Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 
Evangelism Tool - Week One: Day 1
Prayer
Praise God, my sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus! I was driving back from dropping my daughter off at the airport when I began to pray for those I knew who were on the brink of calling out to Jesus for salvation.  I prayed for those of my friends who knew the truth, but had not made the confession to transformation in Christ Jesus. As I prayed, the word ‘evangelism’ came to mind and I thought, “What a great opportunity we have in sharing the Word of Encouragement as an evangelism tool.”  It is something we can use to strike up a conversation with anyone. We can also spread it by simply giving someone a copy. I then asked the Lord if the month of July could be a month dedicated to evangelism with one aim … Salvation! 

God dropped this in my spirit – Evangelism begins with some key elements and He specifically gave me:  Prayer, Preparation, Position, and Proclamation. How awesome! We are going to begin with prayer because, before any assignment, call, or work can be done in the Lord, prayer must come before we begin. We know that prayer changes things, but we must also remember that “… the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man which availeth much.” James 5:6. We have a most effective evangelism tool and that is prayer. We must pray for those still steeped in darkness. No matter how good they think they have it or how wonderful a person we think they are, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. No man can come to God except through Christ. 
Saints, it is time we stop beating around the bush and go, by way of Christ, to our Heavenly Father. We can no longer just get by doing what we think we should do.  That’s not good enough to assure our way to God and into heaven.  Jesus said, “He is the way, He is the truth, and He is the life.”  Can’t get much clearer than that, can it?  We can not expect to get to God our Father except through the one who is able to get us there and that person, that God-man, is Christ. If you know that the only way you can get to a certain place or see a certain celebrity is by a specific means, why would you try to use any other means? If you knew that what you needed could be found in one place, person, or being, why wouldn’t you follow the road and the specifics to get there? Why is it so difficult for us to follow and trust the Word of God?  Holy Scripture gives us the direction, means, and the opportunity to get to our Heavenly Father by way of Christ who died for our sins, the same Christ Jesus who bore our past, present, and future sins?  He suffered, died, and rose again to give us a way to spread the truth and to bestow upon us eternal life. Our Father is eternal and so are we if we will just accept what our Father has given. He made a way for us to come to Him. He provided a well thought out love-plan for us to come to Him so that, “all who labor and are heavy laden [would be given] rest.” Matthew 11:28.  Oh, what a mighty God we serve. A ‘love-plan’?  Yes, God had only one thing on His mind and that was us and the motivator was love. The Word of God says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 
It is time we take this awesome Word to those still living in darkness. Some of us have family members who are not saved and friends who still have not made the commitment to Christ. We eat lunch with people we know do not know the Lord.  We shop along side of those in need and in great pain. We ride the bus everyday looking upon faces that carry signs of wear and tear, defeat and loneliness. We have opportunities, but we need to pray for strength, peace, and the power of the Holy Spirit to lead us to say what He would have us to say. We need to pray without ceasing for the salvation for all those who do not know the Lord God Almighty through Christ Jesus. We need to pray for ourselves so that we are not afraid to share what we know and how we got to where we are today. Pray, Saints, for souls and for your release from fear so that you may proclaim Christ without shame! Your prayers “availeth [gain] much, do not be ashamed or afraid to pray. 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week One: Day 2

Prayer

What is prayer and why is it so important that we pray? There are different types of prayers.  There are prayers of worship and adoration, prayers of thanksgiving, prayers of petition, prayers of intercession, and prayers of penitence. As you can see there are many types of prayers and understanding each type is essential for an effective prayer life. 

Prayers of worship and adoration are prayers that center wholly on God and His eternal characteristics:  His majesty, glory, and power; His beauty and love; His mercy and grace. Personal devotional prayer should begin with this type of prayer.

Prayers of Penitence are personal prayers asking for forgiveness of sin. Psalm 51 is the best known prayer of penitence in the bible. David said, “I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. David could bless the Lord for he knew that it was not about what he had done but who God was! The Word of God tells us “If we confess of sins He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.
Prayers of petition ask for something. Because we are wholly dependent upon God for life He wants us to ask for things. The Word of God encourages us to ask, fully believing, “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 21:22. This sort of prayer is seldom utilized because of fear and doubt. We all want material prosperity and popularity but, whenever we ask for material things, we should remember to add, "Your will be done." Yes, God wants to give us the desires of our heart, but He is pleased when we sincerely ask that all be done according to His will and purpose for our lives. Remember the Word of God says, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and all his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33 All that we need – material or otherwise – will be added unto us if we seek first what is needful for us. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving these are prayers of appreciation for the gifts God has given us. Learning to be thankful is one of the best ways to combat depression and self-pity. Thanksgiving should be a part of every prayer. The Word of God says, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” Psalms 100:4. We must come to God with thanksgiving (appreciation) in our heart.  Far too we find ourselves caught up in things that really don’t matter, have no value and are just plain trivial. We must get to that place where we recognize what we have and be thankful for all.

Prayers of Intercession   It is this type prayer that I, personally, find the most peace and receive the most fulfillment. When we intercede on behalf of others, we stand aside and all that we stand in need of is ‘put on the back burner’, and we put the needs of those for whom we are praying in the forefront. It is a most precious position. When we intercede for others we come closest to God's heart. Jesus, in heaven, is our High Priest and His ministry is to intercede with the Father for mankind. The Word of God says, “It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” Romans 8:34. When we join Him in praying for others we are most like Him. 

So, now we have a good picture of different types of prayers.  What does it all mean to you and me on a personal note? Saints, the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1. Saints, the prayer Jesus gave to the disciples incorporates all of the above. We are to acknowledge God for who He is, give Him thanks, intercede on behalf of others, petition God for ourselves. Saints, during this month of July pray for your brothers and sisters and give to them the gift that lasts an eternity!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week One: Day 3

Prayer

Prayers of Intercession: 

God’s Word of Encouragement Ministries, Inc. is dedicated to interceding, through prayer, on behalf of others. We would like to partner with you during the monthly of July to intercede for salvation of your family members, friends, and those you do not know. 

The Word of God tells us that “Elias was a man subject to passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.” James 5:17. He was a man subject to the same boundaries and limits we face today, but he believed God and prayed that it not rain upon the earth. Saints, I don’t know about you but I believe God and I trust that He is able to do exceedingly and abundantly all I can ask or think. We must dare to pray for salvation for our loved ones and friends. Too many are going through needless trials.  Too many people are suffering without really knowing that Jesus died for their sins and that guilt has no place in their lives. 

Can we dare to pray without ceasing? Can we take all to the throne and leave it there? The Word of God says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16. We can come boldly because we have VIP passes given to us by Christ Himself. We can come boldly because Christ died for our sins and we are cleansed of unrighteousness! We can come boldly because we are in good standing in spite of what we may have done. We are commanded by God to intercede for all men, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men.” 1 Timothy 2:1. We must make intercession not because it is about us, Saints, but because God is in us and we must to do what He has called and purposed us to do. 

How do we intercede? How are we to help bring about change for our sisters and brothers? First we must remain committed and vigilant. The Word of God says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8. The devil does not want us praying for salvation for anyone … he knows that when we do many will leave his kingdom for the Kingdom of God. He will lose those faithful in doing his will to God. Intercession simply is praying for others. It is the process of our taking the time to intercede for those we may know and even those we do not know. Salvation is for all men, and we are to pray for salvation for all those we come in contact with … not just our families and our friends. The Word of God says, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. We may not know what people need specifically, but we do know that everyone needs to hear the gospel of salvation. 

We have many examples of people in the bible who interceded on behalf of others. We see in Genesis, Chapter 18 that Abraham took the initiative to step forward before God on behalf of his neighbors in Sodom and its area. He cared enough to do it, even though he knew how thoroughly wicked Sodom was, and knew how furious God was about it. Moses also stepped in when God was angry, standing in the gap in the most literal sense offering his own life for that of his nation. The master builder Nehemiah prayed to God to bring about the rebuilding of Jerusalem and of his people. Saints, your prayers of intercession can and will bring about a change!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week One: Day 5

Prayer

I am thankful to the Lord for all He has done. I can not praise Him enough but sometimes I get so caught up in what is happening around me that I give attention to all the wrong things. God has saved me, written my name in the book of life, healed me, protected and cared for me even when I didn’t want any of it. God has been there for me when my closest friends left my side. God has upheld me when I lost the love of my life, my husband. He has never left me nor has He forsaken me. The Word of God is true, “… for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5. 

Saints, the Word of God is true. He has promised never to leave nor forsake us. Our thanksgiving should be such that we have full confidence in His Word that He will be there for us. Prayers of thanksgiving acknowledge God for what He has done and what He is able to do. Thanksgiving is a form of worship. How many times do we come to the Lord with expectations only to find that we have not even thanked Him for waking up? We have not given Him the glory and honor for keeping us through the night. What do we do when we wake in the morning and find that we have been blessed to see another day, that we have been given another chance to bless the Lord by and through our actions?  Many of us wake up and begin to complain about the days’ events. We murmur that we did not get enough sleep nor did we find the comfort we desperately sought through sleep. The negative list goes on and, by the end of the day we find that we have gone through the day complaining and never thanking God for waking us up. The Word of God says, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” Philippians 4:6. We are to give thanksgiving before we make our requests. How can we wake up and begin asking and never thanking the Lord for the opportunity to ask?

Prayers of thanksgiving are most powerful because they take the attention off of ourselves and put it where it belongs … on God.  Only God deserves all things including our thanks.  David said, “I will bless the Lord at all times his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. 

Many of us remember to praise and give thanks to God when things are good and going our way. But we also need to get into the habit of giving thanks and praise in the midst of trouble and trials. Paul said, “… for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10.  We approach God with a thankful heart because if it had not been for Him, where would any of us be? If it had not been for the sacrifice of Christ many would still be in sin headed for death eternal. But, because of His unconditional love, we have been redeemed and set free! We have the gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus by faith. So if nothing else good ever happens to us we ought to thank God everyday for sending His son in sinful flesh to die for our sins that we may have a way of escape.

Somebody ought to praise and give him thanks just for saving them; just for delivering them out of the mess they were in. Many were lost but have been found; were blinded by sin but now they see; were unable to hear truth but now truth fully reigns in their ears! God is worthy to be praised and thanked for all He has done! The Word says, “For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:7-8. Yes, we ought to give thanks continually! Let us continue to pray for our loved ones and friends, but let us also pray for those we see but may not know personally … pray for their salvation this month! 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 1

Preparation

God Bless you, Saints! I am feeling so encouraged and am looking forward to what the Lord is going to do in the month of July. Many will say that God can save His people at anytime and on any day of the week. To that I say, “Amen!” What we’re going to concentrate on is what we should be doing 365 days year round. 

Part of effective evangelism is being prepared spiritually, physically and psychologically. How can you go into battle unprepared? You must first have the necessary equipment and armor to do battle. We know that the Word tells us, “… the battle is not yours, but God's.” 2 Chronicles 20:15. The battle is not always a physical, but it can certainly affect us physically. This is why it is so important that we take care of ourselves, get plenty of rest and the proper nourishment. When God speaks of the battle not being ours, He is stating a truth that many have misunderstood. The battle belongs to the Lord. God does not expect you to do anything but move in faith, with full knowledge that whatever has been set before you He is able to deliver you from. We are instructed to put on the whole armor of God. The armor is not ours, it belongs to the Lord. The Word of God says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11. The armor is the Lord’s and it is our faith that activates its ability to keep, protect, and deliver us! But, before we get into the armor’s ability, I think we should take a look at ourselves. 

Look in the mirror what do you see? I will share with you what I see when I look in the mirror.  I am connected spiritually to my Lord and Savior; however, I need to renew my connection day-by-day (and sometimes hour-by-hour on troublesome days) through His Word and through prayer.  Physically, I could stand to lose a few pounds. Emotionally, I will benefit from putting my emotions in order and under the subjection of the Word of the Lord.  Mentally, I always need to keep my imagination and every high thing that tries to exalt itself up against the knowledge of God in its place by casting it down. Psychologically, I need to understand that God is Lord even of those things that may have happened to me … whether it occurred years ago when I was younger or happened in my life as an adult.  I can not afford to allow my psychological well-being to be threatened every day by past events I cannot change. What an awesome God we serve day and night. That is what I see, and I know that most of you can detail various issues you may have. 

Now, do I have to ‘get it together’ before I can pray for another? Heavens, No!  Now, I know I do have to get it together at some point, but God can still use me even though I have various personal issues. Why is it we think God can not use us if we are struggling in some area of our lives?  I personally know someone who is in need of psychological and emotional healing, but that person is still being used by God.  Is God able? I know He is not only able, but more than willing to move on our behalf, Saints.  Don’t allow the enemy to plant thoughts in your mind that say you cannot pray for another because of your imperfections. It is God who is able to help you, heal you, and bring about the necessary changes in your life. God is in the midst of helping you, and you can still be used in a powerful way. 

Remember Peter, one of Our Lord’s apostles? He had a temper, and was always running his mouth. He often failed to think before he spoke and had a tendency to ‘shoot from the hip’.  He was the first to say, “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.” Matthew 26:33. He, of course, was the first to deny Christ as our Lord predicted, “This night, before the cock crow, though shalt deny me thrice.” Matthew 26:34. Did this lead the Lord to say, “I can not use Peter because of his limits.”?  No!  In fact, his limitation – remember Peter had no problem opening his mouth – made it easier for Jesus to use him even more. At Pentecost his limits where turned into strengths as he stood before some of the very people to whom he had denied Christ and, filled with the Spirit of God, proclaimed the gospel, and three thousand souls were added. Acts 2:41. Read how mightily the Lord, Jesus Christ used Peter’s limits to the salvation of three thousand souls. Saints, prepare to pray for salvation.  The Word of God says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16. 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 2

Preparation

Yesterday we touched on the armor of God. We noted that it is God’s armor, and all we have to do is ‘wear’ it in faith fully believing that God is able. It is our faith that activates the ability of the armor. “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised ;) …”Hebrews 10:23. 

Saints, it is imperative that we hold to our faith without wavering.  That is, we shouldn’t be saying or thinking, “Yes, He will!” then “No, He won’t!” “He can do anything, but fail!” then “He can’t do this, this is just too messed up!” There is nothing that pleases God more than when we hold firm in our faith.  The Word of God says. “Without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6. You must have faith in the armor of God in order to be able to “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11. 

In order to prepare yourself to successfully accomplish any task, you must possess the necessary tools. And we certainly can not approach anything of God’s thinking we can do it in our own power. The armor of God is the spiritual equipment needed to defeat that which the enemy will certainly send our way. Who is our adversary? The Word of God says, “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. It is not what you see, but that which you can not see that you must be prepared for. I can easily identify the potential for harm when I see a car turning into my lane and heading straight for me. I can see a gun pointed in my face with full knowledge that my life may be taken away in a flash. I can physically feel someone throwing a punch. What I can not see, but most certainly can feel, are doubt, fear, anxiousness, frustration, and anger … in other words, the fiery darts of the enemy. I can feel the pain of my disjointed and confused thoughts and the gut-wrenching fear that comes from an imagination that’s working overtime.  They can cause headaches and other physical sickness. We’re not fighting not against flesh and blood but, rather, we wrestle with those things we internalize yet cannot see. 

Ephesians 6:13-18 specifically outlines how each piece of the armor of God works.  When we awaken, we ought to recite that scripture before going on our way, and we should never walk out the door of our house without praying.  The Word reminds us that “… The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16. Your prayer leads to results. This is why it is essential to pray that salvation will come to our brothers and sisters.  “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 2 Corinthians 7:10. Saints, through faith we prepare ourselves to wear the full armor of God and through faith we can remain steadfast and unmovable so that we may successfully fulfill the instruction God has given to each of us – “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 3

Preparation

We must always be prepared in order to ensure that when called upon to do the work of the Lord our reply will be, “Yes, Lord!” 

The prophet, Isaiah, was called by the Lord to do an awesome work. He was called to speak the words of the Lord to the Children of Israel. Isaiah 6:5 explains his inner feelings of being unprepared for the task but, despite those feelings, Isaiah expressed his willingness to go to do the work of the Lord. He heard the voice of the Lord say, “… Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said [Isaiah], Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8. 

Saints, we ought to always feel the “Yes!” in our soul even if we don’t feel prepared.  We must be willing to step out in faith. Isaiah said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” Isaiah 6:6. Yes, we are a wretched people but our brother Paul realized where deliverance lay. He said, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1. Saints, it is because of Christ that we are able to stand before God. We can come boldly to the throne of grace for Christ has paved the way. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

Saints, part of our preparation is to have an understanding that God is not unapproachable and to know that He wants us to come to Him.  We are His children, His offspring. God wants us to come to Him and to trust in Him so fully that nothing is able to keep us from  standing hand and hand with Him. He is our friend, God, Rock, Deliverer, Lord, King, and the lover of our souls. How can we begin to pray for anyone if we are not fully leaning on Him for all things? We are able to go to God, to approach Him and “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7. Can you imagine such a blessed opportunity? We need to remember this scripture when we’re afraid to go to the Lord because we think He is unapproachable. 

We also need to remember that we can not go to Him believing we are right in our own eyes.  We need someone to lead the way.  No where in the Word of God does it say we need anyone other than Jesus. Jesus himself said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. You don’t need to “get it together.”  The Word of God says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 and again the Word says, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:10.  We can not get it right; however, we can be in good standing before God through Christ Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. So what are you trying to do on your own, and why?  God is the only one who can prepare your heart, mind, and soul!  Saints, as you and many others concentrate on the concept of preparation this week I encourage you to meditate on the Word of God.  Spend time with Him, let Him know how much you love Him and appreciate all He has done and is doing in your life! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 4

Preparation

I must say this is my most blessed week of the Word of Encouragement. Preparation is something I seldom think about. I mean we are always prepared, or should be, to pray, read our bible, and spend time with God.  Luke 12:47 tells us, “[the] servant, which knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.” Do you know the will of the Lord for your life? 
It is essential to operate in the will of the Lord but first we need to know His will, and the only way we can know His will is to spend time with Him in His Word. We know from Holy Scripture, that God wants us to pray for one another and help restore each other in our times of need. Can you … No, the question is, will you … put yourself out for someone else? Are you able to trust God and give your last to someone even if it means you will be left with nothing? The Word of the Lord says that a widow did just that to feed Elijah, the prophet, of the Lord. See 1 Kings 17. This widow really had to trust God in order to give her last to feed a man she had never even met. She had a son to care for and giving her last meant sure death to both of them. She didn’t know the will of the Lord, the plan He had wrought, or what God was doing. All she knew was what was in front of her.  She saw … need. You and I can relate to this woman’s situation. Many times we are in a position where all we can do is trust God and lean not to our own understanding. She knew she didn’t have enough, but God took what she didn’t have (or thought she didn’t have) to bless not only her but also her son. 

God is able and will show forth His power and might in our lives if we will just trust Him fully. I trust God to save those whose salvation I am committed to pray for on a daily basis. I trust God to heal, set free, and deliver them.  But satan uses our thoughts as a weapon to distract us from trusting God … they are thoughts that are contrary to the Word of the Lord.  For example, sometimes I’m just sitting comfortably minding my own business when thoughts will pop into my mind about someone and, if I’m not careful, I find myself feeling really negative about someone who hasn’t done anything that should be of concern to me. I have no proof they’ve done anything against me … just the thoughts that satan has successfully lodged in my mind.

What do we know of God’s character? I know from personal experience that He is faithful, loving, caring, longsuffering, a healer, a comforter and … oh, my brothers and sisters, I could go on and on … you get the point. I know that God is able to do all things. How do I know this?  How can I say I know something like this through personal experience?  Because time and time again I did what the widow did.  I responded with faith in circumstances I didn’t understand; I moved in faith in situations from which I could see no way out.  I trusted God! Yes, I suffered … but God; Yes, I cried … but God; Yes, I stood in need time and time again … but God! God came through, God blessed me and God upheld me time and time again. 

I know without a doubt that He is able and truly willing to bless and keep me! It is not enough to say He is able; you need to know for yourself that God can do all things but fail.  If you have trusted Him, leaned on Him, confided in Him, worshipped Him, and surrendered all to Him then you know His many excellent characteristics. The Word of God says “The plans of the mind and orderly thinking belong to man, but from the Lord comes the [wise] answer of the tongue.” Proverbs 16:1 (Amplified Version). He is able; I can say this with confidence.  Can you?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 5

Preparation

John the Baptist preached: “… Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Matthew 3:3. He was the forerunner of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He prepared the way of the Lord by preaching, ‘repentance’. John the Baptist prepared the Jewish people for the coming of Christ the Messiah. Luke 1:17.  He remained steadfast in his assignment to prepare. 

When we’re young, we often think we can just jump into a car and drive away just because we’ve seen it done so many times before.  As I’m sure you recognize, the young often utilize this logic, “I saw you do it a thousand times; I know I can do it! They’re not interested in learning driving rules.  All they want is for us to just give them the key and let them take it from there.  You and I know there are many aspects of driving that they not only haven’t thought about, they don’t care about all those things.  They’re in a hurry and all those instructions you try to give are just a waste of their time.   But, John the Baptist was committed to take all the time needed to pave the way for such a blessing as the Christ.  He dedicated his life to prayer and meditation as he prepared to preach the coming Messiah. 

We know we can trust God, but when things don’t go our way what is our immediate response? What do we do when the call comes for us to come up with money we don’t have?  What do we do when someone is relying on us to do something we have no way of doing? What do people who only stand on the Word of the Lord when things are going well do when there’s a little ‘test’?  The answer, we falter.  Saints, there is a need to spend time preparing for those occasions when we will need to stand firm in the midst of trouble.  When the winds of life blow and the storm begins to build, we need to be able to stand firm.  Preparation in the form of being able to stand on the truth of the Word of God lays the foundation for our ability to stand fast.  What did God say? What did he promise you? What are you holding on to? God is able, but how will you know if you don’t step out in faith? 

Many of the Scribes and Pharisees came to challenge John. They wanted to know, “Who art thou?” John 1:19. Saints, who are you? When anyone asks me who I am, I reply “I’m a vessel of the Lord, to be used for His glory.” We are all things in God but the Word of God says, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” John 15:5. Understand this, Saints, we can do nothing outside of the Lord. Our preparation is our dedication to applying the Word of the Lord in spite of what people say, do, or how they behave towards us.

The Lord called John just as He called you. Most importantly, God has given us His Word and asked all us to just have faith. Have faith that what is written in His Word is true and applies to all who believe in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. His Word is life; it brings to light all that the enemy is trying to hide from us. God’s Word is strength, helping us to stand in the midst of adversity. I stand today prepared to go the distance, holding the hand of the one I know loves and cares for me, and who has given His only begotten Son for me. I stand on His Word for “[His] word shall not return unto him void, but it shall accomplish that which God please[s], and it shall prosper in the thing whereto God sent it.” Isaiah 55:11. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Three: Day 1

Position

How do we get into position? Over the past two weeks, we have looked carefully at prayer and preparation. It would seem that what was written in the preparation series could be used to define position as well; however, evangelism encompasses many factors which may seem related but, in actuality, include significant distinctions. 

We get into position as we continue to prepare our hearts, minds and souls for what God has purposed in our lives. Position is a reference to place. Preparation is about getting that place ready. God has called each of us to a certain place, and that place represents our position to receive what God has specifically designed for each of us. Abraham, our brother, is a prefect example of someone who needed proper positioning in order to receive. He was called and prepared by God to get into the proper position to receive His blessed promise of a son. When God told him that he was going to have a son, his only response was belief that God was able to do what He said. Saints, when God promises you something, what is your response? Is it one of belief or fear? Let’s look at a scenario of promise God may have made to some of you. 

God may have called you to preach His Word and, at some point, told you that you were going to have a specific ministry. You believed God but when “shaky” things that seemed contrary to His promise (at least in your mind) began to occur, you became fearful. You allowed doubt to come in and take root by agreeing with the negative thoughts that came to buffet and distract you. Saints, let me tell you, once negative thoughts take root they become increasingly difficult to deal with and get rid of. The thoughts come to distract us from believing that God is able.  Think about Sarah’s reaction when she heard what God had promised Abraham – that is, they were going to have a son.  She laughed and said to herself, “… After I have become aged shall I have pleasure and delight, my lord (husband), being old also?” Genesis 18:12 (Amplified). She just couldn’t see the bigger picture and trust in God’s ability to do what He had promised. Saints, this is just what we do. We hear the promise but, when the winds blow, the storm arises, and time passes by, we become fearful and doubt. 

Abraham and Sarah needed to be in position in order to receive the promise. They knew of the Lord, but they really had no idea who God truly was. Remember, we get to know God more and more through preparation:  reading His word, meditating on His statutes, and praying continually. Abraham spent time with God; he worshipped, praised, and honored God in all he did. He wasn’t perfect and neither are any of us. We stand by the grace of God; we move by His mercy; we achieve the victory because of His love. When Peter asked our Lord, Jesus if he could come out to Him as Jesus walked on water, Jesus simply said “Come!” Saints, if we have faith and trust in God for our ministries, our homes, jobs, relationships, healing or whatever else we may have entrusted in His hands just imagine our Lord saying unto us, “Come!” Don’t think about it, just go to Him.

Peter stepped out and, looking toward the Lord he was able to walk on the water, but the Word of God says, “… when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.” Matthew 14:29-30. Peter did just like most of us do. We trust God for something specific but, when trouble comes, we take our eyes off of the Lord and concentrate on the wind blowing, the storm rising, and the trouble knocking on our door then we begin to sink into fear, doubt, self-pity and many other emotions that are contrary to faith in God. On a personal note, I have bills coming in from every place imaginable … the ministry, the products the ministry has committed to making available to each of its members, the design of my books, mortgage, utilities, school loans, car loans, insurance … you name it, I have them all. It can be a scary thing if I look at it long enough. But I know this one thing, God has not forsaken me and I do not believe He will. I know that even in the midst of all I have going on, God is able. We make the mistake of taking our eyes off of the one who is able and start concentrating on what we, ourselves, can do in our natural state. What can we do in our own strength to make things better? God has promised to keep us and “supply all our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19.

Saints, please don’t think I have it all together because I preach the Word of God.  Like anyone else, I cry, worry, and become fearful. I just have learned not to remain in a place of unproductiveness too long; God is always kept in the front of my mind.  In front of my eyes there is the truth that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever more! The Word of God says, “God is not a man that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent, hath he said and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good.” Numbers 23:19. He made the promise; we need to remain in position to receive the blessing. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Three: Day Two

Position

Saints, did you know that sometimes your position is supposed to be a place of testing? God may have led you into a specific place, space of time, or trouble because of what He desires to do in you. The Word of the Lord says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1.

Saints, most of us know the story of how God delivered the Children of Israel out of the hands of the Egyptians. If you’re not familiar with it, I encourage you to read the Book of Exodus. The part I’d like to concentrate on is the route God chose in order to lead them to the Land of Canaan.  Although the land of the Philistines was near, God didn’t take them in that direction “Lest the people change their minds when they see war, and they return to Egypt.” Exodus 13:17. How many times do you think we have been in position, but God withheld His full blessing from us because He knew there was something in our heart that needed addressing? Remember, God knows our heart.  In 1 Samuel 16:7 the Word reminds us that “… the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 

The hearts of the Children of Israel were not truly dependent upon God. They had been held captive for 430 years in Egypt. God knew they had to be rehabilitated and brought into relationship with Him.   One way to accomplish this was to show forth His power and might so they could understand that He, alone, was God.  He led them through the wilderness to the Red Sea. Exodus 13:18. Saints, the Word lets us know that even through their positioning process, God was with the people.  He went before them by day in the pillar of a cloud to lead the way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light.  Further, neither the pillar of the cloud nor the pillar of fire was taken away from the people. Exodus 13:21-22.  How awesome is that?  Even when we are “going through” God is still keeping, protecting, caring, and loving us. It doesn’t matter what comes our way as we get into position, God is with us. 

Please understand the test position. When the Children of Israel came to the Red Sea, they realized the Egyptians were behind them giving chase.  On one side of the river was the desert, on the other side - mountains. Saints, their position (as far as they could see) was not good and they were thinking, “Hmmm, I don’t think God has been a very good guide!” Because they were afraid (and do you really think you’d feel any different?), they began to murmur among themselves, question their plight, and start thinking they’d be better off with the Egyptians.  (Please read Exodus 14:12).  In our own lives, Saints, it sometimes looks like we’ve taken a wrong turn, misunderstood or misheard God’s Word, and sometimes we may feel as though we’ve trusted in Him for nothing just because we find ourselves in a position of desperate need. But Moses stood before the Children of Israel and said, “Fear ye not, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord which he will show to you today.” Exodus 14:13.

It doesn’t matter whether the position you’re standing in today finds you in need of a financial blessing, a job, or a Word of confirmation from the Lord. Somebody ought to lift up His name, give Him praise, and shout for the joy He has placed in your heart!  

I am a vessel of the Lord, only able to say what He gives me to say and what He wants His children to hear.  Listen, my sisters, my brothers, God has not forgotten you! God will do what He said He would do. God has you covered from the crown of your head to the soles of your feet. Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.  No weapon that has been formed against you is going to prosper. God has said, “it will not come nigh your dwelling.” You may feel the breath of the ‘beast’ you are facing upon your neck, but God is saying, “the bite won’t come.” You may feel its breath and have a feeling of being smothered and truly believe the mouth is about to take a bite.  But God is saying to you and me today, “stand still and see the salvation of the Lord!” The Word reminds us that “the devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy; he is as a roaring lion.” It does not say he is a roaring lion! Is God a man that He should lie? Is He the son of man that he should repent? He is Lord and if He said it, He will surely do it! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Three: Day Three

Position

I trust God! I have faith that He is going to come through for me in all I set out to do in His Name. I make it a point to speak His Word back to Him and meditate on His Word. I stand waiting; expecting the blessing I know is on the way. I feel good inside, I have reached a certain level of confidence in the Lord.  So tell me, where do the doubt, fear, and confusion I sometimes feel come from? 

Saints, many of us can attest to the statements above. We are doing all that we know how to do and still we “go through.”  We still experience pain, hardship, and trouble. Jesus said, “… In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33. God’s Word reminds us that “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.” Psalms 34:19. I remember one particular day at work I was having “one of those days” and had just received some news that took my very breath away. I got up from my desk and, using the stairs, took the walk down to the first floor.  In the stairwell, I began to cry and ask God “Why?” I screamed on the inside and allowed my emotions to have a field day. I heard the Lord speak the very words of  Psalms 34:19. “Many are the afflictions, Tonya, but I shall deliver you out of them all.” Have you ever begun to fret and suddenly a Word will come into your heart and mind to bless your soul? You’re in position, yes, but still the pain, doubt and fear will come upon you like an unexpected wave.

Saints, here is the answer to it all – we must remain focused and in a position of expectancy. As we wait on the Lord, He will strengthen our hearts; but we also need to understand that, while the Lord is working, the enemy isn’t finished with us. We may feel blessed and on cloud nine, but remember feelings change … they can be as unpredictable as the weather … from day to day. We have to stay the course even when the course seems unrecognizable. 

A Personal Note: I am going through some financial distress at this time of my life. I was taken aback to find that my bills were piling up and that the cash was not coming in fast enough. I am in jeopardy of losing some very special things in my life. My soul was totally and utterly cast down within me. I doubted, became fearful, and tried to hide away.  But, God! My God spoke to my heart and said, “Go to bible study tonight.” Now, going to bible study on Wednesday’s is generally no problem. But on this particular Wednesday, I just wasn’t feeling it.  I said, “No, Lord, not tonight.” God spoke to me again and again … about every 30 minutes.  Then around 7:00 p.m., He said it so loud that I felt the power of His words lift me off my couch! Saints, I grabbed the first bible I could find and ran out of the house!  My thoughts were mixed and I was still coming up with all kinds of excuses as I tried to convince myself to  not go to church. I didn’t have the right bible, it was getting late, I wouldn’t be able to find a seat, the pastors were not there and I didn’t know who was preaching.  The enemy helped me come up with a whole lot of excuses that evening. But I made it to church in time to receive the awesome Word God had prepared for me. He wanted me to be encouraged and know that He was with me.  He wanted me to know that I did not have to fear doubt, or try to hide and that His hand was upon me – keeping me, loving me, and caring for me. I didn’t have to worry about anything. God knew what I was going through and was able to handle it for me. The words that came forth that night helped me to praise God louder than the situation; to worship Him more than the situation; to kneel before Him and acknowledge His power and might more than the time I was giving to the situation. I was blessed, truly blessed. Did I receive money from on high? Did I get something to make me jump for joy? No, the situation is still the same, but I have refocused my efforts to praise Him for I know He is able and will see me through!

I am so blessed to have the Lord on my side. I know that I can stand firm.  There are times, Saints, that I feel so bad when I, once again, allow my feelings and the devil’s suggestions to throw me off kilter. What did Jesus do when He was tempted by the devil in the wilderness? Did you know that His temptation was a sign and testament for us that when the devil comes we are to speak the Word back to him? Jesus simply replied each time, “it is written.” See Matthew, Chapter 4.  But you know what?  We can’t stand firm and say, “It is written” if we don’t know what is written. What does the Word say about faith, trust, and God’s ability to keep us? What does the Word of God say about any given situation we may find ourselves in today? Saints, the Word of God is essential in order for us to live a victorious and abundant life in Christ Jesus. There are times I slack off when it comes to studying the Word of God. Yes, I slack off! I am not perfect and I don’t know everything and. if anyone believes they are, the Word of God should disavow them of that notion.  Galatians 6:3 tell us”… if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.” No one except God is perfect, and no one is without sin but Christ Jesus. 

I read the Word of the Lord, but I sometimes neglect to study. The Word of God says, “Study to show thyself approved a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. I get lazy just like most people do.  I, too, become complacent.  Sometimes I listen to radio stations in the car that take me back to places I don’t belong. I watch movies on TV and in movie theaters that tempt my flesh. We are not always on point, but the Word of God says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9. In our position, we must know the Word so that we can be victorious against all the wiles and fiery darts of the enemy (satan). We are not ignorant of his devices and this is why we must stay in prayer and not forsake the armor of the Lord. When you awake each morning, put on the armor; when you leave your home, keep that armor on, and, throughout the day, fortify your armor through prayer said in heartfelt faith.
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Three: Day Four

Position

Position:

Did you know that your position is divinely guided and protected at all times? “The Lord went before the Children of Israel by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead them the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light to go by day and night.” Exodus 13:21. For me, the blessing comes in the next verse which says, “He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, or the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.” Exodus 13:22
Saints, God has not forsaken you. He is with you to keep, protect, lead and guide you to your blessing.  We must get to the point where we can truly grasp and understand this truth.  God has told us to trust Him, yet we seek answers and we question Him. We almost demand an answer to a prayer, we want direction and we stress over getting it so much that we miss the Word of the Lord which simply says, “Trust me.” The answer is in His loving words – trust me.

Moses told the Children of Israel to stand still.  My sister, my brother stand still, today, and see the salvation of the Lord!  God will bring you through.  He will move on that situation for which you have so desperately sought His help. There is nothing too hard for the Lord, so why are you stressing over what is in His hands? If He said “trust me,” then you can be assured the situation is being taken care of.  Part of the problem is that we humans are so accustomed to doing something it’s our natural response to any situation. Responding is some manner or another gives us a certain level of comfort.  It tells us that something is being done and that we are in control. God doesn’t move according to our laws of time or space, but according to purpose … His purpose. “…there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1.  Everything has a purpose in God, but you must wait on Him. Don’t be moved by time, for time does not move God. You are not in control of your life; your life belongs to the Lord. The Word of God says, “… [We] are brought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:20. 

In your position … whether it is a position of need, waiting, or standing still … begin to glorify God for He and He alone deserves our praise, glory, and honor. We spend far too much time worrying and not enough time immersed in the Word of the Lord which tells us to “seek ye first the kingdom of God and all his righteousness and all things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33. Our brother, Paul said, “All things are ours.”  God is able to take care of all our needs and even gives us the desires of our hearts if we are seeking Him and those things which are above. He led the Children of Israel and never left their side. He leads us today in the same way, but we have something more and that is His spirit dwelling within us. The Word of God says, “[our bodies are] the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in [us], which [we] have of God, and [we] are not our own.” 1 Corinthians 6:19.  Our very bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost!  We can not afford to give negative thoughts or things that will defile our temple permission to enter.  When we doubt, give in to fear, or begin to give a place to the enemy, we fail to trust God for what He is able to do in our lives.  We risk corrupting the ‘temple’.  God knew the plan He had for the Children of Israel.  He knew where He wanted to take them.  He also knows His plan for our lives and knows where He desires to take us. All he asked the Children of Israel to do was to trust Him.  He is asking the same of us today. God said, “Trust me.”  We don’t have to know what He is doing, when He will do it or how He will accomplish it.  All we have to do is trust Him fully for He is God and knows all things! Remember you may be standing in need, but the Word of God says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof …” Psalms 24:1. Everything belongs to God hence it is ours, but we must trust Him fully! Give God the glory He desires, simply because of who He is! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Two: Day 5

Position 

It would seem that God has made a way and we, unfortunately, were not aware of it. The Word of God says, “It shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Isaiah 65:24
Saints, the way has already been made for us.  It was set and determined by God. All we have to do is stand firm on the Word of God, for it tells us to “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD.” Exodus 14:13. The Children of Israel only had to stand still because God was moving and doing everything for them. My sisters and brothers we, too, have to stand still because the Lord is truly doing everything for us! It is done but we must stand in position to walk through the parted waters when God says “Walk!”  Saints, right now, today, we need to be in the position to go when God says it is time to go. We must trust that God has made a way even if we can’t see the way. Remember, “we walk by faith and not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

Our position is most important to the furtherance of our faith and commitment to apply the Word of God to our lives. Saints, how can we receive if we are not in position to receive? How can we speak if our heads our hung down low? How can we walk if we are not standing upright, the proper position to walk? Position is something that we can mark. It is founded upon our faith that whatever present position, we are holding onto the very Word of God. Whatever happens, our faith should not waver nor should it in any way be compromised. If the enemy throws everything at us, including the kitchen sink, we will still remain firm for our faith position fortifies our reliance upon the ability of God to do what He said He would and could do. 

I remember when my husband first became ill. Before the heart attack, he was diagnosed with prostate cancer. He came home and sat on the chair looking as if all was lost. I asked him what was wrong and he replied, “I got cancer.” I said in disbelief, “Cancer?” He repeated angrily, “I got cancer!”  I held his hand and said, “God is able.” Our positions, his and mine, were ordained and set by the Lord, and no matter how challenging it was we were still in position to receive healing, strength, peace, and the love of God. God is in control of all things even when things happen that we don’t fully understand. Our position, you see, was our faith and that gave us the ability to stand firmly on His Word and know with blessed assurance that He is a healer, a comforter, and one whom we could “cast all our cares upon [the Word of God] for he cared for us.” 1 Peter 5:7. God cares for us and we must hold our position of faith. We were both blessed as we went through many tests and, finally, the operation to remove his prostate.  We were able to minister to people and my husband was especially able to minister to those also had cancer. The one thing we both realized during this time in our lives was that – yes, my husband truly had cancer but cancer did not have him! Position, my sisters and brothers, is essential and it must be founded upon our faith that God is able!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Four: Day One

Proclamation:

This has been an awesome few weeks! God has moved mightily, and I am overjoyed because I know many are being saved! I have been under attack, and I know the enemy is not happy with our commitment to pray for the unsaved this entire month of July. I have been praying not only for those who do not know Christ but also for the backsliders.

The Word of God says, “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.” Hosea 14:4. This scripture is a direct insight into the love God had for Israel as well as the love He has for us today. God is faithful, longsuffering, merciful, loving, and forgiving. We have sisters and brothers who have backslidden and fallen off the course. How do we encourage those who have stepped off the path that leads to God? We can encourage them with the words of our brother Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” We must also encourage them to keep the faith. Pastor John Edmondson of Victory in Christ Christian Center explains faith this way: “Faith is corresponding suitable action, for what I believe God for in His Word.”  Sometimes, things are going to look bad, move in the wrong direction, and our spirits will feel heavy but we, who are in Christ, walk by faith and not by sight.  We have the Spirit of the Living God within us, and God is carrying the weight of it all.  As we remember these things, we can and must encourage others through our words and, most importantly, through our actions as we live out our faith and belief in the Words of the Lord.

The Word of God says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13. Yes, we are tempted daily but God is there to help deliver us. God is faithful and here, again, we get a glimpse of His character. God is faithful and will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear. Saints, we ought to proclaim that God is faithful and able to bring back those who have gone astray. The Word of God tells us, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25. God will forgive and there is no need for us to be afraid to return to our Lord and King. 

God is able to erase those things we hold over ourselves. We put ourselves under so much stress because, in our weakness, we believe God can not do what His Word proclaims. We doubt that He will forgive us even though His Word plainly says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.

God is able and we must let our brothers and sisters, who suffer in the darkness, know that there is nothing too hard for our Lord, even the cleansing of our sins. Many are afraid; they truly believe they have no recourse. They are caught up in what others have told them about forgiveness; they hang on to what they think they know. God does not hold anything against us.  The story of the prodigal son is a prime example of the Lord’s forgiving nature and love. Please read this awesome testimony of backsliding and the subsequent welcome home that the son received, Luke 15:11-32. God is ready to welcome home our brothers and sisters who have gone astray. They have recourse, we are their strength. The Word of God says, “If we know of someone who may be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.” Galatians 6:1. Can we stop complaining about what we don’t have, about what’s going wrong in our lives, and stop talking about who did this or that long enough to encourage someone’s heart, mind, and soul?  If we will just take the time, we can help to save a brother or a sister. The Word of God says, “some of us plant and others water but it is God who gives the increase.” 1 Corinthians 3:6-7. Let us join together and proclaim the faithfulness of God to those who have backslidden! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Four: Day 2

Proclamation:

Saints, I must say, God is so good!  We have dedicated this month to praying for the salvation of our loved ones, friends, and even those we only know on a casual basis. I pray you have been as diligent in prayer for the salvation of our brothers and sisters in Christ as we have this month. It has been a true blessing. I know the enemy has been busy this month.  He likes to “turn up the heat” when we concentrate on the well-being of others, but God is good.  And greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. Let us be encouraged and comforted to know that God is with us!

In 1 Corinthians, Paul addressed the Corinthian church about divisions.  In chapter three he referred to the Corinthian Church as “carnal” because of the envy, strife, and factions that were evident in the body. How do these various divisions come to be? How can we, as Christians, allow ourselves to be split into factions?  How can the envy rear its ugly head among people committed to Christ?  And how does strife creep into a body committed to love one another as we love ourselves?  Many times we get caught up in the who, what, and where but fail to glorify God. We worry about this one and that one and what he or she may be saying about us instead of coming to church to lift up the name of the Lord. We do not reverence the house of God instead, many come into the sanctuary talking, chewing gum, laughing, and not appreciating the gathering as a time to praise, worship, and honor God. Our children run through the sanctuary, yelling and totally disrespecting the house of God. We take time to look around to see what our sisters are wearing (or not wearing) and maybe take a quick look at that fine lookin’ man that just walked in (with no woman on his arm).  Some of us seem to believe that church is a place to go to see what’s going on in someone else’s life. 

Paul said, “I can not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:1. Why?  Well, Saints, it’s because we are so caught up in the natural that we can’t begin to understand those things that are spiritual. We want to belong to the most popular clique.  We want to be noticed for our titles which, according the Word of God, mean little for, “… your faith must stand in the power of God, not on the wisdom of men.” 1 Corinthians 2:5. Who are we but ministers of the Lord charged to spread the gospel of Christ? “We are laborers together with God; we are God’s husbandry, we are God’s building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9. We can not pray for the salvation of our brothers and sisters when we are busy trying to read and judge them. We can’t look past their sins long enough to understand that we are still sinners ourselves and saved by the grace and the power of God.  Jesus said, “why behold thou the mote that is in thy brothers’ eye but consider not the beam that is in thine own eye?” Matthew 7:3. Saints, why are we so carnal and caught up in the natural when it is the power of the gospel, through Christ Jesus, that is able to save a soul and even help us to stay the course?  What really matters?  Is it watering and planting so that God can give the increase to the lives of our brothers and sisters? Or do you think it’s holding on to what we think we have control over and allowing opportunities to speak the Word of God into someone’s life to pass us by? 

It is time to proclaim the truth. God desires our reverence and it is time we take notice of our actions. Please read Titus 2: 1-10.  Saints, we must ‘step it up’ and be identified with our belief in God. Our behavior, our ‘fruits’ should reflect our commitment to apply the Word of God to our lives! 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Four: Day 3

Proclamation

It does not matter how many people are on your back today urging you to pay a bill, work harder on the job, or do any of the other things you need to do in your home, for your kids, or your spouse. No matter what is going on today, it’s not important ‘cause God has not changed. The Word of God says, “For I am the LORD, I change not.” Malachi 3:6. 

How powerful a statement of truth is that? God does not change! He is the same today, yesterday and forever. That means all of the Lord’s characteristics that we see and experience are not only evident in His holy Word, but are what we can firmly stand on today and every day. God is faithful, loving, caring, and will meet our needs. He takes care of His own! He provided for the Children of Israel “back in the day,” and He will provide for us today. He protected, upheld, fed, clothed, and watched over them and He is doing the same for us today. We are not alone, despite what the enemy would have us believe. God almighty is with you and He’s with me this day and forever more! God will not leave nor forsake us.  He is able to do exceedingly and abundantly more than we could ever ask or think. Our faith must stand in the midst of what is happening around us. Can you trust God long enough and deep enough for deliverance? Can you trust Him to take care of your needs? Can you give Him the situation and say, “Lord, have your way!” Sometimes you may wonder to yourself if God is even aware of what you’re going through. The Word of God says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1. He is present but, far too often, we fail to acknowledge His presence. 

Many believe God but, sometimes, our belief is challenged because of the situations in which we find ourselves. The situations are different for each of us, but the effects are the same. We are challenged in our effort to stand firm on the promises of God on every side. However, we are not alone … the Word of God says, “He is present to help us in our time of trouble.” 

The other day I was in the same hospital in which my husband passed away. It’s always a challenge for me to walk through those doors though, I have to admit, it gets easier every time I do it.  As I stood in the back of the elevator, a woman got on that I had worked with many years ago. We worked well together but I remember how everyday she would come in and complain about not having this or that. She would tell me that she was not pretty enough or smart enough. She constantly compared herself … to her disadvantage … to others. Now, Saints, this was a beautiful woman. She had so much going for her; it was shocking to realize how little self-confidence she had. However, her family had beaten her down all her life and, unfortunately, the men she had allowed in her life had done the same.  She had been psychologically beaten down for so long that there was barely anything left. There were times I actually dreaded going to work knowing she would be there. She physically drained me … every time she would come up with a negative, I would have to come back with a positive. At that point in time, I wasn’t very strong in my relationship with the Lord and I wasn’t able to handle the situation spiritually so, I helped as well as I could utilizing natural skills.  I didn’t give her food of the Word but, rather, food of the world.  Saints, this woman could take the fun out of winning a million dollars! She had a knack for stealing away any joy and peace that came to rest in a room. She didn’t even realize just how negative a person she was at that time.  And she also didn’t know that, with every negative word she spoke, she was digging a deeper and deeper hole for herself.

So, when I saw her I thought, “She looks the same.” The Spirit of the Lord allowed me to see that nothing in her life had changed.  In fact, it had gotten worse. She still looked beaten down. I remember she would dress down because she said people might think she was “tryin’ to be cute” if she dressed nicer or got her hair done. She wouldn’t wear makeup because, again, someone might accuse her of “tryin’ to be cute.”  Except for her constant complaints, she had deliberately made herself invisible to the world. I wanted to tell her that Jesus loves her! That she did not have to live that way or think so negatively. I wanted her to know that she deserved better because Jesus died and was resurrected for her to live an abundant life, a life filled with joy, peace, and love. I wanted to grab a-hold of her right in that elevator and shake some sense in her. But God held me and I just stood there watching the sadness in her deportment because, as always, she never lifted up her head. Can you imagine someone holding their head down all the time? Never lifting their head save for direction and even then just enough to see to get on an elevator or walk up a flight of stairs?  How sad and unnecessary! God did not send His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us to have any of us thinking we have no recourse, no way out, no hope! The Word of God says, “for the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.” Isaiah 38:18. Saints, our hope is in God! We can not hope in Him if we are walking around with dead spirits. Lift up someone today, give them the Word of Encouragement and make a difference in the lives of your brother and sisters! Proclaim God’s love and the truth of His Word!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Four: Day 4

Proclamation:

I was praying the other day and feeling spiritually heavy and frustrated by some issues I am facing right now in my life. I asked God if I’d heard Him correctly when He spoke His specific promises into my life. I felt like I was the only one who heard Him saying that I was going to do a specific work and that He would never leave nor forsake me. Saints, I was wondering if God was even there to confirm that He had said those things. Yes, I was having one of those questioning moments. Questioning is not healthy but done in ignorance it can help us to regain ground. 

I went walking this morning and God spoke this to me, “You are laying foundation and the foundation must be laid with care and built upon the rock.” I was immediately taken to Luke 6:48 and Matthew 7:24 where Jesus spoke of a man who built his house soundly on foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, but could not shake it, for it was founded upon a rock.  See, Saints, some of us are in a position where we’re ready to take off in the Name of the Lord.  But God needs us to work on that foundation just a bit longer because He knows it must be sound enough to handle the satanic attacks that will most assuredly become more severe when the blessings He has in store for our lives come into fruition.  Saints, we are going to experience difficulties like never before … there will be pain, folks we think are on our side will desert us. We are going to need to know that our house is sound and solidly built upon the rock which is Christ. Christ is the rock and sound foundation that we must build upon. Our ministries, our lives, and our work must be built upon Christ who is able to sustain us in the time of trouble. 

Saints, we can’t do the work of the Lord and then be ready to give up and let go when things go awry.  We can’t just turn and run when the enemy turns up the heat.  We can’t allow fear or doubt to creep into our mind and spirit when attacks seem to be coming from every side. When we are faced with issues and circumstances out of our natural control we can not lose our faith.  When His disciples were practically paralyzed by fear, Jesus asked them, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.” Matthew 8:26. The storm began to rise and things seemed as if they were getting out of control. The disciples didn’t realize the power source they had onboard … “Christ.”  Fear and doubt took over and they began to fret. This is what we do! The storm comes and the winds blow.  Our bills are past due, jobs are lost, and ministries are in financial jeopardy … the list goes on. But Jesus is the same today, tomorrow and forever more.  All we need do is have our foundation set in Christ and built upon the ‘rock’ that is set on the solid ground of faith. We must walk by faith and not by sight. We can give praise for the Word of God says, “Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 2 Kings 6:16.  Yell it, proclaim it from the housetops, and make it known that if our house is built upon the rock, our foundation is sound for Christ has come to bring life and bring life more abundantly! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Evangelism Tool - Week Four: Day 5

Proclamation:

Let us worship God and give Him the glory He deserves for He is awesome. In Acts 8:26-40, we read how Philip was instructed by the Lord to go to a specific place and there, he met a man from Ethiopia who was a “eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians…” This eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship.  When Philip met him Ethiopian was reading from the Prophet Isaiah, earnestly seeking the Lord but needed to be guided in his learning. God blessed him and also allowed Philip to see that the gospel was for all who will believe. Saints, God will lead us where He needs us to be so that we may bring a Word to someone seeking to hear.  

The gospel of Christ Jesus is power. Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16. Saints, the gospel is for everyone. The Word of God says, “For many are called, but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:14. Saints, we can call them and not be afraid of what they will say or do. They are either going to accept the truth or deny the power. It is not up to us to determine to whom we will preach the gospel.  Peter had to be taught this truth. God created everyone and everything.  Originally, there was no thought of taking the gospel to the Gentiles.  At that time, the Jews believed that the inhabitants of the Gentile nations were unclean. The Lord came to Peter and told him, “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” Acts 11: 9. 

You may look on your brother or sister who is addicted to crack, heroin, alcohol or some other substance and say to yourself, “That person is not worthy to be saved. They don’t need to hear the gospel because they’re not going to change.” You may believe they’ve done too many evil things and hurt too many people, but the Word of the Lord says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. Sin is not measured in length, width or height – sin is sin to God. All have sinned and fallen short. You and I may have it together in the sense that we have given our lives to the Lord, but we were also sinners who were saved by His grace.  God’s grace is in abundance and is bestowed upon whom He pleases, not whom we would choose. 

Let’s stop being judgmental and begin to trust God for all things and do what He has called us to do without question. There are consequences to not believing the Word of the Lord. When we stand in doubt the Word of God says, “without faith it is impossible to please him.” Hebrews 11:6. You should not doubt that.  When you believe the brother or sister you decided has committed unspeakable sins can’t be saved, the Word of God says, “God has chosen the base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things that are.” 1 Corinthians 1:28. God has chosen and lifted up people we believe are pretty worthless and also brought low those the world has often held in high esteem. God does not use human logic when deciding who and what is worthy of His love and mercy.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Salvation

We have discussed some key elements in reference to salvation.  I pray that everyone trusted and believed God while praying for the salvation of at least one person during the month of July. I believe that we are going to see the manifestation of our prayers for the salvation of others very soon. Please continue to pray and trust God for their souls. 

I wanted to wrap up the month of prayer for salvation with encouragement. God has given us such power but so often we fail to utilize that power to its fullest extent.  Saints, the power we have through the Lord, our God, is capable of doing the extraordinary.

My family and I take a trip every year to Ocean City, Maryland. We try to do something different each time, but usually wind up doing the exact same thing time and time again. One particular time, my brothers decided to go jet skiing. Both had done this before but not often enough to even remotely be considered experts. They set out and we decided to do something other than watch them. We waited for them to return but, in due time, we received a call from my younger brother saying that one of my brothers had fallen off his jet ski was unable to get back on. I made sure he was okay first; then I laughed.  The ironic part of this story is that on his return to the hotel, the brother who had fallen repeatedly spoke of the power of the jet ski. He said the jet ski’s power was in the handle bars and that it had been difficult to hold on because he could feel the handle bars vibrating. The handle bar vibrations were stronger than usual, in part, because of the stronger currents present due to the rather strong storms we’d been experiencing. The waves were enormous for the East Coast. But his concentration on the power in the jet ski was what I concentrated on.

As Christians we have a great deal of power working in us, the Word of God says, “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.” Psalms 62:11. This same power dwells in us through the Holy Spirit. “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” 1 John 4:15. The power we have, however, is controlled by God and there is no need to fear it because God is with us.  My brother was unable to handle the jet ski’s power under the circumstances he found himself. As a result of the strong currents and powerful waves, the vibrations coming through the handle bars bounced him up and down and tossed him into the sea. Saints, the winds may come and the storm may arise but we will never be utterly cast down for God is our source of all things. He has promised to never leave nor forsake us! 

We have power; the power is in our prayers. Prayer changes things!  Don’t give up on praying for someone. I am an intercessor and prayer warrior. What does that mean? I am committed to praying every day because I know that prayer makes a difference. I can’t help but pray. If I hear something negative about a person, place, or thing, I pray. If I see something with my very own eyes that needs prayer, I pray. I don’t ask questions, I pray. This is a gift from the Lord, one that I probably would not have chosen for myself. I don’t yield to pressure even though there are times I would love to just go to bed and not pray or get up and not pray.

Prayer is a part of my life and I must pray.  Like Jeremiah, I am compelled to do what God has purposed me to do. Jeremiah said, “… [God’s] word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” Jeremiah 20:9. Saints, at those moments when I ‘get in my flesh’ and just want to go to sleep, I cannot relax and drift off to sleep.  Trying to suppress the Words of God within me is, indeed, like fire shooting up in my bones … it causes me pain … I cannot rest.  Through all my denial of the power within me, I find myself tired from trying to contain His Word within me.  If I don’t jump up, I at least lie in my bed and pray silently. 

I encourage each of you to not give up.  Instead, remember that you have the power of God dwelling in you. Don’t look at the situation and think nothing is happening. We, the Saints of God, walk by faith and not by sight. Believe God and lean not to your own understanding for He, and He alone, is able
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."
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