child’s behavior, not what you saw in the heart … the actions were evidence enough for you. The child’s behavior was indicative of who the parents were. It’s a natural thing, children inherit behavioral traits from their parents. Some have mental problems, aggression problems, issues with anger, dissociation issues, and many other psychological problems … all of which are due to the disease called ‘sin’.  ‘Sin’, Saints, a word some have a problem even saying is a concept that many will not admit is even present in the world.  But sin is real and it is spreading faster and faster. It has taken out many, but still there are many who are afraid to admit it is real and that it can kill. God knew that the inhabitants of Canaan were corrupt and sinful. They were wicked above measure and He loved His children so much that He did not want them tainted in any way. Does this mean He did not love all people? No, but the “nations” – meaning all people – had become so wicked that God wanted to separate Israel, whom He had chosen to be His people. 

Saints, ‘sin’ spreads … it will spread within your family and it will spread among those friends with whom you associate. ‘Sin’ spreads and is very contagious ... I cannot emphasize this enough.  The bible says, “… Achan … from the tribe of Judah took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel.” Joshua 7:1.  Why? The command was to destroy all and take nothing! This is where we miss it.  It’s not about killing children, it’s about the command that God gave! God gave it for a reason and if you trust God then you are not leaning to your own understanding but in all your ways acknowledging Him for He is able!  They were told to kill everything and take nothing that would pollute the tribes and spread throughout. Saints, can you stand firmly in the Word of God, today, fully trusting that God has your best interest at heart? The Word of God says, “… we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.  Don’t get all caught up in emotion and feelings, they can distract you from truth. Trust God and do all He commands you, for the Word promises that the Lord will keep, protect, love, strengthen, lift up, encourage, bless, and deliver!!! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Stay Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries 
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Good morning Saints! God loves you; surely you must love yourself as well!

The Vine

John 15:1, Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Verse 5 says, “I am the vine, ye are the branches; He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” Saints, without Christ abiding in you and you in Him please know that your life will be unfruitful and unfulfilling. 

Husbandman literally means “man of the soil,” one who cultivates. God sows, cultivates, prunes, and expects His children to bear fruit as we abide in His Son Jesus Christ. We are strengthened, encouraged and empowered by Christ and His words abiding in us. Some of us want to bear fruit, but we don’t want to abide in Christ. Many people feel it is not necessary to accept Christ as Lord and Savior, but the Word of God says, “… the branch [you and I] cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine …” (Christ) John 15:4. Saints, we are being challenged more than ever to trust God and lean not to our own understanding.  If we have made the commitment to believe that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that He is the Son of God sent from the Father to bless, keep, heal, set-free, and deliver us, then we should continue to abide in the vine (Christ) that the father may continue to purge us so that we may bring forth more fruit. 

God purges us by pruning and dressing us so that each of us may bring forth more fruit in our season. We are not to remain in the same place for too long. We are children of the most high and everyday we are being groomed to bear new fruit in a new season of our lives. Things do not remain the same and, as we abide in Christ, we find out more about who we are and what we can do in the Lord. 

Christ is the vine, the root seen only through our bearing much fruit. Our fruit is our attitude, behavior, love, witness of Christ Jesus – our very walk. It is what we have been gifted to do and how we choose to do it. The Word of God says, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:3. Our lives are hid with Christ who gives us the strength on high to do what we have been chosen by God to do. The Word of God says, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you …” John 15:16. We have been chosen of God to do the extraordinary. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
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Willingboro Center

12noon-6pm Call to reserve your table today! 866-828-3222

Good Morning, Saints! Do you trust God? Give Him praise!

God Said

God spoke to me and said these words, “I will restore a hundred fold, one hundred fold-restoration, I will replenish, recompense much more. Trust me, and be confident in my voice.” Hear what the Lord Jesus said, what I hear of my Father that will I do. “… I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30. 

Saints, we must not get caught up in seeking our own wills but, rather, the will of God who has called us to an awesome work. If we are living to fulfill God’s will, then nothing else matters. We should not get caught up in emotions, relationships, and feelings. It is for the glory of God, not for our benefit or self-promotion for our promotion comes from God. Saints, are you waiting for something? Are you expecting God to move abundantly upon your life? Do you want what God has for you? Stand and have faith!  Trust God for He is not a man that He should lie. Do not fret or become anxious … it is coming to pass. You are being prepared, groomed, pruned and positioned to receive what God has for you.  There’s no need to rush, fret or become discouraged.  It is imperative that we remain encouraged for God will deliver. The Word of God says, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7. Sometimes we have to be reminded why we suffer, why we are going through various things, and why, Saints, we chose to stand in the first place.

We must be rooted in the Word of God and built up in Him; that is, there must be application of the Word in our life. We are to be established in the faith and allow nothing to move or change our positions, for we are confident and secure in God and who we are in God. The enemy will throw things our way and try to cause us to go back, to retreat.  But God is able, and He “… will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13.  Saints, “There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12.  God wants you to continue to stand, even in the midst of what you do not understand right now. God is able. There is a burden upon the children of God, a levy of satan to buffet and cause us to grow weary in what we are doing for the Lord. I am here to encourage your hearts, to let you know that God is with you and that He has not left nor forsaken you. You are able to stand because greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world. God is speaking to us today.  He knows that we are being attacked; He is sitting and watching for who will stand in the midst of the onslaught, and who will have faith and lean not to their own understanding. God wants to see if you will hold on to the promises in His Word. Will you and I falter when we are required to have faith?  Will we doubt when we should believe?  Will we give up and forsake the trust and security that is found only in God? The Word instructs us, “If ye then we are risen with Christ, we are to seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Colossians 3:1. We are not to get caught up in what we see or in what is going on around us while we are here on this earth. We should be continually seeking those things which are above. 

We have various gifts, but each gift is given for one common purpose and that is to win souls for Christ. We are to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ and encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus to hold to the Word. Paul said, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him …” Colossians 2:6. Saints, you and I have received something awesome from the Lord. We have been reconciled back to our Father and we must trust that if we have been brought this far … God is not going to leave us now!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry
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