Good Morning Saints! God is awesome and it is on the horizon!

Trust, Delight, Commit



February 1st, 2008
The Word of God in Psalms 37: 3-6 gives us a mandate to trust in the Lord, to delight in Him, and to commit our ways unto Him and it tells us that those who do these things will be continually blessed.   

Saints, we get so caught up in what, where, when, and why that we fail to hold onto the truth that our blessing is going to happen, it shall come to pass, and it is of a certainty that nothing is able to stop it. Our God is awesome, powerful, and mightier than anyone or anything. We must put our trust in Him so that we are able to stand against all the wiles of the enemy. We are our own cheerleader squad, our own praise and worship team, and our own encouragement team. If you have the Word of God in you, you can be assured that you are not on the team alone, and you don’t need a whole lot of members – you only need one, and that is the Lord!  Hold to His truths and see the salvation of the Lord fall upon your life abundantly! 

Psalms 37: 3 says, “Trust in the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.”  Saints God will provide for you. You don’t have to worry or fret, just trust in God and do well – that is follow after His statues and commandments. Write them on the tablet of your heart by meditating and applying them to your life.  “The Word of God is quick and powerful; it is sharper than any two-edged sword …” Hebrews 4:12.  I remind you, once again, that you must trust beyond what you see, hear, and feel.  It is going to come to pass for the Word says, “No weapon formed against you shall be able to prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn …” Isaiah 54:17. 
Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”  I don’t know about you, but the only desire I can ever think of when asked by God is this, “To operate in the power of God that I may be a blessing to my sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, that God would enlarge my territory to be a blessing”! This is my desire for I know everything else will sure to follow. You must delight thyself in the Lord. Stop going around with a defeated look! You have power and sometimes we, as believers, do not apply the truth of who we are in God. We can not even acknowledge who our Father is.  God is Lord, King, and Father to us.  He supplies and provides everything for us, for the earth is His and the fullness thereof. We have a God that is able to do all things but we get caught up in what we see and what others tell us we can not possibly have. But the Word of God says, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32. God is set to give us all things. Paul said, “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.” 1 Corinthians 6:12. All things may not be aligned with the Word of God for your life and that is where you must make the distinction! 
Psalms 37:5 says, “Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass.” Saints, you must commit your entire self to the Lord and trust in Him for all things. Commit your attitude and that behavior of you know is not of God.  Commit your body, mind and spirit to the Lord. If you will totally commit those things that you have placed before Him, God is able to keep you.  That drug, drink, man, woman, those negative actions that are so characteristic  of your behavior … commit all of it to God and the Word says, God will bring it to pass.  God will give you the strength, healing, freedom, and the deliverance you need. Commit your ways to the Lord, trust in God and delight yourself in the Lord and the things of the Lord.  God is going to bless you abundantly and it is not about when, what, where, and how … it is about truth. The truth is that it will come to pass and it does not matter when, where, what, or how because you have committed all to God!
Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Give God all the praise!

“The Work”





February 4th, 2008
Is ministry work? Is doing what God has called you to do work? I was thinking about this today because many times I reply or suggest that I am doing a work, a work that God has given me to do. I never really thought about it being actual work or not, physical hands down work. My ministry work? The word of the Lord says; “Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto thy works”; Psalms 86:8. 

Saints, a work is something to be praised and honored for it is given to us of the Lord. To do ministerial work is to lay a foundation of vision, not just any vision but one given specifically to each of us by God. When we are called to preach the word of God, to teach the word, or to evangelize we are given a vision of how to do this. The vision is our blueprint and how we accomplish and carry out the vision is through our subsequent works. Our works being the result of the vision God has given. God worked a work when he created heaven, earth, and man. He did something none of us can fully comprehend. He worked a marvelous work for there is nothing that has been done that can compare to his craftsmanship. When we are called to work the work we have been given of the Lord, what is presently inside of us we do it with a mindset that it is not work as we know it, but the “will” of God manifesting outwardly to be a blessing to others. 

The work is our foundational component that will be evident in people the things we create and develop, and the identifiable change in our walk. When we do a work it is a testament to our Father in heaven that he is God, for we would not have been able to accomplish such a work without him on our side. The word reminds us that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, Psalms 24:1, everything belongs to God hence is accessible by us through him. 

I have prayed for many years for God to enlarge my opportunity to be a blessing, to bless me indeed that I may be a blessing to others. Yes, the prayer of Jabez shaped to my desire to work a work worthy of my calling of the Lord. 1 Chronicles 4:10 says; “And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!” And God granted him that which he requested”. Saints Jabez sought God that he may do a work; I too sought God that I may do a work for him. I wanted my territory enlarged that I may move out and do all God has called me to do. See, the work is not your own but it belongs to the Lord, you have been chosen of God to carry out his “will” not your own. Each of us must get to the place Jesus was and submit our “wills” to do only the “will” of God. Jesus said; “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done”; Luke 22:42. Saints, Jesus did an awesome work but the work was not for him for he died for our sins that we may be restored back unto God our Father, Creator, and Love.

The work we do is not for own pleasure but to build up, encourage, empower, and influence the body of Christ. Your flesh may want the cup to be taken away, but your spirit desires to do the work of the Lord. We must face this very issue when it arises in our lives and be able to say; Father not my “will” but thine “will” be done. The work is your ability to do the extraordinary, the impossible, the un-believable, and the un-attainable! The work is the visible change, it is the new direction, and it is souls being won, lives being changed, and people from all over being influenced by the very word of God! 

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is awesome give him praised for all he has done!

“Voice Prominent”                                                                  February 5th, 2008

Saints, are you the type of person that loves to get advice? You may feel most confident when you have spoken to a couple of people about what you may want to do or feel you have to do? Maybe you have a situation and you need someone to talk to so you go to that person and then to another and then another. Some people have difficulties making decisions they are unable to make a decision on their own without first going to person after person. Unfortunately they may be under the delusion, that since the person professes to be saved they must know what they are talking about. The word of God says; Let your Yes be simply Yes, and your No be simply No; anything more than that comes from the evil one; Matthew 5:37 (Amp).

Saints you should not make any decision based on another person’s suggestions or the way they would do something, unless of course God himself has led you to them. Why do we have trouble believing what God has said to us? Why do we trust in man and fail to put total trust in God? The word of the Lord says; the simpleton believes every word he hears, but the prudent man looks and considers well where he is going; Proverbs 14:15 (Amp). Saints, if you have been given a word from the Lord why are you waiting for confirmation from man? If God spoke to you and you have searched his word (the bible) then what other form of information or confirmation do you need? We lack confidence and faith in ourselves when we constantly need confirmation before we can make a decision. God’s voice should be prominent and man’s secondary. God is Lord and he has our best interest at heart, he knows what we need, and where should be headed according to the purpose and plan he has for our life. The word of God says; “and we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”; Romans 8:28. God said; “I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end”; Jeremiah 29:11. If God knows the thoughts he has toward us then every decision should be sought at his holy throne. 

God’s thoughts are continually upon his children, if our thoughts were continually upon God we would not need man to help us make decisions that God himself has already given direction on. God is Lord and there is none else, God is King and there is no other King able to stand in the midst of his presence. God is the great I am it is he who created us and knows us best! Let us give God the glory and the honor for what he is able to do and not get caught up in what others are saying pertaining to our lives. Exodus Chapter 13 outlines best the issues with believing men whom have no faith and are not in relationship with God. The Lord told Moses to send out men to search out the land of Canaan which was promised to the children of Israel. Moses sent out twelve men all heads of the children of Israel, of those twelve only two came back with a positive report of the Land. Now, Saints, these men where heads of the children of Israel they knew the law and should have been grounded in their faith in God. They were leaders and the expectation was that they of all people should have trusted and believed the word of the Lord! How many times do we seek the guidance of those who may be leaders only to have them lead us astray for their lack of trust, faith, and belief? Saints, sometimes when we seek the advice of man, we do not take into consideration they may have an inconsistent view, of the very word of God, and subsequently to that which God has spoken to your spirit. The two spies who came back with a positive report had a heart to do the “will” of the Lord and the outward identification of that was their belief in what God had promised to them as children of Israel. They believed God and trusted what he had promised and what he was able to do. The other ten brought back an evil report for they lacked the faith it took to see what God had promised and was able to do. When the voice of God is not prominent in your life, you may lack the faith and belief it takes to move out on what God has promised in your life. Because of their unbelief they stirred up the people and caused them to fret and not have faith in the God who had brought them up out of Egypt. Saints, nobody knows what God has done for you, nobody can attest to the blessings upon your life that only God has done. Nobody knows what you and God know about you. Stop listening to man and begin to trust God and what he has said unto you. The word of God is true from the beginning: and every one of his righteous judgments endures for ever; Psalms 119:160. God’s word is the only word that is true!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOW Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! My God is great and greatly to be praised!

“Feeling Good”                                                                       February 6th, 2008

I woke and gave God my first fruits of the day! I praised his name, I prayed and magnified him while I got ready to head out and start the day! It felt good, I felt good. I felt as if I could do anything, accomplish all things and go anywhere for I was grounded in the fact that God was with me and nothing was able to separate us this day. Oh, blessed and merciful father I am in your loving and caring arms! 

I got in the car and begin to drive to work, the radio is on my favorite station and my favorite gospel song is blasting! Oh God this is going to be a great day with you by my side. Nothing is going to change my attitude nor will anything or anyone deter me from trusting God today. A car just pulled in front of me almost causing me to swerve into the other lane! Thank you Jesus for traveling mercies! Okay, never mind, to God be the glory, I’ll just say a little prayer for him and keep getting up. I get to work and as I begin to pull into a parking spot someone comes from the opposite end and pulls in nearly hitting my car. Okay, praise God it’s alright it’s just a parking spot nothing to get upset about….

I am stressing a little but God is good, I just give it to him and keep on getting up. I arrive to my desk sit down and log onto my computer. Twelve new emails plus six different report requests, its going to be a busy day but no matter God is with me so I begin to put things in order of priority and set out to do a job I know I am able to do well. My director comes in; she looks as if she had a bad start to her day. She strolls pass doesn’t speak but asks me to do something that is needed for a 9am meeting. Okay, no stress I put everything away and begin to work on her request. Just then my co-worker comes in and I greet her with a good morning but before I can get the words out of my mouth she says; “there is nothing good about this morning or about this day”. She sits at her desk looks at me with a look that could kill, and acts as if the world has just waged a war personally against her. I smile and say; “God Bless you”. She ignores me turns on her radio to one of the secular stations and turns up the volume and says something derogative under her breath. Okay, one of those days but I’m feeling good nothing is going to penetrate me today. Just then my director comes back to my desk asking for the report she had just requested. I politely tell her it’s not done. She goes on to say how I’m never on time with anything and my performance has been lacking. She further tells me that I seem disengaged and I need to get it together. My evaluation is coming up she reminds me. 

People will challenge you, your days can start off so positive and if your not careful end up so negative. Who has the control over you? Are you in control or are you allowing people to control your actions? I could have given control to my director by allowing what she said to bother me and to force me to act in a way that would have been contrary to my belief and my commitment to doing things God’s way. I could have gotten upset but would my work have gotten done effectively? I choose to give it to the Lord who woke me, blessed me, kept me on my way to work and never left my side. I could have given control to my co-worker who deliberately turned up her music and cursed me for no reason, but I choose to keep control keep the power God had given to me. I choose to put my attitude, behavior, and actins under subjection to God’s “will”. I choose to stay focused on the one person I knew loved me, cared, for me, and could bring favor even in the midst of a situation that seemed hopeless. “God has not given me the spirit of fear but of power love and a sound mind”; 2 Timothy 1:7. Saints, we must remember the word of God which reminds us; “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places”; Ephesians 6:12. 

See, it was not about the man who cut me off, the one who took a parking spot from me, or my director coming in with an attitude, or my co-worker trying to project her issues upon me. It is however, about my remaining still in the presence of God, my holding on to his word and the comfort of his Spirit. It is about my ability to transform my mind by mediating on the very word of God, so that I react as Christ would react, I speak only those things that would edify my God who art in heaven, that I remain true to my faith and commitment to doing things according to the ways of God and not what man expects me to do according to worldly standards! Salvation belongs to the Lord, not man and the word of God says; “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalms 27:1. I don’t fear you, nor, your bark for your bark is nothing compared to my, God’s bite…. Be Strong in the Lord and in the Power of his Might!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOW Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! The Lord is most powerful give him glory!

“I Will Fall”                                                                February 7th, 2008

As I thought about the various challenges we each face as children of the highest God. It was quite apparent that we do fall at times but the word of God says; “for a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again, but the wicked shall fall into mischief”; Proverbs 24:16. Saints, we may fall but we will always recover! 

We are faced with diver temptations but we have a way out of all of them for the word of God says; “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it;” 1 Corinthians 10:13. God has already made a way of escape, it is not as hopeless as it would seem. Saints, you must remain encouraged even when you fall. The word of God says; “be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:” Ephesians 4:26. Do not give place to the enemy for he is an accuser of the Saints. His only desire is to see you suffer for what God has promised to forgive you of, if you confess your sin the word of God says he is faithful to forgive you of it. We are not utterly cast out when things come at us and we miss the mark. God has promised; “though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand”; Psalms 37:24. We can and should get back up and move out in faith as we are commanded to do of the Lord. Always remember, that God is upholding us and keeping us that when we fall we are not down long nor is it over. It is our faith which promotes, elevates, and enables us to do all things in Christ. Just because you may have fallen please know and be comforted today you are not cast out nor is it over for you. God has promised never to leave nor forsake you. There are no conditions placed on the love God has toward each of us. His love is unconditional and eternal.

All of us at one point or another have missed the mark on several occasions. God is speaking to us today; it is not over you have the power to get up and keep on moving. “The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down;” Psalms 145:14. Saints, even though you may fall, we know that God is upholding us, but even more essential he is comforting and strengthening us that we are able to get up move on, and keep the faith. We do fall down, we are going to be challenged and pushed beyond measure but God is able and worthy to be praised for all he is able to do in us. You may feel heavy, your soul sorrowful but remember what our Savior Jesus Christ did, Jesus said; “my soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death”; Mark 14:34. Jesus was about to go to the cross for us, but not before he was beaten, persecuted, mocked, wiped, and falsely accursed by his brethren. Saints, what he did is what we should all do when we are faced with such heaviness in our souls and that is to go to our Father and pray. Prayer changes things but not before it changes us through strengthening us in the word of God; and in the knowledge that God can and will give us the power to get up and continue to do what he has called each of us to do. Seek God for all things even the emotional, psychological, and mental challenges we face each day. God is able to release, restore, and recompense. There is truly nothing to hard for the Lord. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOW Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! To God Be The Glory!

“My Personal Access”





February 11th, 2008
You and I, have access to everything in this world for everything belongs to God. The word reminds us, comforts us, and strengthens us with these words; “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof”. Everything in this world belongs to your Father in heaven! How awesome is that? How comforting and secure to know that you and I really do not want for nothing. Psalms 24:1. 

I use to get so frustrated with life because I felt it was so unfair. I could never get what I thought I wanted or believed that I needed. There was always some sort of hindrance in my way. When people told me I could not have this or that, or my credit was too bad to get a decent loan, a house, a car, or even a credit card. I thought to myself; “I will never be able to get the finer things in life”. Saints, I have since learned that the finer things in life are found in my submitting to the “will” of God for my life. See, God gives abundantly to his children, for he knows what we truly need and not what our flesh desires to have. We fail to acknowledge the fullness of the scripture Psalms 24:1. We only read the first part but the whole scripture is essential to the strengthening of our faith. The end of the scripture reads; “and they that dwell therein”. Everything belongs to God as well as everyone. God has a way of moving on our behalf even when someone says no. 

The earth is the Lord’s, he is able to give, restore, and present to you the finer things for all things that come from God are only the best. How do we get to a place of confidence and strength in God? The strength to stand beyond what we see and what people are suggesting, we keep his word close, the truth that all things belong to us and are accessible to us by the grace and mercy of God. God is able and just he desires to see his children blessed, in abundance and happy. 

I have access to all things; my proclamation is that I can do all things through Christ which gives me the strength! What we have to keep in mind is the word of the Lord spoken by our brother Paul; “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not”; 1 Corinthians 10:23. All things belong to God and hence to us his children, but Saints all things do not edify the body or you. In 1 Corinthians 6:13 the word of the Lord spoken through Paul also says; “but I will not be brought under the power of any”. We do get caught up in material things forgetting that they are beautiful indeed but they are only temporal. As children of God our first concern should be working to obtain those things which are eternal. Do not get caught up in the “prosperity message”, the message that money is yours and everything you claim can be yours. Only God knows what is best for us. Every one is not going to be rich financially, for frankly having an abundance of money doesn’t mean a thing if God is not with you. You must know that you are rich without the monetary element in place. You are blessed and highly favored without the big house, care, or fancy clothes. See, we spend too much time on worldly materials and not enough time appreciating what we do have. How God has blessed us tremendously and it has nothing to do with material things but all to do with the spiritual things. We you have material things in this life? Sure, but what really matters to you, the house, car, money, or your soul? The word of God says; “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”; Philippians 2:12. 

Can you 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOW Ministries

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God has given us so much, and asks for only one thing in return … our faithfulness.

Much







February 12th, 2008
Saints, the Word of God says, “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required …” Luke 12:48.  Saints, God gives us a great deal, but what is required of us? 

We are servants of the most high, and our delight should be in doing the things of the Lord. Saints, we serve God and the things of God. Much is required of us because, as the Word of God says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Matthew 9:37. Jesus asked that we pray to the Lord of the harvest that He would send forth laborers. True laborers are those who mind the things of God and are in the fields laboring to do the work of the Lord.  Most often they do not have the fancy cars, big homes, and fat bank accounts. Their delight and desire is to truly do what God has called them to do. Can you have worldly things and still have a heart for the things of God?  That is a question that can only be answered by those who can answer honestly and faithfully. It is a question of distinction and personalization.

No one knows the heart of a man save God. Saints, everyone wants to do something in the Kingdom of God. Many for their own selfish reasons, but others truly desire to do the will of the Lord. We see the glitz and glamour of those who are supposed to be working for the Lord but, quite often, God is no where in the midst. They are operating out of the flesh and the Spirit of the Lord is not there. The Word of the Lord calls them “workers of iniquity” and at judgment God will profess “He never knew them.” Matthew 7:23. They sing songs and preach about the Lord, they use the name of Jesus but have no relationship with Him of their own. The Word of God says they “[Have] a form of godliness, but [deny] the power thereof …” 2 Timothy 3:5.  That verse continues, Saints, and tells us we are to “turn away from such” people.  It is time we stopped being fooled by people claiming to know God and who claim to be about the Lord’s work.  Stop looking at what they have and understand that God is not about raising people up to edify themselves; He is about raising up laborers to be a blessing to many.  Only you and God know if you truly have a heart to do the Lord’s work.

We often complain that to do His will is so hard and so unfair.  But, Saints, to walk with the Lord pretty much guarantees that the journey will not be fair, will not be easy and will not be simple.  It will be challenging and help you plumb the depths of your entire being … body, mind, and spirit.  As you faithfully journey with the Lord, you will find spiritual fulfillment, you will come to better know Jesus as your relationship grows, and you will be able to see more clearly who you are in His eyes.   If we want to be more Christ-like, then we need to keep our mind’s eye on the journey Jesus made with His Father.  Nothing about His complete dedication to do the will of His Father and travel the road laid before Him was easy.  It was most definitely hard and, in terms of what He had to endure at the hands of mankind, patently unfair.  But the hardships of His journey, like the hardships endured on ours, were punctuated by moments of peace, experiences of spiritual enlightenment and emotional enrichment, accompanied by the love and friendship of His followers.  No His disciples weren’t perfect … after all they were only human … but they were truly valued.  We need to remember to love and value those who also journey with the Lord and share our victories and our frustrations. 

Remember this, Saints, and “Be not deceived; God is not a [to] be mocked: for whatever you sow, you shall also reap.”  Galatians 6:7   We cannot hide anything that will not be ultimately uncovered by the Lord God Jehovah!  We may want the power, but are we willing to serve and do what we must in order to receive and operate in such power? God is willing to provide, strengthen, and uphold us in all we do for the Kingdom, but we, Saints, must be willing to do something as well. We must be willing to go through the fire, walk the rugged road, get wet in the storm, and meet the challenges head-on. We must stand firm and be confident that we are not standing alone. We may be walking, but God is leading.  We may get tired of standing, but we need to remember that there are times when God is carrying us. God has not forgotten our labor.  The Word of the Living God says, “Labor not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.” Proverbs 23:4. Saints, the labor is not about any kind of gain other than to win souls for Christ. The labor is doing what God has called us to do in faithfulness and love. 

God gives much but only to those willing to go through the storm and remain faithful. The Word of God is true, and it is the foundation we need to do all in God. Never cease from prayer … it is necessary communication with Almighty God. It gives us the strength to carry on and to succeed in what is in front of us today. There is much to do before our Lord and Savior comes back.  There is a lot of work to be done, and your heart needs to be set on doing the work … not on receiving worldly goods and/or power.  The work is what encourages, provides for, and blesses us … not the riches, not the power, they only last for a moment. Jesus said, “In my father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” John 14:2.  Our riches are laid up for us in heaven … not necessarily here on earth. So in the name of Jesus, do not get caught up in what you have and what you don’t have. God said, “I will supply all your needs.” Just be committed to God and have a heart to do the work.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is with you, lean on Him and Him alone.

The Onslaught





February 13th, 2008
Yes, it is coming upon you as fast as a hard rain falls from the sky. It is covering you like snow covers the land. It’s just one thing after another, but God is with you to deliver you. Paul said, “Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.” 2 Corinthians 11:25. Truly, he felt the onslaught. 

Saints, who gives the victory? The Word of God says, “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted in me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.” Psalms 42:5. If your hope is in God, nothing else matters. This same scripture is found in other places – Psalms 42:11 and Psalms 43:5. Saints, this is such an essential scripture!  It gives us the confidence we need when we look at the realities of our spiritual journey and are able to declare “Yes!” I am going to go through some things. “Yes!” I am going to feel oppressed and depressed.  This is our reality. 

[And, Saints, let me interject something here.  You may not have thought this aspect of life before.  I declare to you that everyone will go through some things.  Everyone will suffer physically, emotionally and spiritually at one time or another, to one extent or another.  Everyone will feel oppressed and depressed during the course of their lives.  And everyone will have times when they feel hopeless.  But here’s the difference.  We who are believers have Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and we have His full protection.  We who willingly (even though it is often with some trepidation) “take up His cross and follow Him” will be victorious because the Lord, our God, is with us every step along the way.  We will emerge from our trials and tribulations much stronger in spirit and in truth; we will be enriched by love of God and our fellow journeyers, and ready to be warriors of the Lord.  The non-believer has no such protection, no such assurance. ]

Many times we will find ourselves in situations we believe are too difficult for us to deal with.  Things may come upon us like a flood but the Word of the Lord says, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.” Isaiah 59:19.  Saints, when it comes upon you as if you were in a heavy rain storm with no umbrella do not fret or become fearful for God will make you the victor if you will only trust Him. Even though we find ourselves experiencing these various situations we must know that our hope is in God as we praise Him through the pain, discontent, and oppression. 

We often fail to exercise our faith … faith is our weapon of mass destruction.  Faith is the only weapon that can not possibly be defeated. Faith is the key to our coming out as the victor. The Word of God says, “For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me.” Psalms 44:6.  Our hope and trust must be in the Lord … only God can save us. We are not to be afraid of any weapon formed against us. When people tell us “It’s not going to work” because of what it looks like, we are to extend our hands and our spirits and lean on our faith for the Word of God assures us that God is faithful.

Saints, I know it can be difficult, it can feel so very hard. Right now you may be hurting so badly that you feel as though you’re not going to make it.  You may be like me and don’t even understand why it’s happening to you in the first place.  (I hear in my spirit that someone is experiencing the loss of those who you thought were your friends.  Fret not because the Word of God says, “… there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24). You may even question why people are treating you badly, or why you find yourself in situations where everything seems to be set-up against you. Know today that the Lord did not promise it was going to be easy or without troubles or trials. He did, however, bring comfort and confidence to our very souls when He proclaimed that He would never to leave nor forsake us. If God is for you then, really, who can be against you? If God said He will deliver you, who can possibly take you out? If God said He will bring it to pass, who is powerful enough to do the contrary? We must be “strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.” Ephesians 6:10. There is no hope in anything other than God.  So why do we fail to put our faith in God and completely trust in Him. 

Yes, you may be feeling down right now but, as the Lord lives, “… weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalms 30:5   Saints, look at it this way … your entire military force and preparedness is found in God.  I know you get down and may feel oppressed, but God is working things out for you!  God is by your side! God is going to bless you in the midst of your trouble!  Don’t’ give up, because God is in control!  You may feel like no one has control and that all the rules have gone out the door but, Saints, remember that our God is not bound by earthly laws and boundaries. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Psalms 24:1.  You and I belong to God and He will not allow anything to come our way unless He has a plan for it to benefit, profit, and bless us! Do not allow your soul to be cast down.   God loves you and there is nothing that is able to separate us from the love of God that is founded, grounded, and grafted in Christ Jesus!

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! I am encouraged for God is with me!

My Distress





February 14th, 2008
The Word of God says, “For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth.” Psalms 71:5. God is our hope, but what happens when we suffer and our mindset does not immediately center on our trust in God? The Word of God says, “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;” 1 Peter 4:1. You and I are going to suffer, but what will our mindset be throughout the suffering?

Saints, our mindset has to be grounded and fortified in the Lord. We need to get to a place where nothing is allowed to move us from our God-given goals … not people, situations, stresses or any of the other things the enemy is sure to throw our way. We can not waver in our trust and belief in the Word of God.  James said, “A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8. We must stand firm and believe that God is mightier, greater, more powerful, and most definitely set to protect, keep and deliver us at a moments notice. God is Lord and He is not going to allow anything to come our way that He has not ordained.

“And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” Job 1:8.  Saints, God immediately thought of Job when satan was looking for someone to mess with. God said to satan, “Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.” Job 2:6. Saints, God is in control not the enemy … even though he’d have you believe he has control.  God knew the heart of Job, but He also knew that Job needed to learn some things and, like it or not, we flawed humans learn best through experience.  What do we need to learn?  We must learn to trust God and have faith in Him alone.  We must stand firmly on our faith and trust through all the things we experience as we grow in the Lord.  Yes, we will go through challenges, hurt and pains.  We will suffer, but we can’t allow suffering to stop us, take us out, discourage us, or to change our hearts and minds from doing what God has called each of us to do. The Word of God says, “In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” Job 1:22. Job knew something of the Lord, but he was about to have an experience to help him strengthen his relationship with God, for he was about to get to know God in a whole new way.

Paul said, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Romans 8:18. Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." John 16:33.  Satan is devising evil against you everyday and that is why it is essential that you pray without ceasing.  Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand. The armor is the outer expression of your inner faith and trust in God.  It is your belief that nothing can separate you from the love of God which is founded on and laid in Christ Jesus who is your strength, peace, and joy.  Saints, you are not to give in but, rather, you are to hold on continually. It’s really not so very hard, but it is a challenge.  But you and I are all setup for challenges because God has supplied us with all the tools we need to succeed. If we hold on to what we know of God through the experiences we encounter, we will be victors in all situations. 

You feel as though this is your “wilderness experience.”  Just remember that God did not leave the Children of Israel as they passed through the wilderness and He has no plans to leave you either. The Word of God says, “God will never leave nor forsake you.”  You have been told that “No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper.”  And God promises that “in trouble he is a present help.”  God is never far from us.  He is present at our side, bestowing upon us all we need to stand firm in His Name. We are going to suffer, but our comfort is in the fact of that Jesus said, “be of good cheer.” How can we be of good cheer?  We are of good cheer when we stand firmly on the Word of God and His promise that He will keep, provide, protect, and deliver us always. We stand firm in our knowledge that Christ did it … He overcame the world.  Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7. Paul kept the faith; he did not waver; he was set to do the will of the Lord, and so must we. If our desire is to do God’s will, then what is going on in our lives shouldn’t matter because our comfort is in the fact that God is in control. It is your mindset that will give you the peace to get through what you currently are facing. Your mindset must be, “God is with me, this is nothing compared to what my God has planned.  I will have the victory for the weapons of my warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” You must know that you have a call to do the will of the Lord, it is not about how, what, when, where, and certainly not why … you and I stand on trust alone. We know that if God said it, “He is not a man that He should lie!”

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! I love the Lord and each day I learn something new about my Father!

The Blessing/Temptation


February 21st, 2008
The Word of God says, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:” Matthew 3:16. Jesus was baptized and filled with power from on high and immediately, the Word tells us, “[He] was led into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” Matthew 4:1. 

Saints, you have given your life to God and accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. You, at the moment of your acceptance into the family of God … the moment you uttered the words … were filled with power from on high. You were blessed to receive the Spirit of God to reside in you.  At that moment, I know I felt so good. I felt light and knew that I had finally found my place.  My eyes were opened in a whole new way. I can only assume you felt the same power, freedom, and sense of deliverance. The power of God rested upon you … perhaps you turned to leave the altar, get up from the chair, or hang up the phone.  No matter where you were when you first accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior, you had an awakening experience.  But then came the temptation. 

You’re saved now but, lo and behold, for some mysterious reason you’ve found that life hasn’t become easier.  As a matter of fact, “stuff” started to happen and things appear to be harder than before.  First of all, you have to recognize that before we accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior we were in darkness … we weren’t even aware of just how difficult things truly were.  Humph!  How could we?  We were in sin and, by and large, we were enjoying ourselves – at least we thought we were.  Another thing, we didn’t want to see that we were serving the enemy instead of serving the Lord.  Frankly, at that point in our lives, we were ignorant of the enemy’s devices.  A whole lot of people initially found it difficult to understand they were even in need of salvation. We believed were pretty good people … we didn’t do drugs, we didn’t abuse alcohol, we didn’t live to “party down,” cheat or sleep around.  We tried to live a decent life.  We proclaimed our desire to be kind and tried to be considerate of others and stay out of trouble.  Why should we need salvation?

If you read the previous paragraph carefully, you will have just realized something … you tried.  Now what does the Word say? The Word of God says, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags …” Isaiah 64:6. So no matter how hard we tried to do good and tried to be good, it was never going to be enough. Saints, your supposed goodness is nothing in the sight of God for Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6.  Saints, you can not even come before God unless you are covered by the blood of His Son, Christ Jesus.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the light. You must accept Christ Jesus in order to form a relationship with God. 

So, here you are saved and feeling good about yourself … and now the temptation. You go back home and start to live out your salvation … day-by-day.  But, Saints, because you confessed your sinfulness to the Lord and made a commitment to dedicate your life to Him, you begin to be faced with all kinds of challenges.  Things start to go crazy, people start treating you differently. You’re tempted to turn back and give up but, Saints, you must hold onto the truth that was opened up to you at your moment of conversion. 

Jesus is Lord, and there is none else. Jesus Christ is our Savior and “there is no other name under heaven by which we may be saved.” Acts 4:12.  Jesus was tempted by the devil for forty days, but the Word tells us “… the angels ministered to him” while He was being tempted.  Mark 1:13  The angels strengthened and kept Him.   Saints, there are “… ministering spirits sent forth to minister [to] them who shall be heirs of salvation.”   Hebrews 1:14  The power of God is dwelling within us and is strengthening us, and there are ministering angels sent to uphold us in the midst of our temptations. God is awesome … we are never alone; He is always so very near. You can stand firm and make it!  The Word says, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivers him out of them all.” Psalms 34:19.  Notice, Saints, the Word doesn’t one or two or some of them … God delivers us from all our afflictions.  We can count on it!

The Word of God tells us “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” Matthew 4:11. Saints, God is nearer than you think.  We will have many trials and tribulations, but the temptation will not last long.  With His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus was being prepared for His earthly ministry.  When we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we are not supposed to just hold onto our salvation and do nothing with it, we have a purpose in God and we are being prepared for our ministry. The Word of God says we are to “… work out [our] own salvation with fear and trembling.” Philippians 2:12. What is the work? – It is your faith, trust and commitment to God and His Word. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! My God is awesome and truly he loves us dearly!

The Power





February 22nd 2008
God spoke to me on last night and said, “You have the power!”  Saints, I was stressing over a situation happening right in my very home! I called out to the Lord and said, “God, I need you to show up now and deal with this situation.” God replied, “You have the power!” 

Saints, what power do we have? How come we fret when things go wrong and we begin to feel oppressed?  I have the power, you have the power … but how do we apply something that most often we don’t even know we have? The Word of God says, “… God dwells in us and his love is perfected in us.” 1 John 4:12.   In Matthew 28:18, Jesus told us, “… All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”  Matthew 16:19 tells us that Jesus gave us the keys to the kingdom of heaven to bind and loose on this earth.  But Saints, we don’t exercise the power that has been given to us.  Time and time again, we fail to use the Keys of the Kingdom that Jesus gave to us.  Yes, Saints, we have power but we don’t understand the power we have. 

I sat and thought about what the Lord said to me, then I got up and began to study the Word of God. The power is there but we do not operate in it because we do not fully understand how to use it. This power is a gift and can’t be purchased.  If your heart is right, it is freely given to you.  The 8th chapter of the Book of Acts tells about Simon the magician who had witnessed the power emanating from the Spirit through the Apostles when they laid hands on the people of Samaria.  Even though Simon had been baptized, he had no understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit and so, he wanted to purchase this power the Spirit bestowed upon those whom Peter and John had lain hands on.  Peter told him, “Thy money perish with you, because you have thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.” Saints, Simon’s heart was not right. He didn’t want the gift of the Holy Spirit … he just wanted to be able to lay hands on a person and watch some extraordinary thing happen … perhaps a healing and have people believe that the power emanated from him.  He didn’t understand that the power was not in the laying on of hands as much as it was in giving your heart to the Lord that He may come and dwell within you! The power is God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, residing in us to keep, protect, provide, and strengthen us so that our faith might be complete. The power is God being within you doing that which you believe you can not do. God gives us the power to arise, to move out and to do what we have considered impossible. The Word of God tells us, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26. With God, with the power of God dwelling in you, all things are possible for you. 

Saints, when the winds begin to blow, and the storm arises and you begin to fear the magnitude of what is happening in your life, you must trust that God is there with you. Mark 4:37-40 outlines how the disciples were taught that their faith and trust had to be grounded in the fact that God was with them always … that He would never leave or forsake them, even when it seems he is not there. God is always there!  You must remember that truth.  In the verses referred to above, Jesus and the disciples were in a ship when a great storm arose and high winds and waves battered the ship. We have great storms in our home, battering us, causing us to fear.  These “storms” can manifest themselves in every aspect of our lives … in workplace, in our relationships and with our families.  The storm can come upon us suddenly without warning … seeming to arise out of no where.  Often, we are left feeling hopeless, fearful, doubtful, and defeated. The disciples immediately went to get Jesus who had been asleep. Now, Saints, you know Jesus knew what was happening but he remained asleep.  Why?  When the disciples awoke Him out of their fear, Jesus arose, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace be still.”   Saints, Jesus knew He had the power to rebuke and to call those things that are not as though they are.  He knew that His Father had sent Him to earth to do some awesome things and that no wind, sea, or storm was able to stand against what God the Father had willed and purposed.

Jesus is on-board with you, to strengthen and keep you, to protect and provide for you. Why should you fear or become doubtful? Why was Jesus able to remain asleep when the storm arose?  It was because He had the faith that nothing was able to come against Him, He knew who He was in God! The Lord wants your faith to be strengthened today. He is with you and no weapons formed against you can prosper. Jesus knew the power God had already given unto him.  Jesus said to the disciples “Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have not faith?”  Saints, why are you so fearful and how come you’re not operating in the power you have been given through faith? You are the chosen of God and must operate in power for power has been given to you. Understand, today, who you are in God and what God has gifted you to do. Stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord.  Be Strong in the Lord and in the power of His Might! God is with you, you have power, operate today in the will and purpose of God! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is all I need!

Living Free





February 23rd, 2008
How do we live free? How can we obtain a mindset that allows us to know in our heart and soul that we are truly free no matter what constraints society tries to place upon us? The Word of the Lord says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1. Christ has made us free and that is how we know we can live free.

Living free requires that we first accept God’s gift of salvation through Christ Jesus; the Word says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. God loved each of us so much that He set in motion a plan of redemption … that many still can not accept or understand … just to restore our relationship with Him. We know that no man can come to the Father except through Jesus Christ. No human can live free if they have not accepted the truth of the Word of God, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4.  We must walk in the newness of life, believing that Christ died for us and knowing that “… [our new] lives are [hidden] with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:3. Saints, you are free … I am free!  But to live free, we need to understand who we are and what we are able to accomplish through God. 

We have an awesome weapon that allows us to live free of any and all bondage. We have our faith that God is in control of all things, “And we know that all things are working together for our good because we love God, and we know that we are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.  We are the called, we are His children, and we are set to receive all He has for us.  The Word of God tells us that, “God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8.  Grace is the empowering presence of God in our lives! Grace is that unmerited favor God bestows upon His children. The Grace of God strengthens us; keeps us; provides for us; protects us and loves us! God shows us continuous mercy.  If we will confess to Him, He will forgive our sins. He cleanses us of all unrighteousness and, God is able to sustain us that we may live free! 

We live free through prayer, in giving thanks, and in the knowledge that God is with us to deliver us. Saints, it is not as hard as some would have you to think.  Doing these things … praying, giving thanks and acknowledging God in all His ways … is the constant reminder we need that God has not left, that things are not that bad, and that what is happening in our lives is working for our good.  We live free when we mediate on His Word and always apply the Word of God to every aspect of our lives.  Living free is our belief that nothing is able to separate us from the love of God! 

Living free is acknowledging who we are in God. The Word says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32.  What is the truth? Christ Jesus died for our sins and He made a way for our relationship with God, the Father, to be restored.  His blood covered every sin we have ever committed or will commit. Living free is to acknowledge that we are free, because of what Christ did for us on Calvary. Living free is living through Christ for “… old things have passed away and, behold, all things have become new. We are new creations.” 2 Corinthians 5:17.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Your Savior is Jesus Christ!

Greetings





February 24th, 2008
I greet you in the Name of Jesus Christ, the only name that is able to save, set-free, deliver, cover sins, provide, protect, and present you faultless before God. The Word of the Lord says, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” Jude 1:24. Jesus is able … all you have to do is trust Him. 

Saints, are you hurting, are you in pain, feeling defeated, unloved, or troubled? Are you searching for something that you just don’t seem to be able to put into words? Are you lonely?  Do you have low self-esteem? Whatever you are going through, feeling, and experiencing right now in your life, I am here to tell you that Jesus is your answer. The Word of God says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12. Jesus is our salvation!  Our freedom lays in our ability to stand firm today and say, “Enough is enough!  A change has got to come ‘cause I am sick and tired of hurting and walking around feeling defeated.” Jesus is our Savior and Lord, salvation cannot be found in anyone else.  Jesus, our Lord and Savior, is able to set us free and bring us out of the darkness into His marvelous light.  God wants your eyes to be opened to who you truly are, to be open to who created you and loves you unconditionally. Our hope is in God, for He is able to do all things.  The only thing He can’t do is … fail.  God sent His only begotten Son to die for our sins that we may have abundant life. The Word of God says, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. 

Saints, through the blood of Jesus Christ, you and I have hope that the life we’ve been living is not the life we have to continue to live. The enemy (satan) has blinded us for way too long.  He has used our emotions, feelings and behavior against us.  He has tried to make us believe that we have done things that are un-forgivable. Your history and your family can not determine who you will become; they can’t hinder your destiny in God!  We can find comfort today in the Word that tells us that God sent His only son, Jesus Christ, to die for all our sins. Not two or three of them, not some of them but not others.   Jesus Christ suffered, was crucified, died, and rose again so that all our sins could be covered and forgiven if we will just turn to Him and accept Him … our gift from the Lord God Jehovah!  The Word says, “… if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9. Your salvation, freedom, peace, joy, and reconciliation are all found in God, obtained through Christ Jesus. The Word of God tells us “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12.

Saints, your salvation, freedom, and peace can not be found in any man, woman, drug, bottle of alcohol or some other supposed god.  God said, “… before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.” Isaiah 43:10.  God is the creator of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.  He is Lord and there is no one else. Believe in Jesus Christ today so that you may be saved.

Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, the ruling body of the Jews, went to Jesus and told Jesus that he knew He was from God. It is clear that this much respected and honored leader in the Jewish community was searching and seeking something beyond what his power, leadership, and present knowledge could give him.  He saw within his heart that Jesus was the key, the answer, and that He was from God.  Nicodemus wanted to find out how he could be a part of all that he had seen and all he had heard from the preaching of Jesus.   Jesus said to Nicodemus, “… except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5.  

We must all die to this flesh, its lustful desires and trust in God for all things. We must be born again – that is, we must accept, believe, and confess. We must die to self and what we became accustomed to doing “in the world” and believe the Word of the Lord which says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17.  Remember always, Saints, Jesus was not sent to condemn us, but to save us! “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” John 3:17. 

Are you unfulfilled by all you have accomplished or acquired in this life?  Do you feel as though you’re standing on the edge of something great, but you just can’t grasp it?  Are you searching and seeking something more? Know that everything is found in God and can be obtained through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Read His Word … Jesus is still telling us in 2008, “That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:15.  Yes, Jesus had to die that we may have eternal life.  But through His death, He took the sting out of death; He let the enemy know that we, His children, have been forgiven and that “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

No one can condemn you for what you have done, for what you were into.  Jesus covered it all for you and for me. No sin is exempt from the blood of Christ.  He died for us and our sins were nailed to the cross and crucified with Him.  As the blood of Jesus flowed, our cleaning was manifested! Saints the Word says, “… with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:10.  Your searching and all your seeking are over!  All you have to do is believe that God sent His son Jesus Christ for you … personally, for you. Confess before God that you are a sinner and the Word of God promises that salvation is yours. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President and Founder of GWOE Ministries Inc.

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! We serve an awesome God, give Him glory!

Thoughts





February 25th, 2008
I was consumed by thoughts about what would happen if I failed to give God the glory for what He was able to do.  I had failed to take control over my thoughts before they took control over me. Yes, thoughts can take control of your mind … if you allow them. When thoughts like:  

· “This is not going to be good.”

· “That person is not going to treat me right.”

· “Things are not going to go in my favor.”

come to mind, we should immediately cast it down and take authority over it. The Word of God tells us we are to “Cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ…” 2 Corinthians 10:5. 

Saints, we have the power. We have the power and authority to cast down and to bring into captivity every thought, but we must have the Word of God abiding in us to be able to utilize that power. You can’t cast down much of anything if you have no Word in you. That would be like trying to drive a car with no gas. You might be able to turn the car on, but you wouldn’t go very far on empty … you have to fill the tank with gas to be assured it will move.   A car has the ability to go anywhere the driver wants to take it but, without the proper fuel, the car you won’t get the driver to his/her destination. 

We, who want to journey with the Lord, must fuel up on the Word of God so that we can move out of where we are to a place of purpose and power. You can’t work what’s in you if you don’t possess the proper tools. If the enemy is using thoughts contrary to the Word of God, how can you counter them with the Word if you don’t know the Word?  If you haven’t been meditating on the Word of God for yourself, how can you expect to move from the spiritual space in which you currently reside? The Word of God says, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26.  It is possible for you to stand in the midst of adversity and know that God has it all working for your good. It is possible to go to work and face those individuals who’ve been plotting against you, saying things to hinder your growth or organizing ways to destroy you and your character. You can go in and look them in the eye with confidence that God is moving on your behalf to assure that you will come out the victor and the evil exposed! 

Saints, with the Word of God dwelling in you and His power fueling you, all things are possible! God will not forsake you or leave you in your time of need. You are not alone! Even if you are physically alone in this natural world, please open your eyes and consider the situation of the prophet Elisha and his servant.  Read 2 Kings 6:8-23.
Elisha and his servant were traveling together.  Early one morning, the servant got up and left their dwelling and saw that an army had surrounded the city in which he and Elisha were staying.  The servant knew the army sought Elisha and wailed to him, “My master, what shall we do?”  Elisha told the servant, “Don’t be afraid, those who are with us are far more than those who are with them.”  The servant probably thought Elisha had lost his mind … there was no one with them, they traveled alone.  In his compassion for his servant, Elisha prayed to God and asked, “O Lord, I pray; open his eyes that he may see.”  And the Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  2 Kings 6:17 

Saints, those words of the Lord do not apply only to our brother Elisha; they are just as true for us today.  The might of God and His host surround you and me in this 21st Century. You can control your thoughts.

Somebody is struggling with addiction. Thoughts are telling you, “Just go and get a little something to ease the pain.” “Go on, one drink won’t hurt anything, you’ll be okay … you’ve been doing so well, you deserve a little something.” “Look, you’re getting too old for this, you can’t handle all this stress … one cigarette, that’s all.  It’ll get through this situation.  That’s all you need, just the one.”  Saints, the enemy wants to steal your joy, kill you and the things God has given you to accomplish.  He wants to utterly destroy your ability to do anything good.  He has no love for you so when thoughts come that are contrary to what God has said, you must be able to stand firmly and say, “Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world.”  I have faith and Jesus said, “… whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.” Mark 11:23.

Now Saints, Jesus doesn’t give you a date and time events are going to occur … that’s not important. What is important for you and me to understand is that we must not doubt we have to believe that it will come to pass.  We are not to concern ourselves with when it will happen, we just need to believe that it will happen. Saints, as Romans 4:17 reminds us, we have the power “to call those things which be not as though they were.”  Things may not always look as though they are working for our good, but what did Jesus say? Believe and doubt not in your heart and it will happen! Begin to speak to those contrary thoughts with the very Word of God!  Stand free!  The Word tells us to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1.  You are free, do not allow thoughts that are contrary to the Word of God to bind you and steal your peace, joy, and happiness!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministries 

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! We serve an awesome God, give Him glory!

Thoughts






February 28th, 2008
I was consumed by thoughts about what would happen if I failed to give God the glory for what He was able to do.  I had failed to take control over my thoughts before they took control over me. Yes, thoughts can take control of your mind … if you allow them. When thoughts like:  

· “This is not going to be good.”

· “That person is not going to treat me right.”

· “Things are not going to go in my favor.”

come to mind, we should immediately cast it down and take authority over it. The Word of God tells us we are to “Cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ…” 2 Corinthians 10:5. 

Saints, we have the power. We have the power and authority to cast down and to bring into captivity every thought, but we must have the Word of God abiding in us to be able to utilize that power. You can’t cast down much of anything if you have no Word in you. That would be like trying to drive a car with no gas. You might be able to turn the car on, but you wouldn’t go very far on empty … you have to fill the tank with gas to be assured it will move.   A car has the ability to go anywhere the driver wants to take it but, without the proper fuel, the car you won’t get the driver to his/her destination. 

We, who want to journey with the Lord, must fuel up on the Word of God so that we can move out of where we are to a place of purpose and power. You can’t work what’s in you if you don’t possess the proper tools. If the enemy is using thoughts contrary to the Word of God, how can you counter them with the Word if you don’t know the Word?  If you haven’t been meditating on the Word of God for yourself, how can you expect to move from the spiritual space in which you currently reside? The Word of God says, “… with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26.  It is possible for you to stand in the midst of adversity and know that God has it all working for your good. It is possible to go to work and face those individuals who’ve been plotting against you, saying things to hinder your growth or organizing ways to destroy you and your character. You can go in and look them in the eye with confidence that God is moving on your behalf to assure that you will come out the victor and the evil exposed! 

Saints, with the Word of God dwelling in you and His power fueling you, all things are possible! God will not forsake you or leave you in your time of need. You are not alone! Even if you are physically alone in this natural world, please open your eyes and consider the situation of the prophet Elisha and his servant.  Read 2 Kings 6:8-23.
Elisha and his servant were traveling together.  Early one morning, the servant got up and left their dwelling and saw that an army had surrounded the city in which he and Elisha were staying.  The servant knew the army sought Elisha and wailed to him, “My master, what shall we do?”  Elisha told the servant, “Don’t be afraid, those who are with us are far more than those who are with them.”  The servant probably thought Elisha had lost his mind … there was no one with them, they traveled alone.  In his compassion for his servant, Elisha prayed to God and asked, “O Lord, I pray; open his eyes that he may see.”  And the Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  2 Kings 6:17 

Saints, those words of the Lord do not apply only to our brother Elisha; they are just as true for us today.  The might of God and His host surround you and me in this 21st Century. You can control your thoughts.

Somebody is struggling with addiction. Thoughts are telling you, “Just go and get a little something to ease the pain.” “Go on, one drink won’t hurt anything, you’ll be okay … you’ve been doing so well, you deserve a little something.” “Look, you’re getting too old for this, you can’t handle all this stress … one cigarette, that’s all.  It’ll get through this situation.  That’s all you need, just the one.”  Saints, the enemy wants to steal your joy, kill you and the things God has given you to accomplish.  He wants to utterly destroy your ability to do anything good.  He has no love for you so when thoughts come that are contrary to what God has said, you must be able to stand firmly and say, “Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world.”  I have faith and Jesus said, “… whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.” Mark 11:23.

Now Saints, Jesus doesn’t give you a date and time events are going to occur … that’s not important. What is important for you and me to understand is that we must not doubt we have to believe that it will come to pass.  We are not to concern ourselves with when it will happen, we just need to believe that it will happen. Saints, as Romans 4:17 reminds us, we have the power “to call those things which be not as though they were.”  Things may not always look as though they are working for our good, but what did Jesus say? Believe and doubt not in your heart and it will happen! Begin to speak to those contrary thoughts with the very Word of God!  Stand free!  The Word tells us to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1.  You are free, do not allow thoughts that are contrary to the Word of God to bind you and steal your peace, joy, and happiness!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love, your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministries 

www.godswordspoken.com
God Bless, Saints! Good Morning, and remember God loves you so much!

Discouraging Words




February 29th, 2008
It’s good to hear encouraging words; we actually look forward to receiving them from our friends and family. Unfortunately, we also search for them from the wrong people. The Word of God should be all the encouragement we need, so why do we fail to seek His Word and, instead, choose to rely on mankind alone?  The Word of God says, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” Psalms 146:3. 

How does the Word of God encourage us?  Saints, the Word of God is “quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12. It can discern the thoughts and intents of the heart, and it is able to penetrate and bring about a change in our thinking. The Word of God sets out to accomplish much and it reminds us that God’s “… word that goeth forth out of his mouth: shall not return unto him void, it will accomplish what God pleases.” Isaiah 55:11. The Word of God, Saints, is our encourager. 

Does God use people to send forth His Word? Yes, of course, but we are not to put our trust in the person but, rather, in the Word of God that comes forth.  God will choose people to encourage our hearts, but we shouldn’t wait for them to bring us a Word from the Lord.   We must go to the Lord for ourselves! The Word of God says, “From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalms 61:2.  To God, Saints, that’s where we ought to run and put our trust … not in our friends and family. The Lord is our rock and the Word of God says He is “… the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort.” 2 Corinthians 1:3. We are encouraged by the Word of God to “… come boldly unto the throne of grace where we will obtain mercy and find grace to help in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16.  Coming boldly before the Lord does not in any way mean that we approach Him with an attitude or behavior that is arrogant but, rather, we come boldly to the Lord confident that we will find what we need in our time of trouble. Jesus Christ paved the way for us to come before the Father with an expectation that we will receive because we were told that God will supply all of our needs. 

Saints, it’s time for us to get serious!  Just what are our expectations of the Lord?  We’re not called to sit around waiting for things to happen.  We are to stand firmly and trust in the Word of God for every aspect of our lives!  We must apply His Word so that we are not overtaken by every negative thing that happens in our life. We get so discouraged when things don’t go our way or when our kids, husbands or wives begin to “act up.” Things are not always going to be rosy in this world, we will have trials and tribulations, but Jesus said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.

Jesus said these things that we might have peace of mind and spirit.  We should have the peace and the courage to not to get caught up in the unfairness and sinfulness of this world.  We are not of this world, and our lives are not dependent upon what the world can offer or do for us.  Instead, we need to be grounded in the Word of God and the things of God. If our faith is well-grounded in the Word and if we are applying His truths to our lives, then we shouldn’t be walking around feeling discouraged and we won’t allow discouraging words to hinder us from doing and being all we can be in God! We are His offspring, living witnesses to a world set in darkness. We are the light of this world, citizens of heaven, ambassadors here on earth to fulfill the will of God! 

God is our Lord and if, as Christians, we make him Lord over our lives then everything we do will be based on what God has said and how He has led us. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder of GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
