Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 
Get Angry
Controlled and purposeful anger brings about an understanding of truth according to the Word of God. When are we going to get angry over sin? When are we going to stand for what is right according to the very Word of God? When are we going to take a stand against evil and call it what it is? No, homosexuality is not right!  No, living with your significant other without benefit of marriage is not right!  Neither scenario is according to the ways and commands of God. Does anyone have the courage to call out truth against what is evil today? 

“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” Ephesians 4:26. Saints, do we have control over our actions, behavior, and attitudes? Do we have to respond in a negative way in order for us to have the confidence that we have won some battle? Jesus got angry.  Our Lord’s anger was not about hatred but, rather, a response to the total degradation of His Father’s temple by the temple priests. This is the kind anger so many of us do not have ... righteous anger! We have become complacent about sin. We sit around knowing full well that many are sinning against what God has spoken, but we say nothing. This is not a new development, Saints.  Paul, in his first letter to the Church at Corinth brought up a sin that was being openly committed by members of the church, and it was being ignored.  That is, some men were having sexual relations with their father’s wife. Read 1 Corinthians Chapter 5.
Why are we so afraid to speak the truth? Is it because we don’t care; do we think it’s not that important; or are we laboring under the notion that it’s none of our business?  In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Paul told them to “… Purge (clean) out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump ...” Saints, if we don’t clean out, the sin we allow in our midst will begin to fester and infect everyone and everything. When God asked Cain about his brother Abel’s whereabouts, Cain responded, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Genesis 4:9. Yes, Saints … in the Name of the Living God … we are our brothers’ keepers! We are to judge with a godly judgment but remain un-judgmental. 
I have been angry many times.  Most of the time, it was because someone had done or said something to displease me. I’d go to bed angry and wake the next day feeling the effects of not having slept well and, by the way, still be angry! Nothing had changed.  I had given control of my emotions to the one I had allowed to affect me in the first place. Just think about that for a moment. We do not exercise the emotion named anger effectively. We allow others to get us angry over situations that really don’t matter. Someone may have looked at you wrong, said something about you, or lied on you. If you are in Christ, these things don’t really matter at all.  The words of others can do nothing to you, for the Word of God says, “no weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.” Isaiah 54:17(b).
Are we getting angry over sin, something that should move us to action? In Acts 17:16, we read that Paul’s spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.  Saints, Paul got angry!  But he got angry in a way that drove him to open his mouth, to boldly teach the Word of God and to spread the gospel of Christ! The Amplified version of the bible says it this way, “his spirit was grieved and roused to anger as he saw that the city was full of idols.” The city was a junkyard of idols. Paul got angry at the right things. We allow people to pull on our emotional strings and move us to behave in ways contrary to the very Word of God over nothing.  It’s time we got angry over something real …. get angry about those things that are contrary to the Word and truth of our God!
Too long, my sisters and brothers, have we allowed the enemy free reign over our emotions. He uses people to buffet us in ways that will eventually get us to move in ways that do not edify but, rather, cause us much anguish. Together, let us begin to get righteously angry over those things that are done against truth and are contrary to the Word of God. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.

A SPECIAL NOTE TO OUR READERS
From:  GWOE Staff

Congratulations are in order for our Founder, Tonya Jones.  On Saturday, August 02, 2008, The National Society of American Business Owners awarded her with the 2008 Purple Heart Award for American Business Ownership for her accomplishment in ministry and publishing.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

He Keeps Me

Psalms 17:8 says, “Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings.” I woke up this morning feeling heavy and with a longing and desire for the Lord to keep me. I simply said, “Lord, keep me. At this time, I need to be kept.” How many of you would like to be kept as the apple of someone’s eye? The ‘apple’ here refers to the pupil of the eye. Keep me as the pupil of the eye. The iris of the eye acts like the shutter of a camera, it regulates and controls the amount of light going into the eye. It controls and keeps!

I thought about that for a moment.  Then I looked up the anatomy of the eye. It was there I found that the pupil is protected and kept by the iris. God is so good! He keeps us even when we don’t want to be kept. In spite of our failure to acknowledge our Father for what and who He is, He is still keeping us. What an awesome revelation or, better yet, illumination of the Word of God. We are in trying times. Our economy has frightened many and brought some to the brink of insanity. How are we going to make it, husbands are losing faith, wives are growing increasingly scared, and children are being told that they can not have. Parents are at each others throats and taking it out on the children. Saints, this is all happening in the church! Yes, the very people who should know better are suffering the effects of the growing concerns over our economy. What will happen? Will the bills be paid; will the mortgage payment be met? Are we in jeopardy of losing everything? I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “What God has given and blessed you with, He is able to keep”. 

“God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. The Word of God lets us know that God is in control. As the pupil is controlled by the iris, we are under the control and able hands of our Lord God Almighty. Remember Philippians 4:6 tells us, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” What is your request? My request this morning was that God keep me. I wanted Him to help me control the thoughts, imaginations, and fears that were violently coming against me. I knew God was able to do it and all I had to do was trust Him. But when I awoke, I was so distraught; there were just so many challenges. I did not feel as if I could trust Him enough!  While in my prayer, the words, “Oh, but God!” slipped through my lips … those words asked Him to understand my fears and be compassionate.  Sometimes, we get to that point where we can only say, “Oh, but God!”  What a powerful phrase and what lasting and unspeakable joy they can bring.

The Word says, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” Jude 1:24. Now unto Him … God, who is able! Here again, we see God is able. God is able to keep us from falling! God is able to keep us through the challenges we are facing financially. God will keep what we have entrusted in His loving care to keep. Our prayers tomorrow may be different from today, but I pray that you will touch and agree with a sister or brother for the things for which they are trusting God in their lives and vice versa! 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Truth

The fear that causes us to detour off the course of faith often comes in the form of a question … “Did God really say that?”  When we begin to see things contrary to what God said, we begin to ask the question, “Did God really say that?” The Word of God says, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” Numbers 23:19.  I love this scripture because it is “in your face” truth!

Okay, we all know that God is able to do what His Word tells us He can do. We have an idea, at least, of His will for our very lives. We know what His Word says and what is expected of us according to His Word.  We can quote scripture with assurance that God is going to do it. So I ask, what is the problem? We have the Word of God in us, so why are we not moving out in faith? Why are we detouring into doubt and fear?

I believe God, Saints, but sometimes the enemy will come at me and ask that one question that can set me off in a downward spiral of questions, doubts, and fears. One question that results in far too many negative outcomes. The question you ask? Oh, it is a question you are all aware of, “Did God really say that?” Jesus said, “He that is of God heareth God's words.” John 8:47(b).  If we trust that we hear God’s voice, then why does the question have such devastating results? Is it because we doubt that we heard His voice, His Word in the first place? Many times we get caught up in flesh and hear what we want to hear … sometimes we’re answering ourselves. How can we tell the difference? How can we be sure that we are hearing God?  Saints, we must try what we hear by the Word of God. Does it align with His Word? If it does, then we know the enemy is trying to get us off the faith course and onto a road that only leads to destruction. 

God has spoken many things in my life. Like my brother Abraham I believed the Lord wholeheartedly when He said those things to me. Abraham and Sarah his wife, as you know, were promised a son in their old age. Abraham believed God, but he doubted in other areas. He even asked, “Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.” Genesis 15:3. God replied that Abraham was going to indeed have an heir but of his own bowels. Saints, the Word God speaks to you hasn’t not changed, but the enemy will have you believe that you never heard it. Sarah heard the Lord promise a son to Abraham and she laughed in disbelief. Genesis 18:10-12. Her impatience caused her to make a decision that has had devastating consequences to this day as evidenced in the Middle East between Jews and Muslims. 

Will we make the same fatal mistake? Will we move ahead of God because of that question we find so difficult to answer? Will we doubt the Word of God for our lives and make a move that may have devastating consequences, or will we stand on what we have heard and trust in God to provide comfort, peace, and joy? Did you hear the Lord? Is that what he said? Hear what the Spirit of the Lord has said, “I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent.” Ezekiel 24:14(b). Make this scripture personal. When that question arises, comfort yourself in the Word of God using this very scripture. Example: Tonya, I will do it! 

Saints, we see an awesome glimpse of the character of the Lord in the Old Testament. This is why the Old Testament is so crucial to our understanding of and receiving the New Testament. There is no new without the old. We get to see our Lord in His might, power, beauty, love, longsuffering, truth, and faithfulness. We get the comfort that comes from knowing that if God has spoken it, it does not matter how high the gas prices go, how many homes are being lost, or what bills are being delivered to your house on a daily basis.  If God has said, “I shall supply all your need according to my riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 then somebody ought to praise His holy name, for He is able to do all His Word has promised! 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Tired

Saints, have you ever been tired of being sick and tired? I mean how many of you have experienced the feeling, ‘I have been here before and enough is enough’. I woke up feeling that way and while walking I told the Lord I was sorry and asked His forgiveness. I’ve spent far too much valuable time feeling tired and worrying about the things He was taking care of. I had gone through the weekend worrying, and the enemy had a nerve to bring something new to me to worry about on Monday! What nerve! I guess I’m to blame because I allowed it to happen. Do you see the pattern? There is always going to be something to worry about, but we must understand that we are not to worry. Read Philippians 4:7.  

The Word of God says, “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked,” Ephesians 6:16.  Saints, we must have faith. What it is, it’s going to continue.  We are going to be tried.  Remember, our stance is based on faith … what we do with it is going to either lead us to victory or defeat. I was tired of feeling tired and tried by the same things. I was fed up with the enemy telling me, “God won’t do what He said, He will not come through for you … look at what is going on and happening around you … there is no way it is going to work for your good.”  How dare he think that he can attack me in this way over and over again? But, Saints, I allowed him the access, and he was using it with no limitations. 

The above Word tells us that there are going to be fiery darts coming our way but, through faith, we know that, “no weapon formed against us shall prosper.” Isaiah 54:17.   Trials and tribulations will come, but we have the control and power to react according to the Word of God. We must react out of faith and not fear. Fear brings doubt along with it and it also brings to a halt our movement in faith. It stops us dead in our tracks and causes much anguish. Are you “sick and tired of being sick and tired?” Are you tired of going through the same thing over and over again? I thought to myself, not again!  I had just gone through some stuff over the weekend …it’s Monday!  I can not go down the same path because, frankly, I know what is down there and it’s not good for me. This is what gets me, we know what is down that worry road, but we still go down there believing that there is something new about this road. Same road, same name, same attractions – the only thing new about it – the name of the day. The devil is a liar and Jesus said, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” John 8:44. There is no truth in the devil, so why do we even give him the time of day? Why do we allow those thoughts he plants to buffet us and have us reconsidering our commitment to God who is the embodiment of truth? 

I don’t know about you, but I’m fed up with the devil and his tricks. I told him, “I rebuke all negative thoughts and imaginings that are contrary to the Word of God. I stand on the Word of God for my life and I’m not leaning on my own understanding ‘cause I know God is able!  I know He is not a man and He will not lie, nor is He the son of man that He will change His mind!” I am not going there again, no matter how subtle the enemy tries to be.  I am going to be stronger and as soon as my mind goes in the direction of doubt or fear, I’m going for the jugular! We must have this tenaciousness and not go back.  We need to hold on no matter what we see, and we must believe that we walk by faith and not by sight! We must remain “… steadfast, unmovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord …”; 1 Corinthians 15:58. Your work, my brothers and sisters, in not in vain. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The Box

My box is tall; I have to lift it above my head so I have plenty of neck room. It has four sides and I frequent those sides often even though, at times, I am not really sure whether or not I’ve been in that place before. I am very familiar with my box … its shape, size and descriptive points. Most importantly I am very comfortable in my box. When things get too scary for me, I retreat as far as I can into a corner of my box. When I feel a pull to come out, I just move to another side; basically just switching viewpoints but, for a time, I can delude myself into thinking that I actually went out.  Yet, I know deep within myself that I am still in my comfort zone within the ‘safety’ of my box. 

Saints, have you ever had lengthy discussions with somebody or, perhaps, ministered to someone and, once you’d parted company thought, “My brother/sister is on the right track, he/she is moving on.”  Then some time later, you run into the person again and they still sound the same? It’s as if there’s been no psychological or emotional change in their lives at all.  They may have moved, gotten a different job, gotten married or, sadly, a divorce – yet they still sound the same. It’s amazing!  They’re talking about the same things as before, nothing’s changed other than, perhaps, their physical location. They’re still talking about what someone did to them or what they’re going to do different. They’re still talking about the same stuff in the same way!  How frustrating to begin talking to someone and realize they’re still in the same position mentally and/or emotionally they were in when they first came into your life some time back. The Word of God says, “… except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3.  Now, Saints, I’m not talking about non-believers here.  I’m talking about supposed Christians … some seasoned Christians … who are still where they were a year or more ago mentally and emotionally.  They’re still talking about God and what they’re trusting God to do in their lives and how they know God is able but, the fact is, they have not acted on any of what they claim they believe.  I’m talking about empty Christians bringing forth no valuable fruit.  It truly is a sad sight. They believe they’ve moved and gone somewhere, but they are still in that box … just switching from side to side. 

The Word of God says we must be born again, “… except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5. There must be a change in the spirit of man in order for him to come out in the Name of Jesus. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark 1:15. Saints, repent means to change … change your mind, change your heart, and change your way of thinking! We must allow the gospel’s truth to fill us and we must start applying the Word of God to our lives. 

Come out in the Name of Jesus and be renewed in your mind by the very Word of God! If you, or someone you know, are still saying the same things about coming out there may be a need to rededicate your life to Christ because, frankly, you’re just going around and around in your box looking at the same four walls but believing with each change of position in your box that you have actually come out. In actuality, you have been in the box of comfort, not willing to let go and allow God to do what He is able to do in your life. Give up the control!  Let go of the fear, hurt, shame, and defeated attitude you’ve been carrying and lean on the Word of God which says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17.  Being born again means there should be some identifiable change in our behavior, belief, mind-set, and activity. There must be a “dying” to this natural plane and to all that which we used to do and know that held us captive. This is why there must be a change in our way of thinking and our way of living.  Saints, if you are still saying the same things, are still in the same place, and still in your box … then this word is for you.
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Temporary Fix

In John 6:27 the Word of God says, “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.”

Jesus had spoke these words after discerning the hearts of the people who had witnessed His feeding of 5000 with only five loaves of bread and two fish.  The point Jesus was making with that statement was that the witnesses to His miracle were not much interested in hearing the Word of life.  Their focus was not on being healed and set-free but, rather, they were enthralled with the idea that their physical appetites could be temporarily satisfied. Saints, how many of us labor for what perishes and has no root and profit for our souls?  Some of us will give almost all we have for something that will rot, lose value or be out of style with the appearance of the next fad. What’s the common denominator with all the things we most often desire?   They will all perish.  We go after such things with all our hearts, get it and then find that the insatiable appetite of our flesh is still not satisfied. 

It’s amazing, we don’t go after what will sustain us and take us into eternal life but, instead, we pursue that which will satisfy the desires of our flesh … for the moment. A lot of people go to church regularly, but many haven’t developed a relationship with God by giving their lives to Christ Jesus. We get fooled by the cries, moans, lifting of the hands, stomping of the feet, and the falling off of the occasional hat. These things don’t necessarily identify a saved person nor does it necessarily signify that the person has truly given their heart to Jesus or developed a relationship with God.  Sometimes, it only reinforces the notion that people go to church to put on or see a show … to see and be seen. 

When we have truly come to Christ, there must be an identifiable change in our lives. If we have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of our life, our newness must be evident. The Word of God says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. Our old lives are buried with Christ and, like Christ, we are raised up in newness.  It may be hard for us to believe today, but scripture makes it very clear that many of the multitude who saw the signs and wonders of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, were not at all interested in “…the food which endures to eternal life [which] the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal.”  Today, many of us come into the Lord’s sanctuary to see what’s going on.  Many come to find out who’s seeing who, what she’s wearing and who he’s dating. We have our own agenda and nothing on our agenda has anything to do with Christ. 

So often there is a total lack of reverence and respect for a holy God. There is a lack of understanding of who God is and what He is able to do. We have no clue as to the blessed opportunity we have to come unto God. The Word of God says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16. However, we come laughing, joking, disrespectful, and filled with ulterior motives. We don’t seem to realize that God knows our hearts.  The Word of God says, “… for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7. God said “… Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.” Isaiah 29:13. How awful!  God is looking down into our hearts and seeing we are so far from Him. He can see that we only want the blessings and the praises of men. The Word of God says that when our primary concern is for the praises of man then those praises are, in themselves, our reward. (See Matthew 6:1-18.)

When I think of all that God did for the Children of Israel and all He is doing for us today, it saddens me to think that we have the audacity to come to Him with half-baked notions of religiosity and yet still expect Him to feed us, clothe us, help pay our bills, bless us and keep us even though we will not turn our hearts to Him. If God doesn’t do another thing for us, Saints, we are still well-blessed!
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The Bread

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” John 6:35. “I am the bread of life:” what does that mean? 

We looked at the Temporary Fix yesterday and how many of the people came to Jesus only to be physically fed and to watch a good show as Jesus performed miracles. Those people were more interested in the “show” and the food and had no desire to be changed.  All they really wanted was to have the appetites of their flesh satisfied over and over again. Jesus is the bread of life.  He is the eternal bread that will not perish, and His blood has the power to cleanse us and make us whole. Many of us hunger and thirst. We spend much of our lives filling ourselves with temporary fixes. We change our jobs, go from relationship to relationship, we move from state to state, we indulge in drugs or alcohol, and we over indulge in food trying to fill up the empty spaces we have within … trying to fix things that we, with our natural eyes, can’t see or touch. We totally miss the point of the need for an in-filling because we concentrate on what we ‘feel’ is missing or wrong by trying to satisfy the need with the things available to us in the natural world. What is wrong, what is missing, why we don’t feel fulfilled is an issue of the soul, not of the flesh.  Our spirit and our soul are not filled and never will be unless we hunger and thirst after what is non-perishable and eternal. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” Life … our eternal being joined with God for eternity. 

Jesus came to give us life and life more abundantly. John 10:10. We can have eternal life in Christ but only if we yield and accept Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives. The Word of God says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. “…Should not perish but have everlasting life” … think about it!  God gave His only begotten Son for us so that He would die for us while we were yet in our sins. He is the ‘bread’ we should run after, for in Christ is God’s gift of eternal life.

Our spirits yearn for something and many times we can’t put into words. We may have money, a beautiful home, great children and a wonderful spouse but, still, something is missing. We don’t understand what it could possibly be.  We’ve certainly been generous in terms of feeding the flesh, but are still unsatisfied on the inside. What could it be? What is holding us down and smothering the joy we should be feeling about what we have accomplished? We have great jobs, nice, reliable friends and so much more … what is it?  Saints, it is the soul that is yearning to be rejoined to God, our Creator and Father. It is our spirit-man ‘yelling on the inside’, telling us to turn back, give up, run to, and fall down at the throne of God. Our spirit desires to be filled with that which will provide eternal life, not that which will perish in this life. We were not made to live without God. We were created by Him, for Him, and for His good pleasure. We are His and “in Him we live, and move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28  Jesus came not of His will but of the Father’s will who sent him. He came to do the will of God which was to give us life eternal through His death and resurrection. Jesus did it for you and me. He died for our sins that we may have eternal life and that we may be filled in the spirit so as to lust no more for things that only satisfy for a moment. 
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God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

The Blood

It was the blood! It was the atoning blood of Christ Jesus that set me free. I can not and will not be bound again by the measly material things of this world! 

It was the atoning blood of Christ that set me free from living a life of uncertainty and un-fulfillment, a life that was devoid of joy. It was the blood of Christ, as the sacrificial Lamb of God, that took away my sins … past, present, and future. I have been cleansed, set-free, and delivered from a life of destruction, lust, and perverseness!

Through the sacrificial death of Christ Jesus we have the inevitability of condemnation for our sins has been removed. In the Old Testament the priests made sacrifices to cover the sins of an individual for specific periods of time.  But Christ, the ultimate sacrifice, took away the sins of the world, once for all and for all time.  His sacrifice only had to be made ONCE!  Through His death and the shedding of His blood, Jesus took away my sin, your sin, those of your mother, father, children, sisters, brothers … everyone!  John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29.  Through His ‘once for all sacrifice’ Jesus has given those of us who follow Him as Lord and Savior a gift beyond all measure. The blood of Christ has taken away our sins whereas the sacrifice of the blood of animals during Old Testament times only covered.  Oh, if it had not been for the obedience of our Savior to the will of God and His holy, healing blood shed during the ultimate sacrifice, where would we be? 

I was just sitting here thinking about the shedding of the blood Jesus Christ sacrificed for us. What have we sacrificed for Him? What have we freely given up to do the will of God? Are we still trying to live life half in the world and half in the church? James said, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8. Are we still trying to be ‘down’, even though through His precious blood we have been brought up? 

The Word says, “And [God] hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6. We may sit in heavenly places but a whole lot of us are still trying to sit and do the same things we used to do. What’s wrong with that picture, my sisters and brothers? You say you are the head of the house, my brother, but you can’t wait until Friday night to go have drinks with the fellows and hang out all night? You’re sure quick to claim your position when you think it’s necessary but you won’t  speak up about Christ (whom you say you serve) when your friends are hassling women, cussing, and using the Lord’s name in vain? You, my sister, oh, you’re  virtuous when you’re around church folks, but at home you have no problem cussing out your husband; you refuse to submit to his authority which is given to him by the Lord; you yell and scream at your children for little or nothing;  and you totally disregard your position as help-mate. Don’t you know that you set the tone in your home and with your family? You are supposed to be the source of stability; you are supposed to be the glue that holds the family together … a blessed position indeed. 

What, I ask, is the problem? Jesus shed His blood for you that you may have life eternal, that you may once again have a close and personal relationship with God. The problem is we don’t establish that relationship with God. We don’t take the time to get to know God whom we claim to serve. For me, Christ’s obedience, surrender, and commitment to do the will of God and His willingness to shed His own blood for us is the perfect example of how I desire to serve God.

Jesus gave up heaven for a season and a reason … for me. He came down from God, from the Holy of Holies … for me. He gave His life … suffered, and was put to death in a most cruel manner by men He loved – who cursed Him, spat on Him, and whipped Him … for me.  Saints, just sitting here thinking about and writing about the Precious Blood of Jesus just fills me with wonder, with joy and with love for my Savior.  I tell you … there is something about the Precious Blood of Jesus that makes everything I think I stand in need of seem trite, shabby and, suddenly, just plain unnecessary. That sheer obedience to do God’s will in spite of how it may feel, what it may look like, how it may sound, that sheer obedience and surrender of my life to God … that’s where I want to be. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Access

This was lying on my heart heavily and I knew it was a Word from God to His children. Saints, in the midst of what is going on around us we need to have confidence in the access we have to God. 

The Word of God says, “[God] hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6. Saints, we have access to the Lord, Our God because of our position in Christ! We can call on our Father and know that His ear is attentive to our call.  We can be confident that He not only hears us but will move on our behalf “in the name of Jesus.” So we call out, “Father” and we stand firmly on our faith that He will move because it is in the name of “Jesus” that we have such confidence. 

We have access to God, our Father, Lord, King, Rock, High Tower and lover of our souls! The Word of God tells us to “come boldly unto the throne of grace.” Hebrews 4:16. We can come because we have been given access. We have permission and the key to enter into the holy of holies and ask … fully believing.  The Word of God says “… for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6. I am still meditating on the thought, no the fact, that we have been given access to the Lord, Our God.  I have been given the access; we have all been given the access to freely come unto God!  Saints, we must have faith that God is able to do all things … everything except fail.  Whatever we have entrusted Him to do in our lives, He can do.  We must stand firm in our faith, fully believing in the access we have been given. Is God a man that he would lie? I believe He is God and only truth dwells within Him so, if He said it, I must be confident through His word that He will do it, so must you. 

I am standing firm, trusting God for many things in my life right now. I am waiting for the manifestation of those things; for I know what God said and I know He will do it. From time to time, I let the issues of pride and impatience creep into my being. One or both of these may be issues for you as well when standing on the Word of God. Neither is good and they can drain your faith and belief that God will do what He said.  However,  all thanks be to God, I still have access despite my little personal issues. Nothing is able to keep me from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. I have, you have, we all have … access. 

We often fail to utilize our access to God and its potential. Understand, Saints, we have been given something totally awesome. We have access to God, our creator, Lord of Lords and King of Kings!  We can go boldly before His throne. When I meditate on that Word, I instantly think about the Children of Israel and what they had to go through just to gain limited access. They didn’t have direct access; their access came through a prophet or a priest. For instance, Abraham spoke to God personally and then took the message back to the Children of Israel. They had prophets, men and women of God speaking on their behalf and bringing back the message. Today, we have unlimited personal access to go boldly before the Lord. We do not have to bring a spotless goat, lamb, or any other animal. We can go boldly! We have access to the throne. 

The question remains, why don’t we utilize this access more frequently? Why don’t we go more often to the Lord and ask for His help, direction, love, and guidance? The Word of God says, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7. Let’s begin to take God up on His Word and lean not to our own understanding but, instead, acknowledge God for who He is and what He is able to do. Let’s access the throne and person of Almighty God with the authority He has so generously and lovingly given us.
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Made Up Mind

I have made up my mind that God is able to do what I have entrusted to His hands. I have made up in my mind that I will not allow anything to persuade me otherwise because there is no one or anything able to separate me from the love of God which is founded, grounded, and anchored in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:39. 

If nothing is able to separate me from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, then what do I have to be concerned about? I mean all kinds of things will come, but it is my responsibility to control any thoughts and curb any part of my imagination that are contrary to the Word of God. I get so tired of thoughts and images coming to deter me from my course. The course I am committed to is standing firm and maintaining the faith. How do I fortify what I believe, and counter those thoughts and curb my imagination? Here’s what I do.  I stand on the Word of God and I speak to those thoughts as soon as they come. I am learning that I do not have to be moved by what comes into my mind. I do not have to jump and rush into anything. All I have to do is counter those thoughts with the Word of God. I do not want to be a slave to my thoughts and imagination when I know in my heart and believe with all my soul that God has promised me abundant life.  That means I do not have to be bound in any area of my life! I have been set free and so have you. You are not who you used to be.  The Word of God says, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. Saints, you and I have recourse; we have a way out and a door of opportunity that is always open for us to walk through with confidence.  What will we find behind that door of opportunity?  Victory … always therein is our victory! 

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” Psalms 8:4. Saints, God is mindful of us, He cares for us, and we are always on His mind. His Spirit dwells within us to help us overcome those things we face on a daily basis. There is nothing too hard for the Lord. There is nothing able to keep Him from us or prevent His moving on our behalf. What is man? We are His creation and His children. Because of Christ Jesus we have been granted access to God and given authority to do all in God through Christ Jesus. We have been created in His image. We possess qualities and power to call those things which are not into existence by our very word. We must begin to speak those things God has spoken in His Word. Do you want to be in peace continually? Do you want to grab hold of peace and not be troubled any longer by thoughts and an imagination contrary to the Word of God? The Word of God says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3.

I have begun to train my mind to think on those things of God, those things which are good and pure. I don’t have time to think about what he’s doing, why she’s doing that, who is going to help me or how I’m going to make it.  All I have time to do is think on what is good, pure, and true ... that which is of God. The truth is “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” Romans 8:37. I am more than what I think or what my mind can conjure up. I am more! You my sisters and brothers are more! My mind is made up! I am going to believe God in spite of what it looks like, sounds like and feels like. I am going to believe God in spite of myself.  What about you?
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

My Shepherd

“The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want …” Psalms 23:1. Saints, the Lord is our shepherd. I had to think about that for a moment. What is a shepherd and what is his duty? 

The main duty of a shepherd is to lead the sheep in his flock to green pastures where food is plentiful and to find them a safe place to drink. Shepherds are guardians of the flock, constantly leading and guiding them. The Word of God tells us that the Lord is our Shepherd. He leads and guides us through the Holy Spirit which dwells within us. We have a shepherd, a guide, someone who cares for us and someone who will never leave nor forsake us. Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” John 10:11. Jesus is our Shepherd, the one in whom we can find peace, joy, help, deliverance, and guidance. “… Jesus [is] the great shepherd of the sheep …” Hebrews 13:20. We enter into His flock through the door of faith which is Christ Jesus. 

“The Lord is my shepherd;” He is everything, my deliverer and healer. The Lord leads and cares about you and me. The Shepherd guards the sheep. He protects His sheep against those who would dare try to enter in other than through His gate. The Shepherd will never leave the sheep alone because He cares for them. The sheep (each of us) belong to the Shepherd and what He does for us is contingent upon our accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. I want the care and concern of the Good Shepherd. I want to know that He will lead me to green pastures where I can be fed, comforted and cared for. I have peace and joy as He leads me beside the still waters. God takes care of us, Saints, and we should always remember to ask ourselves, “If it had not been for the Lord, where would I be?” The Word of God says, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and all his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33. God will take care of everything we need because He is the Good Shepherd. 

Where is it going to come from? How will I make it, or get what I need to take care of my needs? How will it all get done? Saints, we all face those and other questions at some time or other in our lives.  The answer is the same for each of us who believe the Word of God and trust what He has promised us. God is able to supply our needs for He is the Good Shepherd. He will supply food, clothes, shelter, and the desire of our heart. God will not keep any good thing from you or me. I trust the Lord and what He is able to do. Our minds may retain thoughts that are contrary to the Word of God, but our hearts are knitted in His Word and grounded on the truth that God is our Good Shepherd. He will never leave His sheep … He cares for us. 

Saints, we are not of this world!  We need to be reminded that we are to be ‘in the world but not of the world’ every now and then. What affects the world and its systems does not affect us. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. Everything belongs to the Lord, our Shepherd.  Whatever we stand in need of today our Shepherd is able to supply.  When we hear His voice … we move.  When He calls … we follow as He leads and guides us. There is nothing we should be afraid of because we are with the Shepherd. He is leading and we are (or certainly should be) obedient to follow His call. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Do It for Me

The Word of God says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. Do you believe that Word today? How many of us are standing in need today? I know that sounds like trick question but I want you to bear with me a minute as God reveals some truth to us. 

This world is going through some real challenging. The media says the economy is weakening.  Jobs are being lost all over. Many people … Christian and non-Christians … are stressing and losing hope. What do we do, who do we turn to for help and how will we survive?  The Word tells us that Abraham, our brother, “against hope believed in hope.” Romans 4:18. We also must, against all hope, believe in spite of what we see.  Looking through natural eyes we see alarming events which prompt many to believe there is no hope. What is evident through our natural eyes can not supply the needs of our lives. We, who are in Christ, must look to the Spiritual and, in spite of what we see with our eyes, know that God is able to supply the needs. How?  When we don’t make enough money, all we can see with our natural eyes is that nothing will be able to help us … in the natural. All hope in what we see has been lost. There is no way out yet we must believe the Word of God which tells us He is able? 

Saints, I can personally relate to what many of you are going through today. I lost my job in March but I’m working a full-time ministry with no set salary coming in.  I am standing firmly on the Word of God, trusting and believing that what His word says is true.  Everyday, I have my mortgage, kid’s tuition, bills and house issues staring me in the face waiting for me to come up with a reasonable answer as to how each is going to be taken care of. I don’t have a reasonable answer. I don’t know how it’s all going get done. That is where my faith has been nurtured to maturity because I don’t have to know as long as I trust God can do it. I know about struggle!  It accompanies me every time I take a breath.  Thank you, God!  

See, here is where we learn that everything we thought was necessary means nothing because now we begin to see that, through God, our King, our Father, our Shepherd, we are not limited to the worlds’ resources. Within the struggle I also know the Word of God and call on His word to counter the struggle! See, I don’t just nestle into the struggle and welcome it, I claim those things God has spoken in my life, those things which are true! I have the victory in spite of the struggle and continue to praise and worship because of the struggle. We are not limited to what the earth most often fails to send our way; we are not limited by governmental structures! The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. We have no limit for God supplies and He is Lord and not bound by limits.  “O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.”  Psalm 34:8
Are we in a recession? Maybe, yes – maybe, no! But as a child of God I am not in a recession for I am in this world, not of this world. You and I are not limited to the resources of this world.  We have access to the abundance of resources that are in and of God. We are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26. We are His offspring and heirs of salvation through Christ. If we are His children, will He not do for us? Will He not supply our needs as He promised? Do you believe or are you still questioning, using what you know through your natural senses to articulate what is only found in the Spiritual? God is Lord of all and He will supply our specific needs. 

God will do it for you and me! Can you believe this? I believe it, but will God do if for me? I know what I believe.  You must be able to answer that question for yourself. The Word of God says, “… Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.” Acts 10:34  If you have to write this scripture on an index card and hang it everywhere just so you are reminded of His love for you, please do it!  God will take care of your needs.  He has done it before and has given testimony of His love for you and me through Christ Jesus. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

“What are you looking for”

Saints, have you ever questioned what you are looking for? What is it that you are specifically looking for, God to do that he has not already done? What I ask are we looking for?

God has supplied everything for us. He has given us dominion and set in motion those things which are needed to do a successful work in him. The question is; “do we believe his word”? Many times I would sit and ask God to help me, give me this or that, I can not do it because I don’t have what I need. I would stress excessively only everything because I was concentrating on what I saw in the nature, neglecting the obvious in the spiritual. I had everything I needed, but what I failed to do was to move. I stood waiting for God to do it, to give it, to work it out but I did not set my face to the hill from whence comes my help; Psalms 121:1. I instead pleaded for God to move, to come, and to help me get it done. God was simply saying I did it already; I supplied what you needed, just move forward and trust me. The word of God says; seek ye first the kingdom of God and all his righteousness, and everything (our needs) will be added unto us; Matthew 6:33. 

What is needed is for us not to wait for God to do it, but trust that what needs to be done has already been done! God has already done it, but we can not see it because we operate on a plain that is grounded in the natural. I don’t know about you, but I feel I have wasted too much time sitting waiting for the miracle to fall from the sky. I have been looking up when all I needed to do was to look in front of me for God had supplied what I was going to need to complete the work he had given to me. Jesus called the disciples by simply saying; follow me, and I will make you fishers of men; Matthew 4:19. Saints, the call has been given. We are to trust in our Lord and savior Christ Jesus. We can not hold to what we know logically because God is not a logical God. He is going to tell you to do some things that are illogical and look impossible. He is going to tell us to leave mother, father, sister and brother to come and follow after him. God will set us up for the blessing by using methods that are strange unfamiliar and down right questionable. Jesus said; he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me; Matthew 10:38. Don’t wait for what God has already given, you are worthy. Don’t ask for what you have the power to do already. Take up your cross and follow after Christ not for the rewards, but because of what he has done for you! Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends; John 15:13. Jesus laid his life down for you and me. He humbled himself and gave his life that we may have eternal life and live to receive of the Lord our God and father. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

What are You Looking For?

Saints, have you ever questioned what you were looking for? Specifically, what is it you’re looking for God to do that He hasn’t already done? What, I ask, are we looking for?

God has supplied everything for us. He has given us dominion over the earth and all that is in it and set in motion those things we need to successfully work in Him. The question is, “Do we believe His Word?” Many times I’d sit back and ask God to help me and give me this or that.  I’d tell Him, “I can’t do ‘this or that’” because I don’t have what I need. I would totally stress out over everything because I was concentrating on what I saw with my natural eyes, neglecting the obvious in the Spiritual. I had everything I needed, but what I failed to do was to move. I stood waiting for God to do it, to give it or work it out. But what I didn’t do was “[set my face] unto the hills from, whence comes my help.” Psalms 121:1.  Instead, I pleaded with God to move, to come, and to help me get it done. And God was saying, “I did it already, I supplied what you needed, just move forward and trust me.” But I couldn’t hear Him. The Word of God says, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and all his righteousness, and all these things (our needs) will be added unto [us].” Matthew 6:33. 

What we need to do is not sit around waiting for God to do it but, instead, trust that what is needed has already been accomplished! God has already done it, but we can’t see it because we operate on a plane that is grounded in the natural, rather than on a Spiritual plane. I don’t know about you, but I feel like I’ve wasted far too much time sitting around waiting for a miracle to ‘fall from the sky’. I have been looking up when what I needed to be doing was looking in front of me because God had already supplied what I was going to need to complete the work He had given me. Jesus called the disciples by simply saying, “… Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19.

Saints, the call has been given. We are to trust in Our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus. We can not depend on what we know logically because God is not a ‘logical’ God. He is going to tell you to do some things that seem totally illogical and look completely impossible. He is going to tell us to leave mother, father, sister and brother to follow after Him. God will set us up for the blessing by using methods that are strange, unfamiliar and downright questionable. Jesus said, “He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.” Matthew 10:38. Don’t wait for what God has already given, you are worthy. Don’t ask for what you already have the power to do. Take up your cross and follow after Christ … not for the rewards, but because of what He has done for you!

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13. Jesus laid His life down for you and me. He humbled Himself and gave His life that we may have eternal life and live to receive of the Lord our God and Father. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Level

I thought when I lost my husband that all hope was gone. I lay in my bed one night and told the Lord, “I can’t do it; there is nothing left for me to do but give up!” I wanted to die and felt as if I were already dead inside. I had lost hope that I could go on. My husband was everything to me. He was my source of strength and my encouragement. The Word of God says, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Psalms 18:2. 

Are we able to ‘hope against hope’? Can we hope ‘against’ what the bill collectors are saying? Hope, despite what the mortgage company is threatening? Can we hope when there is nothing visible to our eyes to hope in? Our brother Abraham believed “In hope against hope ...” Romans 4:18. How could he believe against hope? Against what the ancient world system would have him to believe? Against, what his physical body was told him could not possibly happen. Abraham simply believed the Word of God.

God spoke to me that night. I remember I was weeping uncontrollably when I laid my head upon my pillow. He told me that I was going to make it. He told me He was going to help to take care of my children, give me the strength to continue working and provide the necessary money to pay the bills.  He told me that He was head of the home that my husband and I had prayed so earnestly for. And you know, God only said, “Trust Me.”

What can we do when we’re feeling down and saying, “Lord, my hope is gone; how can I trust you when I have lost my visible hope?” Well, my brothers and sisters, that’s when we must be like Abraham. We must believe ‘against hope’. We must believe the Word of God. We must remember and believe His promise that He will not leave nor forsake us even in the midst of our most pivotal moment. 

I didn’t know it at the time, but I was moving toward another level in God, a level of increase. What had been taken was going to be restored … not in a person, but in a deeper relationship with my Lord. God is our strength, He is everything! My mistake, and the mistake most of us make, is placing a man or woman in front of God. We fail to acknowledge that only God reserves the right to be placed in the most honorable position in our heart.  God desires to move us into closer position, nearer to Him. This requires our moving to higher levels in God.

Things, my friends, will not remain the same. If we are committed to doing the will of God, we must realize that we must give up some things in order to receive from God. We must be willing to give up our attitudes, misconceptions, ideals, and ways of doing things. We are not of this world. We have a heavenly residence and what we see upon this earth is only temporal. We should not put our faith in what we see upon this earth, but in our Father who is in heaven. We have been infused with faith from above. Faith to stand firmly, faith to do the will of God, and faith to do what many tell us can not be done. We have the strength to carry on when we experience loss because we have the confidence that our loved ones are in Paradise and that we will see them again! Do not fear moving up to the next level in God. It may mean a loss of friends, jobs or relationships that we cherish. It may mean giving up what we thought we needed and was good for us to have. It may require us to move out of our comfort zone to get what God has for us! Come on, Saints, move to the next level in God!  Hallelujah!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

My Direction

The Word of the Lord says, “For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me.” Psalms 31:3. The Lord does, indeed, lead and guide us, but are we sensitive to His lead? 

Many times I have sat and cried out to the Lord, “Please lead me, please guide me, help me to make this decision, tell me what to do!” David “… enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go and smite these Philistines? And the LORD said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah.” 1 Samuel 23:2. And the Lord said unto David. Sometimes I feel as if God doesn’t hear me. I get into situations and look for His lead and guiding hand and … nothing. I hear nothing. I feel nothing. The Word of God says that David enquired of the Lord and the Lord answered Him. I understand, as most of us do, that God is no respecter of persons. What He will do for one of His children, He will most certainly do for the next. So, why didn’t I hear from the Lord in my desperate hour? 

We want God to move when we say move. We look to the Lord to come through on our terms.  When we call Him, we expect Him to show up. Sometimes I wonder who we think we are or, better yet, what do we really think about God? Are we reverencing Him as we should? Now, don’t get me wrong … our knowledge of the Lord’s promises in His Holy Word and our faith let us know that we have a right to expect God to come our assistance.  But to have such expectation based in an arrogant attitude of self-righteousness?  Not hardly! 

Saints, are we acknowledging that we serve a Holy God who is able to do all things? Or are we so consumed by our selfish needs and desires that we put them first and God second? This is a question that only can be asked and answered by each individual.  But I know there were many times I sought God for selfish reasons. I wanted Him to answer, to move, and to come when I wanted Him. Basically, I wanted God to move on my command. I guess you can see why I, at times, didn’t get my answer. Saints, again and again, I am learning it is not about us or our wants. The Word of God says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33.  If we are walking according to the Word of God and doing what God has called us to do, then everything else will be given to us. If, however, we are consumed with getting our wants and desires fulfilled, then we miss what this scripture is telling us. Seek first the kingdom of God, seek to do His will and carry out His purpose for our lives. 

The Word of God says, “… that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Isaiah 65:24. Saints, God’s ear is ever attentive to His children. He wants to move on our behalf.  Jesus told us, “… whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 14:13. It is not a question of whether God hears us or if He will move on our behalf. The issue is … are we asking for the right things? James said, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” James 4:3. When we ask ‘amiss’, we are not asking in a right or proper manner.  We are not asking as it pertains to the will of God. Saints, as we enter into the Holy of Holies, let us check ourselves at the door so that we may hear what “thus saith the Lord.” It is not about our time or what we want … it is about what God desires for us according to His purpose, will and plan for our lives and the lives of those we are set to influence. 
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

And God Said

I was thinking about the situation of the Children on Israel. I was meditating on how they worried about (what they thought was) their impending death at the hands of the Egyptian army which was hot on their trail. The Children on Israel, as you know, had just been released from bondage by Pharaoh.  However, Pharaoh changed his mind and decided to run after them and place them back into bondage. Moses, in order to ease their fear and encourage their hearts, said unto them, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.” Exodus 14:13. Saints, I love that verse! It is such a testament of how God is able to keep and protect His people … from that time even unto today. 

Moses simply said, “Fear not!” How many times do we become fearful at what we think is imminent? How many times do we cry and worry about the situation? We give up, lose hope, fret and become fearful all at the same time. Many times it’s not even about what has happened but what we think is going to happen. Our very perception of things is quite often our worst enemy. Moses said, “Fear not!” Why say “fear not” first? Well, because he sensed their fear coming on strong because of what they perceived was going to happen. They said, “For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.”  Exodus 14:-12  They would have rather served Pharaoh under bondage, despite the fact they had cried out to God … many times … to deliver them, than to be killed as they now thought would happen.  They perceived the worst because they did not have faith in the God who had brought them out of Egypt. (Somebody needs to remember today what God has made possible in their life.) God had showed Himself faithful, but fear set in.  And that fear transformed the thought processes of the Children of Israel and allowed false perceptions of their immediate future to seep into their belief of what was soon going to happen.

We, too, get fearful and want to move in directions that will only cause more damage. We get upset and look for answers in the natural realm even though God has already promised Spiritual victory. This is why Moses’ next statement was, “stand still.” He encouraged the Children on Israel to stand still.  Why?  He did not want them to move hastily and do something contrary to the plan God had for them. He did not want them to make a hasty decision that would cost them everything. Saints, how many times do fear and false perceptions cause us to make a move that we later regret?  We make the decision.  As soon as a state of relative calm sets in and we return to our ‘right minds’ … BAM! We realize we have just made a big mistake! The Word of God says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. What does fear do to our sound mind? It causes us to make hasty decisions, to move without thinking, and jump without looking. 

Moses then said with all confidence, “see the salvation of the Lord.” Just be still so that you can witness the salvation of the Lord. My sisters and brothers, stand still today in 2008 … you, too, will see the salvation of the Lord. See His might and power operate in the situation you are facing. Do you think that awful situation you’re staring down is unable to be changed by God?   Do you think God isn’t powerful enough to bring about a change and set forth His will upon this, His earth? Moses said, “see the salvation of the Lord.” Open your spiritual eyes through faith and see what God is able and willing to do for you, His child. The Lord showed the Children of Israel that the Egyptians, who were thought to be mighty and powerful … a force to be reckoned with … were going to be no more. Saints, your situation, your issue, and your problem are going to be no more! It is finished; you just have to walk in that truth. God has done it all before! All you have to do in 2008 is just walk in faith and believe!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

My Peace

I can’t explain it, but I feel good. I am in the natural realm and experiencing a crisis, but I have such peace. The Word of God says, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27.

I have such peace today!  Jesus said “… my peace I give to you: not as the world gives…” but I give. The world will give you temporary peace. Peace at a cost and a peace that will not last forever. The world’s view of peace thinks that peace comes when everything is right and good. But we know things are not always right and good. To have peace when our life is troubled, things look horrible, and defeat seems imminent well … we know that is the peace God gives to us. His peace is not based on how things look or feel but, rather, on our faith and what we believe to be true according to the Word of God. Jesus did not give us peace that can be explained in strictly human terms or be taken away. Jesus gives that kind of peace that lets you know you are in the will of the Lord; His is that peace that keeps you in line with the Word of God.  When I say, “I’m at peace within myself.” I don’t have to explain to you because, if you know the Lord, you don’t need further explanation. I have such peace today. I pray that this peace will be acknowledged by all my sisters and brothers. This is heavenly peace, this is eternal peace.  You know, when the bills are due, the children are acting up, we’re struggling in our marriage, and the threat of losing our job or home looms large on the horizon and we are not moved to stop trusting and having faith that God is able. 

It is God’s desire that we walk in peace today in spite of what it looks like or feels like. The Peace of God encompasses the strength and confidence we need to be able to understand in our heart, in our mind and in our gut that we see before us with our natural eyes is not able to change what we believe.  God said it … I don’t care what you say or what you are doing to the contrary. I can not be moved because you did not put me here and for sure you can not move me. It is about confidence, the confidence that even though the circumstances don’t look like they’re going to work for our good, the Word says, “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28. I believe the Word of God. God said it; so it must be true and it will come to pass according to His Word.

All things have worked, are working, and will work! There is nothing that is able to separate us from God or His purpose and plan for our lives. We have the victory and all the enemy can do is to highlight the negative.  He knows he’s been defeated! But he (the devil) tries to keep us in a state of total confusion. He tries to keep us from seeing that we’ve won and from seeing what God has given us. We have been given the victory and what we see in the natural realm is not what will be. 

The Word says, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. We should not be moved by what we see because the Word of God says otherwise! It is not about what we see, it’s about our faith. Do we have faith to believe beyond what we see? Can we stand firm and have faith in God? The Word of God says we can do all things through Christ.  We have the peace to stand in the midst of negativity, in the midst of what is going on in the world. Remember we are not of this world.  We are Ambassadors sent to do a work and to represent the Kingdom of Heaven and of God!
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If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Ambassadors of Heaven

I love this term for those who have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of their lives. We are ‘Ambassadors of Heaven’! Do you know what that means? It means we are officials of the highest rank, appointed and accredited by God Himself! We have been sent to spread the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ! What an awesome assignment we have! 

Saints, we have been equipped, empowered, and instructed to lead those who dwell in darkness to the marvelous light of Christ Jesus! We are authorized messengers … God Almighty has called us to do His work. We are fulfilling the will of God upon earth! Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30. We are not here to seek our own wills but, rather, the will of the Father. 

We are citizens of earth and Ambassadors of Heaven … but this is not our home. This is where many of us make a mistake. We do not belong here. We are only here to bring forth the Word of God.  We are to live out His Word as a light to others who do not know Him. We are examples, heaven-sent examples, called to live the Word and share the Word of God. We live here Saints, but we’re not supposed to get too comfortable. We must remember that we are from heaven and will return there when God calls us home. Our drive should be to tell as many as possible about the Lord and tell what God has done for each of us. The Word of God says, “… our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Philippians 3:20. Our conversation, attitude and behavior should be heavenly and not of this world. 

Saints, sometimes we forget who we are in God.  We worry and lose hope as if the situations and limitations of this world have an affect on us. God is in control! The Word of God says, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” 1 John 3:1. The world doesn’t know God; therefore, we aren’t recognizable to the world because we are not of this world. So why do we attempt to be of the world when the world lets us know (kindly or unkindly) we are not accepted? We try to dress, act, and involve ourselves in the things of the world only to find that what the world is offering us is flawed and always temporary. Sometimes, we even introduce the things of the world into our church services and fellowship. We want to be friendly and accepting so we attempt to integrate that which should not be integrated into our lives and/or into our churches. To appeal to the masses we compromise instead of standing firmly on what we know is true. 

We have the Word, Saints, and the Word is true and needs no help.  Remember, “The Word of God is quick, powerful, and sharper than any two-edge sword and is able to pierce.” Hebrews 4:12. God does not need us to add or take away from His Word. In fact the Word specifically warns against doing such a thing.  “… If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book.” Revelation 22:18.  We must come to understand that nothing in this world should be satisfying to us simply because what should please or fulfill us are the things of God, those heavenly things only God is able to provide. Let’s begin to behave like Ambassadors and, as the Word commands, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2. 
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Good Morning, Saints! The power of God dwells in me. 

Be Not Conformed

The Word of God says, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2.  Look carefully at those words, Saints; we are to be “transformed by the renewing of our mind.” We are to meditate on the Word of God continually … day and night. 

In case you never thought about it, Saints, we are indeed transformed by renewing our minds. When we are born, we are born with a sin nature. We have an innate ability to sin. We have to learn who we really are and find out our purpose. The only way we can learn these things is to be “trained up” in the Word of God from a young age. As parents, our job is to raise our children in the way they should go so that when they are old they will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6. We must instruct and equip our children so that they not only have knowledge of the Word of God but also know who they are in God. The Word of God says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge ...” Hosea 4:6. Saints, we are not to be conformed to this world. The sin which captured this world and its view of life and living is not something we are to associate with. The Word tells us, “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:17. 

How are our children going to learn of the Lord if we are living our lives conformed to the ways of the natural world.  How can they learn when we have attached ourselves to that which God has commanded us leave behind? How are we going to instruct our children in the Word of God when we fail to study the Word for ourselves? The Word of God says, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. God wants us to “train up” our children!  But we must get into the Word of God ourselves and in order to teach our children the ways of God. Many of our children lack reverence for Almighty God. They do not know of His love, faithfulness, and might. Unfortunately, many of us parents haven’t been doing the things we should do in order to draw closer to the Lord. We allow ourselves to get so caught up trying to ‘fit in' places we don’t even belong. We are supposed to infuse the hearts, minds and souls of our children and those we meet with the Word of God. How can we do this when we’re always worrying, fearing, doubting, and questioning God? How are we good, faithful examples to our children when we praise God on Sunday morning, but by Sunday evening we are cursing, hitting, screaming and acting like we’ve lost our natural born minds? 

God is calling us today.  We’ve got to take back those Godly things we let go of as we seek to live in this world.  Take back those things that are imperative for us to live faithful, Godly lives. We’ve got to meditate on His Word so that we can teach His Word to our children – not leaning on own understanding, but in all our ways acknowledging God. Trust the Lord!  The Word of God says, “Is the LORD'S hand waxed short? [has it become short or has it become inadequate]  Thou shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.” Numbers 11:23.  You must believe that God’s Word will come to pass! Come on now, let us get back on the right track and begin to “train up” our children in the Word and the ways of Almighty God!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

tonya@godswordspoken.com
www.godswordspoken.com
If you have a desire to know the Lord, to hear His voice and to have relationship with Him, this is your opportunity.  Please pray Prayer of Salvation below: 

God, I recognize that I have not lived my life for You up to now. I have been living for myself and that is wrong. I need You in my life; I want You in my life. I acknowledge the completed work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in giving His life for me on the cross at Calvary, and I long to receive the forgiveness you have made freely available to me through this sacrifice. Come into my life now, Lord. Take up residence in my heart and be my king, my Lord, and my Savior. From this day forward, I will no longer be controlled by sin or the desire to please myself, but I will follow You all the days of my life. Those days are in Your hands. I ask this in Jesus' precious and holy name. Amen."

The next step you must take is to find yourself a place to worship – a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church – that will help you to understand your salvation and who you are in Jesus Christ.  You will also greatly benefit by having time to fellowship with like-minded Christians who will support you as you grow in the Lord.
