Good Morning Saints! God is awesome and so are you!

With Me







August 1st, 2007
Saints, have you ever notice that God continually reminds us that He is with us? Psalms 118.6 tells us, “The LORD is on my side.” Saints, the Lord is on your side to deliver, set free, heal, comfort, and restore us. We no longer have to be prisoners held by our thoughts and imaginations. The Word of the Lord tells us to “fear not; because God is with us” Isaiah 41:10. Saints, God is an active participant in our lives. He is not just idly standing by, simply going along for the ride with each of us throughout our days and our lives. He is actively doing and working and moving so that everything that happens in our lives works for our good. But this can’t happen if we fail to acknowledge God and move toward Him through faith. Remember our faith activates God to move toward us and ignites His hand to move on our behalf. 

How many of you have felt alone and abandoned? How many times have you been disappointed when the promises of others turn out to be empty?  How many times have others made commitments to you … either a commitment of friendship or love or perhaps a commitment to do something tangible for you, then turned around and walked away as if nothing were ever said? How many of us have been left standing wondering when, how, where and if the person we trusted was ever going to show up? Some of us were in danger of losing all because we trusted and believed in a person to deliver and help us rather than looking right beside ourselves for the only One who is always able to do what we expect, and what He promises. We really have to internalize the truth that God is with us everywhere we go. Psalms 139 reminds us that we can not go anywhere God will not be. The Word of God says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1. God never leaves nor forsakes us, when we are experiencing good times, and when things are not so good. God is still there moving and operating on our behalf … He is present. The Spirit of the Lord dwells within us and the Word reminds us that “God dwells in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 1 John 4:12. We are never alone, never without the love of God, never are we without the presence of God in our lives. Saints that is an awesome thing! The Word of God tells us “greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4. 
There seems to be a raging war going on inside of our minds … our emotions and feelings deceive us into believing whatever picture painted before us. We are continually being deceived, but it is our job to turn to our Lord who is standing right by our side waiting for us to operate in faith and activate a move from Him. Saints, God is greater than whatever our minds can imagine.
Have you ever been so caught up in emotions and feelings that you imagined all sorts of things and began to act based on those thoughts?  There’s no proof that any of our thoughts contain even a hint of truth, but our imaginations were so strong we could not even acknowledge that God was there by our side waiting to move through our faith. We have actually taken action on something we imagined … something that never even happened. Think about that for a moment. We can look at person and think to ourselves, “she thinks she’s cute” or “they act like they know it all,” or maybe we imagine that they’re talking about us … or whatever our mind envisions. The person in question hasn’t actually done anything. They may just be sitting next to you, but something inside us convinces us that the person is against us and we believe we must react before they do something that will hurt us. So we listen and we act.  Maybe we don’t speak to them all; maybe we just start rumors about them and speak against their character. The point is that person never did anything to you, our imaginations and thoughts coupled with all of the insecurities and issues we have yet not dealt we were able to formulate a distorted picture that is contrary to the truth. 
We have made many wrong and hurtful decisions all because we failed to bring God into our thoughts and because we haven’t cast down imaginings that try to exalt themselves against the knowledge of God. The knowledge of God is truth! We allow our very thoughts to rise above the truth of God. Remember “God keeps our minds in perfect peace if our mind stays on him!” Isaiah 26:3. He is right there by our side and all we have to do is acknowledge Him. Again God reminds us that “His peace passes all understanding, and it will keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7. Saints, this is a truth that God desires us “to get” because it is essential to our living an abundant life. 
If God is standing there by our side, if he has promised never to leave us and to help, uphold, and deliver us then we should also realize that whatever we are going through … be it physical, emotional, psychological, or spiritual God is able to deliver us from its hold. He is a very active participant in our lives and our faith – yours and mine -- activates God to move because it ignites the power that is within us.
Who dwells in you … why the Spirit of the Lord, of course? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, God is good and worthy of our praise!

Determination






August 2nd 2007
Is your future determined by what you allow to enter in your mind? Can your imagination and thoughts move you to act or react? Can they determine what lies ahead for you? Paul said, “…but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before ...” Philippians 3:13. Saints, Paul decided that the Excellency of Christ was worth more than what he had ever learned in the secular world. But what of his thoughts? What kept him focused and determined to move forward? Your thoughts will determine your future because your thoughts are dependant upon what you believe in and that can either bring prosperity or defeat. 

When you think about the determination of Paul in spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ what drove him was the idea of pushing past the norm and doing things according to the will of the Lord. Paul viewed himself a “wretched man … [and asked] who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Romans 7:24. He knew his thoughts had to change because every thought originate in the heart and his heart had to be filled with truth and activated by faith.  We know that “…faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ.” Romans 10:17. He realized that he couldn’t do it on his own; he needed the Lord’s intervention to help bring every thought into obedience. Paul said, “… with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.” Romans 7:25.  

Yesterday, the Lord ministered to us by letting us know He is right here with us, nearer than we think. We also saw how our thoughts can move us into action and how that action is sometimes based on what we perceive via our imagination which is not always based upon truth.

What are you thinking about today? Do you believe that you will prosper, excel, be blessed, and have what you desire? Or are you bound by thoughts of defeat, worry, shame, doubt, and fear? The Word of the Lord tells us to “Delight [ourselves] also in the Lord: and he shall give [us] the desires of our heart.” Psalms 37:4. If we are delighting ourselves in the Lord and our focus is on carrying out His will and moving into the purpose and plan He has for each of our lives, we would not have time to spend on negative thoughts or allowing our imaginations to carry us to places that are contrary to the Word of God.

Just think if we were to commit to believe the Word of the Lord and begin to speak the same things God speaks, our thoughts would be good and nothing to the contrary. We would have learned that our actions powered by our thoughts will be in line with one another. The Word of the Lord says we have the power to “Cast down every imagination, and high thing that tries to exalt itself up against the knowledge of God and we can bring every thought into the obedience of Christ Jesus.” 2 Corinthians 10:5.  Saints, we have the power given to us by God to bring every thought into obedience. We can bring every thought into subjection to the will and power of God – that means every thought that is not of God, every thought that is against truth, and every thought that is not good.

The Word of the Lord tells us, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11. As God knows the thoughts he thinks toward us, we to must exercise thoughts of love, peace, and joy. Only through believing in the Word of God and what it says about us, says to us, and promises us, can we operate in a positive abundant way. How do we do this? James said, “We are tempted when we are drawn away of our own lust and enticed.” James 1:14. We are tempted when we are drawn away. How are we drawn away? By the very thoughts we allow to take control and precedence in our lives. We allow our thoughts to go unchecked and if we continue to allow them to run off into places we know are not good or right, we run the risk of being drawn into that which is against God, His commandments, and truth. The Word tells us, “But I say unto you, that whosoever looks on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” Matthew 5:28. It begins with a thought, is elevated to lust, and is then manifested as sin -- all because of a thought.

See, Saints, it does not begin with the physical act; it begins with the single thought we allowed to go unchallenged. How many times have we sat and allowed our thoughts to go off and failed to bring them back into submission? How many countless hours have we spent imagining the unspeakable, the worst, only to be left with the physical ramifications of stress … and everything turned out just fine. The situation wasn’t anything like we thought or imagined. Our thoughts can determine our future only if we fail to take control and bring them into submission to the very Word of God. The Word of God is truth; every thought contrary to truth is a challenge to that truth.  Remember, it is the enemy’s job to help take our thoughts to the very limit so that we react to the thought as if it were true.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Christ Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Why not try?

Take the Initiative






August 3rd, 2007
Many of us have been told by our parents to take the initiative, get up and do something, don’t just sit around as if there is nothing we can do. But just how many of us dare to take the initiative? Let’s get personal … have you stepped out and trusted God in reference to your purpose and destiny? Are you now able to leave doubt and fear and step out in faith to move into the purpose God has for your life? I wonder!  Saints, “God can do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” Ephesians 3:20.  But we must operate in that power so that we can receive all that God has for us.

Did you know you were created to do the extraordinary, to mount the un-mountable? You can “do all things through Christ which strengthens you.” Philippians 4:13. God has given each of us a specific assignment.  That assignment places us near people God has placed in our lives so that we can connect with them to inspire, encourage, empower and help them move into the purpose God has planned for their lives. It is a cycle of enormous power and strength all of which begins in God. The Word of the Lord says, “so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one member’s one of another.” Romans 12:5. We are members of each other and we ignite each other by stepping out and doing what God has purposed us to do. You are not alone … you are assigned to someone and someone is assigned to you. You must take the initiative to activate so that someone may be ignited.

We must each dare to step out and evoke change.  Jesus said “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19. Jesus gave us power but we have not begun to operate in that power.   Instead we choose to try to operate in our own strength only to be disappointed and fall back into the ordinary. Remember, our self-worth is not found in others -- it should be grounded in God only. Only then can we imagine taking the initiative to do the extraordinary. We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus but we can not see past our own ability. Get that Saints … we have ability that we know of and are confident in, but we have no clue as to what God can enable us to do if we but take the initiative!!! 

As our brother Peter took the initiative to want to do the extraordinary by asking Jesus, “if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.” Matthew 14:28. We, too, must take the initiative and ask, “Lord, what will you have me do?” Peter had the desire to take the initiative … to ask.  Saints, we don’t even have the desire to ask because we are fearful and doubtful. But the Word of the Lord says, “ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matthew 7:7. Saints, take the initiative today to do what you’ve wanted to do but didn’t have the strength, will, or faith to do. Many of you held back because of people and relationships that profited you nothing.  Today, seek out those things you have been imagining you can do, but could not see the way. Knock on the heart of the Lord for He wants to hear from you and He wants to help you walk in your purpose and destiny! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good; we miss his intentions sometimes because we fail to adhere to all of his principles.

The Atonement





August 6th, 2007
Saints, who reconciled humanity back to God? Who atoned for our sins? I’ve often wondered about people who have a hard time believing in Jesus Christ. What exactly are they having trouble believing? Many will say it’s possible to get to God without going through Christ Jesus. Some assert that we don’t need to believe in or accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior in order to be reconciled to God. Still others have difficulty believing that Christ and God are one. They can not accept the Trinity.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. Now, if these same people don’t believe the Word of God (Bible), then how can they ever believe what God has spoken divinely through the men he chose? 

Saints, many of us have sinned again and again and we have decided in our minds that there is no hope, no way of escape. God, in His love for us, gave us hope and that hope is found in Jesus.

Some people, however, do not want to accept the gift of God that is Christ Jesus.  They prefer to look and search all over creation for something other than Christ to pave the way to access God. Saints, “God, so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.  If we don’t believe the bible is the Word of God then surely we must know that we can not just come before a Mighty God and expect Him to hear and acknowledge us. The law of kingship is this:  No one is permitted in the presence of a King without someone ushering you into his company.  In the past and, to a certain extent, even today, a visitor … even an expected visitor … or a petitioner is expected to bring gifts in order to even be considered for an audience with the King. Now, if this is true of earthly kings how much more, Saints, do you think this law of kingship applies to the Creator of the Universe, the Great I AM?  Saints, those who do not believe that Christ is a necessary mediator between God the Father and mankind have missed something that’s incredibly important – namely, God is holy and we just can not walk, talk, or present ourselves to a holy God. In the Old Testament the Children of Israel could not just go to God, they had to go through a priest who had to offer a sacrifice … not only the Children of Israel but for himself as well. These priests were not just any priests, but were of the tribe of Levi, priests of the Levitical order. Those recognized and selected “by God for the priesthood of the LORD was their inheritance.” Joshua 18:7.  Read also the book of Numbers. 

We are sinners saved by grace, our salvation is through Christ “herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10.  Christ over came, gained, and reconciled us back to God, but we fail to acknowledge Him or what He did so that we can access God. Christ died for us, shed his blood for you and me, made it possible that we can “come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16.  No one should have to convince any of us of this truth because the Word of God speaks for itself, it gives account of itself and all we have to do is open to receive for the Word of God is “quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12.

The Word of God has a way of changing the hardest of hearts because it is the very, spoken Word of God. It can transform lives and no other religion, god, or self proclaimed spiritualism has the power to change lives. Saints, if you have been bringing the Gospel to those who are lost, held captive, and are in need of hope but your words have fallen on deaf ears … you are not to get upset. Jesus said this, “…and whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.” Matthew 10:14.

“We are confident in this very thing it is not we that speak, but the Spirit of our Father which speaks in us.” Matthew 10:20. The blessed thing about the Word of God is that it does not change. Yes, we see variations of translations but the Word remains the same. The variations in translations are a stumbling block to many, but the Word tells us, “every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose, and action).” 2 Timothy 3:16.  Saints, do not cast the Word of God down without studying and searching for truth yourself.  We can not change the Word of God for the word tells us, “the grass withered, the flower fades: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.” Isaiah 40:8. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so awesome, what happens when you fail to recognize his greatness?

The Pit






August 7th, 2007
Saints, have you ever felt as if you were in a pit? The light of the exit shines upon your face, you can get out but your body is heavy and it seems you are unable to get up. You are weighed down by this feeling of heaviness, sadness and memories of a life you used to know.  You’re feeling empty and lonely to the point you just can’t comprehend what you’re going through … all you can say is, “I can’t explain it, but I know something is wrong?” 

Sometimes we are so filled with pain and hurt, we can not figure out what’s happening due to the fact that we can’t concentrate, we can’t focus.  We allow thoughts of defeat to wear us down and take authority over our ability to make sound judgments. Sadness is something we each experience, but sadness in and of itself does not have the power to hold or keep us locked in a pit. Saints, we live in desperate times and it is our commission to move out of our feelings and emotions for the Word says, “you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality), for salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah).” Romans 13:11 (Amp). We must all awake from the stupor we have allowed ourselves to get into. The pit gets deeper as you pile on unnecessary worries and anxieties … all of which deceive you into thinking that you are unable to move and climb out of the pit. The pit does not have you; you are in control of the space, depth, and width of the pit by your own thoughts. The exit has not moved, it is still in sight, but you dim the light with your thoughts which are contrary to God and truth. You are not alone, “The LORD is on your side; You should not fear: what can man do unto you?” Psalms 118:6. Move out, God is on your side! Why should you be fearful, lonely, and in despair God is with you! Almighty God is by your side. What command and authority you possess all because God is by your side! Even in your pit of affliction which you have dug God is still by your side, his hand is stretched out still. You can not remain in the pit of afflictions for God tells us; many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivers him out of them all. Psalms 34:19. But it is our job to move in the power and might of God. It is God that girds you with strength, and makes your way perfect. Psalms 18:32.
It is amazing how we only can see our situation and fail to acknowledge that we are not the only one going through a time of stillness. We mistake stillness for loneliness; we fail to realize that God’s word encourages us; to be still, and know that I am God: Psalms 46:10. We must be still and not allow our thoughts and imaginations to draw us into a pit we find difficult to escape. God is Lord and thee is none else. God is able to provide, care for, nourish, protect, lead, and guide us where he desires we go. If we can just get to a place in God where we are so confident that nothing is able to separate the love God has for us, we would have conquered the pit and its false comfort and control. Saints, the pit you may be acquainted with is nothing new for the word of God tells us; there is no new thing under the sun; Ecclesiastes 1:9. Many of our brothers and sisters in Christ have felt as if they could not get up and move out due to something holding them down, this to shall pass, for it is not God’s desire that you suffer needlessly. You have a purpose and part of that purpose understands that persecution will come but the word of the Lord comforts us as such; persecution shall not keep us from the love of God, Romans 8:35. So it is your state of mind which will transform your situation and move you to exit the pit.  

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good and all I can say is give God a chance!

How I Overcame …





August 8th, 2007
Saints, do you have a story of how you overcame? Are you able to identify some area in your life where you overcame some things by the power of God? What do you do when you are hurt, confused, angry, tired and just plain can’t take it anymore? Who do you go to for advice when no one is available? Who do you call when the phone is disconnected?

Many turn to drugs or alcohol to numb the pain and dull the senses.  Others know that there is no comfort that can be found outside of God.  Saints, the Word tells us, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion, and the God of all comfort.” 2 Corinthians 1:3.  “To him [/her] that overcomes,” Jesus said, “I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.” Revelations 3:21  Saints, we are expected to overcome every adversity because God said, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10. 

God is with us, that we may have the victory! Why?   Because, Saints, we are more than the hurt, pain, shame, guilt, or ‘whatever’ any other human being can ever do to you. When things don’t quite go your way, what do you do? When you can not get the answer you want, do you turn back? Paul said, “forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” Philippians 3:13. Saints, we must push forward even though it hurts.  When we feel used, abused, and plain discarded, we must push forward. The pain caused us by the actions of a loved one or spouse is the worst. That pain breeds doubt, fear, shame, and guilt. How do we overcome the pain caused when a loved one has “done us wrong?” How do we begin to move forward in anything when we have been misled, lied to and used? Saints, the power of being able to move forward is in each of us. We decide whether we are going to allow what happened to us to defeat us or stunt our spiritual and emotional growth or catapult us forward. Depending upon of how we respond to the situation, we can be strengthened by what we go through. The Word tells us, “If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.” Proverbs 24:10. 

Does a decision to move forward negate the hurt and pain we feel? No, of course not, but our decision to reach forth gives us the strength and the wisdom to move on and not allow what has happened in our lives to get in the way of our progress!  Remember, we have the power!  God has given us the keys of heaven, so that we may loose and bind those things which try to come against us to halt the purpose and plan God has for our lives.  Saints, one of the breakthrough prayers we must pray is this:  God I bind my “Will” to that of your “Will”. Why? Because Jesus felt alone, neglected, fearful in the Garden of Gethsemane and said to His Father, “if thou be willing, remove this cup (the sacrifice He had to endure for our sakes) from me …” but Saints, in that moment of weakness, fear, hurt, and utter shame Jesus knew the power of prayer and the power of His ability to bind his will to that of the Father’s. Jesus said, “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” Luke 22:42.  Sometimes the things we want to do are not profitable for us. We want to retaliate, get back at the person who has hurt us in some way, and cause the same pain to come upon another person. But Saints, our power is in whether our response is grounded in God. Saints, the grass is not greener on the other side, it is just another shade of green. Don’t move out because of hurt and pain; we mustn’t allow the pain to so cloud our judgment that we miss our blessing. 

Okay, all that sounds good, but how do we apply these principles to our life? We pray and praise. Saints, there is power in prayer and praise. When we have had enough, when the tears are streaming down our cheeks, when our heart has been broken in two, and the pain, radiates within our throat, we must pray and praise!  Prayer my sisters, my brother changes things, for the Word of God says “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16. We can not remain the same after we have been in the presence of the Lord through prayer and praise. God inhabits the praises of His people! His Spirit is upon us to do that which we would have never thought we’d be able to do!

God is awesome, and so are you if you continue in Him!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God desires that we walk and hear truth everyday, hour, and minute!

My Power






August 9th 2007
Where does your power lay, and how are you accessing it? Saints, yesterday God revealed to us the power we have in prayer and praise. We talked about how we can overcome our trials and tribulations by our response. Today, I believe the Lord wants to take us further in this truth.

The enemy seeks to destroy the Children of God through false beliefs that cause emotional turmoil. Saints, our lives are not what they seem to be today. God has not left us nor has He forsaken us, so please … we need to change the way we have been thinking. God said, “we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” Romans 8:37.  We are more and “no one is able to bring any charge against God’s elect, [because] it is God that justifies.” Romans 8:33.  Saints, we must hold our heads up high and know that we are more; we can and will overcome all if we stand firm and believe in who we are and what we are able to accomplish in God. 

We also saw yesterday that we have power, but we rarely use that power. Why, because we allow emotions and feelings that are contrary to God’s truth to rule over us in such a way that we can not make rational and wise decisions. 

Let’s think about a normal day in our lives. The enemy will bring thoughts and images that are contrary to Divine truth to our minds throughout any given day. We suffer internally and react externally by lashing out at others or showing signs of anger and frustration … all of which have nothing to do with the power God has placed in us to rebuke, condemn, and cast down the enemy. We take the ‘path of least resistance’ … the easy way, it seems right at the time … but in the end it only leads to destruction. The Word of the Lord says, “There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12. When we fail to react according to the Word of God, we are in jeopardy of strengthening the negative hold the enemy tries to place upon us. Saints, we are more and we must operate in that truth by not allowing our situations to move us into actions that can possibly cost us everything. 

God is speaking to us who are seasoned in the faith … those of us who claim to know the Lord and are full of Word and truth. It tends to be these very people who lose it, so to speak, and fail to operate in the truth they claim to know. For whatever reason, many seasoned Saints are not operating in the fullness of the power God has supplied them.  They will sometimes allow external incidents to determine what action they take just as if they’d only come to the Lord yesterday.  God doesn’t care how long we have been saved. If we are not producing the fruits we claim, we have no reason to boast.  God provides us with truth and we either accept it or reject it.  But know that God loves us enough to speak and to stretch forth His hand even when we are not operating in the fullness of our capacity. 

The Word of The Lord says, “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.” Isaiah 55:6.  God is saying … seek me to share all of that you are experiencing right now; inquire of me; come let us reason together; let us plead together. Don’t give in to the pain and hurt but instead pray to Him, praise Him, and seek God while he is to be found.

Saints, God provided this revelation about the word “found.”  God is standing at the door of our hearts … visible, so to speak, spiritually … but we have failed to call upon Him. This is what “found” represents … God is to be “found” because He is so near to you. 

Now, let us each think of a problem we may have.  The solution to the problem is standing right in front of us but because of pride and the illumination of self, we ignore what is in front of us. God is saying, “I will not always stand this close” so you must seek while He is to be found and inquire while His ear is so near. 

Saints, God knows what each of us is going through and knows the pain we are feeling even now.  But the Word of God says, “For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15. We have a high priest … Jesus! He felt what we feel today yet was without sin.  Jesus was very much aware He was being persecuted and used by the very people He had ministered to, healed, and fed.  He knew He was being treated badly and hurt by the very disciples He had taught for three years.  But He stood firm because He knew He was more than what had been presented to them. Jesus said, “Verily, verily, (truly, truly) I say unto you, ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.” John 6:26.

He was aware of their intent and so must we be.  It is also why we must stay in prayer and praise for it is in those intimate moments we share with the Lord that He reveals to us things we need to know about ourselves and about others. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good and worthy to be praised!

I Need a Touch





August 10th 2007
Saints, have you ever been drawn into your own sadness, confusion, and frustration? I mean have you ever just sat and felt sorry for yourself? We tend to do just that when we fail to understand the power of God. The power God has in touching us in the place where we can’t reach, can not identify or express to others, a place so deep and dark that we don’t even know where it originated. Our brother David knew of this place for he said, “Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.” Psalms 88:6. When David was on the run from Saul, he hid out in many caves -- his deep dark place was not only experienced inwardly but was evident on the outside as well. But he knew that even in the darkest of places … whether externally or internally …God was able to meet him there! God, Saints, “reveals the deep and secret things: he knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him.” Daniel 2:22. Our deep dark place is only deep and dark in our eyes, not in the eyes of the Lord. 

I have fought long and hard to find joy, peace, and love as most of you have, I imagine. But, Saints, why do we put so much pressure on ourselves only to end up feeling the same way we did when we first started our little expedition? Why, because we look for all the right things in the wrong places. Saints, God is able to give us rest, peace, and joy in spite of what we face and how we feel. God is able, but we must seek His touch in order to reap His blessings upon our lives. The Word of the Lord says, “So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about (on every side).” 2 Chronicles 20:30. God gave the realm of Jehoshaphat rest because Jehoshaphat trusted in God to move on his behalf, to meet him when he was in need, and to care for him as he had promised. His realm was at rest ‘round about’. Saints, how many of you are seeking rest, seeking rest in your home, on your job, in the midst of the people in your realm? How many of you are in need of rest? God is able to quiet your spirit, bring calmness to your home and make you to be still in him.

Today, someone needs to have their mind at rest.  Your thoughts are contrary to the promises of God and your imagination is entrapping you daily. God wants to touch you and give you what you need that “your sleep may be sweet.” Proverbs 3:24. If you trust in God, many things will be revealed and opened to you, many things that you will be able to do and take possession of -- fear not … trust in God who is able. You may hurt now, but it is only for a season. You may be in need of rest but it is on the horizon if you will just lift your head from the pillow.  Dry the tears from your eyes, and look to the hill from whence comes your help! 

Saints, the Word of God says, “the whole multitude sought to touch him (Jesus): for there went virtue (power) out of him, and healed them all.” Luke 6:19. Saints, all you desire or stand in need of is found in the Lord, because “there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.” Matthew 10:26. God is able to reveal the secret of your dark place. It may be a place you need to be for a season to draw nearer to God.  It may represent a ‘holding station’ station for you where God wants you to rest in Him so that you may be victorious in all you set out to do and all that God has placed before you. It may be, Saints, the place you need – just like your brother David -- so that God can prepare in you those principles needed for you to excel in the blessings God has for your life. David was to be King.  Through the Grace of God, you may be set to overtake, possess, claim, walk in, or even move into something greater! 

Your place of darkness is not so deep that God can not touch you and bring you forth. Your place of darkness is not too ugly or shameful that the love of God can not reach in and bring forth His marvelous light. You are His child and nothing is able to separate His love for you. Not even the dark place you have allowed to overtake you.  Even there, God can still see, touch, and hear you. You may need to cry out and that’s okay because what you desire in your spirit is only found in God. What you need at this moment in your life is God and no one else. Who can bring joy to you?  The joy of mankind is only for a moment because it is of this world.  Who can bring peace your way?  The peace of mankind will only last as long as that person is feeling good and is in good spirits him/herself.  Who can touch you in the place you are trying so desperately to hide? Saints, to put it simply only God can touch you where you desire to be touched, and heal you of the things you have allowed to smother you for so long.

You do not have to remain in a state of confusion, delusion, or fear for God is with you to deliver you and bless you. God said, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” Isaiah 41:10. God wants to help you, strengthen you, and be with you in your dark place so that He can touch you and bring you to His marvelous light so that you need fear nothing or anyone ever again.  For within the light and love of Our Lord, what can mankind really do unto you?

People may hurt us and bring unimaginable pain into our lives, but we make the choice to determine whether we are going to be locked in fear because of what they did or get up, dust ourselves off, and walk into the loving hands of God. No one person should be able to stop you, or bring you down so far that you lose sight of what God has placed before you. Not even you!  God wants to touch you and bring you back into the light.

Saints, you must remember the promises of God.  God is able to meet you in your darkest place for He is light, “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.” John 12:46. If you believe, today, that God can touch you in your darkest of places then you are promised by God that you shall not to abide in darkness! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is with you, He will never to leave your side!

August 13, 2007

Series of Events

Saints, did you know the Lord allows specific events to come upon us so that we are well equipped for the purpose and plan He has destined for our lives?  Notice something, Saints, I didn’t say the Lord causes specific events – I said He allows specific events to occur in our lives.  There is a BIG difference. They are a “Series of events which lead to an expected end” Remember the word of God says, “all things work together for our good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28.  If you believe today that everything that happens to you is working for your good … in spite of what it feels like, looks like, or even sounds like … then you will come out the victor!

Have you ever been hurt and experienced pain to the point you just wanted to give up and forget everything you’ve ever learned and forget about all the blessings you have received in life?  For many, the result of the pain caused by someone we love and care for is a temporary spiritual and emotional uncertainty … a tendency to pull away from God, draw inward and, consequently, fall into some degree of psychological depression.  Still others will unaccountably determine within themselves that living for the Lord just isn’t worth the trouble.

But, Saints, the Word of God says, all things … whether painful, hurtful, frustrating, bad, good, negative, positive … all things are working for our good. I know God wants us to grasp this truth and hold it close to our hearts! It is a truth that while God wants us to be prosperous in all we do, the fact is we are going to experience some things that may cause us to cry, break down, get angry, feel frustrated, and even question if we are doing the right thing in believing in God at all!  Saints, “Just as Christ's [own] sufferings fall to our lot [as they overflow upon His disciples, and we share and experience them] abundantly, so through Christ comfort (consolation and encouragement) is also [shared and experienced] abundantly by us.” 2 Corinthians 1:5. We are comforted in all we go through, but we fail to acknowledge that comfort because we are led by our feelings and emotions. Saints, allow no situation to overshadow what you are purposed to do in God. 

Our very faith may be challenged everyday. We are stressed, stretched, and pulled beyond measure sometimes, but still we must hold on and believe. The events that take place in our lives are meant to get us to a place where we can receive what God has for us. How can you expect to be blessed if you are not living a life which is pleasing to God? Many times God will move certain people out of our way or move us out of a job or away from a situation that will not help us move in the direction needed to get what God has for us. The events that take place in our lives are allowed and controlled by God to help us. It may not feel good at the time, but God doesn’t deal with feelings and emotions, only with the spirit because therein lies our strength, core of life, and ability to reason. The Word of God says, “It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing.” John 6:63. Saints, there is no profit in our feelings and emotions for they change with the weather, day, time, and circumstance. Unfortunately, we humans place most of our stock in how we feel at any given moment. We even go as far as to make major decisions based on how we feel, what someone has done to us, our emotional state at the time, and other incidental and inconsequential internal and external information. 

Our flesh craves touch, satisfaction, gratification, and more. There is no pleasing the flesh; we can only provide it with a temporary fix. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16.  According to the Word of God, everything we are experiencing in life is set to increase us not decrease us.  These events are for our good, to move us out of our comfort zones. Saints, it is about obedience. Will we be obedient to what God is trying to do in our lives? Will we let go of what has happened and look beyond what is standing in front of us? Can we trust God enough that when He weeds out certain people in our lives and moves us out of our comfort zone to understand that it was for our good? Or will we fight against the change and try to hold onto whoever and whatever God wants to remove? We must make a decision today as to where we stand and where we want to be in God.

Don’t allow hurt and pain to rule your life and inspire you to react in a way that is contrary to God. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is wonderful and only a personal touch could possibly make that known to you!

August 14, 2007

My Trust

Saints, has your belief in someone ever been challenged? Have you ever questioned whether someone you know, trust, and believe in was being honest with you? Have you ever had problems trusting again because the one you trusted betrayed you in one way or another? God wants us to trust in Him completely.  He wants us to “lean not to your own understanding [but] in all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.” Proverbs 3:5. Trust is so vital to a child of God that we must stand still at the very moments we may want to turn and run. One of the ways the enemy comes against us is in the area of trust. He knows that if he can get us to waver in our trust … in anyone … he has made a very strategic move against our belief system.

The enemy, Saints, is a master of deception. He uses people to do his bidding, to try to bring us down and distract us from doing what God has called and purposed us to do. He is able to move against us by using our very own thoughts and imaginations. He’ll have us thinking that someone has “gotten over” on us, taken advantage of us, and has hurt us to the point where we just stop and give up.  These emotions which surge through our bodies can hinder our ever being able to develop healthy and trusting relationships again. The thoughts and imaginings used by the enemy are always distorted pictures based on unfounded beliefs. Just think about the kinds of things that go through our minds when we’ve been hurt by someone we’ve trusted. Many of us get caught in a trap … inspired by the enemy but of our own creation.  The enemy’s encouragement and our emotionally charged thoughts will lead us to eventually make the proclamation, “I’ll never trust anyone ever again!”  Without our realizing it, we have just set the stage for not trusting God. 

Our power lies in our ability to trust.  I am not by any means suggesting that we go out and trust the first person we meet.  God says, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” Psalms 146:3. The trust God is talking about in that verse is the trust we tend to put in an individual to take care of us, protect us, and provide for us. These are things that only God is able to do consistently and indefinitely.  It’s not because the individual doesn’t want to do these things but, in our humanity, we are hindered by circumstances, situations, and personal limitations.  Saints, if our trust has been shaken in any way, it is our responsibility to not it to overshadow or stop us from moving out in what we are purposed to do in God.  God continually speaks to us about our purpose. I believe it is because we are operating “in the minors,” we have not moved out into the greatness God has planned for us. We are comfortable with less and we find the norm very reassuring. We get caught up in our daily activities and the things of this world, and we fail to move beyond the natural to obtain the awesomeness which resides in the spiritual! If you trust God, you will believe His Word and His promises. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do.” John 14:12.

The enemy is the master of deception. Many of us have been hurt by people we would have never believe could or would hurt us.  Never in our wildest dreams would we believe that he or she could move against us in such a way as to shake the foundation of our own beliefs. Can the actions of another individual change the way we trust in anyone or in anything? I would have to say “Yes!” … if we allow it to happen. We have control even when the enemy would have us believe we don’t. We have power, and God has given us authority. We have the authority and power to change the very way we think by meditating on the one thing that is able to bring about a change in our thought patterns and that is … God is able.

Saints, we don’t have to follow the world’s view on trust nor do we have to fall into the same unprofitable standards which have caused so many to falter and suffer unnecessary pain.  See, when we are hurt in a way which challenges our trust in someone we tend to strike out in revenge, attack and operate out of character.  We may even begin to have unspeakably negative thoughts about the person. The Word of God says, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2. How do we renew our minds?  We must replace the negative thoughts which have been deposited due to our pain. We must allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into truth. Many people are in places they are having difficulty getting out of, many are hurt and living life with the motto, “I’m just getting by.” Saints, we are not to just “get by.”  We are not supposed to “settle” in any area of our lives. We are more and we must operate as more by allowing God to move us into the purpose He has for our lives!

Don’t get caught up in the pain, for it leads to thoughts of revenge.  Don’t come down on yourself believing the lie that your pain was because of something you did.  Instead my brother, my sister dare to move into something better by trusting God to do what man has not the power to do for you. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is … so you are!

August 15, 2007

Relationships

Relationships are an awesome study. They are, after all, essential to our very existence.  Who represents the first relationship? Some would say Adam and Eve – they were the first known and described relationship. What about the relationship of the triune God we serve, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost? Does that constitute relationship? Jesus said, “I and my Father are one.” John 10:30. How could He say this with such confidence? Because “there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word (the Son Jesus Christ), and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” 1 John 5:7.  God is all about relationship.  We were separated from God by the sin of Adam. The Word tells us, “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” Romans 5:19. God wanted that relationship restored because He loved us that much! 

God loves relationship and when it was compromised by Adam, God designed a plan to have it restored in time. That plan involved Jesus Christ the Son of the highest.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whosoever believed on him (Jesus Christ) shall be saved.” John 3:16. God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him.” Genesis 2:18. From the beginning of time God’s plan was for man to have relationship and to learn what relationship meant. God’s desire is for us to establish healthy and profitable relationships. The greatest example of relationship was God and Adam. Relationship is defined as “a connection, association or involvement.” It can be a connection by blood or marriage or an emotional connection between two people. This could be teacher and student, mother and child. An involvement may involve physical contact in a sexual manner, but with no commitment on either end. So we see that the definition a relationship is not restricted, it is very broad. How can you have a healthy, loving relationship if you have not learned how or what that looks like? Again the greatest example is the relationship between God and Adam. God wants us to have an understanding of the type of relationship needed between us and him in order for us to be healed from the hurt and pain of past relationships. 

The Word of God tells us, “my people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6. Saints, too many times we fall into the trap of miscommunication, misconstruing, and misinterpretation when dealing with another individual. We fail to realize that if our relationship with God is not right then no other relationship in our life is going to be as effective as it could be. God said, “It is not good that man should be alone.”  He knew that relationships were important and essential to the fulfillment of His will.  How can we move out of self when we have not experienced the love and caring that come with sharing with another? How can we effectively communicate if we have determined to be alone and withdraw from people? Remember, God deals with us through people as well as individually. God will use the gifts He has given to a specific person to be the very blessing we need within our lives.

God knew that an established relationship between Moses and Joshua was going to be essential for both men, “And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him.” Numbers 27:18. The relationship between Moses and Joshua was essential for both men because the gift Joshua had was something Moses lacked and needed to help him move into what God had purposed for his life. What Moses gave to Joshua in return was the confidence and training he needed to move in the purpose and plan God had for his life. The relationship example between God and Moses helped Joshua fortify and establish his own relationship with God.

Saints, relationships are about giving and receiving so that we can be productive and effective. Our relationship with God is about giving – we must give up our own “wills” and purpose, our way of doing things to receive the things of God.  God receives what we give and, in turn, gives us all that He has for each of us.  But, Saints, watch this – what God does is ignite that which He has already given and placed within us by our faith.  Our willingness to give to and trust in the Lord activates our faith to know that God is able to do for us all that we could possibly think or imagine. For the Word of God says, “God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” Ephesians 3:20. Such a relationship as this brings comfort, peace, unconditional love, support, and is, therefore, very effective in helping us to move into natural relationships. 

Relationships should promote, excel, equip, and fortify our emotions, feelings, and understanding. If we are not receiving, then we are not operating up to our capacity. If we are not giving, we are missing the blessings which come with putting others before ourselves. This is not to say we are not to think about ourselves but, when we are in relationship, we must think of the other person’s feelings as well as our own. The Word of God says, “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” Ephesians 4:6.

First, develop your relationship with God, then concern yourself with natural relationships. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so awesome and you must move toward the light for God is waiting there for you!

August 16, 2007

Stimulant
Saints, what stimulates you to action? What motivates you to do what you do most? How do you get up in the morning? Do you need a loud alarm clock, someone actually shaking you, or do you just rise without any outside help? Many people need some sort of stimulant to get up, go to sleep, or to get motivated to do anything. I believe our coffee industry helps stimulate millions in the mornings and throughout the day. To stimulate someone is to arouse them to action … by encouragement or pressure. You can also be invigorated by foods and beverages that contain stimulants, such as coffee, tea, colas, chocolate or alcohol. (What many don’t understand about alcohol is the fact that in small amounts alcohol may act as a stimulant; however, in large amounts it is a depressant.)  Just being around certain people can be invigorating.  Saints, God wants to stimulate you -- and to be your stimulant -- by and through His Word.  “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalms 119:11. 

Did you know that it is God who helps, encourages, uplifts, keeps, comforts, and motivates us to do what we were destined to do?  Isaiah 41:10 says, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”  The stimulant God uses is His power in being the only God, the almighty, the creator of all and by stretching forth His hand and intervening in our lives. God stimulates and motivates us to change through the encouragement found in His Word! God has made a promise to us that He and He alone is our God and the one who is able to do what we seek in pills and alcohol. Many of us seek stimulants to deal with the pain, hurt, and frustrations of life. What does the Word of God say about our frustrations, pain, and hurt?  “For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.” 1 John 5:4. Our faith is what stimulates God to move on our behalf! The stimulant is His power found in His Word. We have overcome, overcome the pain, the hurt, and the frustrations. Why? “… Because greater is he that is in you then he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4. 

Many just want a stimulant to arouse them because they are down and need a supplement to help them function through the day. We have become reliant on pills, alcohol, and many others stimulants just to survive the hour let alone the day. The Word of the Lord says, “don’t you know your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own.” 1 Corinthians 6:19. We must be very careful about what we allow to come into our bodies and minds. The reason so many need an outside stimulant is because we tend to not want to deal with the situations and circumstances of our lives.  We look for escapes even if they are only for the moment. God encourages our hearts and stimulates our very minds by the power of His Word. Jesus always proclaimed when healing … “get up,” “arise,” “take up,” and “come.” He never used any fancy words or outlandish public displays.  His only tool was the power of the spoken Word of God. The power and authority which lay in His Word set free, healed, encouraged, uplifted, and brought about a change in our fellow brothers and sisters. 

The Lord spoke to Moses saying, “charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see.” Deuteronomy 3:28.  God spoke these words to Moses so that he could commission Joshua to do God’s will and to pass on the encouragement needed to strengthen and guide him along the way.  We now have the Spirit of God dwelling in us. “Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.” 1 John 4:13. We are continually encouraged and stimulated by the power of the spoken Word of God if we do what the Word of God instructs us to do – that is, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. If we do this, we will reap God’s blessings and not want outside stimulants because we will be able to identify them as only momentary solutions for eternal problems. God has given us eternal life and the Word says, “Jesus came that we might have life, and that we might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10.  This is accomplished by the transforming of our minds, being not conformed to this world and its artificial stimulants that only last a moment but cause a great deal more pain than healing. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Praise God for all he has done!

August 17, 2007

I’ll Try

Have you ever wanted to try something new and found that you were either too scared or convinced yourself that you couldn’t possibly do whatever it was because you were certain it was just too difficult for you? What about stepping out in faith? How can one try something or attempt to do something when all their life they were fearful? Did you know that some fears petrify and paralyze? Fear can have you so locked-up that you are paralyzed and find it not just difficult to move … but impossible. The Word of the Lord says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. God has not given us the spirit of fear!
Saints, there is a very well-known spirit and that is the spirit of fear. Most of us can relate to it for it has captured the best of us at one time or another. Fear comes to halt our moving out in faith to do what we have the God-given power to do. Fear locks, whereas God’s plan of salvation is to free. We are freed by the Word of God which is truth, and it is truth which sets us free to move out! Galatians 5:1 tells us to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”  Saints, fear brings bondage. 

Fear has stopped many from stepping out to do what they have the power, strength, and courage to do. The words the Lord instructed Moses to give to the children of Israel were these, “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Deuteronomy 31:6. God continually tells us to “fear not.”  If we step out in the strength, power, and courage God has planted within us, we will try what is set before us believing that there is no failure in God only missed opportunities to do what we are equipped to do.  God said to Joshua, “Fear not, neither be thou dismayed.” Joshua 8:1.  To Jeremiah he said, “Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee ...” Jeremiah 1:8. To the children of Israel He proclaimed, “… O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.” Isaiah 43:1. The list goes on, Saints.

God wants us all to know … in the here and now … that we are not to fear anything. Saints, “the LORD is on your side; you should not fear: what can man do unto you?” Psalms 118:6.  It is time for you to try, to step out in faith … for the Word of God says “prove (test) me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, (and see) if I will not open (to) you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, (such) that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:10. God wants you to come and prove Him, try Him and you will be able to step out and do all things according to His will, for all things are possible to them that believe. It is your belief which will ignite you to want to try. Don’t just sit back and let another rise up beside you because they had the faith and courage to try to step out by asking to come unto the Lord, as our brother Peter did when he asked Jesus to allow him to walk on the water.  Matthew 14:28-29.

Saints, it was not about Peter falling when, the winds began to blow and the sea became boisterous.  The important element was that his initial desire to walk on the water with Jesus ignited something within him to have the courage to ask. He tried … that is what you must see.  He had the desire and the courage to ask, and the faith to try. He did, indeed, accomplish what he set out to do … Peter walked on water with the Lord.  But he needed, through faith, to stay focused on the Lord instead of giving into his natural fear. But that cannot be counted as a failure … he tried and we know that in time his focus was exactly where it needed to be.

When you try keep in mind that it is your faith that will sustain you in doing what you have set out to do, your proclamation will be, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalms 27:1. Who shall you fear, what shall you be afraid of today? God is with you to deliver you, help you, promote you, and make you the victor in all that you do according to His will and purpose for you!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is with you; don’t ever give up or give in.

August 20, 2007

Stay
God wants to give to us all things, Saints.  We have so much to look forward to in God.  Knowing this, I look around me (and sometimes at myself) and find it absolutely amazing that we humans are always in such a rush to have what we want “yesterday” that we forget to live for today.  Consequently, we are often willing to give up on the promises of God because we don’t get the desire of our heart when we want it and/or packaged how we want it.  We decide … notice I said we not God … that our desire – be it a divine gift, an object, a job, or a person -- is unattainable 

The Word of God says,  “Since the beginning of the world, men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither has the eye seen, O God, beside thee what he has prepared for him that waits for him.” Isaiah 64:4. Saints, God has such blessings for us … but we must wait on Him. God doesn’t tell us to wait because He wants to “ruin our lives,” to tease us, or to trick us into believing in Him when He actually has no plan to provide. Humans do that to one another.  But, Saints, God only speaks the truth!  We can, with full confidence, put our trust in Him and know that He truly wants to give us all good things. After all, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof ...” (Psalms 24:1) and if it is God’s, then certainly all that is on this earth is at our fingertips … for we are heirs unto salvation.

Now, we do have to keep things in perspective, Saints.  You and I may think having the one winning Power Ball number is the very best thing in the world for us but God, in His infinite wisdom, may think having enough to take care of today’s needs is sufficient.  Our thoughts and desires are not necessarily His, but we can always count on the sure knowledge that what He provides for us is, indeed, the very best.  We must try to always remember that, “what looks good to us, isn’t always good for us.”  

We have such potential in the sight of God … such promise, but we just don’t seem to be able to trust God enough to wait for His best. We would rather take what we perceive as being the best and forget about what God has said and promised.  Not only does He want us to have His best but, just as importantly, He also needs us to have an understanding of what ‘best’ really is … not the best based on a worldly view, but that which God sees as being best. Saints, we must “…trust … in the living God who gives us richly all things to enjoy…” 1 Timothy 6:17.  Just think about what the world has to offer you. Everything that the world has is strictly temporary … that alone should make you want to take a step back and mediate on whether you want momentary and temporary fulfillment that usually comes with a steep price, or do you want the absolute best for all of eternity … freely given. The Word of God tells us to “… seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and everything else will be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33. You don’t have to worry about getting anything for yourself because God is going to provide you with all you could want and everything you truly need. The question is … do you trust Him enough to give you the best of life? 

God has blessings for us to enjoy while we are on this earth and, of course, He wants us to store up for what is to come. “Oh, how great is God’s goodness, which he has laid up for them that fear him; which he has wrought for them that trust in him before the sons of men!” Psalms 31:19.  God knows what some of us have given up and suffered for Him and Jesus says to them, “…Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.” Luke 18:30. How do we receive much more – by denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.  “We should live soberly, righteously, and Godly [lives] in this present world.” Titus 2:12. We must deny what this world has to offer and understand that the things of the world are not of God but only temporary fixes for our flesh that, as we feed it ungodly things, will only want more and more of the same.  There is no satisfying the flesh.  But if we wait for the best of God, then we will attain eternal gain for our souls. The best is found only in God, not in what we perceive to be best.  The best can only be acquired if we stay with and wait on God.
Why don’t we stay and wait on God?  Why, because, whether we want to admit it or not, we are often fearful.  Afraid we’ll be passed over and not receive some relatively unimportant thing we believe is essential to our happiness; terrified that we may miss out on some spectacular object and be left standing in the dust of our peers and friends.  We’re afraid we will never achieve or receive what we think would be the “best thing that could ever happened to us.” Maybe it’s that job opportunity that seems so right for us, perhaps it’s an opportunity to acquire the cash that can get us out of debt and help us provide the “better things” of life.

Maybe it’s the chance to be with that man or woman we feel is the right one for us.  You know the one I’m talking about … that person we think is so wonderful, giving, loving, caring, and seems just right for us. The one we think will be able to help us achieve our heart’s desire, the one who seems to have everything we need to realize our dreams. We can’t seem to find anything wrong with them … they are “perfect!” Saints, we humans are experts at letting our emotions and feelings get the best of us.  We want everything NOW so we have a tendency to jump in feet first without ever seeking direction or guidance from anyone … we are particularly guilty of not seeking the will of God for our lives first.  And, more often than not, we find out soon enough that something just isn’t right with out “perfect” partner.  We discover that our “perfect one” had on their “Sunday go-to-Meeting manners” and only showed us what they wanted us to see in order to get us where they wanted.  And, in the fullness of time, we find that we’ve been led to a place in which we should have never strayed, a place that holds only pain, anger, guilt and shame for us. 

God wants to give us only the best of life, but we need to wait until He leads us to move forward. It’s time to stop saying “I give up” just because things don’t go our way.  It’s time to stop leaving and moving on before God has given us all those things which will prosper us in the ways which will be best for us in His eyes.   Our walk with the Lord is not time sensitive; it is, however, about our willingness to be obedient and our willingness to accept what God sets before us. Stay, Saints, and reap God’s blessings.   Receive what you have been waiting on God to do in your life.
It’s not about time … but it is about the right time, God’s time. Only God can determine the right time for each of us.  My time is not necessarily your time.  Our emotions and feelings can not be trusted to make the decisions only God is able to make. Saints, “God changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings, and sets up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise; and knowledge to them that know understanding ...” Daniel 2:21. God is in control of all that happens in our lives. So stay, seek His guidance and direction, seek His will – and pray fervently that His will be done!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints!  Yes, it feels bad now but dare to reach for the hand of God.
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My Pivotal Moment

Saints, have you ever been so frustrated or so angry that you just wanted to scream, shout, punch, hit, run, or drive away? Have you ever held in your emotions to the point you wanted to burst? We are masters at holding onto our frustrations, anger, fear, and worries. We can push things off as if they don’t faze us at all.  But one day, those negative emotions began to seep out into our system and we begin to feel the fire of the hurt, the sting of the pain, and the realization that we are messed up, confused, and filled with destine about everything and everyone. We have reached a ‘pivotal moment’ … the moment where we must decide to either move up and out or draw back into the gloom of it all. “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.  Psalms 18:6
Saints, what do we do and where do we go when everything we have worked for, saved for and acquired has suddenly vanished?  What do we do when the person we love -- and thought loved us -- leaves; how do we cope when all that we trusted in, depended on fails us?  How can people who aren’t experiencing what we are tell us: “It’s going to be alright;” “God is going to be with you;” “Hang in there.”? They don’t have a clue about how we feel; they do not know the emotional and/or physical turmoil we are going through. They don’t feel our pain, and they can’t really relate to what we’re going through -- not physically, psychologically or spiritually. And the well wishes and seemingly trite phrases of “comfort” that come along seem to only bring on more pain and feed our anger.  What do we do?

Did you know that we are in control of our feelings and emotions?  Did you know we have a choice?  Did you know that we set the tone for what is going to happen and when? We determine if what has happened to us is going to cause seemingly insurmountable turmoil in our lives or whether we’re going to be open to the very real possibility that our painful situation can be used to bring us out of ourselves in such a way that we will be able to live a better life. 

Christ came that we may “have life and have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. Our turmoil, our frustrations, and our hurt can bring us victory if we will learn from them instead of allowing them to … little by little and inch by inch … destroy us. The Word of God says “For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and liability to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sinning.” Hebrews 4:15.  Saints, we can overcome our frustration and anger over what may have happened to us. We can do this with the power God has freely and lovingly given us. 

Are you being ostracized or picked on?  Is your name being dragged through the mud? Have you felt the sting of the barbed words thrown out about you as some people take delight in putting you down on a daily basis?   Have you felt their stares, their disapproval, their hatred and their looks of judgment? How do you deal with such pain? Unrelieved pain will develop into the emotions of fear, hurt guilt, shame, and loneliness. These emotions, if not dealt with, will cause us to become filled with anger and hatred towards others and cause us to live lives which are spiritually unfruitful.  God said, “I am the LORD, and there is no one else, there is no God beside me: I will gird [strengthen] thee, though thou have not known me.” Isaiah 45:5. God has girded and up kept each one of us. God is Lord and it is He not mankind that judges the earth.  But, you ask, “what about the stares, accusations, and persecutions … what about my pain? What am I supposed to do about it?  God said “Thou shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD.” Leviticus 19:18.

Saints, we overcome through the power of love. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear: because fear hath torment [brings forth the thought of punishment]. He that fears is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4:18. How do we rise above all those feelings of frustration?  How do we overcome the spiritual sluggishness that sometimes results when we are brought low by the frustrations of life on this earth?  We can not function effectively when we are in pain or when we are feeling frustrated. We must face our emotions and deal with our pain.  How? Why through the very Word of God! God said, He “…will pour out his spirit upon all flesh.” Joel 2:29. The Spirit of God dwells within us to help us, keep us, and uphold us at all times. We are not alone, despite what the enemy would have us think. Even in our deepest, darkest secret place, Saints, God searches us and knows us.  He is able to give each of us what our heart, soul, and body desires the most. God is the God of deliverance -- we can not go anywhere that God has not the power to go with us. Read Psalms 139. God is with us wherever we go … even when we never leave our mind. God is able to meet us there as well.

Unchecked emotions cause us to “lash out” at those who care about us and only want to see us happy and restored. We can not accomplish what God has placed before us if we will not deal with our emotions. Emotions must not to be shelved as we often try to do. They will become too heavy even for the shelf and begin to ‘fall upon us’.  When they do, they will often make a very loud noise (figuratively speaking) because they are bound and determined to get our attention … consciously or subconsciously. We must deal with how we feel right now. Sometimes, it’s a good thing to get angry, but we must not allow our anger to cause us to sin.  The Word tells us to “… let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” Ephesians 4:26. When we go to bed in anger, we will awake with our anger unchecked … and that, Saints, can be a dangerous thing.

Saints, God wants us to deal with our unchecked emotions today. At one time or another, unchecked, negative emotions have probably had each and every one of us believing we were a total mess, a monumental screw-up, a true problem child.  But hear me, beloved Saints, we are children of God and we have power to speak life and to not live in the darkness any longer.  Take the time to lose those emotions that have been causing you such pain.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God knows it all, so stop hiding!
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The Face I Put On

Some of us are masters at putting on our “game face.”  We hide behind the fake smile that never reaches the eyes, we walk around exuding an aura of happiness and contentment to the world at large but, in our heart and spirit, we feel as though we’re coming apart.  The Pharisees hid behind their robes, symbolic rituals and the law.  They were very much into obeying the letter of the law and much less into observing the spirit of the law, and time and time again, Jesus called them hypocrites. 

Saints, are we hypocrites? Do we put on our “game face” in an attempt to hide how we really feel from others?  Do we do it simply because we don’t want our boss or co-workers to know just how angry or upset we are about something that happened on the job?  Or are we putting on a “game face” to deceive someone … you know, something like putting on a “poker face” during a card game so that our opponent won’t be able to guess what kind of hand we’re truly holding and, perhaps, bluffing them into making a foolish bet so that we can win the game?  The truth, Saints, no matter how skilled we are at putting on our “game face” the deception will become apparent sooner or later.  Do our lips say one thing but our actions loudly speak something entirely different?

“…The Lord is coming [and will] make manifest the counsels of the heart and bring to light that which we believe is hidden…” 1 Corinthians 4:5. Who do we really think we are fooling?  Don’t we desire to live a life holy and acceptable to God? Don’t we want to receive all that God has for us? Or are we like the Pharisees only wanting to hold a position of power so that everyone can see us and marvel at our “importance”?

Saints, have you taken the opportunity to evaluate what you want? This walk with the Lord is determined by our level of trust in God’s Word and our corresponding faith. When we decide to walk with the Lord, we can count on being attacked without cause; we will suffer for what seems to be no good reason; we will be talked about, ridiculed, and accused without valid reason ... “Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:9.  In talking to the Saints in Corinth about his travels in Asia, Paul described the trials and tribulations he and others suffered.  Paul said they were “… pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that [they] despaired even of [their] life…” 2 Corinthians 1:8.  But through his trials Paul realized that he could not trust in himself … his trust had to be only in God.  We must ask ourselves, “What will I concentrate on during my struggles?”  Will I focus on the trouble in front of me or will I walk by faith and stand on God’s Word which says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7. Saints, if we get caught up in our emotions and feelings and worry more about trying to hide what we’re experiencing behind our “game face” we will surely miss what God is trying to say and reveal to us. 

Saints, we have a mandate placed on our lives.  We must determine if we are going to walk in that mandate or get caught up in life’s distractions. The Word of God says, “We labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him (God).” 2 Corinthians 5:9. We labor for Christ not for our own pleasure.  That is the key to unlocking our pain and moving out of our comfort zone. What would you do for Christ? Can you give up what God has said isn’t good for your life? Satan is getting stronger and stronger in his attacks against the brethren. Don’t give up or in to his devices. We must be real with ourselves and know that we can do nothing without God. Remember, Satan is the master of deception, and one of the deceptive devices he uses is our ability to keep hidden those things which God wants to reveal to us so that we may deal with them.  By dealing with our issues we take away the power they have over our lives. Saints, we don’t have to “put on a face” to impress, mislead, or deceive someone into believing we just fine when, in actuality, we are far from being okay.  

Saints, this is where many of us are today.  We continually blame others, or point out situations and circumstances for why we can’t do what is right, and why we can’t be held responsible for our actions. Many would rather hide behind their “game face” rather than deal with the real issue. We have not made the decision to live for Christ only. We are wavering, wanting the blessing without going through the test. “…What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14. We are trying to have one foot in the world and one foot on holy ground, and it is not going to work. The Word of God says, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8.  We must identify the deception in our lives by not allowing our emotions and feelings to rule us. We should not make long-term decisions based on our current situation and/or how we feel at the moment. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning, Saints, all praise and honor to God!
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Despairing of Life

What about the continual onslaught we face everyday? As Christians we sometimes bring things upon ourselves because we insist upon operating outside the will of God and doing things we know are not right. But what about those times when we are operating within God’s will for us and still things come upon us that bring us to the point of despair?  Paul tells us this about his travels through Asia with his companions, “…we were so utterly and unbearably weighed down and crushed that we despaired even of life [itself].”  2 Corinthians 1:8  Crushed and unbearably weighed down – Saints, can you identify with that feeling?  Can you relate to the utter despair they must have felt?  Paul and his companions were afflicted in every way; everywhere they placed their feet. Can you imagine feeling as though you’re being afflicted and tormented by everyone – all the time, and from every angle, being bombarded without let up? Have you ever been so stressed, oppressed, frustrated, and distressed that you despaired of life? What could possibly come upon you to cause you such despair? What has clouded your life in such a way that your very own thoughts betrayed you at a time when you most needed clarity of mind?  People, situations, and circumstances – all these thing can and will be used by Satan to cause us to despair.  Paul and his companions suffered greatly – so greatly that they thought they were going to die.  Yet, Saints, they were able to conclude that their experiences were designed to encourage them to “trust in and rely upon God, who raises the dead, rather than looking to themselves.”  2 Corinthians 1:9.  How do we get to the place where we have that kind of understanding about the trials and tribulations of our life?

Understand this … what we feel when we experience trials and tribulations does not have to determine what we do or how we react in response to our difficulty.  We need to remember and understand at a gut level that God is greater than our trials and tribulations and that whatever we are going through does not have the power to over power us.  Our trials and our tribulations are absolutely nothing when compared to what God is waiting to do in our lives. Saints, when God is set to bless us in a miraculous way believe His Word … the enemy will come against us even harder than usual.  His very job is to try to move us away from the Lord’s presence and to egg us on to turn within ourselves, where there is no help.

Paul had an awesome ministry; however, if he had concentrated on what might be ahead of him he would have lost the focus necessary to follow God’s will and purpose God for his life.  God predestined each of us to do the extraordinary but we miss many opportunities to move in what the Lord has intended us to do because we get stuck stressing about what we perceive is going on in front of us; worrying about what we think we are missing; and concerning ourselves over what someone may or may not do for us. We are destined to do great things; we’ve got to stop getting stuck in the minor leagues. Satan works hard to trap us in his own special kind of sticky web by whispering to us and telling us we’ve got to ‘figure it all out’ before we can move forward. We have to stop giving him the pleasure of wasting our time in trying to ‘figure out’ something that really has nothing to do with what God has placed before.  God already has it all figured out for us.  We have the power to stop the thoughts Satan plants in our minds.  We need to replace those negative thoughts with the Word of God and, when we can’t think of a Word, we need to replace those thoughts by calling out and calling on the Holy Name of Jesus … there is power in the Name of Jesus.  Saints, if there is something in the Lord we greatly desire, then we need to ‘go for it’ and the first thing we need to do after deciding to follow the lead of Jesus is to make sure we’re hearing Him right by testing that desire against the precious Word of God.  

We can’t allow ourselves to get trapped in thoughts and feelings of despair.  Despair’s only desire is to keep us from trusting and depending on God and, instead, it will encourage us to get into how we feel and focus our God-given energies on the negativity that is currently going on in our lives. Saints, we must “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might!” Ephesians 6:10. We can do it!  The Word of God tells us we can do all things through Christ … He provides us the strength. God is able to lift that feeling of loneliness and emptiness.  Jesus is Lord!

Job feared (reverenced) God and avoided evil.   God asked Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job … there is none like him on the earth, a perfect and upright man…?”  In essence, God was challenging Satan to test and tempt Job.  God was so confident in Job that He gave Satan permission to do his worst with Job … anything and everything except kill Job.  Despite the fact that Job lost all his children and all of his possessions because of Satan the Word of God says Job “… blessed the name of the Lord.  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” Job 1:21-22  Even when Satan caused Job to suffer great physical pain, still Job remained faithful and said, “… shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?  In all this did not Job sin with his lips?”  Job 2:10  Job suffered much and, Saints … count on it … we are sometimes going to feel lower than low during the things we will suffer because of our faith in God.  But like Job we, too,  are called to take a stand and trust and reverence God, avoid evil and, despite our sufferings, to move forward with God in order to fulfill our purpose and destiny.  Saints … always remember this … If you believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ, then you are the very person Satan is out to get! 

We may question our commitments to God, but the Word of God said Job sinned not, nor did he falsely charge God in any way.  With God’s permission, Satan placed tremendous hardships upon Job.  If anyone ever deserved to scream, shout, run, or point a finger of blame it was Job.  But, Saints, through it all he knew this one thing – God was deserving of all his praise just because of who He is.

Saints, God is Lord, don’t you think He can reach you at your moment of despair? Won’t you put forth your hand to reach out to grab hold of His extended hand? Job knew the faithfulness of God.  The Word tells us Job “was the greatest of all the men of the east.” Job 1:3. This greatness wasn’t achieved by Job’s own hand but by the hand of God upon his life. The Psalmist says, “O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? Or to thy faithfulness round about thee?” Psalms 89:8. Who is as strong as God? Who can emulate God’s faithfulness?

Yes, our journey with the Lord gets hard and we will get down and depressed but, Saints, I want you to stop, think and ask yourself this question.  Why am I doing what I’m doing?  Our desire to be obedient to the will of God is, of course, a part of the answer.  But know this, our concluding statement to that answer should be like unto Paul’s after all he had endured and subsequently accomplished in God, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7. Can you keep the faith and stay your course? 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, God loves you and that is what matters.
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Staying the Course

We ended yesterday’s Word of Encouragement with a question, “Can you keep the faith and stay your course?” Paul said, “…we were pressed out of measure, above strength…” 2 Corinthians 1:8.  He and his companions suffered much but remember what Jesus said to Paul when he was first called? Jesus said, “…Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.” Acts 22:10. There, in Damascus, Paul received his mission from the Lord through Ananias, who told Paul what the Lord had purposed for his life – “For thou shall be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.”  This call led Paul to reach out to the Gentiles with the Good News. Acts 22:15. 

Have you ever taken inventory of all that God has done for you? Have you ever weighed the cost of doing the will of God?  When you chose to accept Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life, you made a decision to do things God’s way. Can you keep the faith? The Word of God tells us that we are to “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.” 1 Timothy 6:12. You have been given a mission or task to do by the Lord.  You were given instructions … direct or indirect.  No matter the delivery route, it was God who spoke it into your life. Can you stay the course given to you by God? Will you keep the faith in spite of everything you may be experiencing and going through? God made a promise to you, and you must apply His promise to your life so that you don’t stray from doing what He has called and purposed you to do. 

Saints, we have many witnesses within the bible.  Hebrews 11, the faith chapter, outlines just a few. These were brothers and sisters in the faith, chosen by God to do a work; to be a blessing to someone; to carry God’s Word forth to the masses; to be a blessing to someone who did not know God; to be the example of God’s awesome power. We, too, have been called to a course of action that requires us to be strong and have courage in spite of what our individual lives look like to our natural eyes, feels like, or sounds like. 

God made Joshua a promise before He set him on his course.  He told him, “… I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Joshua 1:5.  This is just one of the many promises God has made to us as well.  He, our Lord and Savior, has not left us.  Even if you don’t feel His presence, He is there. Remember, you can not trust in your feelings.  “God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24. God has also given us the key to obtaining victory in Him – “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou may observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.” Joshua 1:7. How can we be strong when we remain deep into the flesh wanting what we want, when we want it? The secret is this:  desire only the things of God, want only what God has for us because only He, in the entire universe, wants what is best for each of us.  Our Lord wants to strengthen and build our spirit because that is what is profitable for our lives.  We, on the other hand, make our decisions based on how good those decisions make us feel in the flesh.  And what do we get with our flesh-based decisions … fleeting satisfaction and temporary accomplishment.  Ask God today, “Lord remove from my life everything that is not of you, everything that is contrary to truth, whether people or things”. You should not want anything or anyone who God does not want for you. Desire better and God will give you better; expect better and only better will come your way. 

Saints, the same promise God made to Joshua stands for us today.  Remember always that “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever.”  Hebrews 13:8 God will not fail nor forsake us. The enemy would have us believe that God is not here in today’s world, that He has left, and that our feelings of loneliness and abandonment are warranted because God has moved away from you and me for some obscure reason. Remember, it is Satan’s job to deceive us. But Saints, what did God say? Are we going to believe God or are we going to believe our natural feelings and very human and imperfect thoughts?
Each of us has been given a task that puts us on a specific course of action that we must follow in order to operate within the purpose God has destined for our lives. There is, however, something we must do and that is trust God.  We must trust what He has spoken in our hearts.  When God says to each of us, “Trust me, be still, and move out!” we must adhere to His initial instructions.  Just like Paul and Joshua, God will (or, perhaps, already has) given each of us specific instructions to move out in a task which has been especially intended for and set before each one of us.  God is saying to each of us … today … be strong and of good courage, for God is with [us] He won’t fail [us]!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! All praise and honor to our King! 

“The Placebo Effect”
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Saints, how many of you know about the “Placebo Effect?” It is a study which is performed by many of our major drug companies, where they are mandated by state law to test their new medicines using this method of experimentation. The drug reps give a dose of their medicine to one controlled group and either sugar water, or some other non-drug to another group. Studies show that the controlled group which received no medicine but a non-medical substitute declared greater results than the control group which had gotten the real medicine. The study also, suggests that faith is a common denominator and all those who did not receive any medication some how got better because they believed they were receiving something which would make them better. The word of God tells us; Now Faith is the substance of things hoped for but the evidence of things not seen; Hebrews 11:1. 

If Faith is the substance needed to hope in something you only receive someone else’s stamp of approval or node that it is something worth while, and will do what it claims then truly our faith in God can work the extraordinary. The word of God tells us; we are compassed about with a great a cloud of witnesses, Hebrews 12:1. We have witnesses whom came before us who believed, stood in their faith, and trusted God. We see through the many trails and tribulations that they stood for they were confident in what God was able to do. Our faith is the activator which will move the very hand of God. For the word tells us; without faith it is impossible to please God; Hebrews 11:6. It is impossible to please God if we are not operating in faith. How can you receive if you do not believe? If we are void of faith then the “Placebo Effect” would have no effect at all. Healing took place because of the faith which was exerted. 

Saints, the word of God lets us know that each of us was given a measure of faith; Romans 12:3.  We have a measure but it is our job to work that measure we were given into standing faith, waiting faith, comforting faith, sure faith, to work it to meet the needs in our lives that we not fret or give up when things don’t look right, sound discouraging, and test us to the point we want to give up. It is our job to nurture our faith by our willingness to get to know God and become acquainted with his character that we are assured and confident that what the word of God says is true and nothing is able to change God’s word. We have to become so grounded that we are healed, lifted, inspired, and changed just by our faith in God that he is able to do what we desire, need, and want, by working something where there is no scientific evidence should work. 

Truly we are challenged each day to believe in what we don’t see, can’t necessary touch or even explain at times but this walk is one which must be grounded in faith. Jesus said; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed; John 20:29. When questioned you must be in a place that if you can’t explain what has happened in your life, you can tell some one about Jesus about the character of God which saved your very soul and changed your very life which began with a commitment to accept, believe, and finally confess that you were once a sinner and now you are a sinner saved by grace, the grace of God which was freely given. You believed and it worked a change in your life, you accepted and it changed something in the way you use to do things, you confessed and now you are filled with peace and the assurance that all has been forgiven. 

If the “Placebo Effect” is something man thinks is unanswerable, unexplainable then who can stand to challenge you and your faith in God, the word of God gives an answer to this; the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned; 1 Corinthians 2:14. Saints, those of you who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior have been given something of God, something which has the ability to change your behavior, attitudes, and very mindset, faith. We have been given a measure of something most powerful and sadly again, we only use a measure. We don’t understand the power we have to believe the power we have in faith to heal, set-free, and deliver. Saints, what lies within us is the very spirit of God who has given us a measure, work that measure today to the extreme accomplishing the impossible! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so wonderful and, truly, He is faithful!

August 28, 2007

The Rain

As I sit and desire only to feel the presence of the Lord, I cannot stop thinking about how blessed I really am, meditate on how God has kept me and remember all He has done for me since I came to know Him personally. God has been so good and truly faithful. I have experienced many things in my life, some joyful and blissful but there have been others things that were depressing, painful, hurtful, and just downright unbelievable, but God was there through all I had to face. I know now that I never faced anything good or bad outside of Almighty God. I take this time to reflect on what I have done and how faithful I have been to the Lord and it saddens me that I just can’t seem to come up with very many incidents when I was truly faithful. I got discouraged easily.  When God said, “Be strong and of good courage.” Joshua 1:6  I tried but turned back more times than one, only to hear the Lord say, “Be not afraid of their faces, for I am with thee to deliver thee.” Jeremiah 1:8  I complained, argued, fought, kicked, screamed and felt as if I had failed time and time again …  only to hear God say,  “…I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Joshua 1:5.

Saints, the times I remained faithful were very few. As I look at the rain falling outside of my window, I can only thank God for my home because I have a window to look out of, for the car I see sitting in the driveway that transports me to and from work each and every day.  I lean back in my chair as I type on the computer and sink down in the comfort of what God has made possible in my life.  I think about all of you who will read this Word of Encouragement and wonder what you may be prompted to thank God for in your own life. God is amazing, and truly awesome! I can feel my heart beat within me, it is very quiet and with each drop of rain I think of His goodness and all that He has done for me. The rhythm of my breathing hastens as I remember where I was just a year ago. God is so good … that is all I can say … His goodness is undeniable and truly unforgettable. He has brought me a very long way with the strength of His love and might of His hand upon my life. I never thought I would be in this place, this place in my life which I can only describe as ‘good’; it is a place that not even the best dream nor the inventive imagery of a great poet can ever capture. It is a place to which only God could possibly bring me and bless me with such revelations that I cannot yet even begin to testify about. 

Even when thoughts of sorrow begin to rise-up within me, nothing can overshadow what God has done in my life to bring me to such a place of comfort, peace, joy, and fulfillment. Saints, this is the only relationship where you do not have to get into a boxing match to try to defend yourself. The Word of God is its own witness and the changes that come over you, personally, and the changes in your circumstances will be incomprehensible to the unsaved, but no one can take it away from you. No one can speak against what you know has happened to you since you accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life. You may have gone through some ‘heavy’ things and experienced pain and sorrow, but you have been blessed and you are not the same person.  You are no longer that “newborn babe [in Christ] desiring the sincere milk of the word, that you could grow thereby.” 1 Peter 2:2.  So many of us are now mature believers who have established a relationship with a mighty God who has nurtured, protected, moved, and brought us to a place in our lives we could never have attained if had not been for God’s intervention in our lives.

As the rain comes down harder, I am reminded of the times when I thought I would not make it; of the days I cried for relief; the times I saw no way out; when my heart hurt so much that I just wanted to die. I can see the days when I cried out to God, “Why?  Why did my husband have to die, why did my father have to die, why did my brother make such a harmful decision, why are my children behaving so badly, why didn’t I get the job I thought I needed; and why didn’t I get that blessing You gave to someone else – why, Lord?  I hollered out in my pain … God just listened.  He uttered not word – for His word was already spoken before any of those things actually happened in my life. God had supplied all I would need to get me to my present place, the place that allows me to look out and thank Him for not leaving me when I questioned Him; for not chastising me when I argued; and for not giving up on me when I had given up on myself. God had already seen this place, this place where He would bring me and where I would be offering up a mighty praise to Him just to say, “Thank you Lord for all you have done for me, thank you for the pain, the hurt and the suffering in my life.  It has made me the person I am today. It has caused me to be who You had destined me to be, had purposed me to be, and the person You always knew I would become. I have been brought to a place of peace and strength, a place where I can proclaim, “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”” Psalm 37:25.

God is so faithful and worthy to be praised continually! Saints, I have not, as Psalm 40:10, says, “hid[den] God’s righteousness within my heart. I must declare God’s faithfulness and His salvation; I must not conceal God’s loving-kindness and His truth from the great congregation.” Oh, bless His name and let us magnify Him together!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is great, praise His holy name!

August 29, 2007

The Command
Saints, have you ever received a command from God that has caused others to question, laugh, scorn, or even rebuke you when you shared His command to you with them?  Did you have to explain yourself or did you just walk by faith and trust that God had everything under control? Our brother Ezekiel was told by God that his wife would die and he could not mourn according to his custom.  Instead, God told him to “sigh and groan, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead; bind your turban upon your head and put your shoes on your feet; and do not cover your beard or eat the bread of mourners [food furnished by others].” Ezekiel 24:17.  Saints, the Word of the Lord tells us Ezekiel’s wife was the desire of his eyes. Think about losing someone you cherish! Now, can you imagine losing a loved one and not being able to mourn that loss in the way you would feel is most appropriate? What kind of command was this from God?  How would you explain your behavior to others?  You know … your family, friends, co-workers … those who would expect to see you cry, get upset, lose it, maybe even break down to the point where you needed someone to care for you?  

God gives us commands each and every day, some we may not understand, but these commands are in line with His purpose and will and, we can be sure, that His commands to us are in line with our maturity, elevation, and blessings. We are to trust God fully even if we don’t have a clue as to what He is doing. The Word of God tells us that all things work for our good.  But how was God’s command to Ezekiel working for his good? Remember, our walk is not strictly about us.  We don’t have a monopoly on God or on what God is able to do. We must understand that part of the purpose and plan of God for each one of us is for us to bring forth the gospel to all those He sends to us and sends us to.  By following God’s command, Ezekiel was bringing forth a prophetic word … depicting God’s disapproval and hurt over what the Children of Israel had done. The death of Ezekiel’s wife and God’s subsequent command to Ezekiel not to mourn but, instead, “to put on his sandals, not cover his upper lip, nor eat the bread of mourners” was a sign to the Children of Israel.  It illustrated to them their utter disregard for spiritual relationship with God.

The delight of the Lord’s eye, at that time, was the spiritual relationship between Him and the Children of Israel as symbolized by the temple in Jerusalem – the same temple that God would allow to be lost to them.  God knew that the Children of Israel would not mourn this loss because they had fallen out of relationship with Him. Saints, God always has a purpose for what He does. God dearly loved the Children of Israel and, like a loving father, husband, and King, He took care of their every need only to have them seek after other gods and do those things which were abominable in His sight.  Read Ezekiel Chapter 16 for an outline of why God punished His Chosen People.  It will truly break your heart to see all that God had done for His people, His love, His chosen … yet, they forsook Him and all He had done for them. 

The command to Ezekiel was in line with what God was saying to his children.  Ezekiel was commanded not to mourn, for the Children of Israel were not going to mourn the loss of the most sacred of visible covenants … the Temple … the place where God’s glory abode.  Saints, they had the very presence of God among them and they disregarded the power, blessing, and sacredness of their relationship with God in order to satisfy their own selfish desires.  How many of us today disregard the things of God to go after what we desire … those things we say we “can’t live without” … those things which, when put into perspective, only last but a moment. We run after all kinds of things and people in this world hoping to fulfill some need within us that only God is able to fulfill. When are we going to realize that our satisfaction is not found in things or other people, but only in God our Father, who only wants to care for us and bring us into His eternal glory?

Ezekiel was doing what we are all required to do, “Declare God’s glory among the heathen; his marvelous works among all nations.” 1 Chronicles 16:24. How can you declare God’s glory if you have failed to realize it for yourself? Ezekiel’s blessing, his reward for delivering such a devastating message to the Children of Israel and obeying all that God had commanded him, was that he was and is an eternal sign to the Israelites and to us that God wants us to know Him more completely. Saints, Ezekiel’s life was an example of complete obedience to the will of God. You don’t have to explain your individual command from God to anyone.  You need only remain obedient through it all. For the Word of God says, “Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goes.” Joshua 1:9

You don’t know what message God is trying to send to someone else by using your obedience to His Word. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Truly, we worship because of who God is and we magnify Him because He is worthy. 

I Still Fear






August 30th, 2007
Saints, I still fear … I have moments where I tremble in fear against all that faces me today. I get caught up in what I see, hear, and feel. I sit and cry at night wondering if I can hold on, if I will be able to do what is set before me.  I stagger at the possibilities of failure, the looming doubt overshadows me. I fear the unknown, the dark nights, and my often overactive imagination that are contrary to the Word of God.  I never want to disappoint my Father who is in heaven so I tend not to allow my fears to show, choosing to believe that almighty God can not see me. But, in actuality, we all know that God knows the heart and nothing is hidden from Him. Saints, Abraham … in his fear … was convinced that he would be killed because his wife Sarah was so lovely.  “When he was close to entering the land of Egypt, he said unto Sarah his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, this is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister...” Genesis 12-11-13.  Because of his fear Abraham told his wife to lie and say she was his sister. What was he thinking, what was going on in his mind? You know Saints, when left to our own devices our minds can think up some stuff.  We imagine all sorts of things.  But here are two things we don’t do … we never fully put our trust in God nor do we understand what trusting God really entails. 

Saints, Abraham was a prophet, a man of God, a man who had heard from God and witnessed the power of God first-hand. Yet, he still displayed moments of fear.  The Word of God says, “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?” Psalms 118:6. The Lord is on my side, then why do I and so many others still suffer with fear? If we believe the Word of God and apply it to our lives then we should not fear. There shouldn’t be paralyzing any moments in our lives, right? We should be able to stand in the midst of all things. Saints, we know (or should know) that fear is a tool of the enemy. It is a very effective tool and, quite often, it is one that stops, hinders, and sets us up to lie … just at the thought that there is a possibility that we may find a safer way out of our predicament. 

Elijah was one of the greatest prophets.  Even though Elijah displayed the awesome power of God on Mount Carmel (1Kings 18:19-46), he ran in absolute fear at the word of Jezebel who threatened to kill him. Saints, this man had moved in power by the very hand of God, had heard from God continually, had walked with God and yet not many days passed when the Word of God says “he arose at the message that Jezebel was going to kill him and “went for his life.”  He made haste to get far away from a woman who served a false God and did unspeakable things in the sight of the one true God. Her bark was louder than God would allow her bite to be. God came unto the cave where Elijah had hid himself and said; what doest thou here, Elijah?” 1 Kings 19:2-9. Saints, God asked one question; the same question I believe He is asking us today, “What are you doing here Elijah?” God is asking someone today what are you doing in that house … with that woman or man; what are doing at that job; what are you doing still grieving and crying night after night; what are you doing there … wherever you are today? 

David was said to be a “man after God’s own heart.” Read 1 Samuel 13:14. David had accomplished much by trusting in God but, even he, ran in fear at Saul’s pursuit of him. Saints, many times we become fearful because of the various situations that occur in our lives. But the Word of God is true and we must be grounded in the Word to begin to apply those truths and promises to our lives. One of the most powerful and life sustaining scriptures Saints, for me, is this “…Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD.” 1 Chronicles 28:20. It is life sustaining because until my work here is done, God is going to walk with me, lead and guide me, protect me, love me, watch over me, keep me and help me. With God on my side, tell me, truly, what can man or anything else do to me? Think about this for a moment … until you are done with the work of the Lord, that is, until God calls you home, every work that God puts before you will be accomplished by your faith igniting the very hand of God to bring about every promise God has spoken to you. God is able and you are, most assuredly, not alone nor have you been given the spirit of fear but, rather, that of love power and a sound mind to do all God has set before you to do.

Do I fear? Yes, but fear does not have me, and it is only as big as I allow it to get so, in essence, I fuel the fear by giving in to it! We are more than fear wants us to know, we can do all things through Christ.  All things are possible if we believe! Know, today, that fear is nothing without you.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is wherever you are today!

August 31, 2007

The Question

Saints, has anything ever dominated your thoughts to the point you had difficulty concentrating? People do this quite often.  We put a lot of stock in people and individual relationships. Think about what and who dominates your thoughts and then meditate on the question Jesus asked Peter, “lovest thou me more than these?” Peter answered, “Yes, Lord; thou know that I love thee. Jesus said, unto him, Feed my lambs,” John 21:15. Jesus asked Peter do you love “me” more. Who is the “more” in your life? Peter felt he loved Jesus, but he had not gotten to the place where he understood what loving God more means. It is a selfless love, an enduring love, a love that is not compromised by people, material things, or false doctrine. It is a love that is evident in your work for God. He hadn’t realized the extent of his purpose and destiny in God which was determined by his commitment to love God more. Peter had to be so grounded in Christ that nothing would have the chance to come in and distract his purpose. 

Saints, in today’s world we spend an inordinate amount of our time concentrating on so many things that it’s a wonder we ever get anything done.  Guess what tops our list of things to focus on?  You got it … relationships!  We have all gotten caught up in what that man or woman is doing and why they’re not doing what we want them to do.  We women have a tendency to stress over men to the point that we to ask ourselves pointless questions which bring us nothing but more stress.  “Does he love me?” “Does he care?” “What is he doing?” “Where is he going?” “How come he doesn’t call as often as I would like him to?” “Where is he and who is he with?” We go through all this in our minds and it gets to the point that we lose focus on what is truly important in our lives.  Ladies, I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying, “Do you love me ‘more’?”  “Where are you today?” “What dominates your thoughts?” “Are you thinking about why, he did this or that?” Why he did not commit to you but, instead, chose to commit to another. Are you thinking about someone other than yourself?  As you know, we women are more emotional then men.  Generally speaking, we show (not necessarily feel) far more emotion than most men.  Men express things differently. Is that wrong?  No!  That is part of the awesomeness of God and how He uniquely created each of us.

We waste valuable time thinking about someone else … someone whose actions we have no control over … while we neglect to do what we are supposed to be doing in God. We lie around, cry for hours, can’t eat or sleep because we are consumed with thinking about someone or something other than what is profitable for us. The Word of God says, “And thou shall love the LORD thy God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” Deuteronomy 6:5. Saints, every day relationships are challenging in one way or another, but it is your duty to assess how much thought and time you put into situations that are out of your control. Should we give up on people? Of course not!  Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” We are to give them the very Word of God, and move on. Pray, and not hold on to pain or hurt. Are we going to experience hurt and pain? Yes, but we are not to hold on to it, by allowing it to take precedence over God. We are to love God “more!”

Who are you thinking about today? Saints the Word of the Lord says, “I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:” Isaiah 45:5. Have you known God?

Saints, where are you today? Jesus asked Peter the second time, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; thou know that I love thee.” Jesus said unto him, “Feed my sheep.” John 21:16.  We are to go out and spread the gospel to those who are lost.  Are you even aware of the multitudes that are sick? Every day our youth kill each other; the poor are at our door; and the lost are looking right at us.  Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” How can you if you are caught up in thinking about someone?   How can you, when you spend so much more time wondering about “what they’re doing,”  rather than getting to a place within your heart where you can hear from God and know where He wants you to go.   The Lord wants to talk to you.  He wants you to be a blessing to others but you can only do that if you put what is truly important first.

Saints, think about the amount of time you waste trying to figure someone out. Trying to determine what they will say or do. You sit for hours and accomplish nothing for yourself.  You just sit and ‘stew’ about someone who may not even be for you. You must desire greatness and more. God is great and He is able to give you all things but you must get to a place where you can answer the question Jesus asked the third time, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou know all things; thou know that I love thee. Jesus said unto him, Feed my sheep.” John 21:17. Saints, Jesus is saying to you today … it is time that you walk in your destiny and your purpose. Do you love God? Do you want all that God has for you? Can you answer the question from the heart or does Jesus have to ask a fourth time?

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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