Good Morning, Saints!  Happy New Year!  All praise, glory, and honor to our Lord who has seen fit to allow us to see another year!
January 1, 2008

The Fool
The Word of God says, “The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity …” Psalms 53:1. Saints, why do we think we can get away with doing things we know are against the commands of God? We establish in our hearts that we can do what we want and still get up on Sunday and praise God as if we have done nothing wrong. Many harbor no shame, guilt, or regrets for they are void of the love of God.  They behave as if there are no consequences to their actions. The Word of God says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7. What you and I sow, we will reap. You may think that you’re getting away with something because of time but time is only an indicator of what is sure to come. You cannot “do your dirt” and expect God not to one see it and, secondly, for the truth of the Word to not catch up with you. What goes around is sure to come around and you will most definitely suffer the consequences for not choosing to follow after righteousness. The Word of God is true.  It’s for sure that there is nothing and no one in whom you can fully trust other than God, and there is no place in which you will be able to hide and take refuge. 
Many people purposely set their minds and hearts to hurt others.  They set traps for them – traps of lies and deceit. They believe that nothing is able to stop them, but the Word of God says, “He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed the eye, shall he not see? He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know? The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.” Psalms 94:9-11. Saints, God knows all things and I tell those who think they are getting away with something – be warned, for the time is here for the redeemed of the Lord to praise, for God has heard their cry and is set to judge. The Word of God says, “… weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalms 30:5.  My sisters and brothers … those of you who have been hurt, taken advantage of, stolen from, and cheated on … God has heard your cry. He has not forsaken you; He will redeem you and bring a blessing upon each of your lives for He is good and able. God has a set time for all things even for judgment. All in its time … you and I are the victors and what God does is all for our good. 
Don’t give up and don’t give in … God has not forgotten.  He knows and sees all things. You have not been forsaken, God is here and judgment is at hand. The Word of God says, “… let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9.  It is the reaping season and, truly, God is on the move. Saints you must remain encouraged.  I know how much it hurts, how confusing it can be, how utterly impossible things may seem at this moment. But God!  God is able, He is mighty and He is our God, Lord, and King. He is with us in spite of what people may be saying, in spite of how it may look, in spite of how you may feel. God is here standing by your side making a way out of no way and doing what most believe is impossible to do. God is doing it and meeting the need. 
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints! My God, My Lord, My King.

January 2, 2008  

My Blessing/My Burden

This is the year of breakthrough, the year of promises being fulfilled. It is the year that all will be met and settled, for it is a year that God has set for His people to move out in power. It is not in your new year’s resolution, but in your commitment to trust God in spite of everything and everyone. God will do what He said He would do!

Is it possible for our blessings to become burdens? If God has blessed us with a car, house, job, or some other material thing, can it become a burden? Saints, when God blesses us, the blessing can never become a burden because when God gives to us He continually works with us and helps us to be good stewards of His gift. God won’t give you anything you’re not ready for. However … now pay attention … you can step out of the will of God and get things on your own. And let me tell you, if you are out of the will of God, then you will reap what you have sown. 

Many times we fail to wait on the Lord and go after things we desire.  We may even have gotten an answer from God in reference to that desire and the answer may not have been what we wanted to hear. We then decide to do it anyway and later find that God was only trying to keep us from being in a situation where we’d be filled with regret as a consequence of getting something we so desperately wanted, but which wasn’t right for us … at least, not at the time we chose. When God gives us something … be it a car, a home or a job … we will be ready to receive it and to take care of it. 

We’re often quickly discouraged and fail to see the true blessing that lies beyond the material. The blessing is not just in the material, but it is in the responsibility of caring for something God has seen fit to give us in spite of our not being able to afford it, despite being too old or too young to care for it, or despite being unqualified, according to worldly standards, to have it.  God miraculously blesses us and then we question whether we should have it.  Why?  Because, quite often, we’re afraid we may not be able to take care of it.

If God gives it to you, He will most definitely be there to help you. Do not allow the enemy to come in and pervert the blessing of God. What the enemy wants to do is distract you, once again, from praising the Lord and being thankful for what God has done in your life. The only way he can do this is by tricking you into believing that God’s blessing is something you can not afford, should not have, and will not have for long. He will use your own fear to hold you captive within your own mind and, because of that, you will be unable to enjoy what God has given to you. Saints, aren’t you tired of the devil and his same old tricks? God gave it to you. A blessing is a gift bestowed upon you from God. It was given by God, it is not a burden, and should never be considered one. It is yours and no one can take it away from you. It belongs to you. You, however, can abuse it, trash it, neglect it, and lose it due to your own carelessness. But no one can take it from you for it was God whom gave it to you. 

The Word of the Lord says, “A faithful man shall abound with blessings …” Proverbs 28:20.  If you are faithful you have been promised blessings. The blessings are not numbered or limited. God gives as He sees fit and we are to be thankful for all things.  It is God who is able to give all things, not the enemy. The enemy wants to keep us from receiving and being thankful when we do receive from the Lord. “God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8.  Saints, God is able, not satan, but God.  If God has given you something, you should be praising and glorifying Him at this very moment. Do not be fearful or ashamed at what God has blessed you with. Shout it from the highest mountain, for someone needs to know that God is able. Someone needs to know that your blessing is a blessing through and through. Someone needs to know that if God gave it to you then He is faithful and just to help you. We are called to be good stewards of what God gives to us. Do you think God would give you something you were not able to care for, handle, or keep?  If so, you must get to know the Lord through His Word.  God is not a man that he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent of anything. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! I love the Lord and I know you do too! 

January 3, 2008

God

Do you know the God whom you serve? 

“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler (shield of protection), and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Psalms 18:2. Saints, everything belongs to God … the Word tells us, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him…” Colossians 1:16. Saints, God is able because He is God! I am so excited by all God has done in my life. I am also just as excited and happy to know of the things He has done for my brothers and sisters. Saints, how do we get to know God? How do we become secure and grounded in His Word? How can we, in spite of what’s happening all around us, be filled with joy? The Word of the Lord says, “… for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10. 

Saints, we get to know God by experiencing His attributes first hand. We know Him and become secure in His promises through His faithfulness, love, comfort, and peace.  Because of these attributes, we’ve successfully come through challenges, situations, and trials.  And, through our triumph over negativities we get to know just how able He is and we learn that there is nothing too hard for God.  But, Saints, we can not accurately speak to this truth or expound upon His many other characteristics if we have not had the opportunity to personally experience them.  How can I know of His love if I have not personally witnessed it? How can I tell you of His faithfulness if I have not experienced it for myself? How can I sit here and tell you that God can do the extraordinary if I have not seen it happen in my own life? I can not possibly speak of the goodness of God if I have not experienced it first hand. I can quote you scripture, but the added power is in my testimony of how God has moved in my life. 

Saints, I am a witness … there is nothing too hard for the Lord. God is able to supply all my needs according to His riches. I know that God can do what man has said can not be done.  He has done it in my life and in the lives of many of our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.  Just the fact of where you are today is a strong testament of just how good God is. We are commanded to share our testimonies so that others may be blessed by them.

God moved mightily in my life in spite of extenuating circumstances.  God can make a way for you just as He has done for me and your brother or sister. You, too, have a testimony of God’s goodness, faithfulness, love, peace, joy, strength, and power.  You can speak to these attributes for you have experienced it all first hand. If we were to read the lives of those who came before us – Noah, Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Paul, Peter and, most importantly, Jesus Himself – we would see that just as God did it all before, He is able and willing to do it again. The Lord is no respecter of persons. What He has done for me, he can do for you.  What he has done for you, He can do for me. God is able and we truly ought to praise His name and shout of His goodness always. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Jesus is Lord … have you made Him Lord of your life?

Darkness





January 4th, 2008

Have you ever felt as if you are walking in darkness all day long?  Was that darkness upon you so heavily that you couldn’t even see the light because of all the ‘stuff’ that was coming at you?  Was the darkness so great that your faith wavered?  Was the oppression so great that you actually questioned whether God was even there?  

What power does darkness have anyway? What can it truly do to us? The Word of God says, “… the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.” Psalms 139:12.  God created all things even the darkness. Now I know what you thinking, you’re saying, “Not the darkness of the night, Silly, but the feeling of darkness.”  But Saints, God is light and if the Spirit of the Lord truly dwells in you then darkness … even feelings of darkness … has no power unless you, of course, lend power to it.  God is aware of what we are facing and why we are aching.  God has felt it all.  He understands our feelings of being under pressure … He once carried it.  There is nothing new under the sun, nothing that has not been done or felt before. You and I are not the only ones but, of course, the enemy would really like us to think we are. 

Darkness can come upon us to try and blind us from seeing the truth which is the Light of Christ.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the light.” John 16:6. The light (Jesus) came into the world so that we would not have to walk in darkness or feel the darkness. Saints, the Light has come into the world. The Light shines brightly on our troubles, fears, and doubts.  The Light (Jesus) is our hope that what we are facing is nothing compared to what God is able to do.  God has not given us the spirit of fear.  Fear brings darkness and our doubt strengthens it.  That darkness may seem heavy, but God is carrying the weight and if you will stop “lending Him a hand,” you will not feel the weight. God has everything under control if you will just believe. God is in control no matter what it looks like.  God knows what He is doing and all you have to do is have faith. Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.” John 12:46. Jesus is the Light, all you have to do is believe and know that what you are facing God has it all under control, and all you have to do is walk by faith. When Jesus saw the faith of the men who brought their friend to be healed by Him, “He said to the man sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.”  Mark 2:5. It is our faith that continually moves the hand of God on our lives. Saints, faith without works is dead.  The work required is our belief that what we see happening before our eyes and what we feel is nothing compared to what God is able to do. 

It is truly not as dark as it seems.  Your burden is not as heavy as the enemy would have you to believe. God is with you in spite of how it may feel. God has promised to never leave nor forsake you. It is time for you to stop moping about as if the world has come against you, and start acting like a child of the most high God. Saints, you and I are children of a mighty God … the Lord, the creator of heaven and earth and the King of Kings.  We have dominion, yet we walk around acting defeated and uninspired.

The power of God dwells within us.  The Word of God says, “God has given us power and a sound mind.” We must operate in that sound mind today and see the Light for He is right in front of our eyes. Saints, God has created us to have dominion, do you know what that means? We have the power and the right to govern, to call those things which are not as though they are! Through Him, we rule.  We have the control to order and set things in motion! You do not have to be subject to anyone nor feel inferior to anyone because God has given you the power, rule, and control over every situation, circumstance, and trial. All you have to do is believe.  I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “Stop selling yourself short!” If he does not want you, if she cannot appreciate you, then it is time you opened your eyes to the one who loves, cares, and cherishes you … the Lord God! Be Blessed today Saints and walk in the light which dwells within you for the Word of God says, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.” Matthew 5:14. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! This is going to be a great year in the Lord!

Separate   




January 7th, 2008
Saints, it is time we separate ourselves from that which is holding us captive.  The thing or person that holds us in captivity is different for each of us, but the psychological hold is the same. The enemy is crafty and plays tricks on our minds. The captivator may be a person, a place, a memory, a job, or any number of things, but you must separate from it in order for God to continue to move in your life. In Genesis 13:14, God made a promise to Abraham after he was separated from his nephew Lot. Sometimes we hear more clearly when we separate from the things that are distracting us from reaching our full potential in God.

Do you have potential?  Can you believe that you are more than what you are doing or thinking?  Do you believe you are more than your present behavior shows you to be? You are more, and God wants to move mightily in your life so that you can step up and reach all He has purposed and destined for your life. God is saying to us today, “… come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:17. It is time for you and I to let go of some people, some specific ways, and definitely some of our thinking. It is time to stop living in the past.  Paul said we are to “forget[ting] those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” Philippians 3:13.  Saints, it is time to let some things go! 

How do we separate when the thing or person has made us feel so comfortable, so dependent?  How do we turn away and walk in the direction of a promise? We must first believe the promise. You have to believe today, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that what God has promised to do in your life He willing and able to perform, no matter what. The Word of God says, “… all things are possible to him that believeth.” Mark 9:23. All things are possible. It is possible for you to continue without that man, without that woman, that job, home, neighborhood, way of thinking or, believe it or not, place of worship. It is possible … if you believe. It takes an action on our part in order for us to walk in the promises of God. Abraham had to separate himself from Lot not because he didn’t love his nephew, but because his nephew was not fully following after the things of God.  If you have determined in your heart to follow after the things of God then why would you want to get caught up with people, places, and things that are not following after the things of God?  God is not telling you to leave for the sake of leaving; He is saying that He needs us to submit to Him fully in order for Him to move fully in our lives.  Part of submitting is having the ability to let go of some things we have held onto for comfort and security. Many times the same people we choose to hang around and keep around are the ones holding us down spiritually. You can not praise, magnify, and worship God and, at the same time. put in a movie you know you should not be watching, listen to a station you know you should not be listening to, or hang around people you know you have no business being around … even if they are members of your family. It boils down to this … can you separate to receive, to grow, to mature, and to be elevated in the Lord? Can you give it up and depend only on God for all things? Is it possible for you to walk not with man but with God? To walk with the Lord is to obey and submit. 

As the Children of Israel were on the verge of entering the Promised Land, Moses instructed them, “Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.” Deuteronomy 5:33. What was the promise if they obeyed to walk in the ways of God?  The Lord promised they would live, all would be well with them, and their days in the land would be prolonged. The same applies today.  If we would walk in the ways of God … that is be separate from anything that will spiritually hinder us … then God has promised us a more abundant life, true peace, and prolonged days.  Now, remember, when we talk about ‘prolonged days’ we are not talking so much the length of days but the quality of days. You and I must walk in the ways of the Lord and if anyone in our life decides that the Lord’s way is not their way then, Saints, we must choose … today, right now … whom we will serve?  You must separate so that you are not led astray, be pulled in any direction other than the Lords, or be held back from doing the will of the Lord for you life and from receiving that which God so lovingly wants to give you. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is near even when He seems so very far away!

Companionship
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Saints, who is your true soul-mate? Can a man or woman satisfy you completely? The Word of the Lord says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. 

Only God can supply and meet every need we have. No man or woman can do that and we should not expect them to. We tend to read and think the above scripture with all our focus on the words “God shall supply [our] every need.” we seem to forget about a very important word in this scripture … “My God.”  Saints, God must be Lord in your life; you must make a personal declaration that God is your God and is able to do all things for you.

When we concentrate our efforts simply on finding the right person, most often we get caught up in fleshly desires instead of seeking a spiritual partner as well … someone who loves the Lord as much as they claim to love us. The Word of God says, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.” Genesis 2:18.  Adam was not given a help mate (Eve) to distract him from the Lord, but to share with him the things of God. You and I are not to look to an individual as if they were our ‘savior’ … we have but one Savior and His name is Christ Jesus.

God is supposed to be our focus.  Our purpose and destiny is found in God. If we were to put as much effort in seeking God as we do in seeking a significant other, we would not experience half as many “issues” in life as we do.  God must come first.  The Word of God reminds us that our Lord is a “… jealous God.” Exodus 20:5.

God wants us to be confident, secure in the truth that He is able to supply all our needs. God wants us to lean on Him, depend on Him, and trust in Him. You and I must remember that God wants to bless us, care for us, provide for, and protect us.  Saints, it is time that we trust God and look past a good looking face or an awesome body and remember that we will find the true character of a person beneath the surface.  Only God is able to lead and guide us into all truth, so if we really want to know about the person we’ve met, then we need to seek God first.  The Word tells us to, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7. 

Paul said, “For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.” 1 Corinthians 7: 7-9. Saints, there is nothing wrong with having a relationship, but when we only seek a relationship to fulfill fleshly needs, we limit ourselves and take a chance that we will miss out on something awesome that was instituted by God.

Think about the time we waste looking for someone or worrying about whether we will marry or not.  Our minds are consumed with how, who, where, and when we are going to have a relationship. And those of us who are in a relationship tend to focus on the person far more often than on God. Saints, relationships are work and they take precious time to mature. If you and I would focus all that energy on God and seek the things of God just think about how healthy our relationships could be. We want what we want but I don’t think any of us truly wants to reap the consequences of hasty actions. A whole lot of us are alone today because in our haste to “be in a relationship” we failed to truly seek the Lord’s wisdom and guidance.  Consequently, we wound up with failed relationships, divorces and a lot of emotional pain.

But, Saints, I tell you this … the consequences of our haste are not necessarily the end – it could just be the beginning of something beautiful. You are not doomed to be alone for God has promised you, “… I will never leave nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5.  Seek Him!  You can heal and move on.  Do not allow the enemy to use what may have happened in a past relationship to haunt you in the next.  God is able to heal, set-free and deliver you, but you must focus your energies on seeking after Him.  The Word of the Lord says, “… seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33.  Saints, there are many innocent lives lost – literally and figuratively – because some people believe the lie that “they can not live” without some man or some woman.  The Word of the Lord says, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning Saints! God is awesome, and you better believe it!

The Need Within
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I have a need to be with someone … for a hug, a kiss. I have a need to shout, yell, cry, and run away. I have a need so rooted in my soul that I sometimes cry for no reason, hurt when nothing has been done to me, and shout because I can’t get the answers I desire. I have a need within. I express these inner needs through behaviors contrary to the ways of God.

Saints, have you ever identified or clarified the definition of need? A need is a requirement, something that has to be there in order for something to work or function properly. When we say we need a man or woman, are we saying that “I will not be able to live, breath, or function properly” if I don’t have him or her?  Does time stop or life end because we don’t have someone in our life? When we say we need to cry or run away are we saying “something horrible is going to happen” if I don’t cry right now?  Do we mean that somehow something negative is going to overtake if we do not run far away the situation right now?  What are we really saying when we make the statement, “I Need?” 

Saints, what is the difference between need and want? Many times we confuse the two because of the strong desire to have something we actually want as opposed to actually need. The only thing we really need in our life is Christ Jesus, for Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. No one, other than God, is able to supply all your needs.  The Word of God says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. So need is a necessity … water, for instance, is a necessity.  Life can not be sustained for long without it.  A Coke, a glass of lemonade, or a cup of coffee falls into the category of a “want.”  The body can live without any of those liquids but people find it pleasurable to drink them on occasion.   Wants are something we desire, wish for or crave.  They may give us pleasure, but our ability to live … and live fully … are not generally adversely affected if we do not receive the things we want.  As humans we need love for our emotional health but, although most people desire it, we can live quite well without sex.  Generally speaking, what our flesh craves is a “want” not a “need.” 

If we have faith in the Word of the Lord and have an understanding of what the Word speaks of in reference to human necessity, then we know that clothing, shelter, food, and financial stability are provided by God.  If we understand this, then we know that we really don’t have any needs because God supplies all our needs. What we have not yet understood is what Paul spoke of in Philippians 4:11, “… I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  Clothing need not have a designer’s name to provide warmth and appropriate coverage.  Housing does not need to be palatial to be comfortable or to provide shelter for us and our family.  Bread, fruit, vegetables and water can feed us and help us maintain good health … chocolate (even though I, myself, have been known to proclaim it) is not one of the food groups.  Paul understood that the needs of his life were being handled, taken care of, and met by God.  This was God’s promise for Paul’s life and it is His promise for our lives in the 21st Century.  With that understanding under his belt, Paul was then able to say, “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13.  Our needs are, most often, simply selfish desires to have something we desperately want. 

With a firm foundation in the Lord and His Word we will, when we think of those inner needs, be able to distinguish them from our own wants. All of us want something. We want to be with a specific person, go to a certain place, or do certain things in our lives. But, Saints, our life is not our own. Even those who do not accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior do not “own” their life. The Word of God says, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24.  Many times we think we are running our lives and doing things our way, but satan has clouded many of our minds at one time or another with this lie. You are either going to serve God or be an instrument for the enemy; you will be used by him and led to believe that you are doing things your way. 

Our inner need … even when we don’t fully realize it … is a yearning for God.  It is a yearning to come back to our Creator and be reunited with the One who designed us, knows us, and loves us just as we are.  Our inner need is to, once more, come together with God. Those “wants’ are simply our selfish desires for what we lust after in our hearts. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning, Saints! It is just a smoke screen … God is with you!

The Temperature Change
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You know how good you feel when you receive a blessing from the Lord?  When that happens, you find yourself praising and glorifying God and feeling as if you’re on cloud nine! It’s a wonderful feeling!  At that moment, nothing can penetrate your joyous experience. You’re jumping for joy and can’t wait to spread the good news of what God has done for you and what you know He is able to do for someone else. It is a wonderful feeling. 

Now … the temperature changes.  You get home and look in your mailbox, the bills are in … the ones you KNEW were coming, plus some you weren’t expecting.  The phone rings and the caller relays some bad news.  The kids are yelling and screaming; the house is a mess; you’ve got nothing in the frig for dinner; your husband comes in slamming the door … had a baaad day and suddenly, you seem to have forgotten all about your blessing ‘cause right now, you’re faced with life.  As they say … reality SUCKS!  This is just how fast the temperature can change and how quickly you can forget about the truths and promises of God.

If we look in the books of Exodus and Numbers, we read how the Children of Israel were brought up out of Egypt by the very hand of God. They were fed, clothed, protected and then some. They witnessed awesome miracles of the Lord, but when the temperature changed – they forgot all about what God was able to do and what He had done for them over and over again. 

God has said “I will deliver you, protect you, keep you, and bless you” in so many, many ways.  God has promised “I will never forsake you, nor will I ever leave you.” God has said “I will supply all your needs,” and “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper.”  God has said so much to us and, Saints, whatever God says is the truth. Have you ever just stopped and thought about just how much God loves you? Just how much God had done for you? Have you thought about how God sent His only begotten Son just to restore the relationship between you and Him? Have you considered His love … so deep and unconditional that, in spite of what you have done or will do, God still loves you? 

At one time or another ALL of us get caught up in the temperature change.  We concentrate on how we are going to pay those additional bills, how we’re going to get through that hurt and pain, and how we’re going to be able to minister to our loved ones.  After all this mess, Saints, exactly how can we get back to the feelings we had before we walked through the door?  We must remember that there is healing and strength in praise. The Word of God says He “… will appoint unto them … the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” Isaiah 61:3.  Yes, I know … I hear you … it’s so easy to say but, when you’re standing knee deep in the messes of life in the middle of your living room, these truths seems so awfully far away.  But, Saints, the truths of the Lord God Jehovah haven’t gone anywhere; all you have to do is focus to bring them back into view.

Saints, I know it hurts and I know how very confusing and troubling it is, but God is the answer whenever we are faced with life’s stressors. God is the one we should run to when the tears stop and we begin to see clearly. God is our refuge and high tower. There is truly nothing too hard for the Lord.  We must hold onto His promises because the enemy wants to distract us from remembering the blessings of God, and he wants to keep us from remembering what God is able to do and has done for us in the past.  “God is not a man that he should lie nor the son of man that he should have to repent ...” Numbers 23:19. God said it, He promised it to you, and it is time for you to take His promises personally and then trust Him to deliver.  Saints, the Lord is able to do it all.  Let’s stop limiting the strength and power of God with our doubts and fears and, instead, turn those doubts and fears into belief and the assurance that all our needs will be met by able and willing hands. The money will come to make the payments; a kind word to the children will certainly comfort them and your spirit, and prayer truly changes things.  That is the one thing you should do when there is nothing else you can possibly do in your own strength.

The Word of God reminds us that “... The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16.  Stop the “doom and gloom,” remember who you are, and what your Father, who is in heaven, is able to do.  Is there anything too hard for God? When you think about that bill and how there is no way you can afford to pay it, don’t you think God can supply what you need? When you think about God and what He is able to do, is anything in your life so huge that God can’t put His arms around it and whittle it down to size?  Yes, Saints, the temperature may change, but who controls the dial?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good morning Saints! Your life is hid in God!

New Beginnings




January 14th, 2008
What can we say about new beginnings? Are they really new or just another step in our life’s purpose and plan? What can really be said about things changing in our life? Would you really want things to remain the same? 

A new beginning is not what you and I think.  It is not a chance to do it again but, rather, it is another step in life’s design. Those who have received Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior have become new … old things have passed away. We walk in the newness of life everyday. The Word of God says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. We are to walk in the newness of life everyday of our life. A “new beginning” is another step in our lives that moves us closer to our Lord. 

If things were to remain the same, there would be no growth, no maturity, nor healing. What are we really saying when we want things to remain as they are?  Are we saying we’re too fearful to do it another way; too doubtful, concerned that we won’t be able to achieve the desired end if we do it another way? Or are we saying God can’t possibly work any other way? Things change, and we ought to thank God for the changes because, if they were to remain the same, how could we move out of our comfort zone and into the purpose and plan God has destined for our lives? How could we reach our potential in God? The issue, most of the time, Saints, is that we want to grow and want to move up, but we don’t want to experience the growing pains come along the way. We want to achieve greatness, but we don’t want to follow the steps required to achieve such greatness. New beginnings have a cost.  They cost time, effort, energy, and pain.  New beginnings takes time to be manifested because there is a work involved that will benefit us if we can trust beyond what we see, feel, and hear. 

We learn by experience, our experiences build trust in God and that trust strengthens our faith. Our faith works hope – hope that as we follow after the things of God, we will achieve, mature, and grow. Think of a caterpillar.  Before he reaches his ultimate new beginning as a buttery, he has life changing experiences along the way that prepare him to be the beautiful butterfly. A caterpillar goes through four stages of life experiences … as an egg, then a caterpillar, later a chrysalis, and ultimately a butterfly. We go through similar stages of experience.  We’re born, and then born again when we accept Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior; we pass through death and into our life eternal.  Each stage is a new beginning with its unique experiences, sequence of events and processes that allow us to grow and move forward toward the next stage. And, in between each stage we will experience other encounters with life to help us move along the way. 

You and I are destined to be more than what we see in our mirror everyday, but there must be a sequence of events … a process, if you will … to get us to that place God has purposed for us. Our new beginnings are simply steps we take to move closer to the Lord. Saints, you are not the same as you were last year so why would you want to do things the same way? Yesterday is gone – never to return – so why spend time there wishing you had done something differently?  And, we are commanded not to take thought for tomorrow … “Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Matthew 6:34. Saints, what we need for tomorrow will be supplied tomorrow. We live to grow so that we may experience a continual new beginning in God. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus 

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Give God the Glory and Honor for what he is about to do in 2008!

Growth





January 15th 2008
A flower needs to have enough room to grow up, down and out.  The blossom needs to get as tall as it’s supposed to, the foliage needs to be able to spread and lend beauty to the flower, and the root system needs to be deep enough to provide a good anchor for the entire plant and have enough room to expand.  Flowers, too, need to have the ability to explore new horizons. Saints, as Children of God, we are supposed to grow, to leap, and abound! The Word of God says, “They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine …” Hosea 14:7. 

God wants us to grow, to stretch, and to flourish! We’re not supposed to live out our lives being complacent and totally complaisant specks of protoplasm just meandering along waiting for life to happen to us.  We are Children of the Most High God and we are destined to do extraordinary things. 

There were times in the past when I wondered what my purpose was, what I was destined by God to do. I would often sit, listening to the pastor during church service as he brought forth the Word, but I’ll tell you … I never truly felt like I was supposed to settle for this … sitting in a pew listening to someone else expound upon the Word of God. I knew in my heart that I was going to do and accomplish great things because my Father who is in heaven is great, awesome, and truly very wise.  I knew that He had a plan and I knew that my name was on the top of the page. But how was I going to get started?  My answer was found in Romans 10:17, “… faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

So, what I was doing … connecting to a ministry where I heard the Word of God preached and where I was taught, and studying the Word on my own … was the right thing to do. 1 Peter 2:2 says, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow …” We have to want to hear and learn the Word of God as much as babies desire their milk. The Word of God provides us with spiritual fuel and basic nutrients; the Word helps us to grow.  I needed to be totally engrossed in the Word of God so that I could hear Him more clearly and begin to get to know who God was, who I was in God, and what He had purposed me.

It is all found in His glorious Word. The strength, courage, grounding, hope and love we need are all found in His Word.  Saints, the Word of God is a sure foundation.  Who we in the Lord needs to be built upon His foundation before we can truly move out and do what God has called us to do.  We must be taught and when we learn our lessons well, we will be well equipped for the blessing. We need to make a commitment to the things of God in order for us to be able to withstand what will certainly come our way. David did great things, he became a man after God’s own heart … but not before he had to give up some things and experience some hardships. He also had to prepare for what God was going to do in his life. He prepared by getting to know God and the things of God. Our delight, as David’s, should be to meditate in the Word of God continually. Psalms 1:2. 

Saints, we all want the blessings, but quite a few of us don’t want the necessary struggles associated with our growth.  Struggles may come before, during or after a marvelous blessing from the Lord.  No matter who we are, we must understand that struggles will come no matter what … they are a part of life!  But what a difference it makes when our struggles are borne as we walk hand-in-hand with Jesus.

No matter what ministry God has called you to, there should be growth in your spiritual walk. You shouldn’t be in the same place you were last year. You should be able to look yourself in the mirror and recognize some specific areas of growth. Are you the same? Are you reacting the same way, doing things in the same manner you did before you came to Christ?  Do you have such a love for others that you will “go the extra mile” for your brothers and sisters? Saints, you and I should have learned something and be on the road to purpose and calling. We should be moving in our specific call by doing some things differently.

If you’ve been sitting on the side-lines of  a ministry for quite some time … maybe years … and you can’t discern any growth in your spiritual walk, you ought to look deeper inside and determine if you have done the those things necessary for growth. Have you joined any ministries? Have you taken part in anything the church has to offer? What have you done as opposed to what has the church done for you? Saints, growth is essential and we must be mindful of our personal spiritual growth. We are not to remain the same; the blessing of God takes us higher – but only through growth. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God can do it, you only have to believe

Personal Goal



January 16th 2008
I have made personal goals and set the timelines in which to achieve them. I have not taken part in declaring a new year’s resolutions for a long time because I believe they set us up to feel badly when we don’t achieve what we declared. But a goal – a personal, spiritual goal is something we need to set as a step in achieving something bigger and greater in God!

The Word of God says, “For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised …” 1 Chronicles 16:25.  We serve a great and awesome God. So it goes without saying that if we serve a great God then we are set to receive and do great things. Greatness is not something to be taken lightly and be misinterpreted as something we can achieve without some work on our part. We must research, read, meditate and, most importantly, pray. To achieve greatness in what God has called us to do requires action on our part.  Saints, dare to set goals for 2008!  Set goals to mark where you want to be and what you want to achieve for the year. We have twelve months in which to achieve greatness. Each month should be full of opportunity.  It is your year to receive from God! If you expect to receive in your heart … you will receive.  Just give all glory and praise to the Lord and do what you have to in order for all to come to pass in your life. You must step out in faith and … just do it!  Don’t think of a year as being too long because, Saints, before you know it, the holidays will be upon us again. You don’t have the time you think you have.  Time can play tricks on us ... every once in awhile we all have a tendency to believe that time will stand still. 

Remember, the Word of God says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven …” Ecclesiastes 3:1.  Setting goals gives us an objective to work toward and, as we work toward achieving our objective, it gives us a process to work through. We need to set personal spiritual goals in order to achieve the things God has called us to do. If you take the time to do something each day you feel God has called you to do, I promise you this … you will end your day with that good feeling of having truly accomplished something worthwhile. How can I promise that? Experience gives me the right to say, “I know you will feel good!”  I know how great I feel when my day has been productive doing something that leads to what God has called me to do.  Only an individual who has experienced it can truly attest to how pure accomplishment in the Name of God uplifts and strengthens you from the inside out. 

Why set goals? God gives us vision and vision gives us purpose. Work your goal to achieve whatever vision you have been given by the Lord. My goals and your goals are most likely not the same, but they are set to achieve the same things. It is much easier to work a goal than it is to attack the full vision. Set individual spiritual goals for yourself.  When you have successfully achieved a goal, you will be motivated and encouraged to set the next.  Saints, “God has freely given all things to us.” Romans 8:32. How do we possess those things? Well, Saints, the answer is that we already have possession; we just haven’t learned how to grab ahold of them.  We take hold through faith and by moving out and doing those things we wouldn’t ordinarily have to courage or mindset to do.  Setting personal spiritual goals is easy when you have a vision. God gives us the vision; all we have to do is trust Him as we set the goals to move in the vision. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is truly awesome; we must acknowledge that truth everyday!

Separate





January 17th 2008
In order for God to move on your behalf, to do the extraordinary thing He wants to do in your life you must ‘separate’.  The Word of God says,  “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him (after Lot left him), Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward …” Genesis 13:14. 

God wants to do so much in your life, it is time for you to believe that you are going to accomplish more; believe that you can do all things through Christ which gives you the strength; and, believe that you are not the sum of what others perceive you to be.  Saints, God wants us to separate ourselves everything that is holding us back from hearing, receiving, and walking in what He has for us.  It may be a person, place, or thing. Only you know the specifics, and only you can remove yourself from whatever is keeping you from receiving all that is possible from God.  Many times God will move the person, get you out of the place, and/or destroy the thing in order for Him to get your attention.  Abraham was so caught up worrying about his nephew Lot, that he couldn’t hear God clearly nor was he ready to receive the awesome blessing God had for his life.  “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:17. 

Upon the death of Abraham’s father, Terah, care for the orphaned Lot became Abraham’s responsibility.  Saints, how many times do we receive charges from our parents … maybe on their death beds … to care for someone or to marry someone?  Many people feel duty-bound to keep those “death-bed promises.”  However, we fail to understand that we are not to get caught up in promising things we know we can’t possibly do or things we know are not profitable for us.  What happens is this … guilt sets in and, despite a ‘little voice’ that tells us to do otherwise, we feel obligated to do whatever we’ve promised … no matter what.  It didn’t matter to Abraham that Lot did not fully follow after the things of God … his dad said, “take care of him.”  Even today, we sometimes ignore or just look past someone’s attitudes and behaviors even though we know they are not aligned with God … all because we made a promise to someone. 

God wanted Abraham to learn some things on the journeys He called him to take.  When he was first called, God told Abraham to “… Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee …” Genesis 12:1.  He wasn’t supposed to take anyone with him; Abraham was to follow the very specific commands of God.  But we know he didn’t do that … he took his wife, Sarai, and his nephew, Lot.

Like our brother Abraham, we need to be in a place to hear the Lord, but we also need to give God the opportunity to remove some people, places, and things out of our lives. Abraham needed to be separated from Lot in order for him to hear God.  God spoke after Abraham was separated. Could God have spoken while Lot was with Abraham? Yes, but how well do we listen when our lives are filled with distractions?  And some of us are more easily distracted by the things in our lives than others. We waste time and energy on people and things that have nothing to do with God or what He desires for our life. Abraham had to be in position to hear, to receive, and to do.  So do we!

The Word of God says, “… God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth …” 2 Thessalonians 2:13. God’s ways and thoughts are not ours; He has chosen each of us to do specific things during the course of our lives, and He has determined that faith is what we all need to be strong and successful as we move along in our journey with Him.  We need faith in order to walk away from him or her; we need strength to move out of our self-imposed comfort zone; and, we need the power to change those things in our lives that are not of God.  Saints, we are being called in this year of Our Lord, 2008 to a higher place and we must separate in order to hear what “thus saith the Lord!” 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  God is able to do what we have forgotten He can do. 

I’ve Been Here Before


January 19h 2008
I have been here before.  I have endured this pain.  I recognize this guilt and I have become accustomed to this shame. I have been here before. I know this feeling of loneliness and hostility. I can almost taste it when it is coming upon me. I have been here before. Never mind the blessing I may have just received, I have been here before. 

David said, “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. To bless the Lord continually, David must have experienced being in a place he had frequented before.  Yes, loneliness, guilt, hurt, shame, and defeat can come upon you but, if you have been there before, you should know what not to do and you know what worked for you previously. I know that God is good and faithful.  When I get down and feel heavy, I can smile because I know my God “will not leave nor forsake me.” Hebrews 13:5.  Even during trying times in my life, I am confident that “God is able.”   I know that God will make a way and I will come through the victor, “…for victory is mine.” 1 Corinthians 15:57. I know that greater is “… he that is in me than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4. I know that “… my God will supply all my needs” even in the midst of the storm. Philippians 4:19. 

The above are truths we must possess in our hearts, minds and spirits if we are to firmly stand against all satan will throw our way. The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God.  It is to be used to counter every thought satan tries to plant. This is why it is so essential for us to “Study to show [ourselves] approved unto God, [workmen] that need not be ashamed of what [we] believe and stand for in God.” 2Timothy 2:15.   We must not only be able to rightly divide (i.e., understand and interpret) the Word of truth for ourselves. we also need to be able to deliver the Word and be an encourager to someone else.

If you have no Word within you, how are you going to handle situations that try to exalt themselves against and over the knowledge of God?  Saints, we must remember that satan does not want us to give God the glory. He wants glory for himself, and the only way he can get glory from a believer is to place thoughts in our minds that are contrary to the Word of God. When these thoughts come we have the power, through our actions, to either rebuke them or receive them. When we receive them, satan gets the glory. The Word of God tells us to, “… bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ …” 2 Corinthians 10:5. I believe now, more than ever, that we must get a hold on the truth. 

The simple truth is that satan wants to destroy us, and will do anything and use anybody to accomplish his goal.  Let me remind you that “the war has been won” through the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  But, while we live on this earth awaiting the Lord’s return, every time satan successfully gets you to begin to question, doubt, or become fearful, he wins a little victory … steals a little glory from God. When satan catches you off guard and succeeds in limiting your ability to be affective in the Kingdom of God, he steals some glory from God, and wins a little victory. The Word says, “The thief comes only in order to steal, and kill, and destroy …” John 10:10 Amplified.  Saints, satan wants to destroy the people and the things of God. When you find yourself in a place you’ve been before ask yourself this question, “Why am I not giving glory to God for what He has done in my life?”  Only you can answer the question.  But, Saints, I tell you … if God never does another thing for you, you should give Him the glory for what He has already done!

The Word of God says, “… weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalms 30:5.  Joy comes when you give God the glory. Doubt, shame, fear, and loneliness come when you give-in to the lies of satan. God restores and gives life; satan steals and takes life. He can not physically take your life but he can pummel you so that your life begins to feel empty and useless. You must become wise to his tactics and begin to live the abundant life that Christ died and rose for you to have. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good morning, Saints!  God is good and worthy to be praised!

Acknowledge Me




January 21st 2008
Saints, how often do we take the time to acknowledge the people we see every day? I mean, do we really take the time to acknowledge the specific needs they may have? I see a lot of people every day and, yes, I say, “Hi! How you doing?  Oh, I’m fine, thank you.”  But, truthfully, I’m moving right along as I say those things and, quite often, I just don’t take the time to really hear their answer, to really acknowledge them. 

When I talk about acknowledging the specific needs of our brothers and sisters, I’m not talking about having ESP.  Rather, I’m talking about allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us … this is one of the reasons He was sent to us. The Word of God says, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 14:26. The Holy Spirit leads and guides us into truth.  Part of that truth is in the acknowledgement that many of our sisters and brothers in Christ are in need. The need may be spiritual, it could be emotional, and it might even be financial.  Whatever! But it’s a need we should be able to identify through the Holy Spirit – that is, if we’re not caught up in our own thing. 

“This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” John 15:12. The love Christ shows toward us is unconditional – it is a love that wants nothing in return.  Saints, we ought to love our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ with the same love … a love that asks nothing in return, and costs nothing to bear.  How is it that we can be in the same room with our sister and not know she’s in need of a friend – someone to talk to?  How come we can’t sense that she’s hurting because of some problem she may be experiencing at home?  Why can’t we identify abuse?  How can we just pass a brother by and not know that he’s in need of something … a job, a new direction, an encouraging word? We are so busy doing our own thing that we don’t take the time to stop, look, listen, and feel. The Holy Spirit is doing what He’s supposed to do, but we are too busy to hear or to see. The Word of God says, “And grieve (offend, distress or sadden) not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30. Saints, when we’re too busy to hear or see the things the Spirit of the Lord is trying to show us, we distress the Spirit. When we fail to move as the Spirit tells us, we sadden the Holy Spirit. When we deliberately disobey, we are offending the Holy Spirit of God.

Should we know when a family is in need, when they’re hungry, or without electric or gas? Isn’t it their responsibility to ask for help? God sent the prophet Elijah to a place called Zarephath.  The Lord told Elijah that He had commanded a widow who lived in that place to provide for Elijah. Now, Saints, this widow and her son were poor.  They didn’t have enough food to sustain themselves, let alone another mouth. She was so poor that she didn’t even have hope.  So when Elijah asked her for some water and a little bread she said, “I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse (pottery bottle): and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 1 Kings 17:12. Saints, she had made up her mind that she and her son were surely going to die. But God had another plan for her!  The Lord had determined that He would bless her through His prophet Elijah.  God planned for Elijah to receive and this woman to be blessed!  And notice something, Saints, both parties … Elijah and the widow … were obedient to the guidance of the Lord.  Elijah was obedient to His words and the widow to the stirrings of the Spirit within her.

Sometimes we grieve the Holy Spirit and miss an opportunity to be a blessing to someone because we don’t hear His words and, therefore, cannot follow His directions.  But listen, Saints, because this needs to be said, and you know what I’m about to say is true!  Sometimes we hear and we understand but we consciously say, “NO!”  Sometimes we say “No!” because of our circumstances and we’re afraid.  But quite often we say “No!” out of pure stubbornness and a desire to be contrary.  Think about it!

Let’s get back to Elijah and the widow.  Now after the widow made her statement of despair in Verse 12, Elijah replied, “Fear not; go and do as you have said … for thus saith the LORD God of Israel: The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.”  Elijah had followed the direction and lead of the Lord.  He encouraged the widow with his words (the words of the Spirit of God) and she was able to receive God’s blessing! Saints, we must acknowledge the stirrings of the Spirit within us; we don’t know what God has in store for another’s life or for our own.  We’ve got to stop hurrying along, and, in our haste, failing to see and hear what the Lord has to say to us! Do not grieve the Holy Spirit … allow Him to lead and guide you into all truth!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries 

www.godswordspoken.com
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God Bless, Saints! God is good and worthy to be praised continually! Give him the glory!

Arise





January 22nd 2008


God spoke to Joshua after the death of Moses and said, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan …” Joshua 1:2.  Saints, Joshua had to get up …  despite his grief, emotional pain and fear … gather up the Children of Israel and cross the River Jordan to claim the blessing God had provided for them.

You’ve been waiting on and trusting God for something.  Remember, God is actively working with us and positioning us for His blessings in this year, 2008.  To receive His blessing, you, too, are going to have to arise … move and cross over your personal River Jordan despite whatever is holding you back, whatever is hindering your movement and whatever is keeping you bound today. The Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

There is no condemnation, only a loving Father who is set to bless you if you will just arise. Saints, it is time for you step out of your comfort zone … let go and allow God to do what He desires to do in and through you. Too many of us are being held back by the lie that God won’t forgive us, that what we’ve done is just too awful, that we have committed some unpardonable sin. You’ve been beating yourself up for the choices and mistakes you’ve made!  God isn’t holding anything over you!  He’s not saying, “I am not going to move on your behalf because of what you have done.” You must not hold onto the sins of the past.  Instead, you need to trust that Christ Jesus has paid for all of our sins … all of them, not some of them.  You need to trust that there is nothing that was not covered with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  He sent Jesus to die for our past, present, and future sins. Everything is covered, but you must believe and not waver in your attempt to arise.

When we arise we are able to go, move out, accomplish, and do what we have been purposed to do. We can stand and do all things through Christ who gives us the strength. We must let go of what is holding us back.  Grief is a strong emotion and we must not allow ourselves to get caught up in it for too long.  God told Joshua to arise … to do what he had to do.  He did not tell Joshua to forget about or fail to grieve for Moses.  But he needed to arise, get up and get moving, in the midst of his pain, his hurt, and his grief so that he could accomplish what God had purposed for his life. Grief is a natural response to the loss of a loved one.  It is designed to help us filter our emotions effectively.  It is not, however, to be used as a crutch or a way to escape our need to move out to do what God has called us to do.  You and I have a purpose in God.  Maybe it isn’t as exciting and glamorous as you would like it to be.  But, even so, each of us has a God-given purpose … that alone makes our calling exciting.  

We must be in a position to spread the gospel of Christ Jesus, to tell someone of the love shown to all mankind on Calvary. We must be able to witness to and encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. God is good and worthy to be praised continually. God never told us the way was going to be easy, but He promised that through it all He would never leave nor forsake us. The Word of God says, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26. So if God has promised that He will never leave us and the Word says all things are possible to them that believe, you and I must exercise our belief today.  We must go beyond what we see or feel.  Our feelings should not be able to keep us from moving out into our purpose or destiny. Joshua heard God, and he did arise; he moved out in his purpose and destiny and the Children of Israel possessed the land God promised to them. God has promised you some things in your life … arise, move out, and possess. 

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Truly there is nothing too hard for God, and nothing God does not know about.

My Default



January 23rd  2008
Saints, God is so good He is worthy to be praised at all times. God is good, awesome, great, loving, faithful and, most importantly, He is God all by Himself. He can do all things but fail! He is able to heal, set-free, and deliver even the very people we believe can not possibly be helped.  God is able!  I know all these things from experience. I have experienced the goodness of God … His faithfulness and His loving-kindness. 

We know all this.  So what’s the problem?  We know that God is able to do all things but when we are faced with problems and situations beyond our control, we run to that man, woman, drug, or bottle. We get fearful, doubtful, and turn to run. We don’t always run in the direction of the Lord, but instead turn to our default state of mind. 

What do I mean when I talk about a default state of mind?  If you’re familiar with computer software … games or business applications … you know that you can often customize a program.  We can create shortcuts or turn on certain features we’d like to make use of on a regular basis.  Now when we click on the program’s options menu, we’ll often see the word ‘Default’ or see a phrase asking if we’d like to return to the ‘default’ status. This gives you the opportunity to turn off a feature you’ve selected and return the program back to the factory set default for that particular feature.  Okay, I want you to think about the way you were before you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  That was your default self.  Now, think about who you were back then; how did you react to stressful situations or occasions of temptation; what was your thinking like; what kind of ‘crutches’ did you need in order to deal with the “stuff” of life, and how did you behave, can you look back at your behavior with pride?  You’ve just taken a good look at your default way of living, your default state of mind.  We ALL have a default state of mind … not one child of God is exempt.  But once we accepted Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we were given the opportunity to become brand new people in the Holy Name of Jesus.  2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us, “… if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold new things have come.”  In Christ, we were freely given all kinds of ‘options’ for our new lives in Him.

The Word of God says, “… When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19. The Spirit of the Lord is with us continually; He will never leave nor forsake us.  But when we need Him the most, what do we do?  Quite often, we turn to our default state of mind. Why? Why do we turn to everyone and everything except God?  Through the Spirit of the Lord God we can have “… the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” Isaiah 61:3. All we have to do is lift up our eyes, open our mouths and hands to the Lord for He, and He alone, has what we seek and need. He can fill and supply all our needs. So, if we are hurting, fearful, under pressure, depressed, or experiencing any problems or issues all we have to do is turn to the Lord, for He will deliver us! So why don’t we?  Because so often, we are more used to reaching out to what satisfies the flesh and not the soul. We settle for momentary pleasure instead of the eternal truth found in God.   In our moments of anxiousness and fear, it is easier for us to turn to the default state of mind that was so comfortable for so long rather than exercise our ‘options’ in Christ Jesus.

Yes, I hear you!  Yes, it does sound so easy when people say, “Just turn to the Lord!”   But you’re saying, “You don’t understand … what about when you’re directly in the situation. How can I cope, I’m under so much pressure.  I’m scared and hurting and crying out while holding onto my pillow and quivering under the blanket?  What do you know?” You’re asking, “Have you ever felt lost and hopeless? Yeah?  Well, how did you handle it at the time? When you were in the middle of a stressful situation, did you just turn to God?” 

Let me tell you, my sister, my brother, “Yes, I did just turn to God!”  Sometimes it wasn’t so very easy … but that’s what I did!  God is all you need. Saints, all you have to do is call out the Name of the Lord.  The Word tell us, “… that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Isaiah 65:24.  Before you can get out the cry, moan, or groan God has already heard and is comforting you in the midst of the pain.  Saints, God knows what you are facing, He can see what you are going through.

Remember, nothing happens to you without God giving the okay. Why would God give the okay for pain and suffering? Because He knows that He has supplied you with all you will need to come out the victor. God knows that everything is working for your good.  All you have to do is start believing what He already knows and has shared with you through His Word.  Can you believe beyond what you see? Can you trust when it looks as if all hope is lost?  As David said, Can you look to the “… mountain from whence shall come your help?”  My brother, my sister, your help is on the horizon.  Saints, you must believe today that everything is working for your good. 

Sometimes we find the pain, distress, and depression we experience is so great it’s difficult to hold on but, Saints, I am a witness … joy does come in the morning.  Truly, you will be able to accomplish all God has planned for you if you believe and trust that God has not forgotten, forsaken, or forfeited any promise.  He is nearer than you think. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries 

www.godswordspoken.com
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Good Morning, Saints, God is all you need!

When They Don’t Believe



January 24th 2008
Have you ever shared your hopes, dreams, and aspirations with someone? Have you ever shared what God is doing and has promised to do in your life? How did that person react, what did they say? Many times God will speak to us but when we share what the Lord said to us with a friend, family member or loved one they may not understand it and, frankly, they may try to talk us out of what we know God said to us. 

The Lord told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? Who in their right mind would sacrifice their child? God would never tell someone to do such a thing! That’s probably what the people were saying as he set out to do what God had told him to do. What about Paul taking the gospel to the Gentiles? How could he take what was considered a sacred thing to a people who were known to be unclean? Saints, sometimes God will give us some instructions that just make no sense at all. We hear it and we receive it because we trust God.  But many of our friends and family will not be able to comprehend what we’re doing. Sometimes, even we don’t understand what we’re doing or why we’re doing it, but that’s what trust in the Lord is all about …  believing in, and obeying, the Most High God even though things appear to be illogical, impossible, and unbelievable!

The Word of God says, “Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” Psalms 37:5. Saints, Abraham and Paul had committed their way unto the Lord. They were convinced that God was able to provide all things and do all things. They did not doubt that God was able. They committed their lives to following after Him in all things … even those things they did not fully understand. Trust is not always about understanding, seeing, or comprehending.  It is, however, about moving in the Lord when you can’t see the road; believing in Him when it is hopeless to others; and holding on to your faith in Him when everyone else has given up.  Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith …” 2 Timothy 4:7. Paul kept the faith because he believed God. The Amplified Word says, “Abraham believed in and adhered to and trusted in and relied on God, and it was reckoned and placed to his account and credited as righteousness (as conformity to the divine will in purpose, thought, and action).” Galatians 3:6. Abraham believed God. God said it, and nothing was going to deter him for holding to and acting on the Word of God.

Saints, people are not always going to believe you when you say, “God said it.” “God told me” or “I believe God for this or that.” They may tease you, talk about you and maybe speak against you … anything to try to get you to agree that if you did, indeed, hear from God – you probably didn’t hear Him right.  They are looking at the situation, but they don’t understand the Word of God which says, “… we walk by faith and not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

Those of us who believe God walk by a different code, a code that is founded and grounded in God.  We have the Word of God as the source of our strength and the promises of God as our confidant. Saints, it’s not about proving anything to anybody.  All you have to do is hold to the truths of God for the Word says, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good.” Numbers 23:19.  Continue to believe that God will make it good!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries 
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Good Morning Saints! Truly we have not been forsaken!

Things Don’t Remain the Same

January 25th 2008
I have been praying, trusting, holding on and, truly, I have been very firm in my faith. I have been committed, consistent, and held onto the courage I know only God has given to me.  But things are still the same … nothing seems to have changed at all.  Yes, I am comforted, filled with peace, joy unspeakable, and love unconditional but I’m still waiting and nothing seems to have changed. I am still in need, as a matter of fact, my need is greater than before. I am still trying to see past the situation I’m facing. There just does not seem to be a break in the pressure. 

The Word of God says, “I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.” Psalms 40:1.  Saints, I am waiting, just like many of you.  How do we know for sure if God is going to move?  I know He said it and I know we are to believe and trust His Word.   But how are we supposed to really know without some sort of confirmation?  Do we need confirmation? Are we supposed to want confirmation? Is confirmation a sign that we do not trust God and what He has said? The enemy is so crafty and one of his tricks is to place seeds of doubt … the obvious, the sensible, and the logical … in our minds. But as Christians, we aren’t supposed to lean on the obvious, sensible or the logical because we are dealing with an awesome God.  God doesn’t answer to the world, nor does He move by the world’s standards. We keep forgetting that.  While others are clamoring for scientific, technological, and/or philosophical confirmations, all we believers should need for confirmation is our faith.

Saints, God will deliver us because we have continually served and waited upon him. The Word of God says, “… let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9. We know that everything has a season, even the things God has promised us in His Word and in prayer. Many times we’ll hear a word from the Lord in our quiet prayer time and, when we are in the moment, nothing is able to deter us from acting upon what we just heard.  Then is the perfect time … when we are so high in the Spirit … to move out with confidence, security, and assurance. 

But what happens when we ‘come down’ so to speak?  You know, when the lights are back on and we leave our place of solitude and worship and start doing some things around the house.  What about when we are not in the moment?  How do we hold onto what we heard? The enemy begins to plant seeds of doubt in our minds and we begin to question what we heard.  Was it true, maybe we heard it wrong; maybe it wasn’t God but what we wanted to hear?  At times like this, we tend to forget that the enemy is a liar.  When thoughts come to us that don’t align with the Word of God or the things of God, we must seek His guidance regarding them.  In 2 Corinthians 10:5 we are commanded to bring every thought into obedience to Christ.  Our very thoughts must be in obedience to Christ continually. That means we must watch what we allow to enter into our minds. The Word of God says, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: Psalms 139:23.

Saints, things don’t remain the same.  God has a plan and we must have faith that He knows what He is doing. The Children of Israel were in bondage for 430 years. Exodus 12:40. God heard their cry and planned something spectacular to deliver them from Egypt. God also has a spectacular plan of deliverance for you and me.  We just need to hold on and remember things do not remain the same. The blessing is here, just hold on and see the salvation of the Lord!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints! God is King!

The Stone



January 28th 2008
Satan often employs sophisticated strategies in his plans to discharge confusion, instill doubt, and bring on fear as quickly as the rain falls to the earth.  But sometimes, Saints, satan is more cunning than sophisticated and uses something as simple as a stone. The Word reminds us that his desire is, “to steal, kill, and to destroy God’s people.” John 10:10.  His methods of achieving his goal are many.

What does God want to do in our lives? God wants to instruct us … He wants to bring us to the knowledge of who He is and the truth about who has the power. The Word of God says that God has given us “… power, love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  We have the power but satan tries to convince us otherwise.  Saints you and I can stand firm for we are standing upon solid ground. Christ is our rock and the Lord of our salvation. 

Now let’s talk about stones.  Stones come in all sizes, shapes and colors.  They can be a simple yet, when used well, effective weapon.  When the enemy uses a stone, it is designed to take out one person … one vital person ... perhaps, the one person whose ministry affects many.  Satan doesn’t have to wage a battle against the multitude; he only has to take out the one person who holds it all together by the very hand of God.  Maybe it’s that one person whose prayers are as effectual and fervent as God desires.  Perhaps it’s the one person who is able to pray for their brothers and sisters with unconditional love.  It might be that person who lifts up the spirits of those feeling low through an encouraging word from the Word of God.  Or it might be that brother or sister who is dedicated, committed, and so grounded in the Lord that nothing is able to deter them, shut them up or keep them from doing and operating in the will of God.  Saints, you may be the one person with a ministry, calling, and anointing in your life that does or will affect many.  Perhaps, it’s your work for the Lord that will be the catalyst for souls being saved, people coming back to God, and a word of encouragement changing their very thought patterns and strengthening their faith. It may be you!

Satan’s stone has been so designed that it will come surging at you with a speed that can’t be clocked by any standard we have here on earth.  It’s one stone, but it has been specifically designed to come at you from every direction. There is no one point of assault; satan uses different ones at various times. The Word of God tells us to, “Above all, take the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” Ephesians 6:16.  Look at it … the Word says above all, take the shield of faith.  Why… because you and I are going to have to block some things from ever entering into our hearts and minds. We must have faith that what God said He will do … He’s going to do!

We must be aware of satan’s stone and stay alert.  The Word of God says we are to “Pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” Ephesians 6:18. We must be vigilant in our walk, faith, and trust in God.  If satan detects any weakness in our armor, he launches the stone. If satan smells fear, he launches the stone. If he senses doubt when we receive news contrary to what God has said unto us, he launches the stone.

Someone has received some news today and, because of it, may be having difficulty standing firm today. Someone is facing court hearings, separation, and/or financial problems.  You may be fearful, doubtful, and at your weakest point today but God has come to ask you, is there anything too hard for the Lord?  Can’t God heal, set free, and deliver you? Can’t God bring about a change that will leave you standing in awe? Don’t you think God can do what He said he would?  Can you stand firm in spite of what you see and feel? God is speaking to you and me, Saints!  It’s time to stop allowing what’s going on in the natural world from affecting our emotions in such a way that we can’t be effective in the Spiritual. 

We must walk by faith … the kind of faith God promised He will bring to pass … and not by sight.  And, Saints, we must not forget that we also need to use that faith to pray fervently for the person satan may be using.  We must pray to the Lord God to expel the demonic spirit working within them so that he or she may be set free and have their mind released from the control of satan.  It is not flesh and blood we are up against, “but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. We are up against spiritual wickedness and the Word of God says those who worship God must worship in spirit and in truth.

In spirit and in truth, the devil can do nothing but launch the stone; God is there and always will be to guard against the affects! “… It will not come nigh thee.” Psalms 91:7. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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Good Morning, Saints! God is Lord!

Crazy Things



January 29th 2008
Saints, in 2008 some things are going to happen that will try our very faith, trust, and what we believe God is doing in our lives.  2008 is a year in which the enemy has turned up the heat and launched a battle plan that would seem like it could destroy us all. 2008 is the year for New Beginnings. 

God wants to abundantly bless His children in this year and satan knows it. So he has launched a battle plan specifically for this year to see if we, the chosen, will stand firm. God has sent this word before, but I get the feeling He is going send this message to us as many times as He feels we need to hear it throughout the year.

Our brothers and sisters are struggling with things that are hurting, confusing, and causing many of them to waver in their faith. The Word of God says, “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;).” Hebrews 10:23. We must stand firm to see the salvation of the Lord. Saints, God is faithful!  He has made promises to you; you must stand firm in order to receive.  They are there, on the horizon, set to be distributed to each of us, but we must be in position to receive. Abraham and Sarah had to be in position to receive the blessing of Isaac. Their faith had to be strengthened through various situations.  Through all the situations, God showed them He was faithful and able to do what He had promised. God is showing us that, in spite of the crazy things happening in our lives today, He is nearer than we think. You may be saying, “Well, I don’t feel him.”  But it’s not necessary for you to feel Him, just believe Him.  Remember, God does not operate in feelings but in truth. You don’t need to be moved by emotion, emotions only last for a short time.  Emotions change with the situation. The Word of God says, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Hebrews 13:8. 

God doesn’t change, situations do.  More than ever before, satan is using God’s people to show out behaviors, attitudes, and actions that are against truth and contrary to the Word of God.  Satan has launched his strategic battle plan for 2008. The goal remains the same … to kill, steal and destroy … but his battle plan certainly seems to have gained momentum. God’s people are concerned, fearful, and doubtful.  We smile on the outside, but many of us have given in on the inside.  We’re concerned because of what we see and fearful about how much we’re going through. Is God really there?  What if all this is a lie and we have no recourse but to give in?  Where is our captain, where is our triumphant warrior? The Word of God says, “… [Joshua] lifted up his eyes and saw a man standing over against him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua asked; art thou for us, or for our adversaries? The man answered and said; nay, but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come.”  Joshua 5:13-14 Saints, at this moment, there are swords drawn on your behalf!  The captain (Jesus) has come. God has not forgotten nor has He forsaken His children.   Blessings come, Saints, and so do attacks.  Sometimes it seems as if we hardly have a moment to recuperate before the next thing happens and, once again, we are faced with a situation.  “Oh God,” you say, “Where are you, has satan won? Is there no hope for your children?”  Our hope must be built on nothing less than Jesus!

Saints, this is the mind-set satan wants for us to have … constantly questioning and filled with confusion. The Word of God says that “… God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 1 Corinthians 14:33.  God is not about confusion so when it comes upon you know this – hold onto the truth contained in the Word of God and remember what He has personally promised to you. That is your weapon … the weapon of truth will always prevail!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministries
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I Believe the Lie




January 30th 2008
I used to wonder why I kept falling into the same old trap the enemy uses on all of us.  Then, I realized that the reason I kept falling into the same trap was that my flesh agreed with the thoughts he placed in my head. My flesh was used to certain things, was used to behaving any way it chose to behave. The flesh, Saints, is in accord with the world’s system because that is what it is used to and has come to depend on.

When I am ready, fully persuaded, and feeling unmoved because I’m strong in the truth of the Word of God, that’s when he (the enemy) comes along and says, “Did God really mean what you think you heard?”  I’ll usually just rebuke that thought and go about my day.  But before you know it, here comes another thought, “Maybe God didn’t mean what He said and you’re going about this trust thing all wrong, or maybe God isn’t really going to do that for you because you were not all that good today?” I keep falling for the lie, why? The Word of God says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.  I am walking according to my flesh. That is, I am allowing my flesh to dictate things to me that are contrary to what my spirit man has come to believe and trust. 

We are so used to believing and trusting a certain way that when we begin to apply the truth of the Word of God, our flesh will counter it with what it knows.  If we are told that something can’t happen, we tend to take it at face value and move on to something else. If the judge rules against us on a case we were expecting to win, we figure it’s over and there is nothing we can do. If something looks as if it’s not going to happen, we give up and “throw in the towel.”  We worry, fear, and doubt when things begin to look, feel, and sound contrary to what God has promised.  See, we move and operate by societal dictates, by what we know from experience and by what we feel, hear, and see. You know the saying, “If it walks like a duck, quacks like a duck, looks like a duck, it must be a duck.”  The Word of God says, “… Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16. We must walk in the Spirit at all times and give no quarter to our flesh and the thoughts that keep us from living and operating in the power of God. As believers we know that we are to walk by faith and not by sight. What we see can change with the weather; what we feel can change with the hour; and what we hear is designed to distract, discourage, and cause disillusionment. What the enemy uses is deceit, lies, and half truths to keep us from standing firm on what we know and believe. 

We need to believe beyond what we can see, but sometimes the thoughts come so quickly that before we know it we’re trying to rationalize what God has said to us. God often reminds me about Abraham and sometimes I think, “I know all I need to know about my brother Abraham and how he was promised a son and believed the Word of the Lord.”  But, when the Lord took me back to Genesis today and I read, once more, His promise to give Abraham a son, Genesis 17:19, He asked me, “When was the promise made manifest?”  The promise was given, but it did not come to pass for many years.

Abraham believed God, but time is something the enemy will use to plant the seeds of doubt regarding what we hear from the Lord. Time and a lack of commitment to the Word and things of God can cause us to falter and waver in our ability to continue to trust in what the Lord said.  Did God really say what we think He said, or did we misunderstand Him?  Time brings doubt and doubt will sometimes lead us to make decisions to satisfy our flesh and ego.  That’s what Sarah did.  She was barren and wanted a child.  But she couldn’t see past what she wanted and decided Abraham should give her one through their servant, Hagar.  Saints, the promise was given in chapter 17 and confirmed in chapter 18.  The promise didn’t change.  God had spoken and was going to bring it to pass in His time.  The problem is we get discouraged when things don’t seem to be going in the direction of the promise.   Sometimes things seem to be going in the opposite direction and the situation begins to look quite hopeless.  Sarah did not wait for the promise.  When things began to look hopeless to her, she decided to move things along because, in her mind, she reasoned it was too late. She took things into her own hands and moved according to her flesh and her lust for a son. Satan uses time to his advantage to distract, discourage, and cause disillusionment. 

God wanted to show Abraham some things about trust. Yes, Abraham believed the Word of the Lord, and he trusted what God had promised to him. But trust is not just hearing from God and standing firm for that moment.  Trust is strengthened, fortified, and grounded by the circumstances in which we find ourselves.  It is tried and tested and, in time, as the Word of God says, “… let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” James 1:4.  Abraham’s seed was promised more than what Abraham was being promised. The heritage, the chosen people were in the loins of Abraham through his son Isaac.  God was preparing Abraham to receive something greater, to be a part of something everlasting.  This took unwavering trust, faith, and belief!

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.
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Good morning Saints! God loves you!

Our Meeting Place



January 31st 2008


Nothing else matters today.  I am meeting my love, my Lord, my God, my everything tonight in our secret place. I am not going to allow anyone or anything to deter me from getting to my destination. I have a meeting tonight with God and we are going to talk, hug, cry, and hold each other. Oh, yes!  I hold onto my God, I tell Him all about what I faced throughout my day, I share my fears with Him, my joy and my disappointments. I cry out to Him and He comforts me on the inside, the place where no man can touch or reach. I extend all and God beckons to me with an out-stretched hand. I am in love, I can not stop thinking about my God and how awesome He is to me. Nothing else matters … not the co-workers who talk about me;  not the friends who condemn me, not those who are deceitful; and not even those I thought loved but who, instead, chose to walk away. I am filled with joy unspeakable!  The world never gave me such joy – instead it came from knowing God and trusting in His promises for my life. It came through being obedient and believing that all things are possible to them that believe. LORD you are my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? LORD you are the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalms 27:1. 

Nothing can keep me from you and I have total access to you because of my faith. My faith ignites your hand to move on my behalf, to activate in me the power and authority, you have freely given. Oh God, I keep thinking about our time together … the time we share in prayer and worship. I worship you in my spirit, because my flesh wants to sleep, lie around, be lazy and do what it wants. I do not walk after the flesh, Lord, doing those things which are displeasing in your sight and un-profitable to my soul. Instead I walk after the Spirit to do those things which are profitable to me and bring you glory.  I am reminded; there is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit; Romans 8:1. 

There is no condemnation Lord! I am free in you. Our time together brings joy, peace, love, comfort, and security. You are my God and you deserve my praise. You move upon me and speak to me with your soft voice. I think of those moments – my darkest moments – you were right there to lovingly stroke my face.  Oh, how wonderfully you remind me of your love for me and how patiently you remind me that everything’s going to be okay because the things in my life are all working for my good. Working that I may be blessed to bless others; working so I don’t have to fret over those things which seem difficult – I walk by faith and not by sight. I magnify you, Oh Lord, my God; you are my joy, my strength, my reason for getting through the day. 

My moment with you, Lord, is everlasting. I dearly hold onto them because, when the enemy strikes, I can counter him with your Word.  Your Word is sharper than any two-edged sword; your Word goes forth and accomplishes. You have given me much and require so little from me. What can I do for you my Lord, how can I give unto thee?

My obedience to your Word is all you ask. Still my heart Lord, for I am overwhelmed with issues in my life. Kids, house, bills, job, and ministry obligations … all of which are a blessing … but sometimes, Lord, I see them as a burden. I look at all that needs to be done and the load seems so heavy.  But, Lord, I find that even before I get to our place – to our special meeting place – you remind me that you are carrying my load. 

Your Word tells me that the “battle is not mine but, instead, belongs to you.” 2 Chronicles 20:15.  I never meditated on that Word Lord … the battle belongs to you. That means I have no business trying to fight, figure out, lay claim, or exert any energy on battles to which you lay claim.  The battles we face on a daily basis are not even ours to fight. Awesome! God you are so faithful, “your mercy endures forever.” Psalms 118:29.  Oh God, I think of our time together, for what you said and the instruction and encouragement you gave to me. I am reminded that you are greater than what I face each day, more powerful than anything the enemy can throw my way. “You are my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Psalms 18:2. You are my love!

I desire to bask in your glory at all times. You have equipped me to stand and be still. I know that you are my God who goes before me and who will never leave my side. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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