Good Morning Saints, can you accept God’s will?

The Will of God
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Saints, have you ever been upset, confused or just plain shocked at what God had done in the life of someone you knew? Have you ever suffered from emotional turmoil at a decision God made in the life of one your friends? Can you accept the will of God for your life and what He may have done or will do in another’s life? God is sovereign and Lord!

Samuel had some issues over a decision God made in the life of King Saul.  If you will recall, God had made Saul King over Israel. Saul disobeyed God and the Spirit of the Lord was lifted from him and God allowed an evil spirit to come upon Saul. Samuel had been called years earlier by God to not only anoint Saul but to be his advisor as well. He laid hands on Saul and was in his life before he became King. As you can imagine, Samuel developed strong feelings for Saul and considered him a friend and brother. When God lifted His Spirit from Saul, “Samuel mourned for Saul.” 1 Samuel 15:35. Because of his love for Saul and his dedication to his reign as King, Samuel mourned for Saul in spite of the fact that he knew Saul had done evil in the sight of God and had failed to follow His will.  Samuel said unto Saul, “Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee.” 1 Samuel 13:13. But even so, Samuel continued to mourned and tried to help Saul in spite of himself. God said to Samuel, “how long will thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?” 1 Samuel 16:1.  Saints, God rejected Saul because of his disobedience and failure to follow His commandments. Samuel knew what Saul had done, but still remained faithful to him.

Saints, there have been … and will be … many who walk along with us and grow with us in the Lord.  We will fellowship with them and develop strong bonds of friendship with some of these people.  But know this, Saints, some are going to move away from striving to do the will of God, and we will almost certainly be emotionally distressed to see our fellow journeyers fall by the wayside. But the Word of God says, “These are inveterate murmurers (grumblers) who complain [of their lot in life], going after their own desires [controlled by their passions]; their talk is boastful and arrogant, [and they claim to] admire men’s persons and pay people flattering compliments to gain advantage.” Jude 1:16.  In any group of people – even among those striving to do the will of God -- there will always be those who choose to go after their own desires and ultimately be unable to commit unto God their salvation and subsequent walk.  Saints, “God will not allow Himself to be mocked … for whatever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap.” Galatians 6:7.

Even though we grow up in the Lord along with many other people, we can only see that part of them they allow us to see. We are not able to witness what they may have done or are doing in secret, but God is able to see what we cannot.  He is fully aware of the fraud some of our brothers and sisters perpetrate in our sight when they choose to follow after their own desires while mouthing words of piety and submission to God. The Word of God says, “For there is nothing hidden except to be revealed, nor is anything kept secret exception order that it may be made known.” Mark 4:22. In God’s own time, they will receive their just reward. 

But, Saints, God wants to know, just how long will we mourn for those whom He has rejected?  How long will we focus undue attention on those who consciously chose to ignore the will of God for their lives?  Why are we going through emotional and psychological distress over an issue we don’t fully know the truth about or understand?  God may have ‘sat down’ a pastor you know or a Bishop from whom you grew up hearing the Word of God. God sat these people down for reasons known only unto Him and the individual.  Yet, we have the audacity to start wondering, worrying, and trying to figure out why God is doing  what He’s doing or better yet -- why God allowed this or that to happen in the first place. What of God’s “WILL?”  Saints, we are called to do a work of God.  We are not called to stop doing what we were told to do just because we allow ourselves to get caught up in minding God’s business?  God gives each of us specific direction … we talked about that a few days ago … and if we, or anyone else, choose to not follow His direction, then sin prevails and the judgment of God is set forth. 

The Book of Acts tells us that Peter and the some of the other disciples preached the gospel of Christ boldly. One of the results of their bold evangelizing was that many of the people who heard them went and sold all they had and laid the profit at the feet of the disciples.  Everyone sold what they had so that no one was without and no one was in greater supply then their brothers. Everyone was equal and no one wanted for anything. But there was this couple, Ananias and Sapphira, who sold their possessions like everyone else, but kept part of the money. Ananias came and set a portion of the profit from his sale at the Apostle’s feet. Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart that you should lie to and attempt to deceive the Holy Spirit, and should [in violation of your promise] withdraw secretly and appropriate to your own use part of the price from the sale of the land?” Acts 5:3.  The Word tells us, “that upon hearing the words of Peter, Ananias fell down, and gave up the ghost (died): and great fear came on all them that heard these things.” Acts 5:5.  Saints, we cannot lie to the Spirit of the Lord without consequence.  And, please, don’t think that what we do ‘in secret’ is hidden from God.

When Ananias died, fear fell upon the people because of the judgment of God.  It wasn’t the kind of fear that would cause the people to run or hide but, instead, it was the recognition of the greatness and the awesomeness of the Lord God and it resulted in the people having great reverence for such a holy and mighty God.  The Word of God goes on to tell us that Ananias’s wife, Sapphira, came in and confirmed the lie of her husband and she also fell down straightway at Peter’s feet and yielded up the ghost Acts 5:10. 

Saints, “many signs and wonders were shown to the people at the hands of the Apostles.” Acts 5:12.  The witnesses to the power of God through His Apostles went on to do a work themselves and fulfilled the will of God because that … doing His will … is what mattered, not the death of two people who lied before the Hoy Ghost. 

Can we, in today’s world, believe and trust enough in the Lord God Almighty to continue on with our unique walk with Him and not get caught up in asking why and trying to figure out what happens with other people? Can we trust God’s Word just enough for ourselves?  Saints, may God’s will be done in all of our lives.  God is continually perfecting things in us and we should know that “we are not sufficient of ourselves [to think for  ourselves]; but our sufficiency is of God.” 2 Corinthians 3:5.

If it is God’s will that someone is “sat down” and dealt with in whatever fashion God has planned, who are we to get caught up in emotional turmoil over what He chooses to do or not do?  The will of God is being done in the lives of those who are steadfast ... that is all we need to know.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God deserves our praise and blessings. 

Does the Blessing Stop When the Prayer is Over?
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Saints, praising God and lifting up His name is a great way to enter into prayer. As we bless our Lord and Savior, as we magnify His name we tear down everything that the enemy has tried to set up within our lives.  We are overcome by our praise! “God inhabits the praises of his people.” Psalms 22:3.  When we praise and bless the name of the Lord, He comes down upon us, overshadowing (i.e., the infilling of the Holy Spirit) and filling us with all strength and peace. Saints, the blessings of the Lord rest upon us as our praises go up. We may have entered into prayer crying, but the Word of God says, “The righteous cry and the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.” Psalms 34:17. When we get into prayer, we will receive from God.  “This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.” Psalms 34:6. 

Many times we enter into prayer after a hard day at work, right after an argument, or some other stressful situation.  Under these circumstances, our entrance into prayer is hindered by what we previously experienced.  But, Saints, what is important is our praise before the prayer and the way we bless the Lord as we … with patience … let go of all that may have happened. As we cry out and bless God we are, in essence, releasing the trials of the day so that we may be freed. How? Because our praise and blessing of the Lord sets us free to pray for ourselves and the needs of others. But, you ask, “does the blessing end after the prayer?”

We ought to bless the Lord at all times, even in the midst of trouble we ought to bless His holy name. The Word of God says, “I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. Saints, we bless the Lord and Him only, because it is He who is able to deliver us.  Our murmuring, complaining, fears, and doubts just bring about anxiety.  We need to bless the Lord before we enter into prayer, after prayer, and continually throughout our day. Saints, the Word of God says, “When thou lie down, you shall not be afraid: yes, you shall lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.” Proverbs 3:24.

As we continually bless the Lord our very sleep is sweet because our thoughts are brought under subjection to the very Word of God.  We’re not supposed to magnify what we are going through; we are to magnify God by the blessing of His name … and only His name. Bless the Lord at all times for He is able to keep us and strengthen us in the midst of our troubles. We bless the Lord because we know that there is none like Him!  A God who is able to comfort in the storm, to bring peace during the turmoil, this is what our blessing of the Lord will do, for God takes care of all our needs even those needs we cannot fully identify. As our lips boast of the greatness of the Lord, our soul basks in the light of the Lord and whatever may have happened just before we entered into prayer, seems to disappear before our eyes … it doesn’t even matter … for great is the Lord and He is greatly to be praised! 

Saints, when we bless the Lord we are honoring Him because He is good and worthy to be blessed at all times. We bless from the depths of our souls, from the pit of where we ache. We bless the Lord for He is worthy and good! God is able to bring us out of whatever we may have faced before we entered into prayer.

Saints, did you know that God is able to hide us in His pavilion? The Word of God says, “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me upon a rock.” Psalms 27:5. Saints, as we bless the Lord He will spiritually transfer us into the secret place of His pavilion … His place of comfort and security. God places us upon a rock, the rock of strength and fortification. Yes, we ought to bless His name for the Word of God says, “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth.” Philippians 2:10.  In His very name we have the freedom to release all to Him and receive all God has for us. 

When does the blessing end? It doesn’t for we should be blessing and honoring the Lord continually -- this is how we break through the hurt, pain, and guilt. Saints, have you ever experienced a breakthrough? Have you ever been on the other side of breakthrough? Our blessing of the Lord is our breakthrough! Our honoring and worship of God is our deliverance. For the Word of God says, “Though I may walk in the midst of trouble God will revive me.” Psalms 138:7.  It is the awesome strength of God that we invoke into our lives, by blessing God’s name. Can we bless God even after we have ended our prayer? Saints, we must bless God continually for He constantly blesses us through our obedience in giving unto Him that which He deserves … that is our blessing. The blessing of the LORD makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it. Proverbs 10:22
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your Sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is truth and we are able to walk in truth!

“Real Truth”
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Saints, have you ever been asked to tell the truth and found it difficult to even put in words? I mean you know how you feel but when it comes to articulating it in to words you can’t seem to find the words. Some of us even have trouble telling our friends, family, and loved ones the truth, we make the executive decision as to what they are able to handle. We prefer to believe that we are protecting them and shielding their feelings. We take the authority and decide what is good and not good for others. Whether you believe it or not this is a form of control. Jesus said; I am the way, the truth, and the life: John 14:6. Jesus is the epitome of truth! 

Saints, God deals with us only in truth so why is it so difficult to relate with one another in truth? Some of us go through so much and have seen so much that putting into words our fears, hurts, pains, and desires is truly hard for us to do, but not impossible. How do you share when you were use to holding everything because someone told you to stand up and be a man, some one said to you, “sharing shows a sign of weakness?” Saints, holding and shielding is a sign of bondage because what you fail to let go of, the enemy (Satan) will use against you. God knows our heart and he is aware of what lies beneath our smile, tear, and words. Jeremiah said; the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it, Jeremiah 17:9. Only God knows your heart, the “word” of God is a discerner of the intent of the heart, Hebrews 4:12. Saints, the LORD searches all hearts, and understands all the imaginations of the thoughts: 1 Chronicles 28:9. Every thought we have God understands. You may have thoughts that torment you, bring you to a place of sorrow and pain, but Saints God’s word tells us that he understands them even if we don’t understand them ourselves. Remember the word of God says; For we have not an high priest (Jesus) which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin; Hebrews 4:15. Jesus was without sin, although we are not perfect and will sin God’s word gives us comfort and reminds us; if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 1 John 1:9. You may have difficulty trying to explain to others what is wrong with you, what you are going through, and why you act the way you act. Some may not even know their selves what is wrong with them, but Saints this is why we put our trust in the one who is able to not only help us walk in truth about our selves, the plan of God for our lives, but to walk, see, and speak truth as we endeavor to deal with each other on a truthful level.  

We must serve the Lord with a perfect heart in order for us to deal in truth with others. Saints, we must get to a place where we can be honest with ourselves and with one another. The Holy Spirit leads and guides us into all truth; he is able to help us say what we are to embarrassed or ashamed to say. Truth is accomplished by your heart and mind being in unison. A though begins in the brain and formulates into words but it is your heart and mind which must be in unity working spontaneously in order for you to even begin to speak any truth. Did you know that the truth will set you free? Jesus said; ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free John 8:32. Jesus knew that if we did not accept the truth of our being, the gift of salvation which grants us the blessed opportunity to establish relationship with God we would fail to be free. Taking control of our thoughts, imaginations, and emotions begins with our being able to speak truth. People choose not to want to hear truth but if we as the word tell us; speak the truth in love, we may grow up into him in all things, which are the head, even Christ:  Ephesians 4:15. Being honest and speaking honestly begins with our being truthful with ourselves. Saints yes we love our friends and family but if we can’t speak the truth in love, if we can’t share and be honest with one another, how are we to grow, heal, and continue to live an abundant life free of bondage? You may think or believe whole-heartedly that your not being honest is a safeguard to protecting others, but all you are really doing is hindering your growth when you fail to put in words how you feel and what you are really thinking. There really is no such thing as I just didn’t know how to say it, you may be feeling shameful, thinking of another’s feelings and wishing not to heart them in any way but God said if you do all things in love you are not only helping yourself to move closer to God but you are helping others to understand that truth may hurt for a moment but the ultimate gratification is that they know the truth and you were able to reveal it to them in love. If the person you are speaking to can not accept this then know today it isn’t your problem or your fault if you choose to live, speak, and breathe truth! Truth begins with God revealing to you things about you and your being able to furnish that back to others. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is awesome and He is all you need!

Out of Nothing
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Genesis 1:2 tells us, “the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep." Saints, the heavens and earth were created out of nothing. Formed and forged by the spoken word of God. The Spirit of the Lord moved upon the earth. We know that the Word of God is quick and powerful.  It is able to change, heal, deliver and save.  God’s Spirit, which moved in the beginning, is the same today and moves upon us so that we are made to be something when in actuality … we are nothing. Saints, we are truly “nothing!”  Only through the might and grace of God are we able to be all things and be considered something.  Our degrees don’t make us something; they only provide us with credentials to speak and operate in a given profession. These credentials are something required by man but not God.  Even Pastors, Bishops and Ministers many of whom must be licensed to speak on behalf of God are servants, and only by the might and grace of God are able to deliver a word directly from God -- not because of their degrees or licensures, but because they trusted the Word of God which says, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (i.e., rightly handling and skillfully teaching) the Word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15. 

Now, Saints, don’t get caught up in the thought that you are nothing. Nothing is just being void of what is needed and healthy for us to grow and excel in God. Those things we have learned of the world and by the hand of society we should count as nothing when it comes to the excellence of Christ. The credentials of those who serve the Lord by speaking His word are founded on their ability and commitment to study the Word of God and to be approved by God as a workman who doesn’t need to be ashamed. A true student of the Word is one who studies the Word of God -- it is the only basis for theology. Those who seek to obtain God’s credentialing must know that God wants us to study His Word and humble ourselves to receive revelation as He deals with us through our suffering. Don’t get me wrong or misconstrue what God is trying to say. We must gain knowledge of those things we seek to speak and deliver but the Word of God says, “Not by might, nor by power." Zechariah 4:6. It is not by our might nor is speaking the Word of God done by anything in our power. It is, however, accomplished by our understanding, today, that we are nothing without God.  The Word of God tells us, "all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed (accounted) as nothing." Daniel 4:35.  We should not put stock in what we have learned of or from other men … only in what God has revealed to us. 

If we can come to an understanding, today, that we are “nothing” without God, we will then understand and accept God’s Word which is truth.  Pontius Pilate believed he was quite important … obviously a "something."  He also believed he had the power over what happened to Jesus, but Jesus told him "Thou could have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above." John 19:11. Saints, we have no power -- and all Pilate’s authority, schooling, supposed power, and family descent didn’t allot him the power to take the life of Jesus or accomplish anything -- except by the very hand of God.  God gave Pilate what he thought came by his own hand.  As ministers and those who speak the Word of God, we are only servants and what power we have in reference to speaking is given to us from above. We cannot accept accolades without acknowledging we did nothing in our own power but that it was God and God, only, deserves the glorification! 

God wants us to know that we must stop getting caught up in what credentials a person has that qualifies him or her to preach the Word of God or speak it with authority. The Jews marveled at Jesus, "They said, How is it that this Man has learning [is so versed in the sacred Scriptures and in theology] when He has never studied?" John 7:15.  Saints, they marveled at the authority in which Jesus spoke, the knowledge He had of the Word -- something many of them had studied for years but were still lacking in understanding! What good is it to know the Word of God through books and teachings, but not fully understand that it is God who provides the revelation? Jesus came in teaching by their letter [Scriptures and theology], but they couldn’t understand how He could teach with such power and conviction without having been formally taught according to their standards.

Why are we so caught up in knowing the credentials of those speaking on behalf of God? God wants us to learn and get understanding but people will set us up just to see if we know what we're talking about in reference to the Word of God -- they particularly want to see if what we know is in agreement with what they think they know. However, they fail to realize that God "chooses the foolish things to confound the wise." 1 Corinthians 1:27  Saints, the Word of God speaks for itself, we are but vessels of God bringing forth what He wants His people to hear. The Word of God is a discerner; it is able to pierce to the dividing of soul and spirit. Do we need to acquire knowledge?  Yes, but when we need to make a decision whether to accept someone who comes in the name of the Lord, we must be mindful of more than human credentialing to determine if that person is truly qualified to speak on behalf of God.  We must not get caught up in what 'papers' they have and fail to rightly divide (i.e., discern through the power of the Spirit if that person is rightly handling and skillfully teaching) the word of truth, which they speak. The Word of God says, there are some who are "ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth; 2 Timothy 3:7. 

God has chosen many men and women to carry His word forth.  Some were just children (literally or figuratively) but God said, "Say not, I am a child: for thou shall go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shall speak." Jeremiah 1:7.  Saints, God has placed His words in the mouth of some (not all) who speak the Word of God, but they are only able to speak God’s word when they commit to the hearing and receiving of God. God cannot work with the proud and boastful, only those humble enough in heart to accept that they are truly 'nothing' by themselves -- but mighty in God because God is mighty, powerful and able.   If we are in God, we are then able to trust in His power and not in ourselves or what we have accomplished.  Education is significant and certainly warranted, but when we trust in papers and forget what is truly important -- that in all we do, we ought to magnify and glorify God for without Him we could not accomplish a thing -- then our education, is incomplete! The Word of God reminds us, "[We] can do all things through Christ which strengthens [us]." Philippians 4:13. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is worthy but how do you know?
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Saints, how many of you have gotten saved (accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior) and went in thinking that everything was going to change for you? You may have been among many who thought that their lives were going to be stress free, trouble free, and without obstacles. The word of God says; all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12. You choose truth over darkness and when you made that decision you choose also to walk according to the principles and statues of almighty God. You made the decision to move out of worldly thinking and gain a more profitable knowledge and that is of truth. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5. 

We have many examples of those who exerise persistent faith in the bible. Endeavoring to go beyond their feelings, emotions, and what people may have said contrary to what God had purposed for them to do. Your faith is what helps to catapult you from the norm to the unbelievable. As we walk and purpose to do what God has called us to do we must not faint for the word of God tells us; let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not; Galatians 6:9. Saints you must today began to think and believe above what you see, hear, and feel. You have been chosen of God to do extraordinary things and you can’t accomplish the extraordinary by operating through an ordinary mindset. Your mind must be transformed that you walk in persistent faith. The kind of faith that in spite of what you suffer you are still holding on to truth. The kind of faith which resonates in all you do, no matter what it looks, feels, or even sounds like you believe beyond what you see! It is the very word of God, which gives you such confidence, assurance, and security. God’s word never changes, it shall not return to God void, but it shall accomplish that which God pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto God has sent it; Isaiah 55:11. 

In the workforce we are expected to do a job, we actually were hired because of the skills we possess to do the job we were hired into. The job is constant and remains the same. There may be however, additions to the job or necessary adjustments, which must be made, but the job is the same in that you may have been hired as a secretary and that is the job you are expected to perform, or a doctor, lawyer, or any other profession. The job is the same but there are things, which can and many times do become added additions to the job description. In many cases you may need to go for additional training so that you are kept up to date on the latest technological advancements, which are made everyday. See Saints, things do change but what remains constant is the job itself or the profession. We grow as the specific job we are doing grows because of additions that are added. God has also entrusted us to do a job, to fulfill a divine calling. We can’t give up nor can we stand defeated or waver because of what we see, hear, and feel. The word of God tells us; for we walk by faith, not by sight: 2 Corinthians 5:7. God also equips us to do the job we have been called to do. He placed in us all we would need to be victorious but to activate what is in us to do the job comes by our faith in the very word of God. We can access what is inside of us only by our tapping into persistent faith. Not giving up or in but pushing beyond the norm of society. Yes things will be added to the job that make the job more challenging, but as they are added God is equipping and preparing us through his word. We are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and a peculiar people; 1 Peter 2:9. We must persist because the word says; let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us; Hebrews 12:1. There are many obstacles in your way as you work to store up those heavenly things for when you return home to your Father our Lord. You face troubles, pain, tribulations but still you endeavor to hold on because of that persistence to do what you know is right. Nothing else matters for God has shown you something and that something is eternal and everything else is only temporal. You work to achieve that which is eternal and everlasting, that which will bring you life, peace, joy, and hope in spite of everything that is going on around you. Saints the word of God tells us; those that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint; Isaiah 40:31. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is able!

Great Things
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If we can believe that God is able, we can accomplish great things! How can we accomplish such great things in our lives? Because God is able to keep, strengthen, protect, and lead us. Saints, one of the most powerful passages in the bible is, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23.  Jesus said that and we know His Word is powerful and we also know that God cannot lie. Saints, we must begin to meditate on the truths and promises of the Lord God Almighty. 

Have you ever had a desire to do something? Have you ever felt passionately about a job, a project or a challenge but lacked the confidence to move out and do it? Many people have passions they allow to fade back into their subconscious. They are either too fearful, doubtful, or lack the confidence to go out and just do what they want or feel moved to do.

Saints, God spoke to me this morning and said, “If you would only believe!” It is a sad thing when people give up due to their lack of belief. What a waste of talent, opportunity, and much-needed innovation. There are gifted people ‘out there’ who have the answer to many of life’s problems, but they lack faith.  Saints, if we could just believe … just have the faith of the proverbial mustard seed … we would be able to do what we can now only dream of, think of, and imagine. 

I want you to just think about this word today … Able.  For those of us who believe in the Lord God Almighty and who accept His only Son, Jesus Christ, as our Lord and Savior, being Able means having the necessary resources, skills, know-how and/or authority to do something.  Saints, we have the authority because God has given it to us through Christ Jesus our Lord; we have the skills because whatever we are passionate about is our gift from God. Whatever purpose Our Father has set for us is directly connected to an appropriately useful God-given passion in our hearts.  It’s there … all you have to do is believe to bring that God-given passion into an active state! We have the power to move … right now, today … beyond what we see, hear, and feel. We can accomplish what we set our hearts, minds, and most importantly our wills to accomplish. Jesus said, “If you can believe!” Can you believe today? 

Society in general, the circumstances and situations of our lives, and the limitations we put upon ourselves have caused most of the setbacks we experience when it comes to doing that which we desire. But God has also shown me that many of my sisters and brothers are stagnant not because of societal limitations or circumstance, but because of their own laziness and their own lack of trust and belief.  Saints, what we need is there, right in front of our faces, at our very fingertips ... all we need to do is reach out, acquire it, take possession of it, and work it!

Remember the word of God which states, “we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”? Romans 8:28.  Just think, everything we consider bad, awful, detrimental, failings, and mishaps are working together for our good.  How, you ask?  Think about it -- how would we know not to go in a specific direction if we had not been tempted to do so, but something held us back?  How did we learn to not do something again except that we occasionally went “where angels fear to tread” despite the fact that ‘something’ tried to hold us back?  We usually suffered for our mistake in one way or another and, most of the time, we decided to never ‘go there’ again.  Everything that happens in our lives is ordered and controlled by God, but we … we weak and fallible humans … decide whether we want to live under God’s order and control or not. God does not do ‘bad’ things to His people, but our choices often result in ‘bad’ outcomes.

I know what you’re thinking, because we all go there.  You’re wondering, “What about all the bad stuff?”  Why would God, a loving God, allow such things to happen to me?  This is where we must get to know the nature of God.  Our God, the Word tells us, “is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.” Deuteronomy 4:24. We also are told that “God is love.” 1 John 4:7.   Here is where our personal relationship with God really comes into play.  Worshipping and studying within a Christ-centered community is good and necessary, but something else is needed.  As individuals, we must get to know God by studying His Word.  Through the power of the Holy Ghost, we will come to understand that the nature and characteristics of God are all there, spelled out in His Word. If we want to know something about God and why He did some specific thing in our lives, we must draw near to Him … not with a closed mind, accusing attitude and/or a judgmental spirit … with a pure heart. The Word of God tells us, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8. God is sovereign, mighty, and awesome! Each and every one of us must know this for ourselves through experience, prayer and the mighty Word of God.  Saints, God wants us to know right now, today, that we must believe!  We must stop wavering and allowing ‘self’ to get in the way of what is true according to the Word of God.

What is truth? We are going to look further into truth tomorrow, but for today can you believe beyond what your natural eyes see?  Can you step out of the fog you’ve been in and accepted for years? No matter what has happened to you, can you come up and out with a desire to do what God has placed in your heart?  Can you look beyond and begin to trust God? Can you accept, today, that everything that has happened in your life happened to get you to a place of strength to move you closer to your destiny in God? Can you, today, give it all up for the Excellency of Christ?  Give up, today … the pain, hurt, fear, shame, and doubt … all for The “Excellency,” the undefiled truth which is in the seat of Christ Jesus. Saints, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” James 4:8.  “Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established.” 2 Chronicles 20:20. 

Saints, you will be established if you believe!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! Faith!

“By Faith”







July 10th, 2007

Saints, By Faith, many miraculous things were accomplished, many are happening today, and many things have yet to be done. We know from the Word of God that By Faith, many of our brothers and sisters received the promises God to them. The Word tells us, “Who by [the help of] faith subdued kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promised blessings, closed the mouths of lions. Extinguished the power of raging fire, escaped the devourings of the sword, out of frailty and weakness won strength and became stalwart, even mighty and resistless in battle, routing alien hosts.  [Some] women received again their dead by a resurrection. Others were tortured to death with clubs, refusing to accept release [offered on the terms of denying their faith], so that they might be resurrected to a better life.”  Hebrews 11:33-35.  Saints, are we able, today, to believe and move out on what God has said and promised By Faith? 

By Faith, we are to move forth, reach out, and step out. We must, By Faith, begin to do what we would never do if it were not for Christ Jesus in our lives. We must take a step toward the unreachable, the unattainable, and the unspeakable. We can no longer live mediocre lives … we must live above our circumstances, trials, and tribulations.  It’s time to live above what we see, hear, and feel. Saints, it is time we took a step out in Faith. Whatever we are entrusting to God today, we must move to work that thing into existence.

James said that “faith without works is dead.” James 2:20. Saints, we must work our faith by stepping out on what we trust and believe in God. Someone needs a job … but hasn’t made a move to make it happen.  That someone is sitting around waiting for the perfect job to drop out of the sky into his/her lap, but God doesn’t work like that.  He wants us to “work” something first … that is, work our ability to believe By Faith. We “work it” by getting out of the house, completing job applications, asking God for guidance, asking Him for what we know, in the natural scheme of things, we could never possibly get.  God wants us to believe and have faith beyond what we see, feel, and believe. If we can think it, we can believe enough to move out on faith, today, so that God is able to give it to you.

The Word tells us, “without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6.  Saints, we are in total disobedience when we operate outside of what we know God is able to do … when we choose to not believe that God will, is able, and can do what we have entrusted Him to accomplish in our lives.  Each and every one of us must stand up alone and make the decision to trust God, on this very day, through faith and believe that everything we desire, God is able to perform in our lives. The Word tells us, “Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of your heart.” Psalms 37:4.

God gives when we set our hearts to look toward Him only, knowing that He is able to provide all we need and desire. Our hearts, minds, and souls must be set, today, to believe beyond and have faith that whatever we have entrusted to God He is able to deliver.  Have Faith, today, and work that faith so that we may stand among the many who By Faith brought to pass the things of God into their lives.  Who are you looking toward today, where and in whom does your faith lie? 

Many of us get all caught up in people, often in a specific person who has not brought anything lasting in our lives … anything of substance. Yes, he or she may have said some nice things, brought us even better things or, better yet, they may have been there when we felt our worst. But substance comes by faith, by our ability to believe that if things are meant to be in your life they will be for God is in control. Some of us need to, By Faith, give some of our relationships up and over to the Lord.  Are we drawing closer or further from God since we entered into certain relationships? This is the question we must ask ourselves of every relationship in our lives. If we acknowledge that the relationships we have are taking us from the Lord our God, then we have ample evidence that they shouldn’t be in our lives.  If we have feelings for them and find it difficult to think clearly, we need to move out and do what God has called us to do.  If that person is hindering our growth in the Lord when there had been growth then, Saints, it is time to take another look and By Faith move on and allow God to work not only on you, but that person as well.

We need to remember that nothing is able to stop what God has purposed … so if it is meant to be, it will be!  But Saints, if this person can do nice things for us, how much more can our heavenly father do.  He is Lord and King and we know from His very Word that “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Psalms 24:1.  Don’t get so caught up in people, stop worrying about what they’re doing or not doing.  Today we need to set our hearts to move By Faith so that we may obtain that which God desires to give us.  It is time that we, By Faith, get what God has for us.  It is time to stop worrying about what is going to be … or not. Anything that is helping us to move closer to God will remain, anything else … well, does it really matter if it is not within the will, purpose or plan God has for our lives? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Love Taken for Granted
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Saints, how many of you desire to be loved unconditionally? That is, a love which is not based upon how you act, what you do, and how much you give, but instead it has no conditions, no limits, and no reparations of any kind. You are loved without strings attached. Where can you obtain such love? The Word of God says, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. Saints, what greater love, God so loved you and me that He spared not His only Son, Christ Jesus to be given as a sacrifice for us! “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13. Christ laid down His life for us while we were still in our mess. Saints, “God commended his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. We didn’t have to do anything; there was no condition before the sacrifice! 
Many times we meet people who say they are interested in us and want to form a relationship, but they may not be truly ready.  They may have issues of their own stemming from past hurts and, because of that, are fearful of connecting and trusting someone again.  This fear hinders their ability to fully commit and love another.  We have good intentions, but good intentions do not get us very far. Some people want to enter into a relationship with us only if they can place conditions on what we can and can not do (control). Their love is based on how well we listen and accept all of the conditions set for us. Saints, God wants to have a relationship with you and me. He wants us to come to Him as we are so that He can bless us and restore to us all that life, other people, and even we have done to bring us to a place of regret, sadness, and defeat.

“God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened (has given us life though we were dead to sin) us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” Ephesians 2:4-6.  Truly, Saints, God outlined no conditions for He loved us first. The act of quickening us together with Christ was by and through His grace and mercy. We did nothing to deserve this love, nothing to draw it toward us.  But God saw fit to bring us into relationship with Him through His son Christ Jesus.

We have been given a great opportunity but we often take the love of God for granted and fail to realize the power His love has to bring about a change in us and in our lives.  We are so used to things being the way they are … with no substance, no power, no fortification … that we live beneath what God has purposed for our lives. Many still, have never known love and because of that have waged a war on anyone who even speaks of love. Some of us are so used to people using and abusing us that we believe love is something reserved for those whom deserve it … but never us.  We need to try a God who did something for us first and required nothing back. Why can’t we believe in a God who can never lie, one whose only desire is to see us prosper and be blessed? There are no underlying motives, only pure love. Saints, it is time we wake up and not only get an understanding of the love God has towards His children, but we also need to be able to accept the fact that God does love us even though we are not perfect. He loves us even though we have done some things for which we are ashamed.  He loves us even though we believe we have sinned a sin we consider to be unforgivable.  God loves you! 

Today, Saints, is the day we must stand and accept the love God has for us.  God has said, “There is nothing that will separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:39.  Nothing is able to separate the unconditional love God has toward us, so why do we continue to doubt so vehemently? God has extended His hand to us, but we have rejected Him due to our lack of faith even while we take it for granted that God loves His people.  Saints, be careful not to take the love of God has for you for granted, the Word tells us that “whosoever shall believe shall be saved.”  We also know by the Word of God, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” Romans 5:5.

We’ll be able to feel, taste, and see God’s love toward us if we will just stop taking for granted that everything which happens in your life is by chance, a coincidence, and/or a mighty move on our part. We tend to attribute every blessing to that of some coincidental happening.  Some call if fate and they never wonder where they would be today if it had not been for the love of God.  


Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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My Place
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Saints, I have often wondered where my place was, what my purpose was, and how I could make a difference. My desire was to make a difference in the lives of people.  That is what makes me happiest, but how could I accomplish this? I found that only as I drew closer to God was my place revealed and magnified within me. Saints, do you realize the amount of effort we put into accomplishing things? The word of God says, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. Saints our place and purpose is not based on our own efforts and intellectual capacity, it is based upon the movement and operating of the Spirit of the Lord. 

Each of us has a specific place, but our place begins in God. We cannot move or operate outside of God. The Word tells us, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28.  So, our place begins in God. What we desire to do was placed in us by God. What we seek the most is the driving force of our purpose and destiny. We are ‘somebody’ and, as individuals, we can make a difference if we begin with God.

Saints, God dropped this in my spirit, “I legitimize you.”  Only God can legitimize in us the work we endeavor to do for Him. You can do nothing by in your own power but the Word of God says, “I have given you power, love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. God has given us all we need to move out and accomplish in His Name. 

Many times we stagnate because we fail to grasp that we are not able to operate outside of God. God is our source, our energy, our supplier, and life giver. How can we live up to our potential if we search for our place in people, organizations, moving from state to state looking and searching? How can we effectively carry out that which we are called to by the Lord if we do not get grounded by positioning ourselves in God so that we may receive what He has for us and release us from what is neither good nor edifying for our souls.

We attend to every area of our lives, but our souls we neglect. We do not take the time to strengthen, care for, and build up our souls, because we disregard the truth -- and that is this -- God is eternal and everything around us is only temporary.  Saints, the Word of God says, “we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:18.

We must lay up for ourselves those things that will prosper our souls, and God will take care of everything else. Our place, our purpose and our destiny is all found in God. All that we seek and desire is found in God, but we have to understand that what we see with our natural eyes is only a temporary distraction that lasts but for a season. But, if we put in quality time seeking to find out who we are in God, we will reap many rewards … not just here on earth, but also in heaven. The Word reminds us, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” Colossians 3:2. Saints, if we can set our affections and our desires on finding our place as it pertains to our divine purpose, we will be directed to the correct path by God. Only through God can we find what so many of us are desperately lacking and need – comfort, peace, and joy.  As a matter of fact, because we tend to look in all the wrong places, many of us have come to believe we will never be able to obtain these gifts of God. 

We have a place and that place is found in God. We are His creation, loved truly only by Him. Jesus said, “For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known.” Luke 12.2. We have a desire to know our place and to have things revealed to us … only God can truly reveal them without conditions. Only God has our best interests at heart, and He desires only, in return, that we acknowledge Him and walk in obedience to His ways, statutes, and commandments. 

Saints, if you have ever wondered, ever been concerned about your place upon this earth you will bow down, today, before your heavenly father and seek Him.  For as you seek, the Word tells us, you shall find; as you knock, it shall be opened unto you; and, as you ask, it shall be given. Matthew 7:7. Jesus said, “If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” John 14:14.

You want to know your place? Ask!!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is so good and truly hears when you call!

I Will Speak!
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Saints, God spoke these words to me last night, “I Will Speak!”  Have you ever wondered how you can possibly give God time and have the blessed opportunity to hear from Him? I mean, on our busiest days we may give God 15-20 minutes, if that, in prayer.  There have been times when I’ve sat and wondered how I could, with all that I have on my daily plate, possibly just sit and read the Word of God. Sometimes it’s difficult to keep up with the language, let alone understand what God is saying to me.  It was during one of my study periods that I realized how much God loves us and to what extent He will go for His children.

Through Moses, God said to the sons of Israel, “I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” Exodus 6:7.  Think about what He told the sons of Israel for a minute.  The Word of God is ALIVE!  What God spoke in the time of Moses is alive and applicable today, July 13, 2007.  Understand this, Saints; God wants to deliver us, His sons and daughters of the 21st Century, from the burdens we bear today, right now.  We may not be physical slaves like the sons of Israel but, nevertheless, we all carry burdens of one kind or another and need deliverance.  The truth is ever alive, I’m not talking about dead, ancient history here; I’m talking to you about what God desires to do for His children now, in the present … our present.

But here’s the thing … we must come to Him, so that we may get to know the love He has for us.  He said, “I will be your God.”  What we seek and long for today, Saints, is found in God.  The God of Abraham and Moses is our God … the same God “… yesterday, today and forever.”!  Hebrews 13:8.  God is saying, “I will bless you for I am God and you will know that I am Lord in your life because I will care for you and provide your very need.  I will do everything for you.”

Saints, can you imagine God doing everything for you? “God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. Saints, this is a promise we can be sure of, we can depend on it … all our needs will be met.  Now what do we have to do?  Take the time, make the time, Saints, to meditate and spend time with God!  We need to get to know God, and get to a place where we will be able to devote the time necessary to hear His voice.  He said “I will speak,” but are you able to listen? 

Saints, we are hindering God in what He is able to do in our lives because we fail to grasp the importance and the need to spend time with Him.  It amazes me how much God truly loves and cares for us. Have you ever meditated on the scriptures contained in the Old Testament?  Have you ever thought, really thought, about how God continually labored and reached out to the Children of Israel?  Think about how He sought after and pursued them like a man pursues a woman of interest? Take a look at the book of Hosea and see how God parallels the life of Hosea and Gomer to that of Himself and the Children of Israel. In Hosea 2:14 God said, “I will allure her (Israel) and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.” In the 16th verse God said, “It shall be at that day says the Lord, that Israel shall call me Ishi (Husband).” God said that he would betroth Israel to himself forever. Now Saints, God is the same today, yesterday, and forever, he does not change! The same God who spoke so eloquently to our brethren from the Old Testament speaks to you and me in the same way today! God desires relationship. Can we take the time to get to know the God we say we serve? Do we really know him as lover, friend, healer, provider, peacemaker, joy extender, and so much more? Do we really know how much He loves and cares for us, what He desires to do in our lives? All God wants is for us to take the time to hear from Him, to get to know Him and follow His statues and commandments. The Word of God says, “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.” 1 John 5:3. 

God spoke kindly, lovingly, and with care to the Children of Israel.  Yet, they still disobeyed and went after other Gods.  Today, God wants us to stop putting people, things, and self before Him. He wants worship, honor, praise, and just plain old acknowledgement.  Can we do it?

Saints, when we make the decision to study the Word of God for ourselves; when we come and sit in His presence -- not trying to figure things out -- but come into His presence with an open and willing heart, God will speak to us directly. God wants to spend time with us, He wants to reveal Himself to us, but we won’t take the time necessary to clear our hearts and minds so that we can have the blessed opportunity to hear what God has to say.

Why do we think that everything we’ve experienced throughout our day can be erased in an instant? How can we believe that we can just come in the house, kneel down and begin to pray? Saints, we need time to sit and calm ourselves; we need to sit patiently and quietly … with a clear mind … and begin to worship God -- praise Him and glorify Him. God has what we desire, need, and want but we must give Him the time necessary to receive all that He wants to give us today.

Saints, God loves us so much, He wants to care for us and watch over us. He created us for His good pleasure and created us in such a manner that we would want for nothing. “God created all things, and for his pleasure they are and were created.” Revelations 4:11. Can you imagine wanting for no good thing? The Word of God says, “But they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.” Psalms 34:10. God wants us to seek Him. When we really seek after something, we take our time and we don’t give up for any reason. Even when we’re tired and frustrated, we will still push-on because we have a heart of expectation.

God has so much to give, and so much is stored-up because God’s people refuse to take the time to spend with Him.  They think and, sometimes, quite honestly believe they don’t have the time.  But they fail to recognize the fact that they always seem to find the time for that which they really want and they haven’t yet understood that, if time truly is at a premium, all they have to do is manage the time they have more efficiently. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Sin
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We talked about sin in the past.  Why do you think God continues to give us a word on some of the same topics?  Saints, God wants us to walk in all truth and, the truth is, we can never learn or know enough. The Word says, “Study to show thy self approved.” We must take an active role in studying of God’s Word.  Each of us knows ourselves better than anyone else and we understand the needs in our lives. Can someone bring a Word from the Lord to us? Yes, but we can also receive a Word from the Lord chosen for our own circumstances through studying. The Word of the Lord says, “For there is no respect of persons with God.” “For God shows no partiality [undue favor or unfairness; with Him one man is not different from another]” Romans 2:11.

Today, Saints, someone needs to know that God truly desires to forgive you of all your sins. You are covered and protected, but you must believe in order for you to live the abundant life Jesus has promised unto you! 

Can sin hinder your call; can it block your destiny, or shadow your purpose? Saints, disobedience can cause us to become stagnant with regard to what God desires to do in our lives. Disobedience, as we know, leads to sin. If we are operating outside of the will and purpose God planned for our lives, then we have missed opportunities to receive blessings and the ability to be a blessing to others. Sin has a way of ensnaring us, encouraging us to habitually sin and turning us away from God.  Sin blocks fellowship and colors our relationship with God because we can not be as honest, open, and forthcoming in the areas we may be struggling to overcome.

The Word says, “this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness (their sinful ways),” rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” John 3:19.  We allow sin to keep us in darkness rather than be illuminated by God’s truth which is found only in Christ Jesus -- “the light of the world.” John 8:12   How are we to ever overcome our weaknesses and challenges if we continue to sin because we lack faith and trust?

God is able to do all things, even help us to walk uprightly, if we so desire. God wants “to open our eyes, and turn us from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto Himself, that we may receive forgiveness of sins…” Acts 26:18. God wants to forgive us our sins but the Word says we must confess not just with our mouths, but believe with our hearts as well.  Our hearts, all that is within us, must desire to change before the Lord. If we come to God confessing a sin that we fully know within our hearts that we are not yet willing to stop committing, then what is the point of our confession?  Without sincere repentance … a commitment to change our ways … we are not receiving the “peace which surpasses all (human) understanding” but just a temporary salve to relieve our flesh and mind? 

Do we want to be free, free of the bondage that sin (especially those sins we consciously repeat over and over again) generates in our lives?  More importantly, do we want to live our lives free from guilt and shame? See, Saints it begins with our ability to identify certain things in our lives. We must set our hearts to want to change. Jesus said, “Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17.  Repentance is so much more than saying, “I’m sorry!”  It is the action of the contrite heart … a conscious decision to have a change of mind, to think differently or, as the Word of God says, to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Romans 12:2. Saints, the “kingdom of heaven is at hand” simply means that “The power of God working through man, working through you and bestowing the power you need to overcome whatever is bonding you today”.

We have the power to change but we must have a heart of repentance in order to break the chains of sin in our lives. Only we, you and I, really know what we are doing. We can put on fronts for those around us, but we know what we are doing in secret. Saints, know this today; “there is nothing that shall be hidden which will not become uncovered, because we know; God searches this out; for he knows the secrets of the heart.” Psalms 44:21.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! Truly God has chosen us knowing that, “Yes, we are able!”


Patterns 







July 17, 2007

Saints, God spoke these words to me, “Do not fall into the same patterns,” I replied confidently, “I will not fall into the same patterns.” How could I make such a proclamation? I knew I couldn’t do it without the help of God.  If you search the Word of God you will see that the children of Israel continually fell into the same pattern. They were delivered by God time and time again but, after a brief period of time serving the Lord, went back to serving other gods, falling into spiritual whoredom.

The Word of God says, “For God has done what the Law could not do, [its power] being weakened by the flesh [the entire nature of man without the Holy Spirit]. Sending His own Son in the guise of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, [God] condemned sin in the flesh [subdued, overcame, deprived it of its power over all who accept that sacrifice]” Romans 8:3. Saints, once again, God provided a way for His children to serve Him without falling back into the same patterns caused by the sinful flesh. Jesus Christ condemned sin in the flesh, thereby, freeing us from the bondage of sin. Therefore, we do not have to fall into the same patterns. We have a choice and a way of escape. 

How many times have we been determined to do something other than what we’ve been accustomed and/or addicted to doing? We may have proclaimed, “I will never have sex again without being married.” We need to deal with the sins of fornication and adultery because the Word says, “Shun immorality and all sexual looseness [flee from impurity in thought, word, or deed]. Any other sin which a man commits is one outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”1 Corinthians 6:18.   Through sexual immorality we bring into ourselves the ungodly ways, thoughts, and patterns of the other person.  The Lord commands “ye should abstain from fornication.” 1 Thessalonians 4:3.  When we commit these two sinful acts (fornication and adultery) it is against our own bodies. We bring within ourselves spiritual devastation and a guilt that builds up in such a way that, in time, it may seem insurmountable. 

How many times have you committed a sin, asked forgiveness and, yet, still felt as if something was missing; that something just wasn’t quite right; you couldn’t get it together? You may have felt guilt and shame and you must understand that the enemy uses these emotions and feelings to ensnare us and we then fall into the same trap again and again. We can not habitually sin and expect God to move on our behalf. We just can’t take for granted the promise of God that, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9. Yes, God can and will forgive us, but it is universally understood that His forgiveness is readily available  if we ask with a heart of repentance not when we speak empty words uttered just to help make us feel better about what we’ve just done.

Is it an easy thing to give up something you have been used to doing? Something you may have felt drew you closer to an individual you like, care for and, perhaps, even love?  Is it easy to stop indulging in a sexual act and become celibate in the Name of the Lord? First of all, we need to get away from the words ‘easy’ and ‘hard’.  They are useless when it comes to determining what we are able to do in the Name of God and for God … if we believe.  Let’s replace those words with ‘challenges’, because what we face, on a daily basis, are challenges – doesn’t make any difference if it’s a BIG challenge or a LITTLE challenge, it’s a challenge all the same.  How we react to those challenges is what determines our ability to claim victory over them. The Word of God says, “The body is not intended for sexual immorality, but [is intended] for the Lord, and the Lord [is intended] for the body [to save, sanctify, and raise it again].” 1 Corinthians 6:13. Our bodies belongs to God, it is the temple of the Holy Ghost. When we commit our body to another (outside the confines of marriage) we are joining what is holy to that which is unholy.

Saints, I do not pretend to have mastered anything, but this one thing I know:  I love God and desperately want to please Him and do what is edifying for my soul. If you have a desire to live a life which is pleasing to God and you desperately want to do what is right in His eyes you must make a decision today to flee fornication. You must stop indulging in sexual acts which make war against your very soul. Think about it, these acts of disobedience last for only a few brief moments, but how do you really feel about yourself afterward? If you truly are in relationship with God you will feel guilty and ashamed because you have chosen to do something against the statues and commands of your Father.

We have all, at one time or another in our lives and in one situation or another, allowed ourselves to fall into a pattern of sinning and then asking for forgiveness. Saints, how do you feel going to God with the same old confession? Asking, once again, His forgiveness for something you chose to do, knowing all along that it was wrong? The Word of God says, “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13. God has given each of us a way of escape. We must use wisdom so that we don’t fall into patterns which lead to sin.

Only we, as individuals, can identify what those patterns are in each of our lives. They are specific to each one of us. Here are examples of kinds of behaviors we must stop because these behaviors become patterns which will lead to an occasion for sin:  we can not continue to go to a certain someone’s home in the late at night just for a little “visit” to see how they’re doing; we can not continue to engage in conversations with people which are, by their nature, intended to titillate and/or seduce; and, we must abstain from lustful actions.

The Word of God says, “But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah), and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of your physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts).” Romans 13:14.  Make no provision to fall into the act of fornication, but flee for God has made a way for you. Saints, today “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily beset us.” Hebrews 12:1. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is so good and he is an awesome considerate God!

My Hand Is Stretched Out Still 




July 18, 2007
Saints, God passed many judgments upon the Children of Israel for not following Him and, instead, choosing to follow after other gods. But the Word of God says that, in spite of the judgments, God’s hand was still stretched out toward His children (See Isaiah 9 verses 12, 17 and 21.)  God continually reached out to His children and He reaches forth toward each of us to this very day.  Today, July 18, 2007, God is saying to you and me, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come into him and will sup with him, and he with me.” Revelations 3:20. Saints, don’t you hear the voice of God calling you?

Many of us fail to listen to our inner person … the Holy Spirit, whom we received when we were saved.  We tend to ignore His soft warnings, it’s like our internal radar just isn’t working.  But God is faithful and will nudge us again and again until, at some point, the Spirit of the Lord pulls back and allows us to exercise our gift of  ”free will” and let us make the final decision. Saints, in spite of our disobedience, despite the fact that we neglect to adhere to the Word of God, He still cares enough for us that His hand is stretched out still toward us!

Somebody needs to know today that God has not forsaken you neither has He forgotten.

God desires to fellowship and have a relationship with us, but we are so caught up in complaining about what we don’t have and wailing about how we can’t do this or that, that we completely miss what is truly important -- God’s commitment to us.  Think about His commitment, Saints.  Read this … think about and meditate on it -- God said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5. No man or woman, no matter how great their love for us, will ever be able to make and fulfill such a commitment to us.  We are never satisfied with what we have.  We always want more and believe that, in some way, we are missing something vital but the rest of Hebrews 13:5 says, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as you have.” 

Saints, given all that we know about God and how He has never given up on His children, how can we allow ourselves to miss the opportunities God has set before our faces?  God has given us so much but we need to accept His gifts, hear His call, and obey His commands.  Our relationship with God is personal and individualized.  It is not based on family and friends and how they react and what they decide to do or not do in the Lord.  We each have a personal relationship that we are supposed to work on and mature in as we grow in the Word of the Lord.  Saints, “God is faithful by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9.  Ultimately, the decision is made by each of us and God is there waiting for us with outstretched hand. 

God wants to bless us … pour out His blessings upon us … but we hinder what He is willing to do in our lives because we don’t understand God’s commitment to us. Just meditate on the truth that God’s hand is outstretched still. Even though you are ignoring His call and disobeying His commandments and statues, God said “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” Revelations 3:19.  Some of us need to repent and acknowledge that God hasn’t left us but, rather, we took our eyes off of Him.

In 1 Chronicles 4:10, Jabez prayed “Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!”  Many use his prayer … that God’s hand might be upon us … to this very day.  The Word tells us “that God granted him that which he requested.”  Saints, God wants to grant us all the things needed in our lives, and His hand is stretched out even still upon us. God is our beloved, and we are His work.  He has protected us; brought us out of many horrible situations and circumstances; he has prepared us for a great work unto Himself; He has given us the choicest of all things; and He has even come to abide within us. But in all that God has done and is doing, we have not turned in total obedience to Him. God’s hand is upon us. We must, as the Word commands, “Humble ourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt us in due time.” 1 Peter 5:6.

We desire to be exalted and operate in power, but the Word of God says, some have “a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof.” 2 Timothy 3:5. We serve through rituals and religious acts, but our heart is far from God!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the triune abiding within us, someone ought to bless his name.

Seven Attributes






July 19th 2007

Isaiah 11:1-2 tells us “…there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse (Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ) … And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”  Just as these attributes or characteristics rested upon Christ Jesus, God dwells within each of us in the fullness of the God-head -- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said, “I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” John 14:20. Saints, resting upon and within us is the power to call those things which are not as though they are
We can live an abundant life.  We can receive from God all He has promised in His Word. Our faith is the key.  But no one can make us believe and no one change us so that we will want to receive. We are in control of ourselves.  We have to believe for ourselves. I can not believe for my child although believing helps to comfort me. My child must believe for his or herself. I may believe that my children are going to be blessed, prosper in all they sets their heart and minds to do in God and rise above what they see in the physical world but, the bottom line is, they must activate what is in them by believing for themselves … through faith. God believes for us because He is God and knows that what He has provided for us will allow us to achieve all things. But acquiring those things takes a move on our part and that is faith. Faith has worked many miracles in the lives of our brothers and sisters in the Old and New Testaments. The Word says, “… we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth] …” Hebrews 12:1.

Saints, God and the Saints who went before us have given us the blueprints on how it can all be done. We have the plan for how we can stand and not be utterly cast down no matter the circumstances through “Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.” Hebrews 12:2. He succeeded in what was set for Him to do through faith. We know that we can live the life we desire and we know that everything we desire can be accomplished if we apply the tools that God has given us -- if we understand the power that dwells within us. Everything has been laid out before us -- our lives were purposed and planned out before we were even born. We are God’s children and He has ordained us to be more than conquerors. We are not here to just walk through life unfruitful.  He designed our lives so that we would have truth ever before us, that we would have strength and, on top of that, He gave us “lighter fluid” (Jesus Christ) to ignite the flames which are deep within us. Think about this, we have a desire, and that desire is to make a difference, to achieve, to excel, to go beyond what we physically see. This desire was placed in us because God, our Father, is an awesome God. We come from greatness so we should expect greatness within our lives. Anything less is of no importance and hinders our God-given potential to accomplish our Divine destiny. 

Have you ever been told that you look like your father, or act just like your mother? Has anyone told you that you have the same attributes or characteristics of your parents? Saints, it is true … to a degree … that we take on various characteristics of our parents. But, what we ultimately accomplish or fail to do in life is, in actuality, based on our personal and individual decisions. When someone says that a lack of parental guidance during their formative years is the reason they indulge in un-Christ behaviors … that’s an excuse, not a reason.  When someone recite a list of their parents shortcomings and are  always ready, willing and able to tell you what their mother and/or father did to them or did not do for them, you’re listening to someone who needs to offer excuses (not a reason) for why they have not succeeded or why they are perpetually in trouble.  These are people who cannot or will not take responsibility for their own actions and have a need to place the blame on someone else.  Genetics and environmental considerations aside, when the deal comes down, we are each responsible for our behavior, our successes and our failures.  The reason we succeed or fail is wrapped up in the decisions we, as individuals, make.  Do we make our decisions alone or do we take it to the Lord and ask for His help?

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we also have the seven-fold attributes of God, our Father, and what powerful attributes they are: 

· The Spirit of the Lord, “Lord” is the Spirit of divine government, we have the spirit of the Lord dwelling within us but only through Faith can we access this power for the word of God says; God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, Ephesians 3:20.
· We have the Wisdom to know the difference between right and wrong

· We the ability to learn and to receive Knowledge through the very wisdom of God.

· We have also been given Understanding to perceive and grasp the things of God. We have the power of Discernment -- we are able to know and be aware.

· We have the attribute Counsel -- to receive instruction and to give instruction.

· We have Might -- superior power or strength.  Remember, the Word of God tells us, “We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us.” Philippians 4:13
· We have the Fear of the Lord.   We can “reverence the Lord and come boldly unto his throne of grace where we can obtain the help we need as we endure.” Hebrews 4:16.

And, let us not forget, we are acquainted with truth because Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” John 14:6.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is wonderful!

The Birthing







July 20th, 2007

Saints, did you know that God births’ within us excellence? It is up to us to bring it to full term. Each of us has something wonderful inside, desiring to grow but because we are ignorant of our potential, we neglect to nourish it in order for it to grow. Saints, God has given each of us gifts, “there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:4.  Please read more about the diversity of gifts outlined in 1 Corinthians 12. 

We utilize these gifts when we are called by God to do what He has placed within us to do. So many of us sit on extraordinary potential, but we fail to give birth to what is in us because of fear, doubt, shame and, sometimes, even guilt. Saints, how many of us can honestly say we are doing what we truly want to do? Is there something missing in your life? Can we truly say we are happy and content with our lives as they are today? God wants us to live abundantly, but we are seemingly unable to move beyond our fears and/or the pain and disappointments we may have experienced in our past. We allow things to scar us to the point that we can not function in our potential. Many are walking around hurt, disillusioned, and filled with anger. We are mad at someone for leaving us behind, lying to us or taking away something we feel we can never recover.

Are you tired of always feeling as if you have to back down, turn around, and go the other way because you’ve allowed someone to have power over your life in such a way that you can’t even make a decision on your own? What about what is ready to be birthed in you? What about the dream you had of doing something other than what you are doing now? Saints, in God “all things are possible to them that believe.” Matthew 19:26. You can be free to operate in the potential and purpose God has for your life.

We were designed for greatness but we have accepted the mediocre. We are destined to be more than a conqueror but we only see what is in front of us, and not what faith can show us.  Saints, are you tired enough to trust God and move out in faith? Can you believe beyond what you see with your natural eyes? God is able, but you have to take an active part in what God has planned for your life.

We are on the brink -- this is a pivotal moment in your life … in all of our lives. We must begin to believe, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that what we dream and envision can and will happen if we move out in faith.  Jesus said, “…you shall receive a hundredfold now (while you are here on earth) in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, and it will come with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.” Mark 10:30. You are going to suffer persecution but Jesus said, “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.  Jesus walked this earth with a Spirit-filled attitude and Spirit-inspired confidence; He was able to overcome by virtue of who He was and, by His obedience, through the power of His Father. We must move and operate with the same attitude because Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do.” John 14:12.  The works we are set to do in this life are greater in quantity not quality, they have been outlined and purposed by God. We can achieve great things and do great things but we must move according to what is being birthed within you. It is not just what we, as human beings, can dream but much, much more!

Birthed is the act of bearing, it is a beginning or commencement. You have to move in faith so that you can bring forth, bear out. Jesus said, “every branch in me that bears not fruit he (God the Father) takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” John 15:2. Saints, if we are indeed abiding in Christ we must bring forth the fruit of our faith, for Jesus said if we are not bearing fruit we will be taken away. We will miss out on what we were destined to do in God. But if we trust and move out in faith and began to birth what is in us through faith, God will purge (clear away, wipe out, purify) us that we can bring forth more fruit. Bringing forth more fruit is obtaining greater heights in God by the activation of your faith. Some of us never move beyond the faith of a mustard seed, but the greater our faith the greater things we will accomplish! See, Saints, what we can envision is nothing compared to what God truly is able to do. The Word tells us, “We are able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” Ephesians 3:20. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is good and his desire is to bless you at all times!

Swept Clean 







July 23, 2007
When we read Holy Scripture, we tend to deal mostly with those things in the bible that make us feel good.  Seldom do we want to try to identify what it is that drives a lot of the negative, sinful things we do … the forces of darkness. The world tries to tell us that “the forces of darkness” don’t really exist, that this ‘dark force’ is simply the result of over-active imaginations, control-freak ministers trying to scare us to death, or simply Hollywood trying to entertain us.  But listen, the Word of God tells us; we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. 

Saints, many of us have been swept and cleansed -- in other words, delivered from various demonic spirits in our lives.  We must realize and acknowledge that there are demonic spirits and we face them everyday.  They are moving and operating behind the people with whom we interact. Luke 6:17-18 tells us that “there were multitudes of people who sought Jesus to be healed of their diseases; and they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed.” Yes, Jesus healed them when He walked the earth, and He is able to heal us today -- but do we hold on to our healing? Saints, we can be healed but, if we fail to keep watch over our souls, we can be attacked again and again. Jesus said, “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he finds it empty, swept, and garnished (i.e., clean). Then he goes, and takes with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first.” Matthew 12:43-45. 

The ‘house’ in the passages quoted above represents our body.  When we are delivered from various things, we are charged by Jesus to “go and sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon us.” John 5:14. Saints, we fall into sin “when lust is conceived, and brings forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.” James 1:15. We don’t watch what we allow to enter into our house (our body, our mind). We read things we shouldn’t; we watch shows on T.V. that we know we should not watch; and we go places and surround ourselves with people we should not be around.  The Word of the Lord says, “come out from among them, and be ye separate.” 2 Corinthians 6:17. Saints, because of our lack of responsibility to keep watch over what we allow to enter into our ‘house’, demonic spirits will come back upon you and they won’t be alone. 

You can not live this life only believing in God and not in the enemy of God.  We know there is good in the world, but we also need to understand there is evil walking about as well.  We have seen the Light and we glory in it, but we need to understand … there is also darkness.  And in that darkness resides the enemy, Satan.  Satan wants us to remain ignorant of who he is.  He’s happy when we think he’s some cute little devil running around in red jammies; he loves it when we think we’ll be able to recognize him instantly because we’re looking for and expecting that someone who is evil has to be ugly and odious in their look and in their ways; and he’s absolutely ecstatic when we deny his very existence.  

We have an obligation in life to do those things which are edifying … that is, those things which enlighten and uplift our souls so that we don’t fall into sin and, subsequently, support the work of the enemy. The Word tells us, “for we are not ignorant of his devices; 2 Corinthians 2:11. We are not ignorant nor are we fooled by the methods the enemy uses again and again to entrap us. Satan will come in and use whatever door we leave open and empty of the Word of God. If you are walking around with un-forgiveness in your heart, if you are still angry about what someone has done to you, if you have not dealt with what may have happened to you as a child, you have left open a window of opportunity for the enemy to use against you through demonic forces. Saints, remember “if the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John 8:36. We have been made free and “we must stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1. 

Most of us cannot afford to allow Satan entrance again. Some of us have struggled with drug addiction and been delivered by the Grace of God.  Many of us know family members or friends who were delivered but who fell back into their addiction only to find that it was much harder to get clean and stay clean. The more we fall back into sin, the harder it is for us to get up and walk away from the sin.  Saints, each time we fall back into addictive behavior, the stronger the demons of addiction are, and the more difficult it will be -- even with God’s help -- to be rid of the demon.  We must remain free by standing in the liberty that Christ has made us free. The enemy will come in any guise and use any method, including guilt and shame against you to bring you back to his level, but God said you are free and cleansed “though your sin was scarlet, God made it as white as snow, though your sin was like crimson God made it as wool.” Isaiah 1:18.

We must stay in the Word of God which is our strength and our guide. We must continue in the ways and commandments of God and “keep sound wisdom and discretion: they shall be life unto our soul, and [an ornament to] grace to our neck.” Proverbs 3:21-22
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints!  God desires us to get a clear understanding, for we perish because of lack of knowledge.  To protect our immortal souls, we must gain the truth which can only be found in God. 

Swept Clean - Part Two




July 24th 2007

Saints, I think it’s important to understand something about the subject we reviewed yesterday.  Evil … even evil incarnate, Satan … does not necessarily manifest itself in an ugly, disgusting or frightening way when it’s trying to seduce us into sinful behavior.  The Word tells us, “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 2 Corinthians 11:14. Why would he attack us in the form of serpents or two-horned monstrous-looking beings if he wants to get us on his side? He can not afford to be identified, and one of his tricks is to have people believe that he just doesn’t exist; that the people we think of as ‘evil’ are just plain mean; and there is no demonic influence whatsoever happening behind the scene. 

Remember the Word tells us “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high place.” Ephesians 6:12. Satan is meticulous in his dealings and has even set up demonic rulers of darkness over nations. These leaders, indeed Satan himself, appear to us as anything but demonic, quite the opposite … caring, loving, and wanting only to do those things that are for our good. He moves within people using them to carry out his will.   Satan does not come at us as is often depicted on TV or in movies. If he did, almost no one would follow his lead.  Initially, evil is much more likely to be attractive, talk a good game, seem to be open and honest, and be quite likeable.  The Word of God tells us, “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” James 1:14. Satan uses our own lusts to entice us to do what he bids. This is why it is so important for us to be mindful of what we view on TV and in the movies. What kind of music do we listen to? We should be policing our own listening habits and also those of our children.  We must be careful about what and who we allow to come into our homes. Joshua said, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15. We must make the conscious choice to serve God wholeheartedly … not haphazardly. 

We also need to understand that when we speak of the lusts of the body, we are not just referring to sex.  Humans lust after many, many things.  We humans are addicted to much more than drugs and alcohol … don’t forget about tobacco in any form, power, and shopping (who really needs 100 pairs of shoes?) to name just a few things.  Our ignorance of what evil looks like and the forms that evil can take, makes us easy targets to demonic forces.  While we may behave as though we are ignorant, Paul said “we are not ignorant of Satan’s devices.” 2 Corinthians 2:11.  Most of us know our weaknesses and are well aware that we succumb to certain temptations easier than others.  Satan most certainly uses our lusts to accomplish his evil doings. 

Most of us will NEVER encounter a ‘pea soup-spewing demon able to revolve his/her head around 360°’ -- but just about every single one of us has met or will meet a reasonably attractive, seemingly nice person who has us eating out of their hand and doing things we swore we’d never do in pretty short order.  If we’re going around looking for little ugly, gnome-like creatures who constantly drool foul-smelling secretions and who have long, sharp claws, then the chances are pretty good that we’re going to completely miss the real demon trying to suck us into his/her web of sin. It could be that very ‘wonderful’ person we welcomed into our homes -- who in time: used us, beat us, cheated us, brought shame on us, abused our children, and wound up controlling our very behavior. The very man or woman we thought was so nice, so loving, so attentive … yes, so perfect. 2 Timothy 3:5 warns us to beware of those who “have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof: from such turn away.” Why?  Verse 6 clearly tells us there are “those who worm their way into homes and captivate silly and weak-natured and spiritually dwarfed women (and men), loaded down with [the burden of their] sins [and easily] swayed and led away by various evil desires and seductive impulses.”

We will conclude our Swept Clean series tomorrow.  Despite the subject matter, Swept Clean is most decidedly a Word of Encouragement.  Satan is not all-powerful and he can be defeated in his attempts to destroy us through our own individual desires.  The Word tells us to “be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5    And remember, Saints, Satan and his followers cannot defeat us if we will “Submit [ourselves] therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” James 4:7

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning, Saints!

Swept Clean – Part Three 





July 25, 2007
Saints, our seduction into a life filled with drugs, alcohol, illicit sex, or the equally addictive pursuit of money, power and things is generally done quite smoothly.  For those who do not have a relationship with God and/or those who truly believe that evil is easily recognizable because they think it’s supposed to look evil, the process of seduction will probably be quite fast.  As we slip down the slippery slope of sin, then we’ll begin to see the ugliness of our seducer, the mean-spiritedness and cruelty of our seducer and begin to see that this is no friend, this is no lover.  Your attractive, pleasant “friend” is/was a human … just like you … but has become so depraved and so locked into a life of sin that he/she is, in reality, a servant of Satan -- demonically influenced and influential. 

Remember the woman who followed after Paul and his company proclaiming behind them that they were servants of the most high, and this she did for days. She was a woman, who was possessed with a spirit of divination (soothsaying, palm readers,). Paul was so grieved in his spirit that he turned and said “to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.” Acts 16:17-18. Saints, Paul did not turn to the woman and speak to the woman because it was not her, but the spirit operating within her. It is not always the person we see standing before us -- doing the attacking, speaking evil to and about us, laboring to destroy our character -- acting on their own account, many times it is a demonic presence operating within the person doing the “will” of Satan trying to discourage us … through various avenues … to get us to stop doing what we have been called by God to do. 

Those of us who have a personal relationship with Our Lord and Savior are not immune to the forces of evil. As we discussed earlier we, too, sometimes fail to pay close attention to what enters our bodies and our minds.  We, too, sometimes hang around people we know aren’t “kosher,” but we rationalize their company by saying things like: “So and So is so much fun, keeps me laughing all the time!” or we say “You know, I deserve to have some fun every now and again … it won’t hurt to catch up with what the old gang is doing for a few hours.”  We may even say, “I know ‘Sistah-Girl’ or ‘Dude’ is into some heavy stuff, but she/he is my friend … she/he would NEVER do anything to hurt me … we go way back.”  Listen, Saints, I’m telling you …those people we think would never do this or that toward us will often surprise us by just how much they are capable of doing. The Word tells us, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” Psalms 146:3.

The seduction of a true Christian will generally take more time because we reconnect with the Lord on a regular basis through prayer, reading His Word, and fellowshipping with like-minded people.  But if we start hanging around with the wrong people on a regular basis, if we don’t watch what we read and what we watch and what we think about, we will soon find that we’re too busy, too tired, too ‘whatever’ to spend time with the Lord, to read His Word or to fellowship with other Christ-centered people.  And little by little we too … just like the man or woman who didn’t know the Lord … will be pulled into sinful behaviors by our so-called friend. This is why it is important to “put on God's complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on the evil day [of danger], and, having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].” Ephesians 6:13. 

This is why we must:

· understand and acknowledge that evil does exist in our world

· be careful about what we read

· be careful how we entertain ourselves -- what we see on television and in the movies

· be particular about who we spend our time with and who we call ‘friend’

If our activities and our friends are not uplifting, then they are best left to God’s good judgment. 

Now, Saints, know this … Satan has already been defeated and, in the fullness of time will be banished from the earth and no longer be around to tempt and seduce the Children of God.   In speaking of Satan, the Word tells us “yet thou shall be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit” Isaiah 14:15. Remember also that God is just and merciful … His mercy endures forever and, while there is life within in them, those who have been dragged around in the ‘mud of life’ by Satan can, through repentance (and, yes, a lot of hard work on their part) be “swept and cleansed” by the Blood of the Lamb and begin to take their place as a child of God, willing and able to do His will and be an encouragement to those who still struggle. “That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shall be saved.” Romans 10:9.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is faithful and will not leave nor forsake you!

July 26, 2007

The Object of My Affection

Have you ever personally identified the “object of your affection?” What is the object you are continually drawn toward, what (or who) is it that makes you feel … “this is what (or who) I’m looking for, this is what (or who) I desire?  Whatever (or whoever) you focus upon continually becomes the object of your affection? Do you believe deep in your heart that the person you’re always looking at and dreaming about, the house in the exclusive development or the car with every bell and whistle imaginable that you’ve been drooling over for months is that which will be your greatest source of joy, then you are missing out on the most dependable and fulfilling source of joy humanity can ever know … God. The Word of the Lord says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. God is truly faithful.  If God is the object of your affection, then it is He upon whom your faith is founded, and then the outcome of your faith will be your trust in the Lord God Jehovah. Remember, the Word says “because you trust (acted) in God he will keep your mind in perfect peace.” God will keep you … but you have to trust. 

I’m using the word ‘trust’ as a verb, an action word.  When we use it in this manner and say that we ‘trust’ someone or trust in someone, we’re saying we have confidence in that person, we commit ourselves, on some level, to that person, and we have an expectation that something positive will come to us because of that trust.  God will keep us and it is our faith in what He is able to do that helps us stand firm today and tomorrow. It is reliance upon what we believe is true. The Word tells us that “God will (is able) give us the desires of our heart if we delight in him” that is, if He is the object of our affection Psalms 37:4.  To trust is a conscious decision to believe in something concealed from our conscious state. 

In today’s world, unfortunately, trust for many people is something based upon what is seen, felt, and/or tasted. The objects of our affection are based upon what satisfies momentarily. We are creatures of habit and whatever soothes us we tend to migrate toward. We have various things in our life which take the place of what we should be focusing our trust upon. Our children, jobs, family, spouse, friends, and our duties in ministry and community are, at times, areas where we focus our attentions the most. We trust in what is present, what feeds our flesh and not on what promotes and edifies our soul. For this reason, the object of our affection is drawn primarily from we’ve learned about the flesh and not from spiritual revelation. 

The Word tells us, “The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.” Lamentations 3:25. We don’t want to wait because our flesh tells us, “I want it now and I can have it now … it might not still be there if I wait.” We find it difficult, tiresome, and downright bothersome to seek after what we know will bring us joy, peace, and security, that which we know will strengthen our hearts, minds, and soul. The Word tells us to “set our heart and our soul to seek the LORD our God.” 1 Chronicles 22:19. 

We must do this because our affections need to be grounded in what promotes and not what demotes. Jesus addressed this when He was asked “which is the great commandment in the law.”  He replied, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” Matthew 22:37. God’s wants to give us the desires of our heart so why can’t we wait? If God has promised to give us the desires of our heart, then it has to be a question of trust, because faith knows God is able, but trust believes that He will carry out what He promised. If we do not have the trust … the action to activate our faith in what we know God is able to do … then we run the risk of becoming unproductive, unfruitful, and open to various affections, none of which lead to God. 

Yes, Saints, God should be the object of our affection but, instead, we put our faith and trust into things and people that provide us momentary satisfaction but not eternal gratification. Are we seeking God for what is good for our soul? Or are we so caught up in our fleshly desires and sinful acts that we have failed to acknowledge the awesomeness of trusting in God for all things, even for that which we seek and desire most.

Are we so consumed that we can not see past what we want? Are we so weak that we must satisfy our flesh no matter what the consequence? Saints, due to our lack of control we are unable to use the power God gave us through His son Christ Jesus to just say, “NO!” to those things we think we need and want, we have failed to enjoy the peace of God. The Word of God tells us that “… the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7.

Saints, set your heart, mind, and soul to seek after what will nourish and sustain you. Set your affections on God because God is He who will never fail nor forsake you. When all other objects of affection wither, disappoint, fail you, and leave … God will still be there bidding you to come to Him, His hand forever stretched out!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints!   Sometimes you must acknowledge the awesomeness of God and just start to praise him!

July 27, 2007

My Praise

Lord you are my Praise, my Sun, my Love, my Joy, the object of my affection! I love you in and out of season, when I am up or down, in abundance and out. I bless your name for you are Holy, my God, my strength, and my Lord. You change not, even when I am going through various things, you remain the same and your love toward me is still stretched out. The Seraphim praise your name and cry out “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY,” all day long they cry “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY.” God you are so holy, righteous, loving, faithful, and I praise your name! “I trust in you, I will not be afraid of what man can do unto me.” Psalms 56:11. You set my heart aflame; you bring me joy time and time again. When I begin to think on how awesome you are, how real you are in my life, my soul cries out “HALLELUJAH!” When I feel down, lonely, cast-out and abandoned you come in and soothe my soul. “When the enemy comes in like a flood, your Spirit Lord, will lift up a standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19. Oh, how I love and adore you, you are my King and everlasting Father. When I think of those I have lost, you remind me they are at perfect peace. The same peace you have given to them, you give to me even now. You have done what no man or woman could possibly do. You have given me a song to sing when there is no music, lyrics when there is no song-writer, praise when there is sorrow. You have outlined each verse by the love you have continuously shown toward me. You are my Praise! 

God you have moved upon me, provided for me and I ask today, “May I touch the hem of your garment,” as the woman with the issue of blood, thought within her self, “if I could only touch the hem of his garment, I know I shall be healed.” Matthew 9:20. There is healing in your touch and in your presence. God I desire to touch you for in you there is peace, joy unspeakable, and healing of the sin-sick soul. I ask today, may I touch your hind part?” As my brother Moses desired to see your glory, so I desire to be in the midst of your glory. I want and desire you, your closeness is reassuring, and your love is enduring. I want you more each day for you, and you alone, are able to bring a smile where there were tears; you bestowed comfort during the turmoil which was within my soul. You know what I have gone through and how many came against me. But I remembered your word, “Though a host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.” Psalms 27:3. Oh God, I long to be in your presence. I have access to your throne and nothing and no one can keep me from you or the love you have for me. Even when they (my enemies) raise up against me, to speak evil against me, to harm me, to judge and condemn me, I am confident for you have reminded me that you are with me and “a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper.” Jeremiah 20:11.

Oh Lord how long must I wait to see you, hear your soft voice? I run to my secret closet to worship you, to bask in your presence, to feel your loving hand upon me. My brother David said, “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. I will bless your name at all times! I will magnify you in spite of what I go through, for you are able to keep me.  You said “no weapon which is formed against me shall prosper, yes and every tongue that shall rise against me in judgment you will condemn.” Isaiah 54:17. I do not have to fight my own battles because you said to me, “the battle is not yours, but it belongs to Me.” 2 Chronicles 20:15. 

God you are my shield, my defender, my buckler, my God in whom I trust continually! You give me a smile, a song, a way of escape, you God give to me what no one can and that is unconditional love!  You are my Lord, my love, my fortress, my rock, my God! You are the great “I AM,” Alpha and Omega … my beginning and end! Lord I am filled with joy unspeakable because you are so awesome.

There is someone who needs to know today that you are a God of action; someone needs to know that you are not immobile and silent like the statues many worship. That someone needs to understand that you created the very materials they use to create their gods.

You are the one and true God -- no other god can come before you, and there will be no other after you! How mighty you are … able to send forth judgment and set right the wrongs of the earth. You alone are able to confound the very wisest of men. You are my God, my praise, my song and I love you!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, it is only a good morning if you have the right attitude, knowing that God is on your side!

True Repentance






July 30th, 2007

Is there such a thing as true repentance? Can we change a behavior which has caused us pain hurt, guilt, and shame? Can we stop doing what we have come to enjoy? Of course, we know that in God all things are possible and there is nothing God can not accomplish through our faith. But, sometimes we allow the lure of fleshly desires to cloud what we know is right. To repent, simply means, to change, to turn away, and to stop doing whatever that sin is that so easily besets us. God said to the house of Israel, “Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.” Ezekiel 18:30. Saints, we can confess our sins, but if we do not turn from our transgressions (sins) it is a waste of our time because God said, “if you do not repent (turn away from) you will be ruined.” How can we be ruined?  I’ll tell you … guilt, shame, and living dishonestly are emotions/feelings and ways that will – not if, will -- cause us psychological turmoil and hence ruin us. 

There is nothing worse than being laden with guilt because of sin, because of our inability to trust God enough to turn away from our sins. What of the things God has for us? What about our purpose and destiny in God? Aren’t these things important? Is the sin we are in worth not fully living up to our potential in God? Just think sin is for a moment.  The enjoyment doesn’t last.  Once the enjoyment is over all you are left with is the emotional upset of having committed the act.

The Children of Israel repented countless of times only to fall back into sin. The Word of God says, “they draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips did honor me, but have removed their heart far from me.” Isaiah 29:13. Their hearts weren’t in it.  Mercifully, “God has [did] what the Law could not do, [its power] being weakened by the flesh [the entire nature of man without the Holy Spirit].  [By] sending His own Son in the guise of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, [God] condemned sin in the flesh [subdued, overcame, deprived it of its power over all who accept that sacrifice].” Romans 8:3. The law was weak through the flesh.  Jesus condemned sin in the flesh through His death, burial, and resurrection thus giving us the power to truly repent … turn away, change our ways, and stop committing the same sin over and over again. 

Sin is condemned in the flesh and we do not have to be servants to it any longer, we have the power to repent, to change … but only if we choose to do so.  God gave us this power for He knew that “the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41. While our flesh may be weak, “if we walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and guided by the Spirit]; then we will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human nature without God).” Galatians 5:16 (Amp). How do we walk in the spirit? By listening to the Holy Spirit, by being in tune with His lead and guidance -- for the Holy Spirit leads and guides us into all truth and gives us the strength to turn away from sin. We accomplish nothing in our own strength, but in the strength of God we can do all things! 

Have you ever thought, “I just can’t help myself,” and found yourself continually committing the same sinful acts even after you had confessed and asked God to forgive you? If so, you are still walking into the same traps … most of which were set by your own hand. How does a person get delivered from their sin? The Word says, “by the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16.  It is according to your belief in the Word of God, and your subsequent trust in Him.  These things will help you come to the point of true repentance.

We tend to want what we want, when we want it and, at the time of our fleshly enjoyment, the consequences of our actions just don’t matter.  Whether we want to admit it or not, Saints, we always have a choice. When we hear people say; “I did not have a choice, it just happened,” we can honestly say to them and to ourselves, “Yes you did, but you chose to do what you wanted … the thing that would satisfy your flesh for a few brief minutes.”  

We make all kinds of choices about things that affect our daily lives. Most of the time we make decisions without even bothering to consult God.  But when we decide to do what we know is wrong, we willingly choose to live with our choice for that momentary delight but later, when guilt and shame set in, we run to God and ask forgiveness.  We ask, sometimes we beg … knowing full well … that we don’t really want to repent and turn away from whatever our source of momentary delight happens to be.  We just want to feel better and have God covering our shame until we do it all over again. If we are not ready to stop doing what we know is wrong and want to keep on doing what we know is against the commandments of God, then why do we continue to ask for forgiveness?

When God forgives us the Word of God says, “I, even I, am he that blotted out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Isaiah 43:25. When God forgives, He chooses to not remember our sins any more. God, of course, is almighty and can not possibly forget anything, but He chooses to not bring up our past sins, He chooses to not acknowledge them! How awesome is that? We make the choice to sin and then confess without truly repenting in our heart and God … our Father, our love, our protector, our very reason for being … chooses not to acknowledge our sin but instead blots them out, cleanses us, and restores us only for us to go and do it again. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! God is so good and I pray you are being blessed by his word!

There is No Savior Other than God



July 31, 2007

Saints, did you know that there is no Savior outside of God? No one is able to save you but God! Isaiah 43:11 tells us, “I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no savior.” Saints, God said there is no other who is able to save, deliver, protect, heal, set free, and bring about a change in your life other than God himself! God said, “I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.” (verse 15). God is Lord of our life, the Holy One who has called us by name unto Himself! God created, made, and formed us in the womb, only He knows us for we belong to Him. God is our King He is set to rule and watch over us continually. He is set to provide and give to all who would come and entreat (implore) Him. The Lord said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7.  Why do we waste precious energy and time looking all over the place for what only God can provide?

Today, someone needs to understand that what you are seeking can be found only in God. You cannot afford to trust in anything other than God.

God said, “I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God,” Isaiah 44:6. We seek soothsayers (one who predicts future events), we read our horoscopes, have tarot cards and our palms read, but we never seek the one, and only one, who has all the answers … God. God spoke to the children of Israel, “Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD!” Isaiah 31:1. We put our trust in men, money, things, objects, but rarely do we decide to just believe in and trust God. The Children of Israel put their trust in other people, false gods, and various trinkets. They failed to look toward the only one who had showed that He was able to care for them. God said, “I have revealed and saved and proclaimed — I, and not some foreign god among you. You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, that I am God.” Isaiah 43:12. They were witnesses because they had reaped rewards and favor from God many times before, but then they would stray away. Saints, like the Children of Israel, we are witness that God is able, God does save, and God does show up and take care of His children. 

The very hairs on our head are numbered by Him … we are of value to Him. The Word tells us, “Are not two little sparrows sold for a penny? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground without our Father's leave (consent) and notice.” Matthew 10:29. Nothing happens in our life without God giving the okay, for He is in control of all things.  Remember, our Lord and Savior said that everything that happens in our life “is working together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.  God said that He takes notice of even a little sparrow.  Saints, we are of more value to Him than a sparrow. We must move and operate in the truth that we are loved, cared for, and watched over by a mighty God, a King who desires that we come and plead and reason with Him! God said, “Though our sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. Saints, God blotted out our transgressions for His own sake, and will not remember our sins.” Isaiah 43:25. God continually tells us to fear not, nor be dismayed for He is with us, to deliver and keep us. Saints, truly the LORD is on our side, “we should not fear: what can man do unto us?” Psalms 118:6.  God is on our side, but we fail to acknowledge Him because of our pride. Many of us are so puffed up in our own eyes, that we can neither hear nor see truth. We think we know everything but, Saints, we don’t know anything.   If it is not founded and grounded in God, our knowledge is nothing. 

Many are searching today. Your search can be over if you will put your trust in God. God said, “Prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:10.  Saints, God is at the door of your heart, there is no other God who is able to save you. God said, “Fear not, nor be afraid [in the coming violent upheavals]; have I not told it to you from of old and declared it? And you are My witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is no [other] Rock; I know not any.” Isaiah 44:8. God knows everything He is omniscient … He has complete and unlimited knowledge … and if He knows of no other god who can save you, you just may want to take heed and listen! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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