Good Morning Saints! Truly God will lead you into your destiny if you but hold on!!!

 

"I feed, you eat"







March 1, 2007
 

Saints, people have a way of spewing hatred and disdain for others that you are carried away with them in accusing when you haven't even given a person or situation a chance. It’s amazing to me how we allow people to come with their opinions about others and we pick up on that opinion as if we have been feeling that way as well. I mean you could have liked someone, or felt nothing about them and all of a sudden someone comes along who doesn't like them or the situation you have set your heart to walk in and their able to change your mindset. How can this be? The word of God tells us in 1 Corinthians 12:2, we know that we were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. We were once Gentiles that is; ignorant and separated from the truth! God is truth and when we draw back or are swayed by people from what God has said about any given situation or person we do ourselves a disservice. Satan has a way of using people for his own glory; we have a way of being lead astray by what others say and what they tend to do. Saints wake up you have a mind of your own, you are filled with power and your mind is sound because God has given you a sound mind to discern what is good or bad. You should not be swayed by others when you have made a decision to believe God! You took a stand to say I am going to trust and believe God on this situation believe God about this individual but when people come in and begin to speak their hatred, dislike, or project how they feel you change your view and they have successfully operated in the spirit of control. You should have been able if you were grounded in God and his word to discern! Paul asked the Galatians this question in chapter 3:1; O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, Saints who has bewitched you by their speech, their lies, and their own self pity to abandoned the truth! You who are spiritual ought to be leading and not yourselves led! You must be able to take a stand for something (God), or you will fall for anything. Think about the poison that some try to pour into you. You sit allow people to tear down others and you say nothing, you sit in the midst of conversations you know aren't of God yet you remain as an onlooker never lending the truth of God to the conversation. Saints stand on the fact that God has done something in your life if you have nothing else! If you don't have the word hidden in your heart that you sin not against God please for the sake of others and heaven get up move and walk away, go far away and begin to pray for praying is conversation with God. You have the power in you but you fail to use it, you know the truth but you hold to it just as long as someone doesn't challenge you. Saints we are in the midst of weak Christians today, Christians who stand with a loaded pistol and never took the safety off. Christians that say one thing and do another, Christians who are fed on Sunday and maybe even a day during the week but come out empty and void of anything for they failed to allow the word to be applied to their life that they may walk in truth and light. Jesus Christ is that light who came into the world to set free, to heal, to bring out those whom God has called from darkness! Christians who walk in carnality never fully grasping the fullness of God, God who is spirit and we know from John 4:24 that if we worship God we must worship in spirit and in truth! Why do you allow people to change your mind, view, or even come at you with their mess! Look at you, holding to a truth of someone whom you have not even given a chance, all because she said, or he said and it sounded like truth but I couldn't for myself distinguish. How do we distinguish truth? How do we not allow the enemy to come in through the use of people? How do we not fall into the trap of our minds being poisoned? First and for most by studying the word of God to show thy self approved, a workmen not to be ashamed, 2 Timothy 2:15 and then by getting up and leaving, speak the truth which you know. Saints stop allowing the world and its people to change your view on the things of God! God told Jeremiah to not be dismayed at their face that is how they will look, what they will try to do, and what they may say because God further said that he would confound you if you do; Jeremiah 1:17. Listen the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down, Saints some things need to be pulled down and destroyed by your trusting and believing God to move out in the power which is set in you! No weapon formed against you shall prosper so where is the fear coming from the lack of commitment? Saints I don't know about you but the truth of God and his promises are found in his word. For God goes on to say to Jeremiah and hence to us as well, you can do this because I will bring you out of all that would come your way. God said; I will deliver you! There is always going to be a way of escape but you won't be able to notice the way if you begin to join in and accept what others are saying about you, other people you may have become friends with, or situations you may find yourself in today. Saints stand you are the light, you have the power; you have been chosen to spread the gospel to those whom are lost! You don't have to debate for the word of God stands for its self but you do have to take a stand of faith that you can stand and open your mouth that the Holy Spirit may give you what to say at the moment you need it most. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! Truly God knows our story for he is our creator!

“Everybody Has a Story”





March 2, 2007

You judge but you don’t know my story, you smirk at me but you don’t know my story, you suggest what I should do and how I should act but you don’t know my story. I have a story, but you only see my frown, my anger at the wrong moments, my quick sarcastic remarks but I have a story. I look a little un-kept but believe me my sister, my brother I have a story. Doesn’t everyone? I had to cover up with makeup my bruised eye. He told me that he loved me and would never do it again, but this morning I felt once again that I should leave straight from work but where would I go, who would take me in with kids, how would I manage on my own, with  what I make? I came to work tired because I was up all night my son or daughter didn’t come home once again. They say that drug addiction is hard to beat but I trust that isn’t the case for my baby. I lost my mother at an early age, and had to fend for myself my whole life, I’m in school, raising a child and it’s hard. The man I thought loved me only wanted to use me; he has since left and took up with another, He doesn’t care about his son or daughter. I have a story, I’m hurt, frustrated, tired, and my self esteem is null and void. I hate to see anyone happy because it reminds me of what I’m going through and how I wish I could be as happy as well. Then I come to work only to hear you and others talking about me, making fun of me, accusing me, laughing at me, tearing me down, but I’m already low to the ground so I’ll cover the pain I feel at your insults by becoming angrier, looking mean as you say, and hiding through false strength, because on the inside behind that frown I’m crying and slowly dying inside. But I wanted to tell you I have a story. I hear you talking about how you went to church on Sunday, and how the word really touched and ministered to your soul. You spoke of how much you enjoyed yourself. I wish the God you served this one true and wise God would come help me. I wish I could be introduced to this Christ who you say can save and deliver. This Christ you say that we can come as we are for he has cleansed us of our sins and we only have to believe. Wow, I wish I could get to know this Christ. But then you begin to tear me down and I get angrier and then something reminds me, and asked me the question; if they serve this awesome God of love where is the love in them, where is the acceptance of others, their love toward you, their care? Yes, I’ll listen to that voice and begin to mediate on those questions which were brought up. If God is love and accepts all and there is no respect of persons with him, and if you say you believe God and are his child then where is your fruit? You curse, tear down others, yell and scream, always you are in conversations which have nothing to do with God. Actually I only hear you talk of God on Monday and sometimes after a bible study you attended. You play your gospel music at your desk and praise God but when I walk by you look at me with daggers and roll your eyes. Has not the music ministered to your soul? You continue to whisper as I walk to my desk. You order food and don’t include me; you make plans around me of doing things when you get off. You even invite each other to your respective churches but never have you extended an invite my way. You don’t care of my story, I came to work with no money and, I have no clue of how I am going to eat lunch not to mention dinner.  I got an eviction notice yesterday but I can’t tell you that can I? I have a story, but it seems no one cares. 

Saints we all have a story, take time to listen to your sister or brother! 

John 3:16 

Romans 3:23 Romans 10:9

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! God is so good and worthy to be praised!!! Truly we are blessed in every area of our lives!

 

"Stepping into abundance"





March 5, 2007
 

Saints, it amazes me each time to see that we fail to live to our potential and walk in abundance due to the lack of courage. God continually encourages us to walk in courage, be of good courage, and not to be discouraged! We see this in Deuteronomy 31:6, as God instructed Moses, Joshua 1:6 as God instructed Joshua, Psalms 27:14 as God instructs us! Saints the word of God is for our instruction, guidance, and deliverance! We are to come unto him fearing nothing, believing all things are possible and walking in the truth that only God is able to set free, deliver, and bring about a change in you and I that we may begin to walk courageously and receive what God has for us but most importantly walk with authority which we have in Christ Jesus! Saints many people will question your authority as the Pharisees tried to do with Jesus. They will ask you plainly or they will act as if you don’t have the authority, or be surprised at how you speak with such authority! You have the authority because you walk in courage not to be discouraged or set back. Saints you are victorious and God doesn't want you to get caught up in men, women, and situations, circumstances, nor does God desire to see you bound by anything. You have the keys of the kingdom what have you to be afraid of when God is in control of all things and the earth we know is your father's and the fullness thereof? You have power but you operate in the minors because of lack of courage! Why would God speak to us about courage when some things look discouraging at best, they look insurmountable as well. I mean how can we accomplish things we deem impossible, hard, and unattainable? How do we walk with authority and courage when we are unsure of the direction? By simply believing and speaking those things which be not as though they are! You must speak to the mountain not try to climb over it, or push it, or any other physical element of strength. You must speak to every situation, circumstance, and problem in your life as if you have the authority of one chosen. You have this in you but you fail to operate in the power of courage! God said I will be with you and that is how and why you can do all things! Because you aren't doing it in your own strength but in the strength of the one who gave you power and authority!!! You are more but you walk in less because you don't believe, this causes you to be discouraged at the very sight of everything. Remember we walk by faith not by sight, not by the fact that we have been brought out of some things which we can't even imagine God having wiped clean. You are not the same person in Christ behold all things are new so why are you acting as you did before Christ came into your life? You have been brought with a price, cleansed and set free! Free to walk in all that is within you today! You are courageous and full with authority and you must walk in it today that you may overcome that which stands before you looking as if it has the control of your life! Only God my sister, my brother has this control over our lives not outside forces, or people who think they know what is best for you! You are in control for God is control and has given all to you! Stand and be blessed, happy, and courageous in God! You don't have to walk around sad, and down trodden because you have lost a loved one who has gone home, you don't have to be depressed because things may not have gone the way you envisioned them to go, you don't have to be bound by situations, whether financial, relational, or otherwise because you have the victory in Christ Jesus today to speak with authority against those things which may come against you!!! Saints walk in courage that you may receive all, and be fearful of none. God is by your side to deliver you, not to forsake you, to lead you, God is with you wherever you go, and God is going to do more than you can ever ask or think why? Because of the power which works in you! You are more for more is within you but you can't access it walking in discouragement and fear. Be Strong in the Lord and the power of his might!!

 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Good Morning Saints! God is good and worthy. Able to meet you wherever you are today!

“Where is Security Found?”




March 6, 2007

Saints have you been searching for security?  Have you been looking for it in people or in things and yet, you feel as though you have come to a dead end?  Perhaps, you’ve been looking in all the wrong places. 

What is security? It’s freedom from danger, worry, anxiety, and financial obligation -- basically it’s plain freedom from care. Saints why do we search for this freedom (security) in places or people? Yes, it’s nice to want to live in nicer neighborhoods, send your children to safer schools, find the man or woman you feel is the embodiment of all you desire and so forth. But can freedom really be found in a place, a person, or things? We have been freed by Christ Jesus -- we need never be slaves to sin, yet some of us still have difficulties letting some sins go. We have failed to understand this freedom in God and, as a result, we continue to look for freedom in the natural realm. Only God can truly provide the freedom and security for which we’re searching.

Simply put, Saints, security is found in you when you connect to the One who has the strength, power, and love to give you such security! You must come to God in order to feel free and secure in even the deadliest of places. You can’t move to another part of town, because you think where you are isn’t safe or begin to see another individual because you feel the person your with isn’t providing you with security. You are the one whom must come to the realization that security is found in God first and your heart, mind, and soul must be lined up with God to walk in security. You are the one who exerts security wherever you go or wherever you are, just by having understood that security is within you. 

Remember that God has not given you a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind 2 Timothy 1:7.  He has given you, a mind in which you may be secure and free of fears and worries about what to do or where to go. We also know that we are not to feel or walk in anxiousness because the very Word of God tells us to be anxious for nothing, but with prayer and supplication let your requests be known; Philippians 4:6. From this, Saints, we can deduce that not only are we free, but we are secure if we will but trust and follow His Word.

We haven’t been given fear, so why do we fear when we think we aren’t secure? We are to make every request known, so why do we fret when things look as if they’re going in the wrong direction? We know that all things work for our good, so why do we move hastily? We have been told in the Word of God not to walk by sight but by faith  . . .  the faith that declares God is able to bring you out of whatever He has brought you to. Paul said this profound and wise word of the Lord, In whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. Philippians 4:11. Are you content? The Word says in 2 Corinthians 13:5, examine yourselves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? Christ is within you; therein lays your security!!! Unless, of course, you have not come to God through Christ and you’re walking in a reprobate mind set.

You are a representative of God through Jesus Christ. What more security do you desire? Saints, you must examine yourself today. What has happened that you’ve come to a place where you are questioning everything, whether it is good or bad, whether you should do this or that? I sense that many are feeling lost and abandoned, that you are in a position you have never been in before. You may have lost a home, a husband, a wife, or some other loved one. There may have been some major changes in your life.  Have you considered the possibility that the change you are experiencing is just positioning you to where God needs you to be . . . that you walk in your destiny and the purpose of God! Saints, it is not about what we see in the natural world for that is only an amateurish picture, not the masterpiece God desires you see through the eyes of hope! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! Truly we are able to do exceeding because God can do the abundant!

“What are you Hearing?”





March 7, 2007
Saints, have you ever gone through, suffered much and sought God and he not answer? I believe that God truly answers but we fail to hear what God has said. Matthew 16:21, Jesus began to tell the disciples that he had to go into Jerusalem suffer many things, and be killed of the Elders and Chief Priest, but he ended his sayings with these words; he would rise again on the third day! What did Peter and the other disciples hear? They only heard Jesus say; he was going to suffer and be killed. 

Today Saints, I challenge you to make a self assessment. Many of you feel as if God hasn’t given an answer but truly you have received an answer, you just heard what you wanted to hear, or you failed to hear the answer because you were expecting something totally different. We can not ask God for direction and when he bestows upon us direction and guidance we fail to adhere and instead go our own way, the way which feels good to the flesh. Saints God desires that we be filled with truth, truth about him and truth about ourselves. You can’t have things your way and expect God to be a willing participant. God is Lord of your life and when he brings you to suffering, to experience tribulation and trials in your life believe that it is not for you to fret, give up or in, turn back which many do but it is for you to be uplifted, elevated, and finally for you to receive a blessing which he has just for you. 

You hear and see the suffering you are going through, you hear only what the enemy desires that you hear and focus on what is before you. But the word of God says; we walk by faith and not by sight 2 Corinthians 5:7. Peter rebuked Jesus, saying, “be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” Jesus extended knowledge and foresight to them, and they only saw and heard what Jesus had to suffer and subsequently be killed. Saints what are you hearing today? You have failed to hear what God desires you to see and hear. You must today begin to listen not with your feelings and emotions but with your mind for you have been given a sound mind, with your spirit because God dwells in you! You can’t be fearful of what you see and feel because your feelings remember are not to be trusted even in the midst of suffering. You must decrease and allow the Spirit of the Lord to move within you, strengthen, and sustain you! We are reminded in 1 Peter 5:7 that God cares for us and if we cast that is throw, deposit in God he will sustain! 

Saints today assess what you are hearing from the Lord for with every suffering there is a blessing. God brings you to it and he will certainly bring you out of it. Magnify today God and what he is able to do instead of magnifying what you are going through. God is greater than what is on the outside, what you see before you for the enemy would seek to distort the picture but truly if you are walking by faith and not by sight you will recognize the enemy and rebuke him as Jesus rebuked the devil in Peter. Instead of wishing you hadn’t been brought to the time of suffering praise God in the midst of your suffering. To suffer in God is to gain to reap but if you are concentrating on what is happening in your life instead of what the will of God is through your suffering then you are missing a vital lesson. Saints God’s desire is not for you to go through just because but there is a reason for everything with God. God is doing something in you that you are set for the purpose and plan he has for your life! Do you believe God? Then trust his word. Do you trust God? Then lean not to your own understanding in the midst of what you may be facing today. You can’t remain in the same place in God; he desires to take you higher! You continually are being elevated and your metamorphous is taking place. As Christ was raised we rise! God is able and he is a rewarder you can’t receive the blessing, the reward if you fret and focus on the wrong thing as the disciples did. Know this Saints; God always strengthens you before the test, by giving you what you need, by establishing your faith in the midst and quickening within you what is there already! Stand in the midst of the suffering and see the great thing God will do before your very eyes 1 Samuel 12:16. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones 

Good Morning Saints! God is truly worthy and you are his child and hence able!

“What have I done to you?”





March 8, 2007
Excuse me, what have I done to you? Why are you treating me as if we were never friends? How come you don’t smile as you use to, talk to me any more. What have I done that would cause you to be so distant? Was it the new job, I just received, the car, the house, what exactly happened to cause you to change toward me? I’m only blessed because of God. Oh, was it that I didn’t listen to your advice, take your suggestion, or do it your way? Tell me because truly I don’t understand your behavior toward me. I’ve done nothing but follow my heart and God’s guidance for my life. The Lord said, in Matthew 7:21; not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Listen, my so called friends, my sister or brother in the Lord. I must do the “will” of my father! I must walk according to his plan and purpose for my life. I love you but I love God more. 

I as well as the Lord desire that you walk in all truth, even the truth about you. You stopped walking with me because you wanted to control me with what you thought was right for me. You stopped hugging and greeting me because you didn’t get your way in my life. I thought it was okay to say no, or to do it my way. I thought I was grown and could make decisions myself. I had the audacity to believe that only God was in control of my life. Please get over yourself because I won’t shed a tear for you only in your name offer up a prayer. I will pray for you, to be freed from what ever has taken hold of you to cause you to open a door of selfishness so that the enemy could speak to your mind. I did see you on Sunday praising God but I wondered how you could praise when you had such discord in your heart toward your brother or sister. How could you submit to the “will” of the Father when you haven’t allowed God to lead and guide you with what you may be going through? 

You were so happy when we were single together. When neither one of us had a man in our life but now you have found out that I am getting married, that I am so happy and you have changed toward me. You claim my man isn’t the right person for me but it seems as if it was just yesterday that you claimed you were happy for me and wanted to see me happy. But was that when you and I were on one accord? Are you so vain to think that I can’t discern your bitterness toward me when you see me? Are you so ignorant to the fact that God works in me and I can detect without a doubt that our relationship has changed? Please in your own words what have I done to you? Has jealousy entered into your heart? The word tells us in Songs of Solomon 8:6 jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 

I have prayed and asked God for direction, I may have asked you, your opinion but I went to the Lord for true direction and guidance for my life. I sought the Lord and he answered me but you act as if I heard the wrong thing. You act as if you can’t trust the God within me. Is it because you don’t know God as you claim? I just thought I would share my story with you because you were once a part of my life. Psalms 41:9 says; Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. We were friends I thought but maybe I used that word to loosely when it came to our relationship. Everyone I hear is not your friend. We talked but maybe it was just surface stuff with you. Maybe I was the only one who believed we were friends. You have lifted up against me and I don’t even know why. But I know that a true friend would be happy for me and the decisions I make. I hold to Proverbs 17:17, A friend loveth at all times. A true friend loves at all times because he knows that his friendship is not based on control but based on freedom! The freedom that each of us has in God! What have I done to you?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints, be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might!

 

“You Don’t Know My Price”




March 9, 2007

 

You don’t know the price of this anointing upon my life. I see you are jealous of my moving forward and of the blessings upon my life. My sister, my brother there was a price. I have walked a path I doubt you are willing to walk. Jeremiah was threatened, bitten, and thrown into prison many times. Paul briefly outlined his suffering in 2 Corinthians 11:25-27.  Both paid their own unique price for the many blessings upon their lives. Are you jealous of their call? Each of us has a specific call for our lives. Why are you seething within?  Why aren’t you happy for me, and why do you curse me under your breath? I would rather you be honest with me so I can tell you of the price I’ve paid for this call. I would tell you of the continual struggle and anguish I experience. I want to tell you this, not to magnify what I may be going through but, rather, witness to how God continually brings me through. 

 

Our brothers were chosen to do a specific work. They suffered and labored because their focus was the gospel of Christ. Just like our brothers, Jeremiah and Paul, we also are chosen by God to do and to accomplish specific things in our life.  God chooses so that He can work His will in our lives. You don’t want to lose or suffer, yet you want the anointing and the blessings with out paying the price. Check you today.  Search your heart and please understand that God desires to use you as well. Romans 12:4 tells us, “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office.  You and I don’t have the same office or the same work, but still we work toward a common goal, and that is the salvation of the lost. Are you so vain as to think this work, this walk is about you?  Do you believe it is about you receiving accolades? This isn’t a celebrity event!  It is a work, a labor and you must be ready to suffer, to go through some things and to lose some things. “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” Romans 12:5. We are one of another, laboring toward the same goal!

 

I’ve lost and suffered many things.  Now I’m walking in the blessings of God. Should I be sorry, should I feel bad because of what God is doing in my life? What should I do or say; I only can do what God has called me to do. Saints, God desires that you walk according to his way and plan. You must let go of whatever it is that is hindering you today. You have to give up in order to receive. You must take a step forward in order to move out from your current situation. Don’t allow circumstances and various situations to have you, to control you.  Instead you, by the hand of God, take control of them! You are more, why be happy with less?  It seems you’re content with surface ‘shine’, but God wants to take you deeper and higher.

I wanted more of God; I wanted to feel His presence continually, and to do only His will in my life. My choice, is to walk according to His plan and His purpose -- not my own.  I trust that He knows what is best for me. Should I apologize for wanting more of God? Should I take stock today of how many people are angry and cursing me today? “Hell, No!” God is first in my life and you don’t know the price I’ve paid and am still paying for wanting to be close to my Father! I want to experience all of what God has for me and as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:3, “…it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.”  See, Saints, it is the Lord who has the power and authority to judge me -- not you. Saints tell the enemy “Hell No,” and stand for the love of God not for the glory of men. 

 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

 

Tonya Jones
President
God's Word of Encouragement Ministries

Good Morning Saints, I greet you in the love and peace of almighty God our Father. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof!!

“The Undercover, Cover”





March 12, 2007
Saints how many of you know someone who is in sin today, but they think no one knows? You know those people are  only fooling themselves because their sin is a witness to them. They wear it on the outside, but believe that everyone is blind. Today we ought to expose sin when it sits in our faces, walks beside us, and laughs with us. We ought to expose our brother or sisters, not to hurt them, but to lead them into all truth. Why do we fail to tell our sisters and brothers that we know what they are doing and that it is against the very precepts of God? Why can’t we share the gospel of Christ with the people we know are in sin and may be suffering inside? Instead we act as if nothing is wrong, while we actually believe they are headed to “Hell” on an express train. Where is the love? You may say that you’re fearful, you don’t know what to say to a person about Jesus and how he died for their sins that they may be saved and have everlasting life. You feel you are not experienced enough to carry such good news, but what about the sister or brother? What of them? You say you’re not responsible but the word tells us; in Galatians 6:1; “… if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; considering yourself, lest you also be tempted.” That is if you are truly spiritual; walking in the spirit that you not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

How can we walk according to the “will” and purpose of God, how can we say that we love God and desire to follow His commandments, and yet allow our brothers and sisters to walk in sin before us? You don’t have the power to change anyone’s mind but you do have the power within you to speak truth. Truth is what can change the hardest of hearts … for God is truth! Why do we run from truth? Saints, you have to get to a place in God where you trust Him fully for all things not just for the blessings upon your life, but also for moving through you to bring someone out of darkness. Darkness is spiritual blindness; it hinders our drawing to God because God is light. This light was manifested in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In John 8:12, Jesus stated that He is the light of the world, and that those who follow him will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.

We are distinguishable by our fruits, our walk before men. Jesus was stating his “self witness” and we for some reason fail to be a “self witness” because of fear. Fear that “they” won’t like us; that “they” will talk about us and think we aren’t cool, fear that things won’t remain the same. Saints, things should not be the same; they should not be as they were before you accepted Jesus Christ. If they are, you should be doing self analysis as to why. Are you still hanging around the way, drinking, cursing, and using drugs? Are you still the same person? The word tells us that, “if we are in Christ,” that is if you have accepted Him, “we are a new creation; old things have passed and all things have become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17. That newness is evident in your walk! The newness is evident by the inward change and the outward manifestation of that change. 

Saints, don’t accept sin in your midst today, even if it is your brother, sister, mother, father, or any other relative. Stand for what you believe, for what you know of God.  Stand for the Lord and your faith! You must speak truth because God is truth; you must move in love because God is love. You must today accept the call that you are a minister, an ambassador of Almighty God.  Don’t allow fear to paralyze you from acting on what God has placed in you to do. You are more … begin to act like it, open your mouth and allow the Holy Spirit to do the rest!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Greetings! In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I greet you with all love and peace.

“Why Cry”







March 13, 2007

Saints, have you been crying and feeling sorry for your self over a situation that seems to have been going on forever? Have you been trying to figure out what to do next? Have you been crying to the Lord for guidance and intervention on behalf of the situation? God said to Moses in Exodus 14:15, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.”

Saints stop crying!  You have the power to change the situation just by activating your faith! Faith is your power, your power to use to bring down everything that tries to raise itself up against you. You have the power because God has given it to you. You don’t have to fight your own battle because the battle is not yours to fight! The battle belongs to the Lord, but the Lord doesn’t fight battles with sword and spear, so you ought not try to fight what you’re going through in your own strength! Moses told the children of Israel “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today.” Exodus 14:13. See, Saints, you have been looking at the situation all wrong. You don’t have to fear nor worry about it working out, but just believe it work for your good. We know that all things work for our good because we have love for our Father. 

Saints, as Moses reminded the children of Israel that God would fight for them, so you have assurance that He will fight for you.  All you have to do is hold your peace. Many of us talk about what is going on in our lives to everyone who will lend an ear to our plight and subsequent suffering. You don’t have to look, or behave as if you are going through “hell;” you don’t have to invite people into your pity parties. Saints all you have to do is hold your peace! The Word tells us that with prayer and supplication to let your request be known. Not complaining … which many of us, unfortunately, do. Yes, you may be going through some stuff, you may have issues, problems, and situations you wish you didn’t have but, in the name of Christ Jesus, “Shut Up!” and trust God who is able and willing to move on your behalf if you only would activate the faith which is in you! Hey, we have all been given a measure of faith, why do we fail to activate it when trials and tribulations come our way? Why can’t we discern what the enemy is trying to do, and what God is doing in the midst of the situation? Why?  Because many of us get caught up in sight (how things look) that we fail to realize God has already given us the power to overcome and the victory through our faith! 

All the children of Israel had to do and all we have to do is hold our peace! Hold and move forward. Why are you staying in the same place? Standing there, hanging your head down low, failing to move and do what God has called and ordained you to do? Move forward as God told Moses to instruct the Israelites to do! Move it has been done! God has worked it out for you already! All you should be seeing is how God has brought you out! God said move forward my sister, my brother.  Move out of that situation, move out of that fear, and move out of that shame … move out! I hear the Spirit of the Lord telling some one it is time you had your own, it is time you leave that married man alone. You deserve better and God desires that you be free! You have been dealing with him for years and it is the same old story. Saints please get sick and tired today of hearing and walking in the same old story! God said move forward!!!! Saints claim this day what you will do, speak it in the power and authority you have of God.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones 

Good Morning Saints! Greetings in the name of our Savior Christ Jesus, God is truly awesome!

 

“My Talent, My Gift”





March 14, 2007

 

Saints, do you know that you have talents and gifts? Are you aware that God has given you something most precious? We each have gifts and talents but so often we fail to use them for the edification of the body of Christ.  Instead, we often use them to edify ourselves and to bring glory our way. What’s worse, many don’t utilize the gifts and talents they have at all.  They fail to realize that God gave them specific talents and gifts so that they may spiritually advance and that God may be glorified! Why do so many of us remain stagnant and uninspired? Is it because we continue to walk by sight and not by faith? Is it because we rely on people and their opinions as to what we ought to do in our life? Saints, we must get past what people think, and want for us and from us, and begin to trust in God and His Word for our life. Too many times we see talented individuals failing to utilize their abilities because they are so wrapped up in themselves or others. Some are afraid to step out of their comfort zone.  Some are worrying and agonizing over what God is doing in someone else’s life -- coveting the gifts and talents of others and failing to stimulate and nourish our own. 

 

Remember the parable of the talent? Jesus told that parable in Matthew 25.  He told of a man who was going on a journey and left his goods in the hands of his servants. He gave one servant five talents, another servant received two, and a third servant was given one … to every man according to his ability; then he went on his journey.

Saints you have been given talents and gifts according to your ability in God. What have you done with what God has given to you? You have the ability, but you don’t have the faith. We read that parable and see that two of the servants, invested what was given to them and their investment doubled.  But the servant given the least was lazy and wicked.  He held onto his one talent and hid it in the earth because he feared failure and the possible consequences of failure. Fear gripped him as it does most of us at one time or another, but by failing to step out in faith and making an investment in the one talent given him, he missed an opportunity to please his master and the joy of receiving his master’s kindness and reward for being faithful.

Saints, what are you holding onto today? Is it an unfulfilled dream, an uncharted journey, a call that God has placed on your life? You must invest to receive the blessings of God upon your life. You must step out of self and into the spiritual through faith! You must believe today that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you.  You must come knowing that all things are possible if you but believe in the Lord our God. Listen, the servants who invested their talents were blessed; their master called them “good and faithful servants” and gave them charge over many things, greater things than they could have imagined. Saints, God wants to bestow blessings upon us, but it seems we can’t handle or aren’t willing to use what we’ve already been given. We don’t exercise the power to excel in God.  But, we sure know how to want more when we get caught up in envying what God is doing for someone else.

Can you begin to invest your God-given gifts and talents despite what some people will do, will say, or how they may act toward you?  Know that some people are going to do, say, and act contrary to God and His ways.  Why, because they are operating under the power of self and the enemy.  As 2 Timothy 3:5 tells us, “…they have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof” God said, “from such turn away.” 

 

What the parable tells us, Saints, is that God gives much to us in the way of talents and gifts, but we fail to sow our talents into ministry and into God’s people. We hold on to what God has given us and fail to bring Him glory by spreading the gospel -- the gospel which “is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;” Romans 1:16. The power of salvation! Saints, we have the power to bring forth the Word of God through so many God-given talents and gifts. The power of salvation brings about a change in a person who may have been bound, held captive by addictions, mental anguish, hate, fear and much more. Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel” because he knew the power the gospel had to bring a brother or sister into repentance. Are you ashamed of your faith? Are you sitting on talents and gifts that the body of Christ is in need of today? Can you step forward in faith and do what God has called and ordained you to do?

 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

 

Tonya Jones
President
God's Word of Encouragement Ministries

Good Morning Saints! God is truly awesome; I greet you in the power of the name of Jesus Christ!

“Sound, Godly Instruction”





March 15, 2007

Saints, have you ever received Godly instruction? Have you ever been in the presence of a true man or woman of God?  Many of us fail to adhere to sound Godly instruction in our lives, and so we suffer the consequences of the various decisions we have made.  Take Samson in the book of Judges 13-16.  An angel of the Lord told a certain women that she would no longer be sterile, but would conceive and bear a son.  The angel also told her, “No razor may be used on his head, because the boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he will begin the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the Philistines." Her son was Samson. As he grew, he was given much Godly instruction on what it meant to be a Nazirite and, in addition to stressing the importance of not cutting his hair, his instruction included information on what not to eat or drink, how to live according to the laws of God and, as was the custom of his people, who he should and should not marry.

But Samson did not desire the women of his tribe and brethren.  Instead, he lusted after Philistine women.  He married one Philistine woman and eventually he met Delilah!  Now, we’re all familiar with the story of how Delilah, a Philistine woman, entranced, seduced, and probably nagged Samson into telling her the secret of his great strength and how he could be subdued.  Saints, Samson failed to follow the Godly instruction he had received since his birth and suffered the consequence of being soundly defeated and mocked by the very enemies he had conquered in many battles. 

Saints, how many of us have received instruction from someone who doesn’t serve God in any way -- in fact, doesn’t even know Him? We have taken instruction and direction based on somebody else’s opinion … someone who has sometimes advised you to do stuff they wouldn’t even do! Why not listen to instruction from those who have maturity in the Lord? Is it because we don’t want to do the Godly things more spiritually mature people advise?  Is that why we go around acting as though we haven’t even received a word sent from God? Don’t you believe that God uses people to do extraordinary things today, in the 21st Century? God can place a person on your heart and mind, or one day you awake with a sudden urge to call someone, or suddenly, out of the blue, you decide to go past somebody’s house, knock on the door and check in on them. Do you think this is all coincidence? 

Let’s look at Ruth for example; she received wise instruction from her mother-in-law, Naomi. Naomi gave specific instructions on what to say and do in the company of Boaz, her kinsmen. The bible tells us that Ruth did all according to her mother-in-law’s instructions. Ruth 3:6. Unlike Samson she submitted and was obedient to direction.  We all know how blessed Ruth was after following sound Godly instruction from Naomi. 

Ruth, my brothers, my sisters, birthed a linage from which came Christ Jesus.

What blessings are you missing in your life all because you often fail to listen to and follow Godly instruction? Have you ever known someone who constantly asks others: “What should I do about this (or that)?” “Does this look good on me, or should I wear that?” “Where do you think I should go from here?” “Should I go or should I stay?”  Saints, why don’t we go to God and allow God to direct us through His servants? Why do we fail to go to the throne where we may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need? Hebrews 4:16? 

Some of us receive words of wisdom from our parents, yet we still go and do what we want and what we feel is right for us. Many times the attitude that “I’m grown and I know what I’m doing!” is followed by heartache and despair. Saints, good Godly instruction is a blessing -- a gift, and you should appreciate it as such. Stop listening to people who have issues of their own and who, truth be told, are not really interested in seeing you happy or prosperous in the fulfillment your dreams.

If you have a hearts desire and want to do a specific thing and you find yourself surrounded by people who constantly bring you down with their sarcasm and doubts, then be thankful -- for God is allowing you to see those who should not be in your sphere of friends and confidants.  Move on, move toward the spiritually mature people you know.

Saints, when you listen to Godly instruction about what you’re supposed to do in order to walk in abundance, know this: many people will not agree nor understand your commitment to following God’s voice. People you used to laugh and joke with will now look at you funny because envy and jealousy have taken root in their hearts. People you thought were your friends will now act like they don’t know you. People you ministered to and labored for are now going to pretend you don’t exist!  That’s all right!

Saints, God wants you to know this: continue to listen to Godly instruction for He wants to take you to a place where many are not welcome. You can’t worry about them, or lose sleep over them. Please don’t waste your precious energy, for you will need that energy to do the work of the Lord!!!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! God is all we need and I greet you in His name!!

“Be Thankful”






March 16, 2007

Jesus healed ten lepers in Luke 17:14, but only one came back to thank Him, “… when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.” Luke 17:15. Saints, have you turned back today to thank Almighty God for what He has done in your life? Are you a blessings-only child? Let me break it down: are you only seeking God for what he is able to do for you, or are you one of the few who only wants to do what God will have you accomplish? “Use me Jesus!” – that’s an attitude few of us possess. Why do we fail to thank God? We wake up, shower, get dressed and head out the door to work or wherever we have to go.  But many of us fail to even thank God we were blessed to see another day.  We woke up and our home was still intact, our children are safe and were kept out of harms way; I mean, Saints, God has done some wonderful, awesome things in our lives and we tend to take it all for granted.  Do we think God is supposed to do these things and all we have to do is stand still and just take it all? What’s wrong with us? We ought to constantly worship God for His many blessings, for saving us, bringing us out of darkness and into His marvelous light. We ought to worship just because He is Lord!  

Psalms 100:4 tells us, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” We ought to come praising God even though we may be facing some things in our life that are hard, bad and, seemingly, impossible to get through. We still must usher in praise. When the praises go up -- that is, when you lift up the name of the Lord -- blessings come down. There is thanksgiving in your praise. Saints, the Word of God tells us in Romans 1:21, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, so they became vain in their imaginations and their foolish hearts were darkened.”  And God gave them over to a reprobate mind because they failed to acknowledge Him.  Some of us are so vain in our thoughts and imaginations; we think all of our accomplishments and that we have was done all on our own and we owe no one a “thank you.” We fail to understand that if it had not been for God being on our side watching over us, keeping us, and hedging us in we would not be where we are today. Nebuchadnezzar made this mistake in Daniel 4:30 when he said, “is not this great Babylon, which I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” He thought he had built and raised himself up but God had done this to bring glory to Himself! God had planned and ordained Nebuchadnezzar’s position as King while he was yet in his mother’s womb. Saints, understand that God has a plan for your life and you wouldn’t be where you are unless God did not want you to be there.  God is in control, not you. Saints, are you failing to acknowledge God for all things in your life today? Are you willing to walk according to worldly standards and rules? Do you want to be free? If so, you need to come to God with a thankful heart and a mind of praise that you may be lifted, as you lift up the Lord. 

Colossians 3:15: “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts … and be thankful.” Saints, if you allow the peace of God to dwell within you, you will begin to understand thankfulness, gratefulness, and appreciation. We all have a duty to usher in our own praises and thanksgiving, but we sometimes forget or fail to turn back and thank God for saving us, bringing us out of addiction, fornication, adultery, poverty, and much more. I hear the Spirit saying; you are not that same unregenerate and unrepentant person you once were. You are a new creation and you must walk and act as such. It begins, Saints, with a thankful heart, a heart of praise so you can reach out and share what God has done for you with others. You can tell somebody, “If it had not been for God, I would not be here today!”  “If it had not been for His love toward me I wouldn’t be in this position!”  “If it had not been for Jesus Christ bearing all my sins, I would not be able to do the things God has called and placed in my life to do!”  Where would you and I be if it had not been for the Lord and His love toward us?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! God is good and worthy to be praised! I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus and God the Father!

“How Has God Dealt With You?”




March 19, 2007

Saints, Psalms 103:10 says; “God has not dealt with us according to our sins.” God’s mercy toward us is great! How come we fear coming to the Lord because of the sin in our life? We think that we have done such horrible and unforgivable things that God couldn’t, wouldn’t possibly want us. But Saints, the devil is a liar, God loves and cares for us so much that He does not chide us nor hold onto His anger. Saints, stop thinking that God is an unapproachable Father. He pities those who fear him (verse 13). You can come to God just as you are without fear or shame because God is not judging you. We are so used to people judging us, watching our behavior, and giving their advice when no one asked them for it.  Some people don’t know the truth and they don’t know how to love and so they thrust rules and regulations upon us as poor, poor substitutes. But God is love and His mercy and grace endures forever. You listen to what friends, family, and many other people say about you and your situation. Why don’t you give God a chance and listen to what He is telling you?  Don’t you know that it was God who created you, He who sustains and keeps you even though you may still be struggling with various issues in your life? God has not forgotten nor has He given up on you. The call for you and me is to go to Him -- each of us “who labor and are heavy laden” Matthew 11:28. Go to the only one who is able to give us what we seek, desire and need.

Stop behaving like there is no hope. You say, “I have been doing drugs too long,” “I have been in this relationship too long no one is going to want me,” “I have been doing this job for too many years and there is no where for me to go at my age.”  Saints age is just a number which has and carries no meaning beyond what we assign to it. What carries meaning is experience. You can be 50, 60, 70, even 80 years old … with a good education … and never have learned a thing.  Just look at the prophets of old: Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua.  Many of them began their ministry work as very senior citizens.  Why?  Why, because they needed to learn some things. They had to experience many other things. They had to come to a place where God could use them by acknowledging God and who He is. You come to that place not simply because of the experiences, but because through your experiences you have recognized that God is able. Then you come to repent of the things you have been doing for so long, therein lies your ultimate experience ... coming to that place, where God can use you.

You don’t need to  “get yourself together!”  How can you really do that without God? You don’t know the time nor place when you will fail to breathe again. Don’t you want to be ready, assured, and confident that you are going to be in heaven with your Father? Don’t you think you can be saved? Salvation is for all those who will believe. Believe today, and begin to see changes take place in your life by the very hand of God. You are being called by Almighty God. Don’t be afraid that you’re not worthy -- God has chosen you specifically! Has God dealt with you harshly, with wrath and anger? Has God dealt with you like that man you love who continually denigrates you and crushes everything good in your life? Has God dealt with you as most of your so-called friends for whom you’ve done so much, yet they stab you in your back? No my sister, my brother -- God has not dealt with you in such a way to bring hurt, harm, or danger. No!  What God is saying to you today, those of you who are straddling the fence, “Come now, and let us reason together … though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18.  Stop magnifying your sins and instead believe what God is saying to you. God is love and He is dealing, and has dealt with you with much mercy and grace. So please tell me, “What is the problem, why are you holding back?”

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones 

Good Morning Saints! God is, so you are, never give up!

“Do we believe what the word of God says?”


March 20, 2007
Saints do you believe today that you are and can be free, I woke this morning with this in my spirit; “Who the son of man makes free is free indeed!” You don’t have to be bound today caught up in despair. Many are going through believing that what is happening to them at this very moment is too much to bear. God wants you to know that he is by your side and you must stop walking by sight, that is what you see before you and begin to walk in faith. You are not depressed, oppressed, and without hope today. God has made you free through the blood of his precious son Jesus Christ. You are no longer bound to think contrary to what God’s word is telling you. The problem is do you believe today? Do you believe today what the word of God says?

God is your sun and shield Psalms 84:11. God is your protector so why do you fret today. The word of God says; nothing will come nigh unto you, a thousand shall fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand; Psalms 91. Saints at your command things have to change. God has given you power and authority not to sit around and be unfruitful because you’re feeling beaten by situations and circumstance. Begin to evoke change by your very word. Saints why won’t the pressures of life, our thoughts and imaginations take us out? Because “No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn Isaiah 54:17. You are covered so why do you fret when things don’t go as planned, when people come against you, when the enemy buffets you? Nothing is able to separate you from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. Saints I know that things would seemingly get hard and you may fret as to what to do when you are faced with various issues in your life but the word tells us; lean not to our own understanding but in all our ways acknowledge God for it is he who shall direct our paths. You don’t have to fret or worry but let your requests be known that God may strengthen and keep you for he cares about you! Saints you don’t even have to worry about the people who are doing you wrong, who are talking about you, whispering behind your back because the word of God tells us; do not fret yourself because of evil doers, neither be envious for, they shall be cut down as the grass and whither as the green herb Psalms 37:1,2. Your looking at what is before you, and what is to come but God says; Take no thought for tomorrow: for the tomorrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof; Matthew 6:34. Saints you must today stand and believe for today. Allow God to help you face one thing at a time. You can do all things through Christ which strengthens you. You can’t face what is before you with fear and trembling. God is able to keep you, believe that today.

Saints you can be free today from thoughts, imaginations, self, and people by trusting and believing God’s word for yourself. You may be looking at what’s against you. Your concentrating on what is happening before you but God is saying look to the hill from whence cometh your help and the things which you must endure each day will seem so small for they are truly small. Each situation you face, whether your going to court, going through a divorce, experiencing problems with people, bills, work, home, school, kids, God is saying to you today fret not, I am with you I know the thoughts I have toward you and they are of good and not of evil to give you an expected end Jeremiah 29:11. God is with you, you have the power to cast down every high thing, imagination and bring every thought into the obedience of Christ Jesus! You have the power why not exercise it today. 

God desires you to be free and freedom is found in his word through trusting and believing. Jesus said; if you believe all things are possible to you, Mark 9:23. Saints do you believe the word of God, you neither are bound, captive, nor are you unable to move and do what God have called you to do because of a report you received from the doctors. I hear the Spirit saying; Cancer, you have just been diagnosis with cancer and you think it is the end, but God is saying it is only the beginning. Why, because God is with you and if he allowed it to come your way believe that he is able to bring you through, by his grace and mercy. Get caught up in what the word says and that is “by his strips you are healed, you may not feel it in your physical body but you must believe it in your spirit man that your physical, mental, emotional, and physiological will be effected! God desires one thing from us and that is; “Trust him.” Trust him by faith; believe him by experience and his word!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

 

Tonya Jones
President
God's Word of Encouragement Ministries

godswordspoken.com

Good Morning Saints! You are a blessing, so bless someone today.

“God Has Raised You Up, To Set You Up …To Be A Blessing!” 

Thursday March 21, 2007

You are here because of God.  Right here, in the place you find yourself today.  I know some of you are saying, “I sure don’t want to be where I am today!”  But Saints, God is able to meet you right where you are today. You don’t have to “get it together” or “work it out.”  Nor do you have to wait until “all is well.” God will meet you in your mess, your doubt, your fear or your shame.  Because Saints, no matter what state of mind or body you’re in -- God has the zip code!

Saints, have you ever asked the question, “Why?”  “Why am I here?”  “Why have I been called to this position?”  “Why, did I have to suffer so as a child?”  I hear the Spirit saying to someone, “God has raised you up, to set you up … to be a blessing.” You have been raised up though you’ve experienced some things so awful that you still can’t bring yourself to think about them, let alone talk about them.

Consider this.  God does not cause pain or suffering.  But, from time to time, God will allow us to experience the pain and suffering that originate out of our weaknesses and those of others and from the wicked, purposeful scheming of the evil one. To what end?  I’ll tell you … to His glory!  Saints, if the truth be told, we can all probably remember someone … often someone totally unexpected who came into our life when we were at our lowest, at a point where we believed we just couldn’t go on for another day.  That someone came at just the right time to bring a ray of sunshine – maybe a little laughter, to provide some kind of comfort, or give some encouragement. Whatever it was, it turned out to be just enough to get us through the day.  This kind of experience often happens more than once … just in the nick of time.  Coincidence, I think not?  Saints did it ever occur to you that God in His wisdom, seeing that we were suffering, incorporated that suffering into His plan for us by giving us ample opportunity to learn and grow in the Spirit so that we, in turn, can be a blessing … that ray of light … for someone else going through tough times?  You’re a blessing because what you experienced brought you to a place where God can use you for His Glory … a destination many never reach. 

Someone has gone through some mental anguish they would not wish on their worst enemy. Saints, believe it or not, you have been blessed because you are still here and able to tell the story. You’re here because God’s loving hand was upon you through every big and little thing you had to face. You are here, because God loved you so much He would not give up on you, nor would He leave you where you were. The question is not, “Why did I have to go through,” the question is, “God, what are you trying to tell me?”

I hear someone saying, “Humph! When I think of all I had to go through, why didn’t God just tell me what He wanted?” Understand something Saints, you are overcome by the words of your testimony, but you only have a testimony because of what God allowed – not caused -- in your life.  Many folks don’t understand this, but I tell you that instead of trying to understand God’s reasoning, it would be better and more profitable to just trust in God and believe what He says about you (through who you have become) rather that focusing on what you have gone through.

Think about this and understand something.  What you went through was not meant to generate a failure, a loser, or someone messed up in the head -- addicted to drugs and alcohol.  Rather, your experience combined with what you learned of God was meant to shape and mold you into a person who can ‘walk on’ in the purpose God has for your life.  Saints, you were set up from the beginning, you “are made partakers of Christ, if [you] hold the beginning of your confidence steadfast unto the end;” Hebrews 3:14. 

Saints, there is something in each of us that another can prosper from. We did not ‘go through’ just because -- there was a purpose attached to everything we’ve had to face. Don’t get caught up with wondering and agonizing, as many of us do, over why.  Today, I want you to recognize (and appreciate) that you were brought through your trial for a reason.  Nothing we go through is truly unique.   Somewhere, someone else is going through the same mess or something very similar.  Know that God wants you be a blessing, an encouragement, to someone.

Ecclesiastes 1:9 tells us, “there is nothing new under the sun,”  and Chapter 3:1 goes on to say, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:”  Each of us will have any number of ‘seasons’.  A ‘season’ only lasts a limited amount of time, so we mustn’t get caught up in thinking that any particular ‘season’ will last forever. We must walk through each ‘season’, with God as our constant companion, knowing that it is only for time and that we will come out intact on the other side filled with the power of the Spirit.  Saints, even our friends and companions are with us for a season, a reason, or a lifetime. It is up to us to, prayerfully, figure out who is in our life just for a season or specific reason, and who is meant to be with us for a lifetime.  The same holds true for what you have faced in life.

We’ve each experienced a number of things for a ‘season’ and a specific reason, and because of these experiences (and in spite of some of them) we are able to walk in the purpose God has for our lives.  Take time to review the life of our brother, Joseph, (Genesis 37).  His brothers, his very own brothers, sold him into slavery.  Oh, but God, in His time, worked out all things for Josephs’ good.  Some of us have had to walk in shoes similar (or, in some areas of the world, the same as) Joseph, but God in His mercy and compassion has kept us whole through all we’ve had to face.  Don’t give up … instead, stand up tall and trust in God, for He has it all worked out for your good! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! God has given unto many gifts. Praise his Holy name!

“My Gift”







March 22, 2007

Have you identified your gift?  Each of us has been given a specific gift.  “There are different kinds of gifts, but [from] the same Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:4. The same Spirit works in each of us so that we may be a blessing to someone. Your gifts have been tailor-made for you, so to speak.  They are based on who you are in the Lord and what path God would have you take so that, in His Holy Name, you can be a blessing to your brothers and sisters who stand in constant need.  For as Matthew 9:37 says, “The harvest is great, but the laborers are few.” How do you determine what gifts God has given you?    The best way, indeed the only way, is to seek guidance from the Lord your God and identify the areas you feel most passionate about.  God was in control through everything you’ve experienced and suffered and, Saints, He is in control now.  Look to Him!

You are not what you suffered; you have become much, much more! Jesus knows this; He suffered more than we can ever know so that we may have eternal life. Remember, Saints, Jesus is not hanging on a cross nor lying in a grave.  He has risen and sits on the right hand of God. By His Grace, you also have been raised up, so walk and act like a victorious child of God and not like a defeated foe.  You must begin to use the gifts you have been given.  Don’t sit on what God has given you … someone is in need of what you have!

Matthew 7:13 tells us to, "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.”  Saints, I praise God that you have decided to go through the narrow gate.  Let me tell you something that may surprise you.  As you use your gifts for the Glory of God and follow the path He has laid for you, many will decide to follow you, praise your efforts, and want to help you in your endeavor but, when you begin to walk through that narrow gate, many will fall off.  Remember, this happened to Jesus.  He was praised for the miracles He did, his disciples, loved to see His power and talk about them.  But, as soon as Jesus began to move into another realm of His calling and started speaking of heavenly things, spiritual matters … many just could not handle the truth.  As Jesus knew from the beginning, quite a few of His so-called disciples turned back, and walked with him no more.  Jesus told the disciples that, “no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him." See John 6:62-66.  As you grow spiritually and follow His will for you, you will find that many of your companions are not on the same spiritual plane as you, and are not meant to go with you as God takes you higher in Him. They will not understand your purpose. Simply put, they were only supposed to so far with you -- and no further.  Their time with you was for a season and, in some cases, for a specific reason. This is not to say that these people are “lost.”  Some just haven’t matured to the level needed to live according to the will of God.  It may be that their time to walk with the Lord will come at a later date.  So, do not harshly judge those who cannot continue to walk with you now.  Only God knows what is in store for them at a later date.

Think about the Apostles … not only were they with Jesus for specific reasons, they were destined to be with Him for the long haul.  Even Judas, was chosen by Jesus.  Yes, Judas Iscariot of whom Jesus said in John 6:70, “Have not I chosen you, the Twelve?  Yet one of you is a devil!”  Jesus knew Judas was an agent of Satan, and he obviously wasn’t meant to be around for the long haul, but Our Lord chose him because Judas had a part to play in God’s glorious plan.

Many of your friends and your so-called friends are there to play a role in the plan God has for your life. Remember all things work for your good, even when you perceive things to be bad. So when you make a commitment to go through the narrow gate and proceed further on your walk with the Lord, you will often find that people you’ve known for a long time will leave you, fall back, or just plain-out turn the other way.  They aren’t ready and will chose to travel the broader road … at least for a time. Don’t fret and feel you can’t go on without them. You have been called by the Lord and your labor is for the Lord.  Without your cooperation, mere people don’t have the power to deter you or stop what God has ordained you to do. They have neither a heaven nor a hell to put you into.  Some may simply tarry but others, as Jesus said, will choose the way of destruction. 

Saints, we deal with many people each day … some are our friends, others are simply acquaintances, and we need to know and understand the difference.  Mere acquaintances should never be privy to what we are called to do.  Yes, we want to share our joy in what God has given us.  Yes, we’re excited at how God is blessing us and working in our lives.  It seems we just have to tell somebody or burst!  But we fail to understand that telling somebody doesn’t mean telling everybody. The truth is we often allow too many people to know our God-given business.  And not everyone is spiritually equipped to handle that knowledge.  Whatever your gift, be it teaching, preaching, mercy, healing, discernment or one of the many other gifts God has to bestow on His people, know that you have been given those gifts for specific reasons.  Whether you’ve been given one gift or many, you are, through the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, called to lead someone to Christ, called to help free someone from bondage, and called to help bring someone out of darkness into the glorious light of Christ Jesus! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

“In All Your Ways Acknowledge God”



March 23, 2007

What does it mean to acknowledge? To acknowledge is to recognize the rights, authority, or status of; to disclose knowledge of or agreement with; to express gratitude or obligation for; and to admit [something] to be real or true. We identify what’s real by acknowledging first that God is true and His Word is truth.  What we see with our natural eyes, that which lies before us on the physical plane is only an illusion – that which the world would have us believes.  Saints, what we must recognize is this … we must recognize the authority of God and what God is able to do.  Remember, as Christians, we walk by faith and not by sight.  God is the only authority in all situations.

Saints, in all of our thoughts -- whether it is a decision to move, switch jobs, begin a relationship or end one -- we must first seek God for direction and guidance. Why? Because we are commanded to do just that, Proverbs 3:6 tells us, “In all our ways acknowledge God and he shall direct thy paths.” In everything we face each day, in everything that comes our way -- we must first seek God! If we’re confused about some things happening in our life today we must seek God!  If we don’t know what to do and feel we have no recourse, we must seek God!  If we’re fearful and think, maybe, it’s time to make a move, we must seek God! Saints, we must seek God for all things because it is God who orders our steps. How do we know this? I’ll tell you how -- because Psalms 37:23 reminds us that “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD…”  In times of trouble and doubt, we are told to “look to the hills from whence cometh our help.”  Psalms 121:1.  God wants to help us and bless us, but we must go to Him; and first acknowledge who He is and what He is able to do for us in our lives. 

Understand today that if God is first in our life, nothing and no one should be able to come in our life and redirect us. Each of us should desire to be so grounded in God that we won’t be able to make a move without His consent, direction, and stamp of approval.  But, before we can get to that point, we must acknowledge -- that is trust -- that God is able and willing to direct us. 

Are we there yet, Saints? Or are we still operating in the minor league? Are we still trying to work things out on our own, or are we steadfast in God?  Steadfast, fixed in the direction of God, firm in our purpose to do His “will” and His “will” only. Are we unwavering, today, in our belief that God is able to lead and guide us -- not man, nor all the things within this natural world?  

Saints have you ever planned to do something but felt no peace about your decision? Maybe you’d decided to have some surgical procedure suggested by a doctor.  You went and did your homework, searched for alternative methods and made your decision -- only to come back and question every part of the decision you’d made? How many decisions have we agonized over, we fretted over, and wasted precious nights of sleep over -- all because we decided to do it on our own. We failed to acknowledge God by asking for His direction, His opinion, or what He would have us to do. We didn’t even invite him to come in and help lead us to where He knew we would be safe.

Saints, if God is all knowing, Lord of the Universe, Lord of Lords and King of Kings then why not go to Him when we’re having difficulty understanding some things? If we truly want to gain understanding, why not go to the only one who truly has the understanding, but is also willing and able to share that understanding with us?  Why not go to the one who knows us best and wishes the best for us? God commands us to have good courage and to be strong. Why? Saints, God knows we are going to face many things in our life -- He is the only one to whom we should run for guidance and comfort.

People will come against us; the enemy will try to stop us by any means necessary; our children will “try us” to the very end of our patience; even our spouses will, from time to time, refuse to support us.  But God has given us the commandment to remain standing strong, to “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto our own understanding” of what is happening in our life.  Proverbs 3:5-6   We know that the enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy us, but Christ came that we may have life and life more abundantly! 

Saints in all we seek to do in life, we ought to acknowledge God first. That is, we need to seek His direction for our lives and seek guidance for what we should and should not do. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! God is truly awesome and all you have to do is trust him.

“I Heard”
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What internal wounds are you causing yourself and/or others because you chose the path of the talebearer … a gossiper?  Every time you tell something you heard, the words that usher forth from your mouth seep back down into your very soul hinders your spiritual growth and fortifies the stronghold within your life.  When I talk of strongholds, I’m speaking of that place within you that is dominated by one or more particular characteristics.  Strongholds are evident in our emotions, attitudes, and behaviors. Our motives for doing or not doing things are based on the strongholds we have built. 

We react to situations based on the strongholds that have taken root within us, with or without our active consent. There are many things in all of our lives with which we have not yet dealt nor allowed God to deliver us from.

How are strongholds … attitudes, emotions, behaviors … built and identified? Well, just think about some of the things you’ve gone through in your life. You may have been in a bad relationship, so you now believe you can’t trust anyone based on what someone did to you. Think of what you learned as a child.  Your parents may have told you things about a certain group of people, so now you have an attitude against those who are different from you. Perhaps you’ve been hurt so severely that bitterness has formed and taken root deep down in your spirit and soul. You may not even realize that some of the things you do are the result of what happened to you in the past and with which you’ve never dealt.

When you hear news about someone or about a particular situation, do you begin to formulate opinions and immediately give your advice or opinion?   Or do you stop it at the door, pray and ask God for direction and guidance? Proverbs 18:13 tell us, “He that answers a matter before he even has a chance to hear it; it is folly and shame unto him.” We tend to put forth our judgment on a matter without hearing the entire story. Notice I said story, because you have no idea whether the story is true or not; but you’re willing to spread it before you’ve even heard the ending. Why? Because as soon as you hear it, your mind starts to formulate what you think is the truth based on the strongholds you have been used to relying upon, and it never even seems to occur to you to go directly to the brother or sister being talked about and ask is thus and so is true. 

Think about a person accused of doing something.   In a court of law, evidence is needed to prosecute them. Outside of a court, we hear accusations, but we never hear from an eye witness. We take something as truth based only on the word of another person. 

Remember, there are no witnesses to the story you heard and are ready to tell another person.  The so-called witness “heard” it from someone else, but there is no one who can actually prove or disprove the accusation standing against your brother or sister. Suppose this is the only kind evidence being given about you?  What would you do? Would you defend yourself against every tongue that rose against you? Hopefully, you won’t waste your time but instead trust God and let Him deliver and vindicate you.

Saints, in John 13:34, Jesus gave us a new commandment, “that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” We are commanded to love our brothers and sisters.  It means we are also to love those who use us, talk about us, tear us down, and shame us. We have to love them in spite of what our flesh desires to do.

Saints, we hear a lot on any given day.  Some things may very well be true, but how are we to determine if what we hear is true? Are we taking everything at face value because we’ve formulated opinions based on the individual’s past history or the way the person may walk or talk? How are we verifying truth? 

Many times we base our assumptions on the very strongholds in our lives. If we harbor un-forgiveness in our hearts, how can we properly discern the truth? If we have been deceived and taken advantage of in a relationship and have never found the closure needed to move on, how are we going to provide good sound biblical direction? If our heart is hardened, how are we going to release that harness so we may receive God into our heart? Saints, we must instruct, instill, and inspire others to be all they can be in God. How can we accomplish this if we have not allowed the Holy Spirit to help us to walk in all truth? How can we be successful in ministering to others if we have not managed to gain some understanding about what needs to be addressed in our own lives?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

“By What Name Is God Calling You?”
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God called Gideon to lead the children of Israel against the Midianites. God didn’t call Gideon by his birth name, but by the name of who he was in God! He called him a “mighty man of valor,” Judges 6:12. At first, Gideon thought God had made a mistake. Now how many of you really know that God makes no mistakes but, instead, is all knowledgeable and all powerful? God knew what He placed in Gideon and what Gideon would need in order to do what God had called him to do. Gideon, only saw himself as a poor man, and the least in his father’s house. Judges 6:15 Saints, how do you see yourself today? Are you looking at where you came from, what you did in your past, what you have or don’t have?  Now check this out … 1 Corinthians 1:28 says, “What the world thinks is worthless, useless, and nothing at all is what God has used to destroy what the world considers important.” I’ve given you the Contemporary English Version of this passage because I want you to be clear about how God looks at those He has chosen.  God only sees what’s in your heart, your spirit, and all that He has placed in you.  These are the things about you and me that are important to Him

Saints, God is calling you not by your birth name, He’s not calling you because of the family you were born into, and He’s not calling you because of the number of degrees and honors you have acquired in this life.  God is calling you by the very things He has placed in you, because these are the things He has need of in you if you are to follow His lead. Only God can readily identify what is in you because He placed them there. You are more than what you see in the mirror, and you must learn to see what God sees in you.  Did God call you a prophet, or prophetess, teacher, warrior of the spirit realm, Pastor, Deacon, Minister, or Elder?  By what name has God called you?  Today, right now … do you believe there is more to you than what you think?  Are you capable, right now, to believe beyond what you think?  Saints, God wants to take you higher in Him.  He wants to elevate you to a place where you can be a blessing to His people and, because you are a blessing, He will be glorified. God’s word is quick and powerful, it is active, and when God speaks to you believe that it will and has come to pass. What God sees is what He has purposed because He is in control of all things, including your destiny. 

Saints, Mary had a destiny, a call placed upon her life to carry our Blessed Savior. Luke 1:28 shows us that Mary was called “blessed among women.” She was highly favored of the Lord.  Saints, God knows who you are, what you will become and where you will end up.  God meets us even when we are in a place of confusion, doubt, fear, shame, and guilt.  God meets us in all these states of mind, and if we will only trust Him, He will show us that we are more than a conqueror, that we are highly favored, chosen of God to carry out His will and the purpose He has for our lives. 

Saints, when God calls us to “active duty” He makes a promise to us, “I will be with you, I will not fail you nor forsake you.” Joshua 1:5   God calls us by the very purpose we have in life, and then He promises to be with us throughout every obstacle, every pain, and every heartache … through it all!  God says, “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life,” and in Isaiah 54:17 we are told, “no weapon that is formed against you shall prosper.”  Gideon never fully understood this truth. He was so wrapped up in where he came from, and the family he was born into, that he needed signs to strengthen and reassure him that God actually was who He said He was, and that the promise God made to him of always being there was true.  But, Saints, Jesus said “blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” John 20:29. 

Saints, take hold of the truth today.  In Matthew 6:33, God’s Word says we ought to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and everything else we desire and stand in need of, God will provide! Saints, listen to the name God is using to call you. You are able because God has placed in you all you need to do what He has called you to do! “God is our strength and power: and he makes our way perfect.” 2 Samuel 22:33.  Saints, if God makes our way perfect, if He is our strength and power then why are you worrying about where you came from, who your family is or your past history? God makes your way perfect, and God placed you where you are today. Just trust Him!!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! I beseech you to continue to trust and believe the word of God for yourselves!

“Brothers/Sisters: Spiritual Oneness”



March 28, 2007

Saints, how do we obtain spiritual oneness with each other? Jesus prayed, “… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:21 How do we obtain this oneness?  Let me tell you, this oneness is obtained as we walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh. Far too many of us are not yet spiritual; the Word tells us, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”   Think about it my brother, my sister … let us each look to our self … all of us have not yet put off that ‘old’ person and all that is associated with it.  All of us have not, as 1 Peter 2:1 instructs, “rid ourselves of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.”  It is not the duty of the Bishop, the Pastor or even of God to put off the anger, wrath, and malice that lays in many a heart today!  Nor is it their job to remove blasphemy from our lips or to do away with the filthy words that proceed from our mouths.   Rather, it is the duty of each individual to lay aside these things -- these sins. Yes, Saints, these things that plague us so often and so easily are most assuredly sins. Many of us are still walking about as if we were babes in Christ.

Saints, when we come to God, we must begin to allow the Word of God to dwell so abundantly within us so that we are able to put on “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” as the word of God instructs us.  Further, we are called to “Bear with one another and forgive one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:12-13.   Those who are still walking as carnal-minded individuals can not walk along side those who are walking according to the Spirit of God.  Those who are carnal-minded are hindered, unable to walk in Spiritual Oneness with their brothers and sisters because they have chosen to not let go of their old, natural, weak-willed spirit of the flesh. 

Saints, God wants us to understand this truth. When we walk together with one mind-set, with one accord, we have indescribable power with which to call upon and drive out those things that are not as they should be.  In Spiritual Oneness we have the ability to tear down, build up, instruct, teach, and minister to the lost. How can we demonstrate to the lost the life of one who is a “new creation” in Christ if envy, strife, and divisions are still among us? 1 Corinthians 3:3 tells us that’s the kind of behavior shown by the worldly – by mere men – not those called to serve the Lord.

Saints, if we are raised with Christ, then we have made the decision to follow Him and set our hearts to learn of God.  If this is so, why do many of us continue to lust after the things of this world which are only temporary, rather than seek after the things of our God who is eternal?  We should be as the Word tells us in Colossians 3:1.  We should be “seeking those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of the Father.” These are the spiritual things of God you can only come to understand, witness to, and be partaker of, if you set your affection and desires on things above -- not on the things of this world.   Remember, Saints, “God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth” John 4:24. 

Saints, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond or free, male or female for all of us are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28. You can’t pick and choose the brother or sister with whom you will pray and fellowship, this is carnality. Saints in the early church, Acts 2:42, 46 obtained oneness through “fellowship, staying in the Word, in the breaking of bread and, most importantly, in prayer … And day-by-day they continued with one mind to praise” and to glorify God.  Saints, if we put on those things listed in Colossians 3:12 we will obtain this oneness with Christ Jesus and other “new creations;” and, working together we can move to heal, set free, and deliver those who are not of the faith.  Isn’t this the call placed upon each of our lives?

What mercy do we show when our brother falls? The Word tells us, “if any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ‘spiritual’ restore such a one in the spirit of meekness”  Galatians 6:1.  How many of you follow this command? 

Part 2 to follow.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
Oneness:  Part 2
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Good Morning Saints!  Yes, God is moving and speaking to the hearts and minds of all who will listen!

Saints, I believe God wants us to take a deeper look at oneness. Why?  Well, because of the power that lies within our coming together on a spiritual level. We ended yesterday on meekness, one of the characteristics needed to achieve oneness as outlined in Colossians 3:12 … compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness (meekness) and patience (longsuffering). Let’s take a further look into what we are charged to put on.  We are the elect of God, chosen, blessed, loved, and made to be the heirs of salvation. Where is our patience, kindness, and humbleness of mind? We get to a certain place and we say; “I’m not dealing with them any more because of ‘what they did or should have done’.”  My friends, kindness has no limits.  Where is our ability to be patient with our brothers and sisters. We say, “they did it too many times and I can’t forgive them again” but Jesus said we ought to forgive as many times as our brother or sister offends us.  Humility … a humbleness of mind … hears what God is saying about a situation or person but we fail to grasp this because we are not walking in humbleness, we’re too full of what we say and what we think. 

When we first accept Christ Jesus, the Spirit of the Lord takes up residence within us. If Jesus is in the Father and the Father in him and the Holy Spirit is one with God as well, then the indwelling we have is most powerful!  So powerful that if you set your heart to release negativity, such as: hurt, anger, malice, envy, etc. God will strengthen you that much more and receive the desires of your heart!

You must condition, purpose, and determine which of those things that are contrary to the very Word of God you want to put off.  Saints, I’m talking about a prayer of determination to not be as you were before. You must be determined to not doubt; to not have an argumentative spirit; to not tear down those you are envious of or those who have hurt you.  It is a prayer of such power that when we can come before God and begin to use the “Keys of the Kingdom,” we begin to loose and bind those inner spirits of negativity that have kept us in the dark for so long.  Jesus said in Matthew 16:19 that “He will give us, the keys of the kingdom of heaven that whatsoever we bind on earth it shall be bound in heaven and whatsoever we loose on earth it shall be loosed in heaven.”  Through our Lord, Jesus Christ, we have the power within us to put off the spirits of negativity.  This power is not based on your belonging to the right Church, hearing the right preacher, or waiting on God to put off those things for us.  If we are a new creation in Christ we can, through prayer, accomplish this ourselves with the help of God.  We have the power to loose and then to bind our stubborn “wills” to that of God’s. We can bind our hearts, minds, and souls to the very character of Christ Jesus. 

It is time we stop walking as mere men and women of this world … by mere, I mean nothing more than a spiritually weak, worldly, mortal man or woman.  As new creations in Christ, “we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God … called out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:5 and 9 It’s time we begin to act as though we are a part of the priesthood to which we have been called.

Saints we must forbear one another in love, for God is love and if God truly dwells in us, how can we say we hate our brothers or sisters? If you harbor hate then the spirit of God dwells not in you. 1 John 4:7 tells us to “love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” This is a simple and straightforward command -- love one another -- not just this one or that one, not just those born to our mother or those who look and sound like us.  If we have difficulty drawing nearer to our brothers and sisters, then we must consider the possibility that we have not been spending enough time with God.  If we are truly in His presence, then we will be able to extend the right hand of fellowship to any one of our sisters and brothers in Christ.  That we love one another is oneness in its fullness!

When two or three are gathered together in His name and have one mindset to glorify God through prayer, the Word tells us that the Spirit of the Lord is in our midst.  Matthew 18:20.  If the Spirit of the Lord is in our midst can we not, together, begin to tear down the strongholds … those places within us that are dominated by one or more negative characteristics?  Can we not help each other to rise above the things we are going through and help bring about a change in not only our own lives, but the lives of all those for whom we dare to pray?

Saints, Jesus said in Matthew 17:20, “if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move….” Believe me … we have such power that when we spiritually come together in one accord, we can move mountains!  We can move whatever ‘mountain’ stands in the way of our brethren … anger, greed, addiction, envy, etc.  We can tell it to “remove hence to yonder place; and it shall be removed.”  All this we can do through the power of the Holy Spirit within us.  Saints, Matthew 17:20 goes on to say that, “nothing shall be impossible to you.”  Just imagine your faith … the size of a mustard seed … joined with the faith of our brothers and sisters in Christ and then try to tell me what we can’t possibly do!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Broken Relationships
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What are your issues? Saints, last week our Lord and Father revealed a word to us about “Broken Relationships,” we had a two-part revelation. Let’s take a look at some issues surrounding “Broken Relationships.” 

Matthew 9:20 speaks of a woman who had an issue of blood for twelve years, who came behind Jesus just to touch the hem of His garment. This woman sought healing from her most pressing issue. What was that issue?  She suffered terribly from a disease that caused continual bleeding; this had gone on for twelve years. Her focus was on gaining healing from the issue. She did not surrender to the issue but, instead, took control of her situation and sought out the only One who had the power to heal her completely.

Saints, how many of us actually deal with the real issue -- the deep seated, root issue? I would have to say, probably not very many. Have you ever listened to someone who shared something with you concerning a situation, a person, or circumstance only to find out that something deeper was going on than what was actually being said? That person probably had some unresolved issues for which they had failed to seek the kind of help needed to bring about a change in their lives. People fail to come with a heart that reveals what’s really inside, instead they conceal much of the truth to cover up guilt, shame, and the possibility of being misunderstood. But Saints, today more than ever before, we must deal with the real issues, we must be able to minister to our brothers and sisters to build up and not tear down. 

Some people are very unhappy in their lives, and very often that unhappiness leads them to become filled with bitterness and resentment toward anyone who seems happy or who they perceive as someone who ‘has it all together’.  In our desire and call to help and encourage others, we are commanded to approach the various situations we will encounter in love.  However, there are times when some of us come into situations with subconscious ulterior motives because we have not dealt with our own issues.  Saints, we are all “wounded healers” and while we have been blessed to answer God’s call to minister to His people, we are not perfect; and, we too, may unknowingly still harbor resentment toward people who hurt us and caused us unbearable pain. We’re angry because we feel they ‘got over’ on us and we’ve never been able to release the pain and anger.

Remember the twin brothers Jacob and Esau? Genesis 25:27 tells us that Esau, the elder of the two, was a cunning hunter, a man of the field, and favored by his father.  Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents, and favored by his mother. Jacob harbored much jealousy toward his brother Esau because of his birthright as the oldest son.  It appears that his mother fed this jealousy in her favorite rather than instructing in a more positive manner and building up Jacob so that he could feel pride and contentment in his position as the younger son.  Instead, through deceit, she manipulated circumstances to ensure that Jacob received the first fruits of everything.  Between his own inherent jealousy and his mother’s manipulations, Jacob grew bitter and harbored much resentment against Esau and ultimately stole his brother’s birthright through trickery.  Jacob’s mother continued to give Jacob unsound advice, and Jacob had some issues because of this.  Those issues were deep seated enough that it took intervention from God, Himself, for Jacob to finally see the truth. Esau also had some issues because of his mother’s favoritism toward Jacob, and he grew to hate his brother Jacob. Genesis 27:41 

Here is an example of what often happens when we call ourselves giving advice and ministering to the spirit of one of our brothers or sisters in Christ in today’s world.  Let’s say a brother or sister comes to you and shares something with you about what another person has done to them. Instead of supplying them with sound, biblical, Godly advice you find yourself beginning to agree with them as they tear down that individual.  In reality, what you’re doing is feeding the root of their anger, hurt, pain, guilt, and shame by agreeing with your hurt sister or brother.  Why do I say this?  What has happened is you find yourself relating to their pain in some way.  Why is this happening?  It’s happening because you have not dealt with your own issues. You continually feed and strengthened that particular ‘stronghold’ in your life and in the lives of others. You feed the root of what your sister or brother has come to you about with your negative response and attitude toward the individual who caused the pain.  In failing to counsel forgiveness to your brother or sister in Christ so that healing may take place, you “stoke their furnace” of anger.  You talk about the offending person not only to the brother or sister who came to your for help, but you may go even further and spread things to others about the so-called offender when you don’t even know for sure everything that has been relayed to you is, in fact, true. Why do we do this? Many of us are afraid to step out in faith and minister effectively; still others have issues they have not dealt with themselves. Saints, when are we going to deal with the real issue – ours, as well as the real issues of those to whom we minister? If we have been hurt by someone and haven’t forgiven them, we need to seek God not only to heal that particular area of our psyche, but we also need to pray for the ability to forgive the offender so that we can move on and experience the abundant life.

Saints, you may personally know people who were hurt by someone fifteen, twenty years ago, and they can still remember it as if it were yesterday! Where is their healing and spiritual growth?  Why, after so long, are they (or maybe you) still harboring resentment, anger, and bitterness? Why are they not allowing God to heal them of that ‘stronghold’ which has left them, to this day, unfruitful and unable to move out and take control of their life?

Saints, the Spirit of the Lord is saying someone has been harboring a pain which God desires you give over to Him for healing and deliverance. If you have been harboring resentment toward a man or woman who may have left you for another, it is time you dealt with the real issue -- your pain -- and stop tearing them down because you still have feelings which have not been addressed. And, my brother, my sister, how are we ministering to each other? Is it in love? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

