Good Morning Saints! The Lord said, “I am thy shield and exceeding great reward”. 
My Bitterness
God spoke to me about healing the other day, so today we are going to focus on the bitterness that results from our being hurt by someone. Some statistics say that 60% of divorces occur to people who are in the church.  This figure includes Baptists, Mormons, and born-again Christians!  Other figures say that the number of divorced born-again Christians is around 27%. Whatever the true percentage, the numbers are alarming.  Saints, let’s assume that 27% of all divorces take place among professed Christians.  These people, Saints, are folks who supposedly know better!  Do you think that number is acceptable or do you, like many others, feel it is too high and should, at the very least, be lower than the 24% divorce rate among other Americans? The Word of God says, “but know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him.” Psalms 4:3. 
Saints, we are called to be “apart” from this world and its systems. We are supposed to be the light of the world but, quite often, there is nothing about us that identifies us as those whom claim to believe in the only one and true God. What has happened?  When it comes to marriage, many of us are no different than non-Christians!  We rush into marriage … moving according to the whims of our emotions and our hormones … instead of allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us. We put our feelings first and forsake wisdom. The Word of the Lord says, “Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets.” Proverbs 1:20. Wisdom wants you and I to come to her for “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding.” Proverbs 3:13. Saints, we need wisdom in the areas of relationship and marriage. 

Many have gone astray by soft words, good looks, and empty promises.  And we are left angry, bitter, and void of understanding. Failed relationships are just one of the reasons so many of our brothers and sisters are walking around in an unhealthy state today. They have trouble moving from what happened in the past and living their lives in the present. They find themselves unable to develop lasting friendships and they’re really not able to give to anyone for they, themselves, are in need.  Bitterness has a way of seeping into our spirit and taking up residence.  It hinders our spirit and draws us into a web of turmoil. Only God can bring the peace needed to move out and receive the healing we so desperately need. The Word of God says, “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7. 

When it comes to failed marriages or relationships we listen to the world.  The world says, “If it’s not working, kick him/her to the curb, there’s a way out.” From the beginning God’s intention was that the sanctity of the marriage union be until death. The Word says, “… because of the hardness of your hearts Moses suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.” Matthew 19:8.  Marriage was … and should be today … to be respected and divorce was not an option.  As a result of all the divorces within the church, there are many Saints who are hurt, deeply wounded emotionally, and walking around filled with an enormous amount of bitterness because of their failed relationships. I won’t even talk about the tremendous suffering many of the children from these failed marriages endure.  Among those who are hurting are brothers and sisters who have been called by the Lord to bring forth the Word of God and minister to those who are lost, but because they are still being held in the darkness of their own suffering and struggle, they are unable to properly minister to others.  

Yes, the Lord does recognize certain situations as grounds for divorce; however, it is very clear that He doesn’t like it very much.  The Word of the Lord says, “But I say unto you, that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.” Matthew 5:32. The Lord allowed this exception because of mankind’s hardness of heart, not because He agreed with it. 
Saints, is there anything too hard for the Lord? Can God do anything or just some things? Do you believe that you can be healed? It hasn’t been too long and you’re not too far gone … God is able!  Saints, I encourage you to give it to the Lord today.  The woman you have loved for years, that man you have stood by … give them to the Lord. God can heal your soul and in doing so relieve you of the bitterness that has filled your heart.  Saints, live free for Christ has made you free. Stop carrying around baggage when the point at which you were to let it go and drop it off has long since passed. 
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Good Morning, Saints! God is so good and I continually trust and believe in Him for all things!

The Work

I am a minister, deaconess, teacher, preacher, and counselor. I am on the praise and worship team, the greeter committee; I open the church and close the church. I help the bishop and the pastor.  I assist in all ministry duties. I go to church on Sunday, bible study on Wednesday, and rehearsal on Friday.  I am doing a great work for the Lord. So why am on my way to hell? If Abraham was justified (established as just by acquittal from guilt) by good works [that he did, then] he has grounds for boasting. But not before God! Romans 4:2. (Amp). You claim to know Jesus but Jesus is saying unto you, “I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” Luke 13:27.  
Saints, it is not about how much work you do in the Name of the Lord or if you claim to have accepted, believed, and confessed Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. You must make Jesus Lord of your life.  You must establish a relationship with Him by drawing near to the Lord not by works, but by faith.  Yes, you can boast to others about what you are doing in your church and in your community but, Saints, I’m telling you … you can not take that same boasting before God.

The Word of the Lord says, “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.” Romans 3:27.  You must have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior for the Word of God says, “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:10.   But, Saints, you must also have relationship!  We can all identify a few people who we feel are definitely going to heaven because of the many good works they do in the Name of the Lord.  However, at judgment, we are going to be surprised to see some of those people condemned to hell. Why?  Many have forsaken the Word of God and the things of God for self-advancement and self-elevation.  Oh, to be sure, the compromise is subtle at first but, before we know it, we look into the mirror of our soul and see that we have separated ourselves from the Lord because of all the compromises we’ve made over time in order to please others and ourselves. 

Saul was disobedient in a variety of ways but, for today, let’s look at his actions in relation to the destruction of the Amalekites.  In the 15th Chapter of 1 Samuel, the Lord instructed Saul, through Samuel, to “Go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.” Saul and his army defeated the Amalekites and “utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and [his army] spared Agag (King of the Amalekites) and the best of the sheep, oxen, the fatlings, the lambs and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly …”

Using Samuel again, God called Saul on his disobedience.  Saul confessed his sin saying, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord … because I feared the people [his army] and listened to their voice.” 1 Samuel 15:24.  It could be that his confession was not completely sincere.  We certainly saw in verse 24 that he blamed others for his disobedience and was unwilling to take responsibility for his actions.   Whatever the case may have been, 1 Samuel 16:14 tells us that, “The Spirit of Jehovah departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from Jehovah troubled him.” 

Saints, it probably seemed to Saul that his decision to ignore part of God’s command was not all that serious … after all, he was scared of the rabble and, I’m sure he reasoned, what harm could there really be in not killing some sheep?  We’ve all done that kind of reasoning at one time or another in our lives.  But this is something we need to be very careful not to do because it will only cause spiritual decline and deprivation. On some level, Saul thought he was doing the Lord’s will.  Look at verse 20-21.  Saul tells Samuel “I did obey the voice of the Lord, and went on the mission on which the Lord sent me … and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.  But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen …” Saints, Saul was far from the truth … the commands of God, indeed, the Word of God, cannot be circumvented to please either our friends nor our enemies.  The Word of God, the commands of the Lord for our lives cannot be ignored simply because we are afraid to do His will.  Just like Saul, many of us are also far from understanding the truth of what God tells us … whether He tells us directly or indirectly.

We all know people who are doing an awesome work in and for the Lord.  They work tirelessly and diligently and the thought that some may still go to hell is a hard revelation. But, Saints, what we see is that which is done on the outside; what is in their heart is reserved to be known only by the Lord.  The Word of God says, “... for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7   God sees the heart and the intent of a man, we do not.  Further, Paul tells us “Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.” 2 Corinthians 10:7. Paul was doing an awesome work for the Lord yet he remained humble before God.  His only desire was to continue “… knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively becoming more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him …” Philippians 3:8 (Amplified)  He knew, just as we should know … but many do not take it into account … that the gifts we have are not our own but given by the Lord to edify the body of Christ. God first chose us!
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Good Morning Saints, truly God is awesome!

“My Trial”

Truly God is able and is worthy to be praised continuously! I love the Lord and I am very thankful for all he has done and is doing in my life. Saints, it is okay that you may not understand everything that is going on in your life. Frankly, you are not privy to everything God is going to do in you life. God knows what we need and what things must happen in our lives in order for those things to happen effectively. All we need to do is trust God fully and lean not, to our own understanding. God is worthy to be praised and magnified for he is Lord. Do you believe that everything that is happening in your life is working toward a good? Can you let go of fear, doubt, hurt, and shame long enough to give God the glory for what is happening in your life today? You want to be used of the Lord to do mighty things but you can not go through the furnace to be refined to do the work. You get nervous when things look as if they are going in a different that is contrary to what God has spoken in your life. God is able!

The establishment of the early church was formed by those who were committed and persuaded that God was who he said he was. It was confirmed and founded on trusting the word of the Lord and believing that Jesus Christ was indeed Lord and by confessing with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believing in your heart that God raised him from the dead, Romans 10:9. 

Sometime we get compliant, comfortable, and conditioned. We desire to stay in one place because of the convenience and our perceived comfort. Saints, the work we are called to do of the Lord is an ongoing work until we are called home. We can not get comfortable in one place nor rely on anyone or anything other than God. Sometimes we are called away from our family, friends, and comfort zones. We also are called out of our comfortable jobs; the jobs that we thought supported, provided, and took care of us. God has a way of pushing when we get to comfortable, and a way of holding us when we get to excited. Our brothers and sisters were forced out of Jerusalem and scattered abroad because of the persecution enforced by Saul (Later Paul); Acts 8:4. On the outside this would resemble something awful but when you look through the eyes of faith you can see that God was in control even when the enemy tried to use the situation to stop the word of God being preached. God knew that the word was not just supposed to be confined to Jerusalem but spread abroad. What happened when the persecution started to pick up? The earlier Christian church was forced out and what went with them was the power of the gospel to be preached throughout the region! Persecution breeds power! Paul said; “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that belies; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek; Romans 1:16. The power of God was being forced out! Saints I believe today they many of us are being pushed out to preach and teach the word of God and to trust him only for provision. 

Saints do not get fearful of what God is trying to do in your life. Trust him he knows when it is time for you to move out. God has a plan for our lives. People may believe that they are getting away with something. They are encouraged by others whom look to man and not to God. They take confidence in their selves believing that they some how have power because of their social status, their nationality, and their money.  The Lord sets up Kings and brings them down. Herod believing he was something and the people of that land helped him to believe his own hype was shown that only God is in control and deserving of praise and glory. They shouted believing that Herod had a voice of a god, and not of a man; Acts 12:22. Herod failing to give God glory and set the people straight, received the acclamations and as a result was struck down by an angel of the Lord; Acts 12:23.  

Saints trust God for he is Lord and able to keep, protect, and provide all things. God loves you and you do not have worry or doubt for his word is true.

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

President/Founder

GWOE Ministry

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, truly God is awesome!

“Season Part 11”

I went to Atlanta this past weekend and was truly blessed of the Lord. I was apprehensive at first; because of a specific situation I had experienced at work. I thought maybe God did not want me to go or that I was not worthy to be called to go on such a trip. I was of course having one of those days where we conversant with ourselves about what we can and can not do. We fail to understand that only God knows what we are capable of doing.  I doubted within myself that I was able to handle what was in front of me. I know that God is able, but what about what is in front of us. How can we move from flesh to totally trust?  How did this doubt get planted? Because of the conversation I should not have had with myself but with God. 

Saints, it is not about us, we are not here to edify ourselves but God and whom he sends our way. The enemy is so crafty; he desires to keep us down and out of the “will” of God for our lives. The tool he uses is doubt and fear. They can be detriment to the heart, mind, and soul if we allow it to take root. I had a work to do something I was called to do of the Lord. I wanted to do the work of course but I was fearful because I kept thinking about what I had just experienced. Change is a difficult thing to accept. God is all about change because he moves and as he moves and we trust him we are moving as he guides. We can not stand still when it is time to move on, we can not doubt when we know the word and voice of the Lord. If you must move out of that job in order to do the work God has called you to do then that is what you must do. If you must trust God for provision then believe me he is able to provide what you need. God is able but not if you fail to believe that truth for yourself. I can tell you and God can show you but if you do not believe for yourself then how will you move out in the faith? If you are afraid to leave that job how can you see how awesome God can be in your life? The word of God says; “God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind; 2 Timothy 1:7. 

Saints, lets take a closer look at that verse. I believe God is doing a new thing in some of our lives and now more than ever you and I must trust beyond what we see, hear, and feel. It looks bad, as if you are going to lose everything, but power. The case against you seems concrete but you have been given power. The people called as witnesses against you are very compelling, but you have power. The prosecution is out to get you and put you away for ever, but you have been given power! Saints, it looks bad, it looks as if all is against you but God said greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. You have been given power.  You have a sound mind in the Lord. A mind to distinguish, to articulate the things of God, to discern those things that be of God and those things that the enemy is trying to wrought in our lives. We can if we would just trust God do all things for the word of God says; we can do all things through Christ which gives us the strength; Philippians 4:13. 

It is time we operate out of trust, that we question nothing and lean not to what we understand but what we know of the Lord. God is in control of all things. You do not have to walk around with a defeated attitude for you my sister, my brother have been given power!!! You have power to trust, believe, and have faith in what you do not see, hear, or feel….
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Good Morning Saints! God is good and worthy to be praised!

Divine Design

The Word of God says, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” Genesis 1:27. We were created in God’s image! How awesome is that truth. 

Saints, as a body we have a variety of gifts and abilities and individually we’ve been given specific talents and gifts by the Lord.  Even our personalities have certain aspects and specific traits … specific to us … given to us by our Heavenly Father. So why is it that we want to mimic other people? Why does one preacher want to sound and look like another when each has been uniquely created and gifted? Each of us has God-given qualities that will help us and allow us to do the work to which He has called each of us. My ministry is not the same as yours, my approach to spreading the gospel is different than yours. You may sing, I may teach, someone else will write.  We have all been given the same assignment … to spread the gospel throughout the world … but each of us will approach the assignment in a manner that is distinctly our own.  Saints, understand just how awesome God is. We serve a God who is able, mighty, and unique Himself. There is no other God like Him nor is there any other to come. God is unique, in a class of His own and we have been created in that uniqueness.  We need to stop trying to be like someone else and rejoice in the awareness that God has given each of us something that is specific and unique … something that only you have and only you can work. 

There are many ministries like the one you have or the one you are serving. The difference is the vision God has set for each ministry. The vision will be different, but the goal is the same … all ministries are supposed to be designed to spread the gospel to as many people as God determines. We are in different places and called to do different things.  But we need to remember that our differences, our uniqueness in the Lord, do not mean that any one person is better than their brothers or sisters in Christ.  We have a specific assignment that we should honor because it was given to us by the Lord. We are to support one another, not get caught up in what makes us different. The Word of the Lord says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. We are all sinners who have been saved by His grace.  So what makes you better than me?  Nothing! God can move in my life just as mightily and just as powerfully as He moves in yours. Saints, we must stop being envious of each other and condemning each other because our approach to spreading the Good News of the Lord are different and, instead, support the specific calls our brothers and sisters in Chris have been given by the Lord. I am not a prison minister, but I can preach the Word of God.   I am not a teacher, but I can minister the Word of God.  I am not a Pastor, but I can lead and guide through the Word of God. We are not all called to do the same things, but we are all called to accomplish the same goal. 

Many of us have issues with one another that are brought on by jealousy and envy. We envy the person who appears to have a more successful ministry than ours. We covet another’s gifts because they seem greater than what we have. We plot against our brothers and sisters because we have not yet established our own relationship with God so that we can understand what we have been given and called to do. Our gifts become unrecognizable because we are so busy concentrating on our brother’s gift or our sister’s abilities.  Consider this, Saints, you don’t know the cost of the gift or ministry they have … all you know and see is that they have something you desire.  Don’t you know that not one of us owns a thing … don’t you know that all things belong to the Lord? Our gifts, abilities, talents, possessions … all of it belongs to God.  The Word of the Lord says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Psalms 24:1.  Everything belongs to God for He is able and the creator of all things. The Word of God says, “… For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.” Luke 12:48.   We’d better believe that much is required of our brothers and sisters who are working some awesome ministries. They have responsibilities most of us would be unable to handle. We can’t see the work that goes on behind the scene.  We don’t see the trials, struggles or persecutions our sister or brother has to go through and suffer. We do not know the cost nor are we privy to the fact that they did not just wake up one day and walk into their call to be a minister, an author, or a vocalist.  It was a process, and the process began inside. 

Saints, it was through divine design that we have received so much from God.   Our design is unique, and the divine call upon our lives is specific to each of us. I love the Lord for what he has done in the lives of my brothers and sisters.  When I see how He has raised them up I know that He is no respecter of persons and that He will raise me up in His time.  God raises not according to man’s standards, but according to His ways and in His divine time.  Remember, my work and your work will be different, but we are set to accomplish the same goal.
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Good Morning, Saints!  Give God the glory for what He has done!

My Lord

God spoke to me and said, “You will speak my Word!”  Never before had I heard God so clearly, yet doubted so strongly. I have always wanted to hear from the Lord, but never trusted that I could or would.  There were times when I thought I heard His voice, but how can you be sure? How do we know the voice of the Lord, how can we distinguish it from our own fleshly desires? 

Elijah desired to hear from the Lord, he was having one of those moments many children of the Lord experience. He was doubtful, and becoming fearful and needed to be reassured, directed, and strengthened by the Lord. He went before the Lord to hear from Him.  A mighty wind came, but the voice of the Lord was not to be found, when the rocks broke into pieces and an earthquake came, still the voice of the Lord was not to be found. Saints, the Word of the Lord says, “And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.” 1 Kings 19:12  Saints, scripture tells us that the voice of Almighty God is “still and small.”

How could this be? We expect greatness, might, power, force – not a still, small voice? When we hear it, what’s the first thing we think, “That can’t be God … that voice was way too quiet, too tranquil.”  Saints, it was God for what God had to say and continues to say today does not require a loud voice or theatrics. This is what we expect, but I am so glad God does not do anything I expect Him to do. Here’s what I mean by that.  I know the Word of God, so I expect His promises to be kept for God is truth.  But I do not expect nor want Him to behave in the ways I think He should because, most of the time, it’s my imagination at work. My finite mind can not grasp the awesomeness of God, for His wisdom is infinite. The Word of God says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.” Isaiah 55:8.  God does not think nor act in ways we can logically understand or perceive. God moves and operates out of a totally different realm – far from anything we can imagine.  We have nothing against which to compare God and His thought processes.  God is Lord and creator of all things.  Given our humanity and our finite minds, there is no way we can explain God. 

God is not of this earth nor of a realm of thought we can imagine. God is not of this place … His kingdom is in heaven, but He’s not limited to heaven and certainly not confined to what we can understand.  No matter what we say nor how hard we try, our minds just can not grasp the awesomeness of God.  So why do we try to determine, figure out, configure, and explain that which can not be explained by the human mind? We must stop trying to figure it all out – we just need to trust God, and God only.  He is worthy and we should trust only in Him for He is Lord and there is none else. 

Trust is something that will continually grow as we mature in the Lord. There are various levels of trust and God, through the Holy Spirit, leads and guides us into all truth.  That truth deals with our inability to trust. We don’t know how to trust God as we ought. We fear and become doubtful because we try to trust God from what we know of trust. The trust God desires from us, has nothing to do with the kind of trust we’ve been taught or what we’ve experienced. Only through God can we, children of the living God, learn to trust as we should.  We’ve got to trust while in we’re in pain and when things are happening we don’t understand. What we see with our natural eyes is not what’s really happening. We need to look through the eyes of faith. This is the essential part of trust that God wants us to acquire. We must trust beyond what we know, feel, hear, and see. This sort of trust takes time and we can only learn it from the Lord. First we must be willing to give up what we know of trust and lean on the Lord. Saints, my Lord … your Lord … is not unapproachable but is actually much nearer than we give Him credit. The Lord said, “I will never leave nor forsake you” and this truth is where we must begin to learn trust!
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Good Morning, Saints! You must stay connected!

“Stay Connected”

Saints, it is imperative that you stay connected to the very word of God. Now more than ever we are under severe attack and must be grounded and fortified in the word of God. Our comfort lies in our ability to encourage ourselves and stay the course. 

What do we do when it gets heavy, over-bearing, hard, difficult, and down right oppressive? How do we hold on when it hurts so badly? Jeremiah said; It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; Lamentations 3:22. Saints, the Lord’s mercies endure forever and renewed each and ever day. The compassion and comfort of the Lord are continual. That sounds good but how do we hold to that truth when we are in the moment of pain? Saints it is the love of God that will get us through. It is his power, might, and strength that we have to lean on and depend upon. 

I am a witness that it can get crazy, it can be heavy, and it can also be very painful but God. We must get to a place where we can say in spite of what is happening in our lives, “But God”. God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us; Ephesians 3:20. God is able to do all but it is according to the power we have working in us. The power we have working in us is the power of God, which dwells within us. Saints, Jesus said; according to your faith be it unto you; Matthew 9:29. It is our faith which can determine how, what, where, and when. If we have faith as a grain of mustard seed Jesus said; ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you; Matthew 17:20. We must work our faith and stay encouraged that God is able. His mercies, comfort, peace, and joy are able to keep us. God is more powerful than we can imagine. His power and might is beyond our comprehension. If he said it, he will surely bring it to pass. It is that power we must trust in, it is his never failing strength and historical proof that is able to keep us in the midst of what we are facing. 

No one can tell us that it is going to be okay, that everything is going to work out for our good. We must believe that God can and will do what he alone is able to do. You and I must be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, (grounded in the Lord), that bringeth forth his fruit in our season; (Our season is ordained by God) our leaf also shall not wither; (We must be consistent in our walk) and whatsoever we do believing we shall prosper; Psalms 1:3. Saints, we must not fret nor become afraid of what is in front of us. The word of God says; God has not given us the spirit of fear, so when fear comes gripping us we must rebuke it in the name of the Lord and move forward in what God has purposed and planned for our lives. No matter what happens, what goes on and what we face we must stand and believe that God is able to do what he said he would do! The Lord God is “EL” (Mighty, Strong, and Prominent), he is EL Shaddai (God Almighty), God is Adonai (Master), He is our provider (JEHOVAH-JIREH) God is our healer (JEHOVAH-ROPHE), He is on our battlefield (JEHOVAH-NISSI ). Saints our God is able and we must get a hold on this truth! Get to know the names of your God and how mightly he truly is!  

Jeremiah was labeled the weeping prophet due to the message he had to bring to the people of Israel and their lack of concern for it. He came to the conclusion that in spite of his being beaten, put into prison, banned, and other horrible things which were done to him that God was able for the Lord said unto him: Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD; Jeremiah 1:8. Saints do not be afraid, nor sadden for God will bless and keep you through it all!
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Good Morning, Saints! You must stay connected!

Stay Connected – Part 2
We must stay connected to our power source. God is the source of our strength. We can do nothing without God, but the Word tells us we “can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13. 

If we can do all things through Christ, then why do we continue to do things on our own? Why do we lose faith and trust in what God is able to do? Many times it is due to a lack of information. The Word of God says, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. We must study the Word of God and commit to His word so that we are fortified and grounded in the truths of God.  Saints, now – more than ever – we must know the Word of God for ourselves. We are constantly being challenged and the only way we are going to be able to stand unwavering is through our faith in the Word of God. 

God can come in at the last second, at your greatest hour of need, and when you least expect Him to come. You must have faith until the end, and hold on, believing that it is all going to work for your good. We are not supposed to worry or lose sleep because what we face is in the hands of the Lord. The Word of God says, “It is vain for you to rise up early, to take rest late, to eat the bread of [anxious] toil--for He gives [blessings] to His beloved in sleep.” Psalms 127:2 (Amplified Version).  If God is handling what we are facing then why are we anxious, fretting, or feeling doubtful? It all comes down to our lack of faith and trust in God. God is able and this truth is evident through experience. “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.” Psalms 31:5.  Saints, have we truly committed all to the Lord? We give some things over to the Lord, but we tend to hold onto those things we feel we have control over. 

Saints, if we stay connected to the Lord and the things of God, we will come to a place where we know in our heart, soul and spirit that nothing is too hard for the Lord. God is able to do all things! I do not believe that we grab hold of this truth effectively. If God can do all things, if the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, if God is Lord of this universe why do we fret? Why are we caught up in fear and doubt? If we are connected to the power source then we lack of nothing. It is when we fail to stay connected to the Word, to the truth of the Lord and to His promises that we waver and become discouraged. The Word of the Lord says, “Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.” Psalms 31:24. Being courageous is having confidence in your power source! Our brother Paul put it best when he said, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, is able to separate (us) from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39. Saints, have confidence in your power source, believe today that God is able to do all things.
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Good Morning, Saints!  God is all you need!

Restore, Replenish, and Revive

Saints, my soul is truly heavy, my walk brief and labored. My imagination is running wild; my head is filled with endless thoughts and numerous possibilities.  Every day I carry along the day’s challenges and tests.  I cry, I scream, and I want to just give up! But, God be praised … I never fully give into any of these emotions. The Word of the Lord says, “He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.” Psalms 23:3.   It is in the Lord that we all must trust. 

I get discouraged, I doubt, and become fearful of what is in front of me. Will I stand or fall; will I continue to walk or give up? Will those things God has spoken to me come to pass? Can I do what God has called me to do? It seems so difficult and, much of the time, my circumstances seem so unfair.  To be honest, if I look at all that is front of me it seems impossible. Maybe God made a mistake and He chose the wrong person for this job, this work. I want to give up, stop and turn around. I am, after all, only human. At times I just want to forget who I am in the Lord and ignore the power that is working within me. Is that possible? Can we be real and share how we truly feel? 

The Word of God says, “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31. If we wait upon the Lord, a blessing is sure to come. To wait is to be in a state of inactivity. To wait is to expect that something is sure to come. We are waiting with the expectation that what we have hoped for, had faith in, and trusted in is going to happen. It is going to come to pass. There is nothing that is going to stop it from manifesting itself within our lives. Our waiting is the evidence of the faith we need to bring what we have hoped for into being. The Word of God says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1. We wait for what we have hoped and believed God will bring to pass. So we have a pretty good idea of what the waiting is, but what about the word, ‘upon’? The Word says if we wait ‘upon’. “Draw nigh (near) to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” James 4:8. Let your heart, soul, and mind move closer to the one who has the strength, courage, power, and might. 

Yes, Saints, we all get discouraged, but God is able to restore, replenish, and revive! No, we are not perfect and the Word of God tells us quite plainly that, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33. It is the Word of God … and nothing else … that brings us to a place of true peace. The Word of God has a way of settling us, comforting us, and encouraging us to go forward, to move on, to get up and get out!  As we ‘wait upon’ the Lord, we are waiting in hope of the truth of His Word. God restores the broken heart and the sin-sick soul. God is able to replenish what has been taken from us, and what we have given up. God, my sisters and brothers, can revive us through our praise. The Word of God says, “They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine.” Hosea 14:7. 

Saints, we are to live under the shadow of the Almighty and come to the One who is able to meet us where we are. God can meet us at a place of defeat and will, if we let Him, meet us in our fear, frustration, doubt, and discouragement. His Spirit comes in to comfort and bring that peace which surpasses all understanding.  Philippians 4:7 
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Good Morning, Saints!   Jehovah Jireh … God provides!

A Man

I know a man, who came in the likeness of man, and humbled Himself as a servant but yet was powerful. I know a man, who was willing to do the ‘will’ of God and not fulfill His own desires, yet was full a might. I know a man who selflessly died so that I may live freely. He gave His life that I may live an abundant life set free from death and sin. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” Romans 8:2. 

Saints, this man’s name is ‘Jesus’.  Notice I said ‘is’ for He yet lives making intercession for each of us as He sits on the right hand of God; But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” Hebrews 10:12.  Jesus is Lord and Savior … have you made Him Lord and Savior of your life?  “Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life …” John 14:6 … have you surrendered to him so that you may live the abundant life?  I hear many sermons preached, but few dare to mention His name. The Word of God says, “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.” Philippians 2:10.  If Jesus is the way then why have we gone astray?  If Jesus is the truth, then why are we set to believe a lie? The Word of God says, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;” 2 Timothy 4:3. We placed in the pulpits men and women who preach to our lusts and desires, so we are left wandering around aimlessly when the truth is shining just a step away. 

Saints, I have a need within to tell you about our Lord and Savior Jesus. The Word of God says, “… no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6 (d). We forget that “There is a way that seems right to a man but,” the Word says, “the end thereof are the ways of death.” Proverbs 16:25.  That message you receive each Sunday may sound good, it may even fill you with emotion; hence, your belief that it was good. But God forbid if we preach against homosexuality, lesbianism, alcoholism, drugs, fornication, lying, deceit, and other such things that are against the Word of God and contrary to His truths.  If we do preach these things, we are considered rebels of the gospels, not fully able to understand the Word. We are viewed as enemies of society. I don’t want to preach good tidings if God is telling me to preach against sin. I don’t want to make your flesh feel good and leave your spirit void of understanding and healing.

Our brother Paul put it best when he said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16.  I can not be ashamed or fearful of preaching in the way of Jesus.  I can not look at you without telling you about Jesus. I must share with you the awesome sacrifice He made for you.  God loved you so much that He sent His only begotten into this world to die for your sins.  Jesus has risen and so must we.  We must rise above the lie, the feel good parable, and the flesh pleaser. Dare to hear the Word preached without fear, shame, and doubt. Pray that utterance may be given unto all who are called to preach the awesome message of the gospel. Pray that they may open their mouths boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel. Pray for ministers, Pastors, Bishops, Reverends, evangelists and teachers that they will not be ashamed to be used to help set free, deliver and bring healing to the lost, down-trodden, and forgotten.  You may have been chosen to spread the message in any number of ways. I pray you will have the strength to preach ‘Jesus’ Lord and Savior without compromise.
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Good Morning, Saints!  And the Lord said, “Trust Me.”

Self Condemnation

Saints, how many of us condemn ourselves on a daily basis? How many times have we missed the mark and started to feel sorry for ourselves?  Sometimes, we’re our own worst enemy.  We fail and we think God is mad and is going to punish us. We sometimes get to a point that we believe we can’t do anything right and so ask ourselves … “Why even bother?”

I was reading the Word of God and became fixed on Philippians 4:6, “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”  Right away, I thought about how much we worry about things we have no power over. We condemn ourselves because of our supposed failures. We get completely caught up in what’s wrong and how bad it is.  We worry ourselves to death wondering, “Who’s going to fix it … when and how?” and we cause ourselves needless emotional stress and, sometimes, even physical illness.  “Be careful for nothing” simply means, don’t worry about anything. The Word of God says, “… The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16. We are instructed to pray … not worry because God has the power to do what we can not. 

We’re so used to worrying, you’re probably wondering … “How can I not worry?”  Let’s face it, when something goes wrong in our lives, we immediately start worrying about how to fix it, where to go get help, and who we can call.  This is a natural human response to situations and circumstances that impact us negatively.   At some of the worst times in our lives, we go into ‘self-reliance mode’ and start thinking and feeling we can somehow accomplish what only God is able to do. Many of us decide to fix financial issues by working more than one job.  In other situations and at other times, we decide the best way to handle things is to lean on someone else.  Oh, yes … we have a solution for everything but, quite often that solution does not involve God, His plans for our lives or what He (and He alone) is able to do. 

Saints, it is imperative that we not allow ourselves to be “… conformed to this world: but [to be] transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2.  We must transform our minds through the Word of God. God is powerful, mighty, and able to do what we stand in need of today. Why condemn ourselves when we were not made to carry the load in the first place? Why fret and become upset when God is our strength and the source of all we need. We can stand confidently and face whatever is in front of us today because God is standing with us to deliver us. 

We are instructed not to worry.  Why?  Think about it!  If God is able, then why should we worry?  Worry and anxiety are evidence of our lack of trust and faith in God. The Word of God tells us, “Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him as righteousness.” Romans 4:3. We see that it was Abraham’s faith and trust in God’s Word that righteousness was attributed to him. Saints, our faith in Christ Jesus is that which will assign righteousness to us. Paul said, “… not having my own righteousness which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” Philippians 3:9. 

We must have faith.  We must believe and trust the Word of God. God said it and Abraham believed His words. God speaks to us as well and we must believe not only His words, but His Word! The Word of God will not return to Him void.  The Lord said, “… it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11. The problem is that many of us, sad to say, do not recognize the voice of God. We get flustered, nervous, and doubtful because trusting God means we must move beyond what we have been used to hearing, seeing, and doing according to the standards of this world.  Saints, it is in God’s Word that we must trust! It is on God’s Word that we must lean and depend upon at all times.
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Good Morning Saints! God is continually there!

Forget

Lord, have you forgotten about me? Am I to stand alone in my hour of need? I strain to hear your voice; plead to feel your touch. Are you there or have you forgotten about me, your daughter? 

I feel as if my breath has been taken away, the pressure has intensified. I have lost all and many of my friends have left me standing alone. Why does it seem so hard to stand at times? Everything has come down upon me and I feel as if I have to give up. I have no other recourse but to throw in the towel and wave the white flag. I want to be a good daughter, but it hurts.  I want to remain faithful through it all, but everything seems to be coming against me. I believe the Word of God, but what stands in front of me is more than I can bear. I feel as if the walls are drawing closer and closer.  I want to stand and continue to trust God, but the things that are happening in my life seem contrary to what I trust and believe is possible in God. 

I have no hope in what I see or in my own abilities. I have doubts about what I can do and what I am able to accomplish. The Word says, “[We] can do all things through Christ …” Philippians 4:13, but I feel my strength has failed me once again.  I cry at night because of the weight I’m carrying and my fear of what is expected of me. I am downcast, Lord, heavily laden with the cares of this world. I am lonely and filled with discontent. Lord, have you forgotten your daughter? Will it always be this difficult?

I ask myself, “Where is my trust?” and “Why am I in this place again?”  I have come too far to allow doubt and fear to cause me to give up. I asked to serve the Lord, and serving does not mean doing things my way or when I feel like it. Jesus said, “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” John 6:38.  We are called to do the will of the Lord … not our own will, but God’s. The Lord desires total submission and obedience, and only through giving up will we then receive. 

So, “Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.” Psalms 42:11. Lord, my hope is in you!  I love, trust, and believe your Word. Sometimes, it seems as if I am alone and that you are so far from me. At those times, I can’t hear your voice, feel your love, or see the direction in which you are leading me. Lord, I can quote your Word, but if I don’t walk in your Word or apply your Word to my life, then it is of no effect.  When it comes to dealing with troubles, Jeremiah put it best when he said, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23. 

Lord, I know we may forget. We are subject to this world and our flesh. You, however, never forget nor are you going to leave or forsake us. Your Word is our strength.  You are our rock and salvation.  Sometimes we get caught up in what is happening around us.   The enemy has a thing about throwing curve balls and fast balls at us … all at the same time.  It’s a trick he uses to make us believe that God isn’t with us just because we are facing multiple issues all at one time. Saints, we forget whom we serve when we fail to hold on. When we doubt and become fearful what we’re actually doing is turning from God.  We’re turning to the situation instead of trusting in the might of God and we trust in the insufficiency of self. 

We serve a mighty God and this truth is what we must lean on. God will do what He said He would do. Saints, we are always in our Father’s thoughts. Actually the Word of God says, “How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.” Psalms 139:17-18. God is thinking of us and He knows what we are facing. “Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am.” Isaiah 58:9. 
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Good Morning, Saints!  And the Lord said, “Trust Me.”

Deliverance of the Lord

Saints, when God delivers you, you are healed, set-free, and prosperous! The Word of God says, “He brought them forth also with silver and gold; and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.” Psalms 105:37. Saints, God brought the Children of Israel up and out of bondage from Egypt. They came out with silver, gold, and much increase.  Further, the Word tells us, “…there was not one feeble person among them.” Jehovah Rapha - God our Healer. 

When God delivers you, you excel and are encouraged. You are able to extend your blessings and empower others! God has a way of healing what has been done to you and restoring what has been taken from you. God will supply as He delivers. You may be fearful of what lies ahead.  You may hesitate to take a step out in faith, but the Word of God says, “He brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness.” Psalms 105:43.  Saints, God brought forth the Children of Israel and He is bringing you forth today so that you may be able do all He has purposed for your life. God is able!  You must stand firm in total faith believing that He is going to do what His Word has promised. You can be delivered from any form of addiction – whether it be drugs, alcohol, food or sexual perversion –  depression, oppression, doubt, fear, and anything else that binds you today! You have been given “… the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven …” Matthew 16:19 You have been given these keys and you may use them at your discretion in your hour of need. 

Have you utilized your power? Have you stepped out in a faith that is grounded in hope? The Word of God says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1. I hear the Word of God speaking in such power today. This Word of Encouragement is designed and purposed to meet you where you are. God loves us so much that when He looks upon us He sees the need within us and He immediately begins to supply that which we need the most. Saints, God wants to deliver you, He wants to set you free! God does not want to see you depressed, oppressed, or discouraged.  He wants you free so that you may help set others free! Remember, it is not about you.  It is about the grace and power that has been extended to you because God loves you. The extension doesn’t end with you but must be carried by you to your brothers and sisters who may also be in need. 

God wants you to walk in the truth of His Word. Prove the Word by walking in it and applying it to your life. God’s Word is truth but, far too often, we fail to use God’s truth in our lives. We have power, but we walk in defeat and fear. We have been given much, yet we walk past our gifts believing that lie of the enemy which says we can not obtain nor possess what has been freely given to us. God made a promise to care for the Children of Israel. That same promise applies to us today. God said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you!”  God is with us, will not forsake us, and He will supply all our needs! He delivered the Children of Israel and He delivers us today. He brought them out, and His desire is to bring you and me out of all that is hindering and holding us captive. He gave to them, and He desires to give to us today. The Word of God says, “The people asked, and God brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.” Psalms 105:40.  Saints, have you asked God today? Jesus said, “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 14:13. Have you asked today?  

Why does God want to deliver us?  He wants us to be free to do all He commands and He wants us to submit and be obedient to His Word for He deserves all the glory, honor and praise!
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Good Morning, Saints! Our God is able!

Stand Still

During prayer God spoke these words to my heart, “Stand still.”  My spirit was anxious because I had been anticipating something unpleasant I believed was going to happen. I was on edge, but was holding onto God’s truth. I knew the enemy was trying hard to deter me from going into prayer. I heard him say, “You’re alright, you just need to sleep and get some rest.”  I listened for a moment, agreeing that I was too tired to go into prayer, too drained to open my mouth to give God the glory, honor and praise. I wanted to leap into the bed, but I knew my spirit was willing and able. Saints, when we cannot utter a prayer we needn’t worry for “the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered.” Romans 8:26.  I felt a pull on my spirit … I had to go into prayer. I was heavily burdened, Saints, but I knew that God was able to meet the inner need I had for His love, His touch, and His comfort.  Saints, we must stand still in the midst of all that may be coming against us! Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. “Now therefore, stand [still] and see this great thing which the LORD is about to do before your eyes.” 1 Samuel 12:16.  Saints, there is something awesome about standing still in the Lord.

Stand still, for no weapon that is formed against you will prosper. Stand still, not one of the fiery darts of the enemy will prosper against you. Stand still for greater is He that is in you then he that is in the world. Stand still for the Lord is your rock and salvation. Stand still for the weapons needed for our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. Stand still for your weeping may endure for the night, but joy comes in the morning. Stand still for the God of our salvation is at hand. Stand still, God is with you and He has promised to never leave nor forsake you! Stand still for great is the Lord’s faithfulness. Stand still … you can do all things through Christ who gives you the strength. Stand still for the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. Stand still and ask yourself, “Is there anything too hard for the Lord?”  Stand still for God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” Numbers 23:19. 

Saints, “An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up.” Proverbs 12:25.  I am encouraged by the fact that I do not have to worry for the Word of God says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6.

We are natural worriers and to unlearn our inclination to worry, our minds must be continually renewed by the Word of God. To be able to stand still, we must know the Word of God for ourselves.   Paul told Timothy to “study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman need not to be ashamed in rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.  Saints, we have nothing to be ashamed of … the Word of God is truth and that divine truth is able to bring about a change in our behavior, our attitude, and our mindset. 
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Good Morning, Saints! Jehovah Shalom: God of Peace.

Peace

The Word of God says, “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7. Saints, the peace of God can not be understood nor can it be explained. 

Is it our job to explain those things God is doing in our lives? The peace of God surpasses all human understanding and we are not able to explain the peace, joy, or comfort we feel when we are trusting and believing God’s Word. When we apply the Word of God to our lives and began to walk in the truth of His Words, we are making a statement the world finds difficult to comprehend. Saints, I have lost my husband, my job, and some friends.   My finances are getting close to being non-existent, my children are being attacked and my home in jeopardy … all I can do is praise and smile. I have been ridiculed, talked about, and lied on … but all I can do is worship and glorify God. David said, “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalms 34:1. 

I used to wonder, “How could David bless the Lord at all times?”  Let’s face it, we get upset, oppressed, tired, discouraged and I’m sure he did as well. So how could he bless the Lord at all times? Even when he was going through, he was able to continually bless the Lord. I am encouraged because I have found out why. David, just as many of us do, got to know our Father, King, and Lord. He is able to do all things and nothing else matters. Paul said, “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” Philippians 4:11. How can we remain content in the midst of trials and tribulations? Jesus said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33. I am in Christ, and there is nothing or anyone who can remove me … for greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world! 

Did David or Jeremiah, Paul or any of the apostles, have anything we don’t have today? Actually we have more – for unlike David and Jeremiah – we have the very Spirit of God dwelling within us! They believed the Word of God and so must we if we are to overcome what will come to challenge, discourage, and distract us. Jesus said “be of good cheer.”  Yes, we there is going to be tribulation in our lives but it’s okay for God is able! We can not allow society as a whole or many of the people in our lives to dictate our behaviors because, the fact is, they just do not understand our belief. We do not have to mourn as they do.  We don’t have to react to negative situations in the same manner as our friends or family members.  And, we do not have to compromise the truth of God. Saints, I am so tired of feeling bad because I don’t do things according to the world’s standards.  I am not of this world and, if you have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you my sister, my brother are not of this world either. We are only here temporarily to do as God wills us to do. 

I am a child of God, an heir to salvation. I am of a peculiar people, I am royalty! God is my sustainer, way maker, healer, deliver, lover of my soul. I serve the only true God, creator of heaven and earth. He is called by many names: Elohim (God of power and might), Shaddai (the breasted one/the Almighty one), Olam, (the everlasting God), Adonai, (Master) and Jehovah, God’s most common name (the self-existent one). Saints, I serve, we serve an awesome God. I do not have to explain His peace, joy, and love to anyone and neither do you!
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Good Morning Saints! Truly we are in a place of Action!

Freedom

Saints, we are free in the Lord! We are not entangled in the fetters which previously separated us from Chris like the enemy would have us believe. We have been set free never to be bound again! The Word of God says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1.  This being so, then why … why do we behave as though we are still in bondage?

We allow fear, shame and anxiety to entangle us is a sticky web that holds us back from all the Lord has set before us.  The Word of the Lord says, “[Neither] height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:39. Nothing, Saints, absolutely nothing can keep us from the love of God, the comfort, the joy, and the peace of God. Our failure to draw near to the Lord is our failure.  Our propensity to look at our situation and try to figure out how and what we can do to change the situation gives evidence of our lack of faith and trust. God is able to do all things, but if we fail to apply this truth to our lives we are in jeopardy of suffering needlessly. 

The other day I lost a very important book. It had addresses of networks I desperately needed, not to mention my concern that personal information about others might wind up in the wrong hands … I was devastated.   There were even a few checks endorsed to the ministry inside that book! This book had everything I needed in order to do some essential ministry work.  There were receipts in that book and many other important papers. I was stressed and overwhelmed by the thoughts of what could happen if someone picked up the book and stole the checks and had access to personal information made available to me by those who trusted me.  My mind was so full with thoughts … worries about what could happen that I failed to immediately go to the one who had the power to assure what would happen! I suffered enormous stress, undue anxiety, and felt physically sick because I permitted the enemy to take my mind on a trip ... a bad trip!  Saints, the Word of God commands us to “Be careful for nothing (Don’t worry about anything); but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” Philippians 4:6. 

I went through 24 hours of unnecessary anguish before I finally prayed to the Lord that if He willed it, my book would be found and found intact. Saints, I am filled with joy that my book was not only found but everything was in place. Give God the glory!  He is deserving of all, because all things are in His hand. My book was in a store lying on the counter where I had left it 48 hours before.  I give Him the glory, honor, and continual praise.  “Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness.” Psalms 143:1. God, in His faithfulness, heard my prayer.  In His righteousness, His joy was my strength! During service on Sunday the Spirit of the Lord came upon me with such comfort, joy, and peace. I felt calm and encouraged to continue to trust God.  Saints, when things are going crazy, when we are stressed out of our minds, we must remember, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”  Psalms 18:2. There is nothing too hard for the Lord!

Don’t hesitate to take everything to God in prayer, Saints.  He is able to do all things. Our hesitation shows our lack of faith that God will do what His Word promises. God desires to do all things for His children. We just have to walk in faith and not by sight. It is not about what we see, but how much we believe. It is not what is in front of us, but what we see through our spiritual eyes!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones
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God Bless, Saints! Good Morning to all the faithful in the Lord!

My Stance

Saints, I don’t know how many of you may have seen the movie, Babe.  It’s about an exceptional pig and how he was prepped to enter the sheep dog herding show. I know, you’re thinking … is she crazy?  No, but when you are the mother of little ones you tend to watch movies and TV programs geared toward them. The movie had a message many adults can relate to. 

As you can imagine, the owner of the pig was laughed at and ridiculed when he entered his pig in the contest.  Fortunately for him there were no rules to disqualify him so they had to allow him to participate. He knew something they were not aware of.  He had witnessed what they had not witnessed.  He knew the pig he was entering was able to win the contest. He believed in what he knew for certain and had personally witnessed. All that was left was for him to do was to move out in faith. Ah-ha! Now you see where I’m going. As a child of God you have information that many do not possess. How many of you, for the sake of the name of the Lord, have been laughed at, ridiculed, judged unjustly, and made fun of? We know the Lord and what he is able to do but many of us fail to take the stance. 

Nehemiah was laughed at, scorned, teased, and pressed upon to discourage him from doing what he knew God had called him to do. When Sanballat heard that the wall of Jerusalem was going to be rebuilt, he was angry.  He was quite indignant and mocked the Jews. Saints, when we decide to do the will of the Lord many will have the nerve to be angry. They will try to discourage us from following through on a decision that will bless us and bring us closer to the one and only true God. Some of the discouragers will be friends and even family members.  Our friends, like Sanballat did with Nehemiah, may first try a subtle approach. Sanballat sent messengers to Nehemiah requesting a private meeting … during which they planned to do him mischief.  Nehemiah 6:2. People will claim to have our best interests at heart but, in reality, they are being used as instruments of satan trying to deter us by any means necessary.  After five unsuccessful attempts to get Nehemiah to meet with him, Sanballat showed his true purpose when he hired a false prophet to persuade Nehemiah to go into the temple to talk. But the Lord was with Nehemiah and “he perceived that God had not sent the man and that the pronounced prophecy against him was from Tobiah and Sanballat.” Nehemiah 6:12.  Like the farmer in Babe, we must stand firm on the Word of God, we must believe in what we are doing in the Lord and be determined to move forth.  We must stand on faith and know that God is with us to deliver us from all that will come our way.

Nehemiah 4:1 Saints, Sanballat was indignant and continued to try to keep Nehemiah and his friends from rebuilding the wall.  We come up against many people who will stand against us as we endeavor to take our rightful ‘stance’. Nehemiah took his stance and he prayed to God for strength and said, “So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.” Nehemiah 4:6. He continued in his work for the Lord … Nehemiah knew something Sanballat and his cronies did not, that was God was able.  Even in the midst of what may seem impossible, silly, or incredible God is able for greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. Do not allow yourself to be deterred; God is with you to deliver you! Your stance, which is the evidence of your faith and belief that no matter what it looks like, sounds like, or feels like you are going to stand … for God is with you!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus
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Good Morning, Saints! Containment, not with the Lord!

My Soul

I just have to give God glory this morning. He is Wonderful, Awesome, Faithful, and Loving. I have to stop and praise Him for He is so good! I have a joy in my soul in spite of what I see before me. I have peace when hell is breaking out around me. I am moving and operating in a sound mind when they are telling me it is hopeless … Saints, my soul cries out to the Lord continually. David said, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.” Psalms 42:1. Saints, my soul … my sisters and brothers … pants after the Lord.

This morning began like most. I woke, got the kids ready for school and began working diligently on ministry duties. I was sitting thinking of the love of God and how I sometimes fret, doubt, and get frustrated about various situations. I know the Word of God but sometimes I, like many others, fail to apply the truth of the Word to my life.  I know God is able to bring me through, to provide all my needs, so why do I worry? Our flesh wants desperately to mimic society. It wants to worry, fear, and doubt. However, our soul desires to trust in the Lord, to cry out to God in praise for all He is and for what He alone is able to do. Saints, get ahold on this truth. God is able to do all things but fail. You are covered no matter what.   God has you and He has promised to never leave nor forsake you! 

Yes, I praised God like never before because I love Him. I have my moments, but I love the Lord with all my heart, mind, and soul! I love Him for He is Lord, King, God, and lover of my soul. My soul cried out this morning as most of your souls must do right now. Cry out to God your deliverer. God is able! Do not be afraid of what you see, feel, and hear. The Word of God says there is nothing that can separate you from God’s love. Romans 8:39. You must be grounded in Christ. Jesus said, “Whosoever comes to me, and hears my sayings and does them he is likened unto a man which built a house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.” Luke 6:47-48. Saints, you must dig deep – that is study the Word of God and set your heart to do what it commands. Your foundation must be Christ and nothing more, for that foundation Jesus said is impenetrable! Nothing can come against you, bills, family, friends, situations, nothing can block the truth that lies in and is founded in Christ Jesus. Jesus said “according to thy faith.” It is according to what you have faith in today that will save, deliver, comfort, and set you free.  

What is bothering you today? Is it the lack thereof? The Word of God says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge …” Hosea 4:6. Saints, we are defeated before we even come out of the gate because we do not have anything of value to stand upon. My soul, your soul must be grounded and founded in Christ Jesus. The Word of God must abide within you for the Word says, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Psalms 119:11. God is good and worthy to be praised – worthy to be praised because He is Lord. God is Lord but you and I must make Him Lord of our life or we will continue to fall as we are deceived “by every wind of doctrine,” and pierced by fiery darts the enemy throws our way. My soul cries out Lord, Master, King, Deliverer, Way Maker, Joy Provided, Lover of My Soul, God…

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be free
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Good Morning, Saints! God is so good! I am in His loving and able arms…

Stepping Out

I am stepping out in faith, Saints, stepping out in what I know is true and believing in who I know is able. I have my ups and downs, my good and bad days, but I am determined to have more ups than downs and to acknowledge more good than bad. I am committed to going the full distance. I will not stop in spite of supposed failures. I will not give up when things don’t go my way. I will stay the course because God has brought me this far. The Lord is never far from me, the Word of God says He is “… a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1. 

This one thing I desire, to dwell in the presence of the Lord. I want to inquire in His temple, to be held by Him. I want His blessings upon my life, but I want something greater. I want the Lord’s hand upon my life, not for what He is able to do, because I love him. I love the Lord! I want to feel His presence and to stand in His court. Do you know what a pleasure it is to stand in the presence of God? He is Lord Creator of all things and the Word of God tells us “… all things were created by him, and for him.” Colossians 1:16. We were created for His good pleasure and to rule over the earth for He gave us dominion from the beginning. If I – indeed, if we – do not step out in faith we will not be able to move in His full purpose. 

A step out in faith is made with the confidence of God’s love toward us. The evidence of that love is spread throughout scripture. The universal scripture used to assure us of that love is John 3:16:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  But I would like to go deeper, if that is possible.

David said, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.” Psalms 27:4.  David dared to desire to be where God dwelled!  We have the Spirit of the Lord dwelling within us so we have His power, might, and love with us always.  But to dwell, for us to dwell, is to dare to take the step … to step out from anger, anxiety, anxiousness, fear, low self-esteem, drugs, fornication, and adultery.  It is to step out of yourself and believe that God is able.  To step out and believe that what He promised you and me in His Word is what He will do. The Word of God is the proof.  The Word tells us, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” Numbers 23:19. 

Saints, if the earth is truly the Lord’s and if everything in the earth belongs to Him, then it is safe to make this assumption: each of us and everything we see today belongs to God. There is nothing that is on this earth that He does not have control over for the earth is His! I stress this vital fact for those of you who believe there is no hope.  No hope for to find that job; no hope of keeping your home; and no hope for your child to go to college. Everything belongs to God and is in His control. Can you apply His Word to your life? Can you walk in the Word of God fully, in spite of what may be happening around you? Can you fill up your tank believing God today and not what is in your wallet?  Now, is that faith or craziness?  Faith is not logical, and the sooner we can get a hold of that truth, the closer to truth we will be.  So … if you stand in need today, why not go to the one who is able to give you peace, joy, and comfort? Why not step out in faith and take the hand of God that is continuously extended out to you? Why not do something you have never done before? I stepped out and I must say I am enjoying my relationship with the Lord more and more each day!!!!
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Good Morning, Saints! God is the author and finisher of our faith!

My Advantage

What is my advantage? What do I possess that others do not? Who am I that I can stand and speak to mountains and situations? What, I ask those of us who are in Christ Jesus, is our advantage?

Saints, did you know that we perish for lack of knowledge? The lack of knowing who we are in Christ Jesus has caused many to remain stagnant in their spiritual growth. The Word of God says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. When we accept Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives the Word of God tells us “we are a new creation.”  In other words, Saints, ‘old things’ – those things we used to do, the ways in which we used to behave, and the places we used to frequent – no longer mean anything to us for we are now ‘new.’  Many of us don’t have a clue about who we are outside of God. The Lord, our creator, knows who we are and what we are capable of accomplishing because He created us for a purpose. Therefore, when we accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, “we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. 

My advantage is my understanding of who I am now that I am in Christ. I can do all things through Christ who gives me the strength.   Further, the Word of God tells me I have power, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.  I had lived in fear for so long; I’d suffered needlessly because I felt so frightened all the time. And I could never figure out why I was living in constant fear. I wanted to move forward but always in my ear I heard ‘why I shouldn’t’; ‘why it wouldn’t’; and ‘what could happen’ to me if I stepped out.  Thoughts of failure, defeat, and death paralyzed me most of my life.

Saints, I was ignorant of the power I possessed and what I could do. What Christ did for all of us was to wake up that which was lying dormant inside of us. What advantage do we have, Saints?  Jesus!  Jesus was crucified, suffered, died, and rose again for us, so that we might receive all that God has for us. His death and resurrection made us free, free to walk in victory continuously! Free to do what we were purposed to do from the beginning. 

I know that because of the love of God, the love and obedience of Jesus, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit I have a solid advantage “because greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4  What we possess in God is so awesome but, Saints, we do not fully operate in that power. We have the advantage but it doesn’t truly benefit us because we are still wondering what we have instead of accepting what is inside of us according to the Word of God. We are standing with the means, but lack the knowledge of how. Jesus said, “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19. Saints, let’s begin to walk in what God has given to us. Let’s stop being fearful and understand the advantage we have in God. “… We are more than conquerors through him that loves us.” Romans 8:37. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free
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Good Morning, Saints! I love you and so does your Father in Heaven.

Know Him

Paul wanted to "... know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” Philippians 3:10. Saints, I want to know the Lord! God knows us for He is our creator.  I’ve learned many things about myself as I draw closer to the Lord. The one thing I desire is to know God, His love, His comfort, peace and sheer faithfulness.  I want to know the Lord. 

What makes me want to know God in this way? What is the draw, what is the need, and what is my desire? I want to know the Lord because He is so awesome, and it truly amazes me that He loves me. God chose me and my name is written in the Book of Life. The creator of heaven and earth knows my name! I want to know Him because His love is so enduring, so unconditional and so faithful. God said, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. He draws us with His love, He keeps us through His love, and He strengthens us with His love.

Can we know Him in the way Paul so desired?  Is it possible to know the Lord? He is Lord, King, and God! The Word tells us to “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Luke 11:9. All we have to do is draw near to the Lord for He draws near to us everyday. His Spirit dwells within us but, many of us walk around all day without acknowledging God and His presence. We allow all the situations in our lives to take precedence over what is needful and fulfilling. We block what really matters with issues and concerns that do not even need our attention. Saints, God wants us to come unto him. He desires to open to us and reveal to us His goodness. He said, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Matthew 11:29. Saints, the Word of God says, “if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.” Deuteronomy 4:29.  We come to know the Lord by seeking His face daily. Seek God, He wants you to come to Him and learn about Him. The yoke that He lays upon our shoulders is light, and “in him we live, move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28. 

We can not get to know someone without spending time with them. We can not know them if we are afraid to look deeply within them. We are fooled if we think just because we know surface stuff about someone that we know them. Spending time with someone does not mean sitting and looking at each other all day, we have to ask questions, tough questions and using the Spirit’s gift of discernment to read between the lines. Spending time with God can not be rushed in a ten minute prayer, or during a Sunday service. We must spend quality time with the Lord, and allow the Spirit of God to speak to us. We serve a holy God and those that worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:23. Spending time sometimes means giving up something in our lives that hinders us from fully knowing God. We can not expect to know God if we do not want to deal with those things the Holy Spirit is helping us to see about ourselves. When we spend time with God we are also spending time getting to know ourselves better. We are not who we think we are. God knows us and if we desire to know God then we must also be willing to deal with self.  “Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.” Psalms 25:4. 

Saints, the Lord said, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.” Isaiah 55:8.  So for us to get to know God we must first allow God to help us to know ourselves.
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