Good Morning, Saints! Trust God, He will never forsake you!
Trust
We have lost precious time as we’ve tried to develop our trust in God. Nothing is able to bring back the lost time, but we can regain that which is needed to fully step out in faith and operate in the power of trust that is so essential to our successfully living out what God has purposed for our lives. 
From the beginning of time God purposed us to have dominion upon this earth. We were created to “have dominion over everything upon the earth.” Genesis 1:26. Even the sin of Adam did not change our purpose. Through Christ Jesus the original plan is still set. We must take dominion over what God has given into our hands.
We were created in the Lord’s image, and His purpose in our lives today is that we conform to the image of Christ … that we emulate Him, that we become more Christ-like in all our ways. How? The Word of God says, “be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind…” Romans 12:2a. Because of Adam’s sin each of us was born with a sin[ful] nature.  Only through Christ Jesus can we gain control over that sinful nature and walk in the Spirit of Him who is able to keep us.  Our minds must be renewed.  We do this – as well as transform our nature – by reading and meditating on the Word of God. Our renewal and transformation will not just “fall from the sky” and come upon us without effort but, God has promised that if we believe, nothing is impossible. 
I am learning to trust God in the ways He wanted us to trust Him from the beginning. Many times when things don’t go our way we give up. We fail to see that sometimes it’s necessary to revise the plan. Now listen to me carefully here, I did not say “give up the plan.”  When we are following the will of the Lord, we don’t give up.  But, Saints, we are called to use our discernment and recognize when it’s necessary to make a revision or two so that we can successfully complete the original plan.
Somebody ought to begin to praise the Name of the Lord. He is awesome, Saints, and I am a witness to His goodness. God never changed His original plan, but He did set in motion the revisions necessary to reconcile us back to Him so that we may walk in the original plan.  How many of us trust the Word of God? How many of us walk according to the Word of God?  How often do we take the time to apply the Word to our lives? 
Saints, for our sanctification we must abstain from those things that war against our ability to make the commitment to follow after the Word of God. The Word of God says, “… abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.” 1 Peter 2:11. We can not do business as usual. We can not take what we have learned as part of the world and make it fit in God’s Word. The two are contrary one to another. What we have come to know in the world has nothing to do with how God intended for us to live, walk, and conduct ourselves.
Your idea of trust is not what God considers to be trust. If you do this, I will trust you; if you lend yourself to my control then, and only then, can I begin to trust you. If you’re always available to me and never let me down, I will trust you. Human trust is built on conditions. The trust God wants us to be able to walk in and possess is unconditional! We trust Him because His Word tells us what is going to be, when it’s going to be, how it’s going to be, and where it’s going to be. We trust because we serve a mighty God and His Word tells us that He will never forsake us. His Word promises He will be there always and there is nothing in heaven, on or under the earth that can separate us from the love of God. His love is all we need to rely on because “God is love.”  1 John 4:16 
We must trust Him whom we cannot see with our natural eyes but, even so, we have faith.  We have faith even though we really don’t know exactly what we have faith in, but the Word of God says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1. Our hope is in God. We must begin to trust God the way in which He designed trust. If God said it, then I believe it. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. Do you believe that God would withhold any good thing from you? The Word of God says, “… no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Psalms 84:11b. 
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Good Morning Saints! Truly, God is all you need … do you really know that?

Cultivate

When you decide to cultivate the soil, you understand that you need to loosen up or break up to soil to prepare it for raising crops.  Sometimes you will have dark, rich soil that needs little other than seeds, sun and water.  Other times, you will find your soil is not the best for the crop you wish to grow and so you will feed and fertilize it to assure that all the proper nutrients are present for a successful crop.  When we cultivate, we do so with a heart full of expectation to reap a rich harvest in due season.  The Word of the Lord says, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Philippians 2:12. “To work out” is to cultivate your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

Paul is encouraging the church at Philippi to work out their salvation not just through the works of their hands but to work out their salvation through their faith.  In the case of Philippians 2:12, to “fear” is to reverence, to honor God in the way we are supposed to honor our Lord. To “work out” is a continuous effort on our part to cultivate Christian maturity.  Learning to ‘work it out’ in fear and trembling is a humbling experience and one we each need to have in order to serve with the willing heart expected. The Lord was encouraging the church at Philippi in the same way He encourages us today to work out our salvation by continually adopting His Word to our lives. Saints we must continuously cultivate our salvation … if we put it off for another day or let it go altogether we are hindering spiritual growth and maturity. 

Philippians 1:5-6 tells us that God has begun a good work in us … it says we are “… confident is of this very thing; that he which hath begun a good work in us will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” What has begun to work on the inside can be cultivated through our faith and commitment to trust the Word of God for our lives. Too many of us have settled for the comfort of someone else telling us about the Word instead of taking the lead and reading the Word for ourselves. God will perform it, but we must be willing to obey His commands and apply His truths to our lives. God won’t stop until it is finished, so why do we slow down or start wanting to give up? God has promised to never leave nor forsake us. His Word tells us if we would only ask we shall receive. John 16:24. The Philippians’ church had a desire to walk according to the Word of God. They sought out those things necessary for spiritual growth and maturity. They longed for the things of God, to apply His Word to their everyday lives. The Word of God tells us they were the only church to communicate with Paul about giving and receiving. Philippians 4:15. They had a desire to support the ministerial work of Paul.  They understood his work was for the Lord. 

We must be willing at all times to cultivate the Word in our lives.  We need to apply the truths of God’s Word to everything we do and everywhere we go. We must labor, Saints, for that which is non-perishable. Jesus said, “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the son of man shall give unto you.” John 6:27.  Remember, Saints, our labor is not in vain, we are encouraged to remain un-moveable, and to always abound in the work of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:58. Saints, the Word of God shall abide forever. Heaven and earth shall pass away but the Word of God will remain! If the Word of God is so sustainable why do we fail to follow after it to cultivate it in our lives? The things of God are nutritional and edifying. We must begin to cultivate the Word of God so that we fortify the root so that we are not tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine. 

We must humble ourselves with fear and trembling. We are encouraged to work out our own salvation by cultivating our faith. The Lord is able and will not give up or in, but we must mediate and apply the Word of God to our lives that we sin not against the Lord and do those things contrary to His Word. 
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Good Morning, Saints! Truly God is the God of all things, and that includes situations. 

Mercy

Have you ever received a direct call from God? A call that gave way to an assignment you were not particularly interested in undertaking? Our brother Jonah received such a call and when he heard what God had in mind, he was not too happy about it and he made a decision.  Jonah’s decision to run, is one most of us make at one time or another in our lives. The call – “the Word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying … The assignment – “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.” The non-verbal decision – disobey … RUN!  Jonah decided to flee to Tarshish which, to his mind, was far from the presence of the LORD. Jonah 1:1-2. 

Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria.  It was a nation whose beginning was reported in Genesis 10:12.  It was a prosperous nation that wasn’t too fond of the Children of Israel. The Children of Israel knew of the nation’s wickedness and were very conscious of their record of conquests among neighboring countries. At that time, Assyria was the dominant empire in Mesopotamia. They were a tortuous people and were responsible for many atrocities. History tells us that, among other things, they skinned their victims alive. God wanted Jonah to go to this very nation, a nation that had done so many unspeakable things. God wanted Jonah to deliver a warning to them … He wanted them to know that unless the people repented of their wicked ways they would be destroyed. Saints, can you imagine Jonah’s reaction when he got a call from the Lord.  I’ll bet Jonah sat straight up and listened attentively, thinking he was going to be told to go to his own people and speak the very words of God. But low and behold, the call was followed by something Jonah did not expect – an assignment that wasn’t about a word to his brethren but, rather, a word and a warning to a wicked, gentile nation. He must have thought he was being given the biblical version of a “Mission: Impossible!” “Assyria attacked the fortified cities of Judah and captured them” 2 Kings 18:13. They were a nation set on invasion and destruction. 

The Word of God tells us that all things were created by God. Revelations 4:11. And despite their behavior, the gentile nation of Nineveh was filled with people God loved and desired to show mercy.  God gave Jonah the assignment to go to these people so that they could know of the mercy of God. The Word of God reminds us that His mercy endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34. If it were not for the mercy of God, Jonah’s own life would not have been spared.  Just think about that for a moment, Saints.  In the midst of what God was calling Jonah to do, He was also about to show Jonah His mercy first hand as well.  Jonah fled.  I’m sure he must have thought he was running away from the assignment but, in actuality, he was attempting to run from the Lord. He probably didn’t think too long or hard about where he was running to, all he knew was that he did not want that assignment so fleeing to Tarshish, which about 2,000 miles from Jerusalem, must have seemed like it was far enough.

Even today, in the 21st Century, we make all kinds of non-verbal attempts to get away from God when we don’t want to do what God is calls us to or when we think His assignment is too difficult for us to achieve. Most often, we feel inadequate to successfully complete the task.  Some will even claim they don’t want to do it right now … they decide they don’t have time to do the Lord’s work because they have ‘other fish to fry’.  It may or may not have anything to do with whether they agree with what God is asking them to do. Quite frankly, sometimes it’s just because they’re all caught up in their own fleshly desires.

There are a number people written about in Holy Scripture we can look to who used that reasoning.  Let’s look at God’s call to Moses.  Moses though he wasn’t eloquent enough to speak to Pharaoh on behalf of God. Exodus 4:10.  Ananias, along with Sapphira his wife, were caught up in their own fleshly desires … their greed … and, instead of giving all of they had in response to a congregational call to sell all their goods and divide the proceeds amongst the body of Christ, they not only held back some of their profit but, on top of that, decided to lie to the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:1-5.  Finally we have those who think they can run from the Lord. When the call to ministry comes … whether as a minister, pastor, or evangelist … many think they can run away from God … either physically or mentally … and not be found. Psalms 139 is a testament that there is no place you can go that God is not able to find you nor his mercy able to reach. We are reminded that the Lord fills the heaven and the earth. Jeremiah 23:24. 

God’s mercy endures and His Word is true – “… whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7.  Jonah fled.  The result was that he was tossed into the sea and swallowed by a great fish. You and I can flee from the call of the Lord, and while God is, indeed, merciful we will suffer the results of our flight.  When we eventually figure out it’s more important to heed the call of the Lord, we’ll come back and guess what we’ll do … we will complete what God called us to do from the beginning.

Jonah, from the belly of the great fish, called out to God. He was at his lowest and remembered the Word of the Lord. He “cried by reason of [his] affliction unto the LORD, and [God] heard [Jonah]; out of the belly of hell cried [Jonah], and [God heard his] voice.” Jonah 2:2.  Jonah cried with a heart filled with repentance, and God mercifully delivered him from the belly of the great fish. The people of Nineveh were disobedient to the truths of God. They had fallen deeply into sin and their sins were known to the Lord. After hearing the preaching of Jonah, the people of Nineveh – from the greatest to the least among them – proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth with a repentant heart.  Jonah 3:5. God, in His awesome mercy, delivered not only Jonah but the people of Nineveh. Because of Jonah’s preaching and the repentance of the people of Nineveh, the city was spared.  Jonah repented of his disobedience, fear and attempt to hide from God, and the people of Nineveh called a country-wide fast repenting of their sins and blessed the Lord for the mercy God showed them.  The Word of the Lord says that “because of their repentant heart, God repented of the evil He had said He would do to them; and He did it not.” Jonah 3:10. 

God’s mercy does endure forever but what a man sows, he will most assuredly reap.  We need to understand this and walk in obedience to the Lord so as to not suffer needlessly. God wants to deliver us as much as He wanted to deliver the people of Nineveh. Jesus began his ministry with these words, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 3:2. To repent is not simply saying, “I’m sorry!”  Repenting requires a change in our way of thinking and doing.

The Lord is standing at the door of your heart calling your name, asking you to come unto His throne by way of His Son whom He sent to die for your sins. The Word of God tells us, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. There is a way that seems right today. A way that will tempt you to run to it and embrace it with open arms, but the Word of God says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12. 
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Good Morning, Saints! Trust God, He will never forsake you!

Come Out

Saints, sometimes we have to just go, leave the environment and even family members in order to receive what God has for us.  Sometimes we need to clean house and redefine who we are by taking a step out in faith and sweep the comfort area clean. “The LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee.” Genesis 12:1.  At God’s command, Abram left the land of the Chaldeans where the people served other gods. This land and its people were not focused on the one true God but, instead, worshipped many gods of their own creation.

Saints, not too many of us get hooked into worshipping calves made of gold and other so-called gods in the world we live in today.  But we most certainly do get caught up in people, places, and things that have nothing to do with the Lord.  On top of that many get caught up in behaviors … addictions, for example … which, for some people, become almost god-like in their pull on our lives.  If we examined them even a little, we would find that the vast majority of the things and people we find so compelling are against God and the things of God.  When the Lord called Abram to get out of that country, get away from his kin (His people), and to get away from the house of his father, God wasn’t trying to be mean and make Abram feel uncomfortable by putting him in a strange land among strange people.  Abram was called to come out so that God could lead him to where He wanted him and show Abram how He was going to bless him.  But first, Abram had to do something … he had to come out!  And let me tell you something, Saints, when the Lord calls you will not always have the luxury of being able to sit and think about what you’re going to do.  Sometimes, the call comes for you in such a way that you just have to do it. The Word of the Lord says, “… come out from among them, and be ye separate ...” 2 Corinthians 6:17. We are always called to come out from among the ungodly and from those things and people who are distractions to our being all we can be in God.  God requires our obedience; and, often, the first step in obedience to the Lord is … coming out. 

We know that before the call to Abram, the people of the earth were doing whatever their hearts desired. They did not recognize the Lord God, Jehovah.  Instead, they worshipped the works of their own hands and that which they could comprehend with their own minds. Before the great flood, “the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and every thought in his heart was continually evil.”  Genesis 6:5.  God destroyed the earth and all of its inhabitants except Noah and his family.  Because of this salvation event, the earth was repopulated once again through Noah’s sons:  Shem, Ham and Japheth.  Abram was of Shem’s lineage.  Sadly, we know that neither the mass destruction caused by the flood nor the salvation mercy shown to Noah and his family did not result in long-lived obedience to God nor recognition of His sovereignty. 

Saints, most people start out with knowledge of the One, True God. Because of situations and circumstances we sometimes neglect to pass down the truths and teachings about God to our children, and our descendents are deprived of knowledge of God’s truths and possess – maybe –  only a shadowy form of His Godliness to acknowledge His existence.  The Word of God says we are to turn away from those, “Having a form of godliness, but [who deny] the power thereof …” 2 Timothy 3:5. That was Abram’s world.  That was the world he was born into, a world that had been repopulated through Noah and his sons – men who knew not only the power, but the mercifulness of the Lord firsthand.  This was a period of separation from God. But then God when called upon Abram, He began the process of reconciliation and blessed all of us through the loins of Abram.   The Lord said unto Abram, “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:2-3.  Abram was going to be blessed … WHY?  Was he someone special?  No, the Word of God tells us “there is no respect of persons with God.” Romans 2:11. 

Even today, God desires to bless someone, to heal someone, to set someone free! He is calling you and me to get out!  It is time you left that man, that woman, that situation, or that environment and trust God.  Saints, God is able to do all things but fail. He wants to bless you, but you have to move! Now, I can hear some of you saying, “Humph!  If God wants to bless me, then He can do it right where I am. He can bless me while I’m living the way I am. He is a mighty and a holy God that can do anything!”  Saints, I agree with you … we do serve a holy, mighty, and awesome God who is able to do all things. But, we also serve a God who does things in order, in decency and, who believes in excellence. We serve a Holy God whose desire is for us to be holy as well. How long do you think Abram would have concentrated on the Lord and the things of God in the midst of an unholy people?  How blessed could he have been if he was tempted daily by what was going on in his very own home? The people around him may have begun to mock him, tease him, beat him up because of his difference or even try to kill him for the things he tried to stand for. Do you think you’re stronger than Abram?  Can you be around sin and still be able to do the things the Lord wants you to do?  For a time, probably yes.  But to have relationship with God, you must come up from among those people and those environments whose only desire to tear you down.  “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24. 

God is calling you today, and He’s telling you to get out! I am encouraging you with His Word to listen and to move now. I don’t know what, where, or how but I do know the Word of God is true and I know you are able to get out for God said, “I will not leave nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! Trust God, He will never forsake you!

Prove It

Are you a brother or sister who doubts everything?  Do you have to see it to believe it? Do you have to have some concrete assurance that it is really going to happen before you’ll make a commitment?  Maybe you have a desire for something and ask the Lord, but in your heart you doubt you’ll ever get it or doubt you even deserve it. How about those of us who call ourselves Christians … we should know better, right?  Unfortunately, we’re often the worst offenders when it comes to trusting in the Lord and having faith that we will receive what we ask of the Lord.  We don’t doubt the Lord can it … we mainly doubt that He will do it. It is imperative that we don’t doubt when we ask something of the Lord.  The Word of the Lord says, “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” James 1:6. 

To doubt is to be uncertain, to question, to fear. God’s Word is our proof of certainty.  To doubt brings our faith in the might, the power, and the abilities of God into question.  To fear is totally against His Word, for we know that “God has not given us the spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound-mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  I have sought the Lord on many occasions for all kinds of things. I have trusted and had faith but, in my heart, I would doubt – not because I thought God was unable to do it. I have always known that I serve a mighty God able to do all things. But I’ve doubted when I began to have thoughts that maybe He didn’t want to do what I prayerfully requested; maybe I wasn’t good enough; maybe I shouldn’t have even dared ask such a thing of the Lord. My expectation was limited because I chose to listen to thoughts the enemy planted in my mind and because I started believing that which I was accustomed to seeing in with my natural eyes. Saints, you can doubt without even knowing you doubt! You may, like I’ve done from time to time, come up with all kinds of excuses designed to cover up the fact that you doubt. The Word of God teaches us that wavering (doubting) is against God and causes our prayers to be held up. “… He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6. You must believe and have faith that what you seek from the Lord will be done. 

It is so important for us to study to show ourselves approved. We must study the Word of God and draw near to Him so that He will draw near to us. We must get to know the Lord and the things of God in order for us to experience His blessings upon our lives.  To know God is to know who we are in God and to understand what we are capable of doing.  Jesus said, “Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.” Mark 11:23.   We are so used to being taken advantage of, being used, and lied to continuously by so many people … great and small … that we humans have pretty much lost our ability to take anyone’s word without some degree of doubt in our minds. Based on what we see and experience in our everyday lives, it doesn’t even make sense to not doubt the word of our fellow man.  These negative experiences had shaped and molded us in such a way that it has damaged our ability to come unto Jesus as little children … full of faith, trust, hope and belief. 

We have to start unlearning some things in order for us to experience the truth of God. How can we doubt when the whole basis of our faith is grounded in our ability and willingness to trust and believe without wavering? A wave of the sea is tossed back and forth.  It can remain in one spot, but not for long.  As we are blessed by the Lord, we are to stay in one spot … the spot of trust. When trials and tribulations come our way, we are challenged on every side.  We lose focus and are tossed to the other side … the side that represents doubt. We become fearful and, while we know that God is able, we doubt He will do it.  We look at the situation, we take note of the timing involved and we decide, within ourselves, that it may not happen. What Jesus said in Mark 11:23 has no value for us because, once again, we have failed to understand who we are in God and what we are capable of doing when we abide in Him. We are stuck in that mindset … God may not come through for us. We ask but, in the back of our minds, we are being led by the situation instead of trusting God that the situation is in His able and mighty hands. 

Today, Saints, take a look at why you doubt. What has happened that you are not operating in the power you have through faith to call those things that be not as though they are. You have the power, but you lack the faith. You have the ability, but you fail to acknowledge the power source. You can do all things, but you are trying to do them outside of Christ. Make a decision to stop doubting and give it to the Lord believing that what He says … He is able to do!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! Trust God, He will never forsake you!

Self Surrender

God blessed me with the word ‘surrender’. I began to surrender some things I had been going through. I surrendered my desires.  I’d done that before, but this time I surrendered them by calling them out specifically one-by-one. The bible says, “Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed.” James 1:14. Our lusts (fleshly desires) bring forth sin and sin brings death. I’ve made it a habit to surrender the day’s events:  all those pains, hurts and fears … everything and anything that is not of God and that keeps me bound. All of those desires had kept me locked in a stalemate, unable to do the things of the Lord as effectively as I could.  I encourage you to do the same. Jesus said, “If anyone will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Matthew 16:24. 

There are many accounts in both the Old and New Testaments of “self surrender.” Abraham abandoned friends, family and his native country to go to a land unknown to him because God called him to do so (Genesis 12:1). He was willing to give up all of his cherished hopes in his only son, Isaac, at the voice of God (Genesis 22:1-18). Moses, at the call of Yahweh, surrendered self, and undertook the deliverance of his fellow Hebrews (Ex 3:1 through 4:13). The prophets throughout the Old Testament gave up living their lives in the way they desired in order to live the life God desired for them.

In the New Testament, self-surrender is even more clearly set forth. Christ's teachings and example give it a special emphasis. It is a prime requisite for becoming His disciple (Mt 10:38 f; 16:24; Lk 9:23-24, 59 f; 14:27, 33). When certain of the disciples were called they left all and followed (Mt 4:20; 9:9; Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27). We must completely surrender self, father, mother, kindred.  Actually, one's own life must be, as it were, hated for His sake (Lk 14:26). For the sake of Christ and to operate in the power of God I personally surrender those things that keep me bound, in discontent, and that are contrary to the things of the Lord on a daily basis. Have you ever wondered why you are so stressed out, why you feel so frustrated and why you have so much trouble just doing basic things? Maybe you have not surrendered those things in your life that are contrary to the Lord. You can not serve God and man. You can not do the things of the Lord and what you desire as well. They do not mix.   

So why self-surrender? What does it profit us to surrender all and follow after the things of God? I hear you saying, “Our fleshly desires are there because of God, right?” The Word of the Lord says, “…abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.” 1 Peter 2:11. We have desires, yes, but what we fail to do is to put those desires into the proper perspective. Subject them to the will of the Lord. We must begin to surrender those things – those sins that so easily beset us – if want to live a life that is pleasing and dedicated to the Lord. God sees into our heart!  Many of us say we have surrendered all to the Lord but, in our heart, we are still holding on to things that are not of Him. We are afraid that if we surrender our desires we’re not going to be happy with what God wants for our life. The disciples had to give up in order to reap the blessings to be had by walking according to the Word of God. Remember, the light has no place in darkness unless, of course, we are affecting a situation by our light. Surrender what you feel today, surrender what you may have heard, seen and thought to the Lord. This may (and can) be done on a daily basis and many times throughout the day. How many times are we challenged by the actions and attitudes of others? How often do we want to give back, in kind, what they have done to us?  That’s what the world expects us to do. But God wants us to surrender that hurt and that anger Him. And as we surrender those negatives, we begin to walk in the positive and have an opportunity to pray for those that hurt us instead of telling them off.  When we surrender those things to God, we have an opportunity to give a word of encouragement to our enemy, instead of retribution. 

We are at a point in time where it’s essential for us to surrender so that we may receive and walk in the power of God. If you desire to do a work for the Lord, if you want to be in His presence while singing His praises and speaking of His goodness, then you must surrender those things that will get in the way!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord. 

Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The Lie

The lie I’ve been living has taken over. The choice I made to walk on both sides of the line has me continually questioning who I am and what it all means. I feel unstable, confused, and out of control.  Saints, have you ever said something like that or felt that way?  Do you know others who have admitted to having similar feelings? The Word of God says, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8. 

God’s Word warns against being double-minded. We have to make a choice – we’re either going to stand for what is right or live a lie and remain in a state of utter confusion. When we try to live according to the Word (bible) and follow the statutes of the Lord on one hand yet still hang onto “life” according to the world, we cause ourselves a lot of undo stress. It’s as if we want to apply the truths of the Word of God to our lives, but we don’t want to stop living (generally translated “having fun”) according to the world. We still want to ‘hang out’ and do all those things we used to do. We desperately want to hold onto what and who we used to be.  Many of us hold onto the familiar because, even though the other side may have caused pain and frustration, it’s comfortable … it’s what we know.

The Word of God says, “… if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. If accepting Christ as Lord and Savior makes us a new creature, why are we so set upon continuing to live as if we’re still in the world?  Many have claimed the Lord as Savior … but they just can’t let go!  Saints, today, I encourage you to remember that as you “Draw nigh to God; he will draw nigh to you.  [You must begin to] cleanse your hands, and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” James 4:8. 

Are you still lying and falling prey to the desires of the flesh?  Are you trying to manipulate those around you under the guise that you’re just trying to protect them?  Let’s get real … we often do what the flesh wants because we think our past experiences and suffering gives us a right to behave in the manner we do. Saints, the Word of God says, “draws nigh unto him and he will draw nigh unto you.” And if God is drawing near to you, do you honestly believe you can continue to live in the old ways?  If you’re beginning to know the Lord, don’t you think that the desire to live a life that is pleasing to the Him will come upon you and become stronger each day as you grow stronger in the Lord? You’re not fooling any one but yourself, my brother, my sister. God knows your heart.  The Word of God says, “… for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7. He knows you intimately ... you can bank on it! 

Let’s think awhile about our brother, Lot. If you’ll recall, Lot was Abraham’s nephew.  Lot and his family, servants, retainers and animals were traveling along with Abraham toward the land which God had promised to lead Abraham.  Because the number of people and animals was so great, the land could not support all of them and there was strife between the two camps.  Eventually, it became obvious that they had to separate into two distinct bands and go their separate ways because in order to give each man, his family, servants and animals sufficient space, food and water supplies.  Lot chose to go to the Plain of Jordan because, “when he lifted up his eyes [he] saw that it was well watered every where.” Genesis 13:10.  Now, a good water supply is much to be desired especially when you’ve got a lot of animals, and so you might think the Plain of Jordan was a pretty good choice for Lot.  However, water and grazing land were not the only things situated in the Plain of Jordan … Sodom and Gomorrah were there as well

Sodom and Gomorrah were legendary … even in their own time … for being filled with wickedness and sin.  They were everything Lot should have run from, not toward. Please take the time to read Chapter19 of the Book of Genesis and discover anew the outcome of Lot’s decision to move to a place that not only was not of God but was a place where even a good man (which Lot was) could not be a positive influence on the inhabitants.

Just like Lot, many of us choose places that look good to our natural eyes … to places that appear to be beneficial to our physical well-being and prosperity.  Lot knew of the Lord but the lusts of the world were still in his heart. Many of us know the goodness of the Lord, but our fleshly desire to live according to this world supersedes our desire to follow after the things of God. Saints, how many times do we look at what is ‘out there’ and get drawn in only to come out feeling confused, frustrated, and oppressed? 

Saints, it’s time for us to wake up and stop living in the past and stop making excuses for our actions based on what happened in our lives when you were younger. Stop being manipulated by those with whom you may have had a relationship, start living for the Lord. Stop blaming others for how you turned out. The Word of God is true, you are a new creation and it does not matter where you’ve been but, rather, where you are going. Do you want to receive all God has for you? Is living a lie something you are proud of? Do you want to live a life that is pleasing to the Lord? Choose today whom you will serve.  We are a new creation and we must begin to cleanse our hands and purify our hearts through the Word of God!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints! Trust God, He will never forsake you!

Recognize

Since receiving the call to the office of minister I have been convicted continually. My desire to live a life of integrity that is recognizable to all as part and parcel of my being and my call has meant that I’ve had to change some things in my life. I wanted and needed to rid myself of some things I considered hindrances to hearing the Lord. I want to live a life that is undefiled … inside and out. The Word of God says there are some who “… profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” Titus 1:16. 

There are many false preachers in the world.  They proselytize in the Name of God and draw in countless numbers of God’s children with flawed and/or false teaching.   Matthew 7:15 tell us to “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”  There are many false prophets in the world doing their “own thing.”  

Many are called, Saints, but some are trying to bring the things of the world into the work of the Lord. They are following after their own fleshly lusts, thinking they can live the way they want and still do what God has called them to do. Are there any who have stayed the course? Are there any among us who will surrender all to do what God has called them to do?  Thankfully, God has chosen a select few who have not given in to the ways of the world or the temptations of the enemy.  These few will not stop doing His work. 

I am set for the defense of the gospel. My desire is to carry the Word further than my heart and mind can even imagine. I want to make sure that I represent the Lord in spirit and in truth. Not in word only, but also in deed.  A minister is more than a preacher. A minister must be ready to serve others, and I have a strong desire to serve, to bless others, and to give according to their need. This has always been a desire of mine ... I want to see people healed, set-free, and delivered. I’ve wanted to see people happy from my youth.

If you are called to ministry, it is your duty to walk in integrity and live your life as an example for all to see.  I can’t live a life exemplifying Christ if I do not apply the Word of God to my life. I can’t preach against fornication if I am practicing it myself. I can’t preach about living holy if I am caught up in gossip and bringing people down. I can not preach or teach against lying if I can’t tell the truth myself. I can’t preach or teach about living a life pleasing to the Lord if I am doing things contrary to His Word. If I fail to believe that God’s Word is true and if I fail to stand in faith believing all that is written within His Word, I can not help lead anyone to Christ. Isn’t that our primary duty and call as Christians … to lead those who are lost to Christ? It is not about us nor is it about our getting what we want. We are vessels to be used by God to do what He desires. 

I, and all those called to minister the Word of God, must study and qualify ourselves, so that we may be able to perform the work of a minister. Some of the responsibilities of a minister are: officiating at baptisms, weddings and funerals; ordaining others to the ministry; visiting the sick; pastoral counseling and, when necessary, establishing new congregations. We know that Jesus ordained the twelve disciples – Mark 3:14. 

My ordination is fast approaching but I’m not concentrating on that piece of paper, Saints. The piece of paper does not qualify me to do what Jesus has assigned me to do. In the Old Testament, we read that God ordained times and seasons, as well as the lives of people.  Even David and Samuel ordained many to serve in positions (offices). After Jesus was resurrected the apostles agreed to appoint (ordain) two people to apostleship – Acts 6:5-6. I am not trusting in a piece of paper, though I am proud to get it for the sake of others. Many put all their confidence in credentials but, as for me, I have been ordained by God since I was young enough to feel the pain, hurt, and fear of others.

Saints, the Word of Encouragement was given to me by the Lord. It is an evangelism tool for each of you who may have trouble talking about salvation to others. All you have to do is share the Word of Encouragement and allow God to do the rest. Know that my heart, my mind and my spirit are set to continue to do what God has called me to do.  I am committed to all of you and will continue to pray and bring you what God gives me! Saints, pray for my strength. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Lift Up His Name

In spite of what you’re going through now, what you’ve experienced in the past or what someone has done to you, lift up the name of Jesus. The Word of God says, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” John 12:32.  The culmination of Christ’s death and resurrection is signified by His being "lifted up from the earth.” Christ died for our sins and through His death and resurrection we have been given power, for dwelling within us is the Spirit of God.

The Word of God tells us that the enemy (devil) is busy, “he is come to steal, kill, and destroy ...” John 10:10.  There are many times when we’re stressed and frustrated and we don’t understand that those feelings are quite often a direct ploy of the devil to steal our joy and peace of mind.  This morning I woke up praising God, over and over in my head and then from my lips came the verse, “I am lifting up the name of Jesus.”  I turned on the radio and heard a song called, “There is Something About that Name, Jesus.” I didn’t put it all together until I began to write this Word of Encouragement.  Saints, we must lift up the Name of Jesus at all times. We have to stand on His truths and believe His Word that promises us peace, joy, and a sound-mind. God wants us to be whole and He wants us to live a prosperous life. 

How are we to be lifted up to acknowledge the power of God which is found in Christ Jesus?  We must continually seek the way and give God the praise and glory and thank Him for all things. Lift Him up today for in Christ is found all things that are holy, prefect, and wonderful. He is the key to our happiness, success, and well-being. I lifted up His name today.  I lifted Him above the pain, hurt, fear, and doubt. I chose to praise Him instead of complaining. I chose to call on His Name instead of calling a friend. I made the decision to trust the Name of the Lord instead of leaning to my own understanding. Read about some of the sufferings of Paul in 2 Corinthians Chapter 11.  See the place he got to as a result of all he had to suffer. Paul said, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10. When we are weak because of the circumstances of our lives, we are in position of strength! We have knowledge of the way, but we sometimes fail to follow the way of Our Lord. Christ was lifted up in order to draw all men to Him. There is only one place to go and that is to the rock which is higher than us. The Word of God says, “From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalms 61:2. 

Some times the cry is deep and the hurt is blinding. We must however, stand firm and trust God’s Word which says, He shall never leave nor forsake us. We are covered and the Word of God reminds us that no weapon formed against us is going to prosper. We are not going under; we are not going to have to do it again. We fall, but we are not utterly cast out! We go through … but, like our brother Paul, when we are weak then we are at our strongest. Our strength is in our being able to lift Him up through pain, confusion, loneliness, depression, and all other issues that we go through. We will have tribulations but Jesus said, “… be of good cheer I have over come the world.” John 16:33.  He was lifted up so that we may walk in continual victory. You can overcome what you are feeling today for you have the power to lift Him above all today. Be of good cheer, God is near to keep, protect, and deliver you. 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 
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Some times the cry is deep and the hurt is blinding. We must however, stand firm and trust God’s Word which says, He shall never leave nor forsake us. We are covered and the Word of God reminds us that no weapon formed against us is going to prosper. We are not going under; we are not going to have to do it again. We fall, but we are not utterly cast out! We go through … but, like our brother Paul, when we are weak then we are at our strongest. Our strength is in our being able to lift Him up through pain, confusion, loneliness, depression, and all other issues that we go through. We will have tribulations but Jesus said, “… be of good cheer I have over come the world.” John 16:33.  He was lifted up so that we may walk in continual victory. You can overcome what you are feeling today for you have the power to lift Him above all today. Be of good cheer, God is near to keep, protect, and deliver you. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The Look

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” Matthew 5:44.  Saints, I’ve talked to a whole lot of people who cried tears of pure desperation, been depressed and felt oppressed because of what other people, in the church mind you, have done to them. How do you love your enemy when they are wreaking havoc in your life? 

You’ve been giving me the look ever since I stepped into the church building. You’ve called me out of my name and torn me down from the inside out. I shared my testimony believing someone might be healed and set-free because of the awesomeness of God only to have you use it as ammunition against me. I came to church believing that I could, for once, be apart of a family, that I could sing before the Lord and make a joyful noise because He saved my soul. I had been beaten, raped, and taken advantage of continually. I came from a broken home, where my parents did not want me. Men have used me and, as a result, I’ve done some things of which I am ashamed.  I came to the Lord broken and He promised to heal me, set me free, and deliver me. I took His hand and have never looked back. Before I met Christ, I was angry all the time. I used to do horrible things to people because I felt I didn’t deserve to be loved. I wanted to punish myself through self-destructive behavior. But when I walked into the house of the Lord, I was surprised to see folks resembling the very people I had hung with and engaged in sinful acts with sitting right beside me in the pew. 

You who are not ashamed to call on the Name of Jesus and you who praise His name as if you know Him sit there tearing down His people, your brothers and sisters. You cry tears of supposed joy and happiness but when I look at you, you turn the other way. When I cross your path you whisper how ugly I am. When I sit beside you, you get up and walk away. You have caused me such pain and, as a result of my weakness and lack of faith, I resorted back to what I knew. I ran. I ran from the Lord and from your faces believing that getting away from you was going to help me to be the person God had called me to be. I wanted to stay because I loved God so much. I wanted to hang in there but you were so mean to me. I ran.  But what you didn’t know was that God was drawing my husband. I’d been praying for his salvation for some time and he had just started coming to church. I was so happy, but that’s when you and your crew intensified your attack. You began bringing up my past and trying to make me believe that I was that same person that I had not changed. Why? Why would you do this to me? You don’t even know me or what God brought me from. I’ve done nothing to you! All I wanted was to go to church and praise God for who He is and for what He had done in my life. I wanted to be in His presence, and you treated me badly for no reason. I was dealing with so much, but you didn’t know and, more importantly, you didn’t care. I’ve been reading the Word of God, and drawing closer to Him but you’ve caused me to run … that’s what I do when I feel threatened. 

The Word of God says, “[I am] a new creation because I am in Christ, old things are passed away and behold all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. I am a new creation; I am not the woman/man I used to be. Why do you judge me as if God has not saved you from your sins? The Word of God says, “… God is the judge of all …” Hebrews 12:23. I ran because out of fear but God’s Word tells me that I do not have a spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound-mind. I have the power to stand in the midst of adversity. I have a sound mind to pray for you even though you use me in such a spiteful manner. The Word of God says, “Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. I gave up because I was tired and scared and I forget to draw once again upon His Word, “… greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world.”1 John 4:4. I will no longer allow the enemy, who is using you to bring shame, hurt, and pain against me any longer. The weapons of my weapon are not carnal. I do not trust in myself but in God, the rock that is higher than I. I will stand because God has spoken, no weapon formed against me shall prosper. I will stand because my Lord, my Savior, my King, and my God is with me and has promised to never leave or forsake me. To God be the glory for what He is able to do and what you don’t have the power to do. 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Living in the Past

How many of us live in the past? We look back to those things we had to experience in order to get to where we are today. Paul said, “… [forget] those things which are behind, and [reach] forth unto those things which are before.” Philippians 3:13b. 

How many of us can forget the past in such a way that we do not allow it to predict our future? We hold on to what we knew and the comfort we thought we had. We fail to let go of how we used to be ... how cool we were, how handsome, fine, the money we may have had. We look at the past with feelings of envy and hope that just maybe we can get some of that glory of who we were back. It is sad that many of us, now that we are in Christ, look back as if we could actually get back there. I hear many people say, “If only I had done things differently, if only I could be the way I was.” Don’t you realize that you are a new creation and that the old things have passed away and everything that is now in your life is new? Don’t you realize the blessings that are in store for you now and that God has determined to give you all things? What lies before you is what you should be concentrating on but instead, due to your inability to trust God fully, you live in the past. The past where you thought you were something but, in actuality, you were only a vessel satan chose to use whenever and however he pleased. 

Tell me my sister, my brother do you really want to go back now that you are walking in truth?  Because of their fear, the Children of Israel wanted to go back to the very place of bondage after they had been delivered. They looked to where they were headed … the Promised Land that God had purposed for them … and because of their fear and their spiritual blindness they could not even imagine the good that was in store for them. Instead, they hungered for the bondage they had known believing that was better. At the first sign of adversity they said, “… Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt.” Exodus 14:11. Saints, they hadn’t even gotten out of Egypt good and when they saw that Pharaoh was in hot pursuit they feared instead of trusting God for what was to come. They only thought about what was back in Egypt … food, shelter, and a means of living no matter how menial.  Can you imagine looking back and only seeing food and shelter and not the bondage they were in? This is how the enemy entraps us, he keeps us looking back and thinking about what we used to do … without seeing the sin … only the supposed joy and glory we knew “back in the day.” You have been delivered from sin.  You’ve been set free, yet you can only see what you had and fail to acknowledge the sin and subsequent bondage you were in. 

Saints, you are now in the Kingdom of God. You have been set apart and given an awesome opportunity. Jesus said, “… No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.” Luke 10:62.  You can try to do the work of the Lord and have your priorities in the past.  There is a condition … your faith … to doing God’s work.  He requires your faith to do what He has purposed you to do. The Children of Israel looked back, murmured, complained, bickered. They never held to the awesome thing God had done for them. They had been in bondage for 400 years! Crying out to the Lord desiring to be saved and when God showed up … He showed out! He showed His power, His might, and His love for them. God has shown up in your life as well.  He showed out again and delivered you from drugs, dysfunction, anger, homosexuality, and other forms of bondage and sin, only to have you look back and then desire to go back. I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “My sister leave it behind.  He is not worth your looking to go back.”  “My brother you made a decision to leave. Don’t think about taking her back because she’s crying again, has promised to do better again, and has threatened suicide if you don’t come back to her. Entrust her into the hands of the Lord, the one who is able!!!”
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Emotional Hold

It is an emotional hold. A hold that draws me when I have made a decision to leave; a hold that brings me back to a dreadful situation; a hold that calls me day and night only to bring anguish and cause stress in my life. The emotional hold in my life is you. We parted ways but still you entrap me with your protests, threats, crying, pleading, and constant calling. My mind can not process what needs to be done because you have ensnared my thoughts. I have no peace of mind, no joy, no desire to do what I know I should be doing. I am entrapped by your constant reminders of what was. The Word of God says, “Thou shall keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trusts in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 

My mind was stayed on the Lord, but I keep going back. I open the door for you to call, to come over, to ask for what you need so I can help you out.  So many times I’ve opened the door to you even when my God warned me to keep it closed.  I thought I could be of some help to you, but you just drained the desire out of me to do anything else. I can’t think straight, pray, or cry out to God. I know I shouldn’t have been trying to help you when only He, and He alone, is able. I can’t handle the emotional strain, but God is able to handle all things. Why do I constantly fall back into the trap of aiding your inability to put your full trust in God and not in me? I am blocking what God desires to do in your life as well as mine, and I’m causing myself pain and distress. 

I want to stop, but don’t know how.  I want to close that door but I’m so afraid I’ll open it up again. I want to give it to the Lord.  Actually, I have given it to Him, but I always take it back. I keep feeling I can help and be of some assistance but, once again, my thoughts to do well are only a trick of the enemy and, once more, I am ensnared by you and your needs and unable to build healthy relationships. I don’t want to be alone, but somehow, deep inside, I know that if I don’t release myself from your emotional hold I will only live a life dedicated to making sure you are happy.

What a dynamic and systematic bag of tricks the enemy uses against God’s people ... the emotional hold of love, of past relationships, and the kind of hold that brings a man to utter destruction. The emotional hold that brings women to a place of forgetfulness when it comes to doing anything for herself. The emotional hold is a weapon that is seldom recognized by the ensnared. Do you really feel an obligation to her or him? Do you allow your feelings of sadness, that feeling of just feeling sorry for someone, to take precedence over the very Word of God? 

What did Delilah have over Samson? Nothing really, but the enemy used her to entice, ensnare, and entrap him by drawing him away from God and righteousness through his own lusts. Saints, she wore him down so that eventually he turned around and gave away a secret he was supposed to have held. How did she do this? Samson was drawn away by his lust for her, a woman he had no business going after in the first place. The Word of God tells us Delilah “… pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death.” Judges 16:16. He not only left the door open to her, but he invited her in time and time again. That emotional hold was his weakness and the open door was her invitation to get what she and the Philistines wanted. The Word of God tells us, “… he told her all his heart …” and told her how to take his power. Judges 16:17. 

Saints, not only is it time to close the door, but it’s also time to ask God to release you from the emotional hold that woman or that man has over you today. We are commanded in Matthew 22:37 to “… love God with all our heart, souls and minds.”  If we do this, then He is in control of our emotions and our psychological and spiritual well-being. Saints, we are free, please don’t  allow a woman or man to hold you captive through an emotional hold.
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Unfeigned Faith
Is your faith genuine or are you just going through the motions? Is your faith sincere in God? Paul said to Timothy, “When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.” 2 Timothy 1:5. What is unfeigned faith? Unfeigned means sincere and genuine. What resided in Timothy’s mother and grandmother was unfeigned, genuine faith in Christ and the things of God. 

Saints, at some point we must move from the surface faith that resides in most of us and grab hold of what is genuine. Many times it is fear that keeps us still and holds us back from the possibilities of what could happen. Our faith must be genuine and sincere. Sincerity is the state of being hones and genuine. It is a condition of the heart to remain steadfast and unmovable. Unmovable through circumstances and situations that are contrary to truth and what God is able to do. It can not be severely shaken by circumstance or situations. It must remain steadfast in the Word of God and what God has promised to His beloved. We are His beloved, His children, and His desired. We can not doubt what the Word of God says and we must begin to walk in it completely. How many times have we prayed fervently, believing wholeheartedly only to have something totally contrary to our prayer happen and we’ve done what … lost faith?  When that situation is true, we can be sure our faith was not sincere. Had it been sincere, nothing would be able to sway us from believing that what we initially entrusted to God He is able to do … in His time. Fear may set in but the Word of God says, “God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 2:7. Our faith must remain sincere and genuine. Nothing should be able to turn us from truth grounded in God.

Jesus said He has given us peace, His peace. He charged us to not let our hearts be troubled or afraid. John 14:27.  If we will just lean on the Lord, Jesus Chris, we will have no need to be troubled or afraid, for the peace of God resides.  Jesus’ peace is perfect in every way and is able to keep us through all adversity. The peace of God passes all understanding and is able to keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7.  If our faith is sincere and genuine, what are we afraid of?  If we trust in the Word of God, what does it matter when things happen contrary to the prayer we trustingly offered up to God? Saints “we have not received a spirit of bondage which leads, again, to fear instead, we have received the Spirit of adoption whereby we may cry out, Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15. God is our Father and will not keep any good thing from us. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  And, if everything belongs to God what makes you think He won’t give to your need? This walk is not about you or your lack, but about your trusting God for all things as given to us in His Word. His Word tells us that He will provide, keep, protect, love, uphold, and never leave nor forsake us. Why would you think He’d leave you in your desperate time of need? The Word of God says, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalms 30:5. Through the weeping, pain, confusion, and hurt the Word is still true. God is still able to do what He promised!  Joy comes when you remember and apply the promises of God through faith! 
Remember we will all have tribulations and persecution, but the Word of God reminds us that Jesus overcame the world and with persecution comes victory and breakthrough.  “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12. The encouragement is found in what Paul’s statement, “… when I am weak then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10.  God’s grace my brothers and sisters are sufficient. Allow your faith to be sincere and unfeigned by meditating on the Word of God and applying His truths and promises to your life.
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord. 

Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Who I Used to Be

I am not who I used to be; I am, however, who God has called me to be. The Word of God says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

Many can attest to the fact they’ve done some things that cause them to feel shame when they think about them today.  God has brought many of us a long, long way. If it had not been for the Lord where would many of us be today?  Some murderers, thieves, fornicators, adulterers, and many others have been delivered and set-free by the Lord. Some are still bound by shame but, even still, God has brought them through. The Word of God says “old things are passed away.” Christ died for our sins and we are now free from the guilt that satan has piled upon us all. The Word of God says, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:2. We are no longer bound by the law of sin and death.  You know some people who proclaim, “I am not who I use to be, but many would love to see me back there again.” People, many of whom are our friends and family members, will try to take you back. They will bring up your past and try to encourage you to do things that you used to do. God’s Word says “old things are passed away;” there is nothing or anyone who has the right or power to bring back what has been buried in Christ! 

We are not to live in the past, but reach forth for all God has in store for us. Paul said we are to “forget those things which are behind and reach for those things that are before.” We are not what we used to be and now that we are in Christ we are new creations, and our minds should be set upon reaching for all God has for us. No one has the right to use our past sins against us. They can not lure us into something we have given up and over to the Lord. We do not have to live in fear that we will resort to who we used to be if we are committed to living a life of newness. The Word of God says, “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. You should be walking in newness. Yes, you will suffer some residual effects of what you may have sown, but God has made you free, He has made you righteous. God our Creator, the Almighty, our Lord, our King is able to keep us. What you and I have committed unto Him He is able to keep until the end. 

Sometimes we are our worst enemy.   We beat ourselves up about what we’ve done when God has told us, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25. God chooses not to remember our sins, so stop beating yourself up with what was and concentrate on what will be if you continue to trust God fully! Do not live in the past for the Word of God says, “Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past.” Isaiah 43:18. God’s Word is such an awesome encourager, Saints. He wants us to know that He loves and cares for us and that there is nothing that is able to separate His love from us. Can you stand firm and trust him today? Can you let go of your past, and look forward to what God has set before you? 

If we lend ourselves to the remembrance of what was, we will never be able to obtain what can be. Our potential is in God, founded in His word through trust and faith. Newness of life and the faith to believe beyond what we see is nothing more that a blessing. God loves us and it is time we begin to love Him. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Who I Used to Be - Part Two

I rarely write a second part to a Word of Encouragement. This one was placed on my heart for a specific reason and there had to be a part two. Saints, why does it feel so difficult at times to read the Word (bible), to get up and go to church, and to pray? Why is it that we can feel so up in spirit one minute and so low the next? Is there something wrong with us when we can praise God and meditate on His word and then, all of a sudden, experience a low so low that we don’t know what to do nor how to get out of the feeling of lowness? 

The Word of God says, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.” 1 Peter 4:12. I am a witness; I can tell you that I always think it’s something strange and unfamiliar when I get those low feelings. Those feelings that I must have made a mistake, God could not have possibly called me to minister, teach, write, and sing of His glory. What, I ask myself am I doing?  Sometimes, I think I’m not actually hearing from God at all but, instead, listening to my own wants and desires. Could it be possible this has all been just a mistake, a dream or, perhaps, I should more properly say … a nightmare?  Saints, it is not strange nor is it a mystery we have been “… given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God.” Mark 4:11.  All has been opened up to us and there is nothing that is hidden that has not been revealed. Sometimes, I remember how simple everything seemed before I came to Christ. How easy it was to go and do what I wanted and not feel the prick of guilt or shame. I was clueless about the fact that I was in sin and serving the devil well.  Now that we are in Christ, our eyes have been opened and the reason we are so aware is that we are now experiencing truth from the inside. How we used to be and what we used to do have nothing to do with God, nor does our past have anything to do with the plan and purpose He has for our lives. This then is the key. We are not who we used to be, but now we are walking, living testimonies of the newness of life in Christ. 

Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy …” John 10:10. We have been warned and have been encouraged by God that no weapon formed against us shall prosper. We know that God is with us to deliver us and keep us.  He has promised to never to leave nor forsake us.  But knowing this and applying it are two totally different things. See, many of us are victims of the enemy’s attack against our minds. We get into our feelings and emotions and we allow them to take precedence.   Those are the things the enemy uses to bring doubt, fear, and anxiety into our beings. We may not be living in the past, but any further growth in the Lord is stagnated because we continue to doubt what is happening in our lives. We do not recognize that what we are facing and going through is the result of fear. 

At times, I desperately want to stop feeling frustrated, angry, and lonely. I can not understand why I feel empty at times.  We must remember that this living for Christ is a work in progress. Just imagine, we are being transformed to look, act, talk, and walk more and more like Christ each and every day.  Old, worn and useless parts from the past  are, figuratively speaking, falling off us daily as we draw closer to God. Remember we serve a holy God and we also must be holy. How are we made holy?  Why, through transformation of our minds and character. So, it is not a strange but, rather, a glorious thing when we can confidently say, “I am not who I used to be!” 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Impossibility

There are no impossibilities with God. The Word of God says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. This was pressed upon my soul and I knew that the Lord wanted me to write this particular word. Saints, if God has promised to supply all our needs, then why are we so doubtful in the face of opposition? 
Nothing is impossible with God! Saints, we are living among a whole lot of people who don’t believe in God. They’re caught up in denial, fear, doubt, hurt, and much pain. Many people feel that the Lord just isn’t here. They think He doesn’t care about what is happening in the world today. There is killing, savage beatings, rapes, and other horrible things happening to good people everyday. They wonder, if God truly exists why isn't He doing something about what's going on? The rise in atheism is astounding. Many who claim to have known the Lord now doubt that He even exits. The Word of God says, “And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Timothy 4:4.  Simply put, Saints, many were not truly following after the Lord in the first place. We humans have some serious misconceptions about committing and surrendering. We will give if there is a certainty that we’ll get something back. We will trust God if we are certain that that all is going well. Any sign of trouble, and we head out the door! Our faith only goes so far.  We place restrictions on it … everything’s okay as long as there’s no suffering involved. We are grounded in His Word only as long as we don’t have to give up something we consider personally important. 

Saints, the Word of God is true. God has promised to supply our needs, never to leave nor forsake us. He loves us and will continue to be with us until the end. If only we would just trust in the fact that God loves and cares for us and believe that He is able to do all things. There are no impossibilities in God so that means all things are possible. It is possible for you to have what you need in this life and to live an abundant life.  So many of us let go of the hand that is able to keep us; we lose faith and begin to doubt so much that the fables of this world entrap us in a web of deceit. Satan wants us to believe that God is not going to do as He said.  Satan wants us to believe that the situation we are facing is too difficult and that God will not intervene on our behalf. We are surrounded by a faithless generation, surrounded by people who are being used by satan to cast doubt … even if it’s just a shadow. The doubt is cast when we lean to our own understanding. It is cast when we begin to entertain the lies that have been successfully planted by the enemy.  None of us are exempt from what the enemy is trying to do. The problem arises when we give in and doubt God’s Word. 

God has promised to supply all our need. We must believe that He is able to do what he has proclaimed to the world through His Holy Word. Abraham believed God, he did not consider his own body dead when he was about an hundred years old, neither did he consider the deadness of Sarah’s womb. Romans 4:19. God told Abraham he was going to have a son. He did not look to his body or the possibility of his own physical limitations; instead, he looked to God and trusted in His limitlessness. There are no impossibilities in God. 

It may sound too simple and too good to be true, but God has promised us something awesome and it takes our having the faith in His ability and His Word to hold on in the face of adversity. We must hold on when things look as if they are not going to work to our good. We must hold on and believe that, not only is God able, He is willing to do all things for us and give us His best. Don’t run, hide, or become fearful. In spite of everything, God is still here to keep, protect, deliver, and set us free!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord. 

Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Our Power

The other day, my daughter talked to me about how she and some of her friends experience and react to various enticing moments. She was also concerned about how many of her peers have made the decision to date others of the same sex and she told me that a number of our youth believe they are born homosexuals/lesbians and that they have no choice. After my daughter finished sharing, I thought for a moment and began to share with her my own struggles dealing with lust and demonic influences. I told her that, no matter the age, each of us experiences enticement. I told her that one of the greatest gifts the Lord gave us is free will. In other words, unlike any other being He created, God gave us, alone among them, the ability and opportunity to choose. I told her that many are suffering because of their choice to give into lust, demonic influences, and immoral sexual behaviors. I tried to impress upon her that she had power to rebuke, cast down, and tear up all those things that come up against her. The Word of God says, “brace up your minds; be sober (circumspect, morally alert); set your hope wholly and unchangeably on the grace (divine favor) that is coming to you when Jesus Christ (the Messiah) is revealed.” 1 Peter 1:13. 

Saints, I encourage those of you who have teenagers to sit down and talk with your children. Sometimes we’re so caught up in other things that we tend to misinterpret their calls for help and guidance.  They are facing things we, quite often, did not have deal with at their age.  Most of us were not battling such intense demonic forces. Things have certainly changed and what is happening to our youth is worth our taking notice. The incidence of homosexuality and lesbianism has increased; addiction is rampant; our youth are engaging in sexual intercourse at astoundingly younger ages than ever before; and murder and suicide among the young are on the rise. What can we, as believing parents, do?

One thing we must do is stop telling our youth what is wrong and what to stay away from without giving them the tools to help them do just that. Telling me how to change a flat tire without showing me how and allowing me to practice is not enough.  How can I tell my teen not to have sex, without giving them a biblical reason or alternative? Yes, I said alternative … but an alternative according to God’s Word. I can tell my sixteen year old daughter not to have sex but I also educate her about the word ‘fornication’ … this is valuable information, it is far more powerful than just saying, “NO!  You may not do that.”  Those of our teens who have given their lives to Christ have power.  They are able to cast down, tear down, and blow up some things that are not of God. We must teach them to brace up their minds; to hold together; and to keep in place those things they have been taught in the Word. They must be sober and aware of what the Word says so they can apply it to what they see in the world. We must get them to understand who God is and how they can form their own personal relationship with him.  Saints, we can pray for our children and touch and agree with them, but if we do not teach them how to establish a relationship with God for themselves we are not doing them a good service.

There was young girl who came to church proudly displaying the ‘passion-mark’ left by a boy she boasted about sneaking out of the house to meet. She came into a sanctified environment not respecting where she was and the reason for her being there. She was not morally alert and was devoid of godly morals. Was she bad, a horrible person? No, but she needed to know that what she had done was wrong according to the Word of God. According to the ways of our world, she was awesome; awesome because she had successfully gotten out of the house to see a boy. Awesome because she got away with hiding from her parents the mark placed on her by a boy she snuck out to meet. So just how different are our youth, the ones who are supposed to know better because they’re been ‘saved’ from those youth out in the world? None of the children in church said anything to dispute her unspoken claim that what she had done was alright.  Each one of them moved in close so they could see the mark on her neck (she was determined that everyone would have a chance to see it because she was proud of it). No one stood up for what was right in the eyes of the Lord. No one dared to speak against what she had done, instead they either said nothing or they joined in the laughter and celebrated her supposed ‘victory’. 

We must teach our youth how to be more like Christ by encouraging them to get to know the Lord for themselves. Who is God to them? Is He some higher being who is totally unapproachable and out of their reach? Or is He their Father … a Father who loves and cares for them and is able to keep, protect, heal, and set them free. If they don’t believe for themselves that God is able to move in their lives just as He does in the lives of many adults, how will they know to trust Him, to have faith in the midst of tribulation and adversity? How are they to know that God will be there in their time of need? Christ revealed is essential! How do we reveal Christ to our youth? Certainly through His word, but we must help them apply it to what they are going through.  Don’t just tell them to stop drinking … follow it up with, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a riotous brawler, and whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.” Proverbs 20:1.  Don’t tell them not to have sex without giving them the Word, “… Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.” 1 Corinthians 6:13. Their bodies are temples and not for fornication or any other form of uncleanliness.

Saints, not only must we help them to apply God’s Word so that it is personal and pertinent to their situation, we must also be creditable examples of moral uprightness for them to follow. Listen, be alert – our youth are screaming for help.
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord. 

Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Wake Up

Saints, it is time we wake up and take notice of the atrocities that have penetrated our society. Our youth are calling out in verbal and non-verbal ways. Most of our sisters and brothers are struggling with one issue or another. The enemy is running rampant and those who are in a position to pray, intercede, and petition God are caught up in their own problems. We’ve read in the Word of God how an unclean spirit will come out of one person then go and find a new resting place. If it can’t find a new resting place, it’s very likely to return to the place where it once rested but, before it does that it recruits additional unclean spirits to occupy that once comfortable resting place.  Jesus said “those spirits [the ones that are recruited] are more wicked than the initial unclean spirit, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of the occupied man is worse than it was the first time.” Matthew 12:43-45. Saints, think about that, the last state of that man is worse than the first time! 

So many times we find ourselves in difficult positions and in places we’ve before. When healed we don’t fortify ourselves in the Word so that we can retain our healing and deliverance. Jesus said to the impotent man He healed, “Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” John 5:14. Read that instruction again … Jesus said, “go and sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon [you].” Saints, many have been healed, set-free, and delivered only to go back into the sin they were delivered from. We find it difficult to understand the reason why someone would choose to go back. Simply put, they go back because that was their comfort zone. They choose to go back to a place they recognize and a place that was comfortable on some level but, what they don’t realize is, in actuality they have returned to the very place which may cause their destruction.  That place is full with all sorts of evil, but they go back. Their state the second time around is worse than the first because now the enemy really knows your potential and possibilities for evil and, believe me, he is determined that you won’t be able to go back to God, who is your strength.  He will do his best to make sure you remain in his dark place of sin. Now the battle will be waged more strategically because the enemy can’t afford to lose you to truth again. I have seen many who’ve been healed and set-free go back to sin time and time again. Each time a specific stronghold works against you … it does not want you to get it together. Remember the enemy wants to steal, kill, and destroy all of us. It does not matter who you are, he is no respecter of persons, nor does he discriminate. His plan is specifically designed to meet us where we are and to intensify the sin we are in. 

If you have been delivered from addiction, alcohol, sexual perversion or other self-destructive behavior, you can not afford to go back. What satan has laid up for you is designed to kill you from the inside out. Jesus said you have been made whole! You, my sisters and my brothers, have been made whole in the Lord, Jesus Christ. And you ought to “Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1. The word is to go, but you are to go while fortifying yourself in the Word and in the things of God. The Word of God is true, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. Who do we trust?  Do we trust the past and the places we were that brought us no real joy?  Do we trust in that drug, that bottle or that person who caused us so much pain and trouble? Saints, we must keep our minds stayed on whom and what is true and able to keep us. 

Our minds are the battle ground for satan, a fertile place for him to open up his bag of tricks. He comes against our minds to sway us from believing the Word of God. His plan is to keep us concentrating on what was and what could have been. He takes us back and when there is any sign of stress, anxiety, trouble he will open the flood gates of imagination and thoughts contrary to the Word of God. You may be going through something in your body, job, home, or with your children, husband, and wife. No matter what trouble comes your way, the Word of God has promised, “The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.” Psalms 9:9; and again His Word promises, “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.” Psalms 27:5; and yet again His Word promises, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1. 

Saints, in your time of trouble, wake up and see that the Lord is good. It’s not the time to go back but, rather, to run forward into the hands and arms of the Lord. God is worthy to be praised!  It is He who will keep you in your time of trouble. Don’t look back; do not trust in a drug or some other type of addictive behavior to satisfy a place within you that only God can reach!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord. 

Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Burned Out

We get burned out when we allow our issues and situations to cloud our better judgment. This is why it’s so important to stay grounded in the Word of God. I’ve heard many people say, “I’m burned out.”  Most of these people are Christians and I’ve thought, “What does it mean to be ‘burned out’ when you are in God?”  We, the elect, are supposed to know better, right? Our strength is supposed to lie in God and we are not to trust in ourselves but, rather, in the strength of Almighty God. So many times we find ourselves in the same positions we’ve been in before. We fall into the same sorts of relationships, troubles, and circumstances. We allow ourselves to be taken advantage of because we don’t believe we deserve better. The Word of God says, “For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Psalms 84:11. God wants us to have all good things, so why do we settle for those things that are not good for us?

We have a tendency to run back to what we used to know and, when we do that, we don’t understand that it is not the same. Things change, just like people. I have found that many women are in relationships that reap no good thing. They settle for men without jobs, without any direction in their lives, and who put them down continually. Men, as well, fall into abusive relationships believing that the women they are with are able to change. Men, as well as, women are verbally beaten every day, yet they remain in dysfunctional relationships for all kinds of reasons.  But, I’ve found there’s one common thread … they all – on one level or another – believe that person is all they have.

How did we ever get to a place where we could find ourselves thinking, “This is all I have or all that I can get?” Almighty God is our strength and way-maker, yet we still allow ourselves to concentrate on what is in front of us no matter how horrible the situation is, or how awful the person is to us and many of us will remain in an unproductive place. This is a cycle that causes many to become burned out. This is, of course, only one of the many elements of life that can lead to burn out, but it’s one that hinders our growth in God. Jesus said, “… that [we] ought always to pray, and not to faint.” (That is lose heart or give up) Luke 18:1. Why would Jesus command this? Saints, it is so easy to fall into what is not right in the eyes of the Lord and so easy to fall back into the same “ol’ – same ol’.”  All it takes is for us to pay jut a little attention to what the enemy is saying to us and, before we know it, we’re back in a place of question, doubt, and fear.  We allow ourselves to be drawn away by our own lusts and when, “lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15. The death spoken of here is primarily spiritual, emotional, and psychological; but, for some the death may also be physical. 

Many people experience burn out to such an extent that they can’t even see past the present day; their only thought is to get through today and their future, as far as they are concerned, is null and void. We get burned out because of low self-esteem and because they have an attitude built on the lie that says…  “I deserve what I have.” We can’t envision more because we’re so used to getting less. We can’t see greatness because we’ve become accustomed to mediocrity. God desires for us to walk in truth.  “God is able to make all grace abound toward us; that we, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8. God desires the best for His children. 

Here is some truth … the earth belongs to our Lord, Father, and King; He will not hold any good thing from us, but we must get to a place where we’re leaning on Him for all things. Stop looking to some man or some woman to fulfill what only God is able to fulfill. We become burned out when we concentrate on doing things ourselves, when we look to mankind for direction and validation. Who is able to validate us?  “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” Psalms 118:8. 

So why do we become burned out? Many times it stems from various psychological and emotional issues experience in childhood that carry over into our adult lives.  But, we don’t have to remain in a place of burn out. We [were] buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. We can only walk continually in this newness by faith.  We must walk in our faith that tells us on a daily basis that God is with us to keep, protect, and deliver us.  We accomplish walking in the newness of life by transforming our minds through the Word of God. We have recourse; it is found in the Lord. Many of us are delusional.  We caught up in the delusion that we can not have, can not change, and that the place we’re in today is the place we must be in for ever. We fail to see the newness of life in Christ because we’re still holding to what we think we know and we’re still holding on to what has been done to us.  Remember, the Word of God says, “… if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
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