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How many times have you knowingly told a lie and thought to yourself, “I’ll just ask for forgiveness later,” or you had the nerve to ask God to forgive you immediately after you told the lie?  Saints many of us walk according to what we believe we can get away with – we need to thank God for His faithfulness! 

The faithfulness of God endures; it is longsuffering but, even so, how can we knowingly walk in disobedience to God and His Word?  We need to understand that those of who know the Word of God but tend to want to pick and choose that which we feel comfortable with are playing with fire.  God is not to be mocked, for whatever a man sows he shall also reap Galatians 6:7.  We want what we want, and many of us don’t care who we have to hurt, step on, or deceive to acquire that which we believe we’re entitled to. Saints, how many of us feel as if we are owed something? Within us there’s a belief that God and everyone else owes us something because of what we’ve suffered. Maybe we had a rough childhood and unconsciously we blame God for the things we had to endure. Or, perhaps, we made some decisions in our life that led to some suffering. 

Many of us go through life playing the “blame game.” Others just never seem to be able to move on with life.  We’re always asking, “Why” about everything we went through, and we hold a grudge against God for allowing whatever it was to happen. Saints, we have got to know that God doesn’t make mistakes. We were born into the right family, lived on the right street and within the correct neighborhood. We may not understand why we had to go through some of the things, but the question we need to ask ourself is, “Do I trust God?” Some of us come to God believing only what we want to believe.  In these people there really wasn’t a change of heart or a conscious dedication to Christ Jesus and no transformation took place.  That being the case, it is difficult to trust. The Word of God in Romans 12:2 tells us, “not to be conformed to this world: but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind.”

We need to take some time and truly, prayerfully mediate on the Word of God so that our minds may be renewed with the things of God. Most of our conscious efforts have probably been dedicated to thinking about our situation, our current issues, “why this happened,” and “what about that.” But, Saints, hear me on this -- Philippians 3:13 tells us to forget those things which are behind, and reach forth for those things which are before you.  Now don’t get me wrong, God is not telling us to forget everything as if it never happen, instead, He wants our focus to be on reaching for what is ahead for us in Christ Jesus so that healing and deliverance can take place. In this particular context, the word “forget” means “to not dwell on, or focus upon, to stop mentioning.” 

How do you suppose we receive the strength to forget those things? We do so by trusting and believing in God, and by looking forward to what is ahead for us.  Look forward to those things God has laid up for those of us who love Him.  If we set your heart to understand, if we seek God -- He is faithful to provide us with all we’ll need.  All of us know the story of our brother Paul and how he tormented the Saints of God to death! He even watched, and was instrumental in, the death of a faithful brother in the Lord, Stephen Acts 22:20. From the very Word of God we see Paul acknowledging that he “persecuted the church of God beyond measure, and wasted it” Galatians 1:13.  Clearly, Paul had not prayerfully meditated about the things he was doing before his conversion and he probably didn’t seek God about the things he was enduring during that period.  But, listen carefully to this; once he accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, Paul was determined to move forward.  We know this because he told us, “one thing I do:  I forget what lies behind and I reach forward to what lies ahead...” Philippians 3:13. 

Do we really need to know why we had to go through those difficult times or can we just trust God? Can we look beyond the things we did because of the things that happened to us, or can we just trust God? God is in control of all things. We must come to God believing that He Is and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him Hebrews 11:6. Why?  Because, Saints, without faith it is impossible to please God. We must step out in faith and believe that what we have experienced and what we may be going through now should not be our primary focus.  Instead, our focus should be on what God is able to do in our life and what God is doing in our life.

The enemy wants to get our attention focused in all the wrong places and on all the wrong things.  The enemy is particularly interested in having us focus as much of our energy and attention as possible on all the awful things we’ve experienced in our life.  When we focus on negativity, that’s all we can see.  In John 21:19, Jesus told Peter to “Follow Me!”  Now instead of focusing on Jesus, Peter started asking a lot of questions that not only had nothing to do with Kingdom building, they weren’t even any of his business.  Jesus told Peter, “What is it to you, if I want him to live until I return?  You must follow me.”  John 21:22  Saints, our focus and our only goal is to follow after Christ Jesus – we must seek His direction for our life and do His will so that we are able to fulfill our God-given purpose!

I hear the Spirit of the Lord saying that someone has experienced enormous pain at the hands of someone they trusted and considered a friend. God is saying, lean not to your own understanding of the situation, I am preparing you for greatness and some people just cannot follow after you. Saints, God is preparing us for greatness and those who are not ready to elevate God will deflate. They must become less and less in your life!  Be Encouraged, God loves you dearly and no one is able to take away or change how God feels about you! Smile, God said He loves you and, truly, that should be enough!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones 

Is it time to Move?
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Saints, have you ever felt an urgency to move? Some of you may have belonged to a church for quite some time and now you’re feeling as if you need a change. Some of you may be in a situation and have a rather strong feeling that something needs to change -- right now!  It’s as if you are undergoing a transformation yet everything around you is the same. Same complaints from people, same stories, many of your friends and family are still in the same mess you’ve ministered to them about many times over -- nothing has changed, but you. Saints, we were not supposed to stay in the same place. As we follow Christ Jesus and continually seek Him, we are ever changing and growing in the Lord. When we’re doing this, things can not possibly remain the same. As we receive instruction and grow in the Word of God, we are continually building Christ-like character and behaviors. We can no longer sit by and be unfruitful. We must move out and use the gifts God has given us! 

Only you can determine if God is leading you to move out of a situation or if He is leading you “to do a work” you have never done before. It’s a personal call, one that calls upon your unique abilities, talents, and the specific gifts God has given to you. Many of the early prophets, men of God, did not feel as though they were ready to move out of their comfort zone or to step away from what they knew into the unknown. Moses, you will remember, was asked by God to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.  Instead of simply saying, “Yes, Lord, I will go,” Moses questioned God about why he should be the one to go, “Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” Exodus 3:11.  Further, he made excuses, giving the Lord reasons why he didn’t think he could do the job, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."  Exodus 4:10
Saints, you may be asking the same question about the change that is taking place in your life, “Who am I?”  Remember, you are looking through “natural eyes” and trying to bring into focus that which is spiritual. You only see your limits, but God sees your ability to do all things through Christ who is continually strengthening you. Listen to what God said to our brother Moses -- and is saying to you and me today, “Certainly I will be with you.”  Exodus 3:12   Saints, do you know what the word ‘certainly’ means?   It means without doubt, surely, of course, definitely! As you move forward according to His will for you, God is telling you today, in the year 2007,  “I will be with you” and that’s for certain, definitely, there is no doubt!  Not only is God going to be with you, but He will continue to order your very step! 

Saints, we were sanctified and ordained to be what God has called each of us to before we were formed in our mother’s womb Jeremiah 1:5. Think about that for a moment -- you were sanctified and ordained to be a teacher, to spread the Word of God -- perhaps as a Pastor, Evangelist, or an Elder. You were called to a position in God’s name that you may have never thought possible. But I heard the Word say, “All things are possible to him that believes.” Mark 9:23.

If we believe that God is able to do the extraordinary, the impossible, the unbelievable then we can mount any challenge and call. Take our brother Jeremiah.  God called Jeremiah as a young boy, “He sanctified and ordained [Jeremiah] a prophet unto the nations” Now how do you suppose Jeremiah responded to God?  He said, “Ah, Lord God!  Behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.”  And what did God say to him? “Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.” Jeremiah 1:6-7

Saints, STOP making excuses; you have been in this one spot too long. You think you can’t move on because of this person or that person. God is speaking to you, not your friends and not your family. You must do what God is calling you to do and never mind the small things. Furthermore, God said to Jeremiah, and to you and me, “don’t be afraid: for I am with thee to deliver thee.” Jeremiah 1:8 

Some of us are stagnant because of fear, and God is telling us today DO NOT BE AFRAID for I will deliver. God will bring you out of all that may come to pass. God is able to uphold you, keep you, protect you, and strengthen you in the midst of all things, “if God is for us who can be against us?” Romans 8:31.  Saints, it’s time to move!
Good Morning Saints! God always makes a way!

“He is Able”
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Saints, the Lord encouraged my heart today, He allowed me to sit back and mediate on His goodness and how able He is. God is able to do more then we can ask or think! He can do exceeding and abundantly more Ephesians 3:20 that God “is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” God will make a way out for us. No matter what the enemy or circumstance has brought to pass in our life; God is always there to provide a way out!  “God is faithful; He will not let us be tempted beyond what we can bear. But when we are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that we can stand up under it.”1 Corinthians 10:13.  God has called us unto himself and nothing is able to separate us from the love of God which is found in Christ Jesus Romans 8:39. Believe, today, Saints -- God, will make a way out! 

We are covered, kept, loved, cared for, and very much a part of our Father who is in heaven! What are you going through today? What are you facing today? Believe my sisters, my brothers that God is able to bring us through. Even if it looks hopeless, God is the God of hope. Saints, somebody needs to hope in God: “…hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance.” (The look of His approval, favor and encouragement) Psalms 42:5.  In the middle of trouble, pain, doubt, and fear, we are able to lift up our head and praise God for all He is able to do.  When we are depressed and discouraged, we “shall yet praise Him, who is the health of [our] countenance” Psalms 42:11.  God is able to bring about a change in us and bring us to a place of peace in the midst of trouble. We have to go through whatever it is but, praise be to God, we will not go through it alone and on our own.

How could our brother Paul say, “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed” in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. Because he knew what God was able to do, his hope was in God, and Paul took on the character of His Father by praising Him continually. Paul could boast in the Lord because he sought out God, fully believing that God was able to deliver him from all his fears. If we’re not in the presence of God how can we know His abilities, and what He is able to do?  On any given day, each of us can be swallowed up by the very trials of life.  Can God deliver us from what we face today! Of Course!  God is not only able but willing to do all for His children whom He loves and cares for. We need to get to a place in God where we believe that He is able to set us free from whatever binds us today.

The faithfulness, righteousness and obedience of Abraham is a good example of what is in store for those who believe and trust in the Lord, and who understand that all that is worth hoping for is found in the Lord our God.   God told Abraham to “take now your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love … and offer him there for a burnt offering on one of the mountains.”  I can hear just about every one of us right now, “Say WHAT?  I don’t THINK so; you must have me mixed up with someone else!”  But Abraham was faithful AND obedient and KNEW his God was able!  Listen to this …”Isaac spoke to his father and said, “My father … Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  And Abraham said, my son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering…”  Abraham was sure – God was able.

Let’s move along a little further, “And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.  And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven and said, Abraham, Abraham … Lay not your hand upon the lad … for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son from Me.” Genesis 22:2, 7- 8, 10-12  Now, maybe God’s request of Abraham was a test, but what a test-a-ment to faith in and obedience to the very Word of God -- because Abraham knew that God was able.  Genesis 17-18 tells us how the Lord rewarded Abraham, “I will bless thee … I will multiply thy seed as the starts of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore … and in thy see shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because you have obeyed My voice.”

Now, Saints, are you sick of being sick and tired? You ought to give God a try.  Are you tired of always finding yourself in a place of want and desperation?  Then you need to focus on and believe in the power of our Lord and Savior to bring forth righteousness. You are justified my brother, my sister, justified by God, He sees no sin upon you because Christ Jesus died for our sins.  Saints, Jesus Christ, the only and beloved Son of God “was delivered for our offences and was raised again for our justification.” Romans 4:25   His death … the perfect sacrifice … and His resurrection made it possible for us to be forgiven our sins and wash away any guilt.  

Today, Saints, today … you and I must take God at His very Word, for as Daniel said, “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from all things!” Daniel 3:17 We must believe today for God has bestowed grace (unmerited favor) upon us and this grace comes by faith.  And we need to remember this; God IS able – yesterday, today and tomorrow!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

Good Morning Saints! Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, the one who is able to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, Jude 1:24. 

He is Able - Part 2
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Saints, yesterday we spoke of God being able. We touched on justification and righteousness and I believe God desires to take us a little further. There are some of you, and others you may know, who are feeling hopeless today.  You feel hopeless because of your circumstances and/or whatever you’ve been through and, perhaps, are still facing today. Somebody was told they have lung cancer and they have given up; somebody was told they have to leave their home, and they are looking at their past and feeling they deserve what is coming upon them.  Somebody has been a victim of abuse, and has never fully recovered from feeling as if they had something to do with it. Somebody, today, believes there is no way out, and they have succumbed to despair. 

Why do people feel that there is no where to turn and that there is no one who will listen or understand.  Why do we think no one cares? The word of God says in 1 Peter 5:7, “cast all your care upon Him; for He cares for you.”  Saints, can you cast (throw/deposit) all of what you are experiencing today God’s way? Can you throw guilt, shame, doubt, fear, hurt, and pain into the hands of Almighty God?  Maybe you who may have had a horrible childhood, your mother may have been on drugs, your father absent, and you who may have been abused, physically, mentally, and psychologically. I hear the Spirit saying, you were introduced to drugs by a loved one.  Can you cast that hurt into the hands of God?  I believe you could -- if you knew how God was able to not only receive all that you cast to Him, but that He will also heal every inch of your broken heart, spirit, and soul. 

The word of the Lord says in Psalms 55:22, “cast thy burden (a ‘burden’ is anything that keeps you up at night, keeps you filled with anxiety and worry) upon the LORD, and He shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.” Saints, we know what “sustain” means in the English dictionary (to keep, to bear, to support), but in the Hebrew tongue the meaning comes into full view. The Hebrew word for sustain is “chul” and, yes, it too means to maintain, nourish, provide bear up, protect support).  However, the secondary meaning is to receive! Do you get this revelation? You cast (throw/deposit), and God receives! God receives your hurt, pain, guilt, fear, shame, anxieties, worries and He nourishes, protects, and supports you through it all.

Just think of a bank -- you deposit money into your savings account.  When it is received (credited to your account) you will then receive the interest on it … if you don’t touch it.  If you make a deposit into the hands of the Lord and He receives it, you can instantly begin to reap the benefits of His interest!  There is no waiting. “God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 God will protect you, “He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge…” Psalms 91:4 Saints, God is the only one who is able to bring about a change in your life.  He will bring about a change that you couldn’t achieve by marrying the one you thought could change everything, by smoking it all away or by drinking it deeply enough.  

“You are justified freely by faith by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:24 Saints, the call for us is to come to God by accepting Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior of our life.  The Word tells us, “No man comes to the Father, except through Jesus. Why? … Because Jesus Christ is “the way, and the truth, and the life.” John 14:6.  In Jesus there is peace, deliverance, and freedom from what you are suffering right now.  Saints, someone needs to “get it together” in their mind and in their heart with respect to the justification of God. We are accounted just; we are freed from the guilt and penalty of sin! We have been cleansed by and through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  It was because of His righteousness and His precious blood, as from a lamb without blemish and without spot, that we are justified: 1 Peter 1:19. Saints, we have attained righteousness (without guilt or sin) -- the righteousness of faith (Romans 9:30), that is found only in Christ Jesus!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones.

Good Morning Saints! God speed! Saints how many of you can relate to this truth?

My Life
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Someone was raised by a mother who would rather get high then tend to any of your needs. You learned early in life that to survive you had to do whatever you had to do. If that meant stealing, you stole; if that met hurting someone before they could hurt you, then that’s what you did. 

To survive meant you had to do things you knew were wrong; but, with a mother out every night and not knowing who your father was, your mind was on survival. You didn’t have clean clothes to wear every day -- never mind taking a bath because you didn’t always have water. You could barely see at night because your electric was always being cut off; and, more often than not, the refrigerator was empty. You didn’t do well in school because you missed so many days due to not having anything to wear. Your mother would show up every three to four days. The neighbors knew what was happening; one in particular may have tried to help out by feeding you and your siblings, but the others were just plain mean. They would call you names and talk about you. The kids were cruel and unbearable at times.  They behaved as if you had something to do with your situation!  Sometimes you were, and still are, full of bitterness. 

As you got older things just got worse. You began to hate everything and everyone. All you wanted to do was hurt others so they could feel the pain you were in 24/7.  You may have thought the only way you could make ends meet was by getting caught up in selling drugs. You found out later that getting high dulled the pain a little -- the pain of falsely believing you were nothing, and would never amount to anything. Things may have gotten worse, because you realized that you needed more drugs because the pain kept getting worse. You may have found yourself out of work, no where to run, and no one to turn to for comfort -- but the street. 

Saints, what kinds of behaviors or attitudes does a life like this cause? Feelings of fear, shame, doubt, and bitterness may have clouded your ability to think. You may have, or had, the attitude that nothing will ever go right in your life and you can’t do anything right.  You’re angry all the time, full of bitterness, and judgmental about everyone. You don’t feel comfortable in a room full of people. In the back of your mind, you’re always wondering who is talking about you, and who is plotting against you. 

Do you know you can be saved even though you’ve lived the life described above or something similar? The word of God says; “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. Salvation is for everyone who believes. “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” Romans 10:10. Saints, “if [we] confess with [our] mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in [our] heart that God raised Him from the dead, [we] will be saved.” Romans 10:9.  “For by grace we are saved through faith; and that not of ourselves: it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8. This wonderful eternal gift belongs to all who come to the Lord God no matter what we may have experienced or may have done. Saints, all we need to do is give our heart to Christ.

It sounds so simple you say, “What about my past?” Well … “What about your past?” Can your past determine your destiny? No! It is time we break down and tear down the generational curses on our lives. In the name of Jesus Christ, we have the power of the Spirit of God to break down and cast out every generational curse we may have been born into!  YES!  My Lord! We need to step out and understand that we are not our mothers and we are not our fathers.  Just because they were a certain way we need not become like them because we are “fearfully and wonderfully made …” Psalms 139:14.  Whatever characteristics or personalities they had, we must know and understand that when we come to Christ, “we are a new creation, the old self dies and we are resurrected into the newness of life which is found in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior…”; Romans 6:4. You were uniquely created in the image and likeness of God Genesis 1:26. Be encouraged and know today that salvation is waiting for you; it is a gift from God. Reach out now and receive all that God has for you to receive!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! God is so good, and worthy to be praised! Do nothing without His anointing and approval!

The Blueprint for Living Holy
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Is living holy wearing all white? Wearing suits for men, long dresses for women? No makeup or jewelry? Is it something we wear outwardly or is it an inward change and transformation? Some principles in Holy Scripture that refer to living holy require not only the faith to believe what the Word of God is saying, but also the obedience to accept His Word.  We need to believe that the Word of God teaches us how to live a better and healthier life. 

Why are we to live Holy? God said in 1 Peter 1:16, “be ye holy; for I am holy.” Saints, we ought – no, we need -- to live holy for we were not called, “to be impure, but to live a holy life.” 1 Thessalonians 4:7. Okay, you say … now just how are we supposed to do this?

The word of God is our instruction manual on life and how we ought to live. But before we can begin to live holy, we must learn obedience.  We learn obedience through our sufferings ... great and small.  Hebrews 5:8. The word of God tells us that Christ “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross!” Philippians 2:8. Christ Jesus uttered not a word as He suffered for our sakes.  We’re not asked to suffer as Christ did … He did it once, for all!  But we do need to understand that what we suffer usually has more to do with others than with ourselves. Remember, Saints, it is not about us! Yes, we do and we will suffer; but the way we approach and stand through our suffering speaks of our commitment to God, and what we believe God is able to do for us. How many of us continue to praise God in the midst of our suffering? Continue to go to church, read the Word, and do what God had called us to do despite our suffering? How many of us continue to operate in the spirit of holiness? 

When my husband was sick in the hospital, I thanked God continually for choosing us to go through such an experience of suffering because I realized that it was not for our sakes but for those who had never prayed before, never opened a bible, and never went to church. Our suffering was for God’s glorification that souls might be won for Christ’s sake! Many people were drawn to my husbands’ bedside and, subsequently, they encouraged me. People did things they never thought they would do in the Name of God with whom they had never had a relationship. Why? Because of the life we led and our commitment to live according to the very Word of God.  

Living holy is being selective in: what you say and do; who you hang with: and how you behave. We must begin to deny our flesh the works of worldly lust. The works of the flesh are outlined in Galatians 5:19-21. We must, as Ephesians 4:22 instructs, “throw off our old selves,” that is, do way with those things of a sinful or corrupting nature and “instead, let the Spirit renew [our] thoughts and attitudes.  Saints, this is where the problem lays for most of us. We fail to do those things that are required of us in order to achieve continual Spiritual growth.

I know we’ve all seen individuals who’ve been a part of a particular ministry for years, yet we can discern no easily identifiable Spiritual growth or maturity.  What’s happening? These individuals continue to behave in the same way as those who are still “in the world,” and who make no pretense of being anywhere else.  They are still backbiting, bickering, lodging false accusations toward their brothers and sisters, and yet they claim to have been saved for years.  In order to live holy we must deny ourselves those things “of the world” that will impede our Spiritual growth and maturity and, instead, chose to do that which is pleasing in the sight of God.  That is, we must follow His ways, His statutes and His commandments. There has to be a change!  Change comes through good, sound teaching and by receiving the Word of God. If we don’t receive the Word of God into our hearts, into our minds and into our spirits, how are we going to achieve the ultimate goal of living holy? 

We can bring about the necessary change in thought processes and ways of doing things by mediating on the Word of God, getting to know the character and blessedness of God and having faith in what God is saying to us in His Word.  We need to work hard and study the Word of God so that “we can present [ourselves] to God and receive His approval.”  And we will “Be good workers, who do not need to be ashamed and who correctly explain the word of truth.”  2 Timothy 2:15.  

Living holy is an inward commitment to always ask the question, “How would God want me to handle this,”  “What would Jesus do?”  We have a duty to walk as Christ walked, talk as He did, and to behave as He behaved.  Can we accomplish this? Certainly, the God within us is holy and we have been called to live as such.  When Jesus was continually being attacked verbally and theologically by the Pharisees and Sadducees, He spoke in love and truth. Can we do this when we are being persecuted? Jesus had the confidence of who He was in God, and what He was able to do with the power given to Him. He lived holy because He stayed in the presence and company of God through prayer! Can we, by the very Word of God, lead someone into truth just because we are seen as living holy?  I believe we can.

Saints, we have to take the first baby-steps toward living holy.  We can begin by being selective in the friends we keep, the things we say, do, and how we act. We must learn how to “control our own vessel [body] and live in holiness and honor.” 1 Thessalonians 4:4.   Further, 1 Thessalonians 5:22 reminds us to “abstain from all appearance of evil.”  Saints, we must follow after “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, and gentleness” in order to ‘live holy’ as we are called to do.  1Timothy 6:11

Be Encouraged Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com

Lifting up a Standard
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What do we do when the enemy ‘pours’ into our lives like a raging flood? This flood represents overwhelming evil and persecutions that overtake us with one lousy issue after another? Do we stand? Can we believe, and firmly hold onto, what God said in Isaiah 59:19, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.”
What is a standard? Saints, let’s break this down so that we can be confident, encouraged and lifted up when it comes to what the Lord our God is doing in out lives as we face trials and tribulations.  The definition is two-fold.

The Bible refers to the word flag as a "standard” or "banner.”  The Hebrew word “Degel” is translated as, a flag, banner or standard. A standard is defined as a banner used as an emblem, marker or rallying point; military or personal flag. The standard-bearer –whether soldier or civilian -- carried the standard at the head of a marching army. In today’s world, standard-bearers lead parades and high school bands at half-time.  The standard itself was a long pole upon which a banner or symbol was attached.  Most often it was used as a formal, visual symbol of state, monarch, or a military unit.  Think about all those movies we’ve watched featuring the Roman army.  There were always at least three standard bearers:  one carried the most important symbol, the Roman eagle; another carried a portrait of the emperor; and a third carried the name and number of his particular legion.

From our point of view, the banner is God, and He is saying to your situation, issue, and/or circumstances, “You (the enemy) can come but so far, and do only so much to my child … he/she belongs to Me.” Our Standard – God, Himself – is lifted up against all our enemies, and under His protection, no enemy can come near to us! God knows our outcome; He saw the beginning and He sees the end!

A standard-bearer’s job was to strike the first blow; their lives were usually very short. God is our standard-bearer, protector, and support.  The banner He carries is that of being the Great Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth and of all that is within the earth, above it, upon it, and most certainly beneath it! It is God who fights our battles -- for the battles we face are not flesh and blood battles. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12 A consequence of having God as our Banner to protect us and to fight our battles is the witness we provide for those who see how we can remain peaceful in the midst of the storm; how calm we are though inundated by a ‘flood’ of seemingly never-ending difficulties; and how we stand unwavering against all that comes against us.  The will see the Christ in us and will began to give honor to the God we serve!

Why? Because the Lord is the great “I Am.” “So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the rising of the sun?” Isaiah 59:19. Saints, “from the rising of the Sun to the setting of the sun -- the Lord’s name is to be praised.” Psalms 113:3. How is this accomplished? How do we praise and evoke others to praise the name of the Lord?  We accomplish this through the very “standard” God sets for us, and through our witness of how God has brought us through. 

Saints, the Ark of the Covenant was a standard against all those who would come up against the children of Israel. This was the “standard” which God used to ‘cover’ His chosen people. When the children of Israel went out, the Ark of the Covenant went before them. The ark represented the holiness of God and His very presence. It represented the strength of God! The standard for us today, Saints, is the same -- just a different representation -- for God never changes! Within the Old Testament the Spirit of the Lord came upon and rested, within the New Testament the Spirit of the Lord dwells within us because of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

We don’t have to be fearful for God is our standard! He dwells within us and the Word reminds us that He is Jehovah Nissi (The Lord, our Banner/Protector). God is on the battlefield! Standing in front of us, protecting and allowing nothing to come near our dwelling! Saints, grab a-hold of this truth and hold onto it tightly, for it was hard in coming. God is our standard-bearer, protector, the one who goes before us in battle, against all has come and gone and against all that will surely come against us in the future. We face nothing alone. We must never, ever feel as if we stand against bills, people, job-issues, relationship problems, or children alone. God allowed them to come, but He also placed within us all we will need to get through. What did He place within us? His most Holy Spirit! 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints, Greeting in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Healing of the Body






April 11, 2007

Romans 12:5 says “… in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” When the human body is in poor health because a member (e.g., a limb or organ) of the body is ailing, the whole body suffers.  If the ailing part is not healed, the disease spreads and infects the entire body.  It is the same within the body of Christ … the Church.  Saints, the Church is in need of healing and deliverance today.  

Let’s look at what the word says about the body of Christ. We see in 1 Corinthians 12:27 that “[we] are the body of Christ, and each one of [us] is a part of it.” Saints, collectively we are the body of Christ and individually we are members.  We differ in our gifts, talents, and individual purpose but, we can not operate independently of the body! We must come together, be of one accord, and have a mind-set to do the work of the Lord by fulfilling the vision and purpose of the ministry in which we currently reside. We ought to represent the body of Christ through our behavior, attitude, and character and, most importantly, through the love we show one another. 

Perhaps, it is a sign of our times that despite the fact most of us profess our love for the Lord and attend church on a regular basis, we continue to do those things which are pleasing to us, but not, quite often, to God. Many of us have failed to make the transition into relationship with God, preferring instead to fulfill our own desires.  Saints, don’t you know that when we accept Christ Jesus with our heart, mind, and soul that we are transformed immediately? We are no longer servants of sin because “we have been set free from sin.”  Through Jesus Christ, we have become “servants of righteousness.” Romans 6:18.  We are now free to do those things that are pleasing to the Lord.

The body of Christ (Church) is, indeed, under attack by those who prefer to come in, cause division, and go along with all that is contrary to sound doctrine. Today, many of us carry past hurts, disappointments, jealousies, and unresolved issues with us as we sing on the choir, teach in our Sunday school classes, sing songs of praise, worship, and serve in one of the many ministries contained within the body of Christ.  A number of us do not want “to deal” with our issues and are sometimes unaware of our need for healing when we come into body of Christ.  What often happens is we, as members, infect the body because our psychological and spiritual ‘ailments’ are unhealed.  How do we do this, you ask?   A couple of fairly typical examples of how we can infect the body of Christ are in our attempts to tear down our brothers and sisters in Christ and our attempts to sow seeds of discord when we try to tear down everything a ministry tries to do in the name of the Lord.   These types of behaviors and infect a church quickly and thoroughly.  Remember, the Word tells us, “… a little yeast, works through the whole batch of dough” 1 Corinthians 5:6.

Jude 1:4 put it this way: “certain men [and women], whose condemnation was written about long ago, have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men [and women], who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”  These brothers or sisters may be unnoticed at first, but where there is no change of heart; a man’s true color will eventually show through. Where there is no relationship and no connection to the Father, there will be a revealing of some type of corruption in due time. Either by word, deed or behavior, these deceivers will show themselves. The question is can healing within the body of Christ take place in these cases?  Saints, our brother Paul said these words, “for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”  Romans 1:16. The gospel is the antidote for healing the body!  It is the power of God to bring us to salvation. It can bring about a change we humans can never achieve by simply giving our advice. 

We must begin to use what God has given us to instruct, inspire, and encourage our brothers and sisters. Saints, we have the power but we fail to utilize what God has given us -- choosing instead to turn the other way or act as if the responsibility is not ours. The Word of God says, “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.”  Romans 15:1. We have a charge from our Lord to not attack, but to bear. Saints, as soon as we agree to disagree with the Word of God we set ourselves up for all sorts of attacks -- verbal, mental, and spiritual. But the Word of God tells us in Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon that is formed against [us] shall prosper.”  Further, Psalms 144:2 reminds us that God is “…[our] goodness, and [our] fortress, [our] high tower, and [our] deliverer; [our] shield, and [it is] he in whom [we] trust.” Many of us choose to walk after righteousness and in the Spirit; we not fulfilled by the lusts of the flesh.  Others of us choose to hold onto those ‘strongholds’ – the so-called survival habits formed over a lifetime.  We have developed and nourished them by thinking those things that are contrary to the Word of God, and by living carnal lives!

The healing of the body of Christ depends on those of us who are strong and who are willing to do what God has called each of us to do. Pray without ceasing and always be immersed in the work of the Lord. Never get tired of doing well for the body of Christ.  It is in need of healing and we who are Spirit-filled must restore it with spirits of humility and gentleness!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints! Truly, God is revealing and all we have to do is stand to receive!

Within Sin







April 12, 2007

Jesus said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone.” John 8:7.  I thought maybe I was the only person who had ever made a mistake; the only one who had sinned against God. You intimidated me with your air of ‘spiritual’ superiority and your ability to quote ‘chapter and verse’ the very words that always seemed to reveal my supposed unworthiness.  You made me believe that I was the worst person on earth; that I had committed the unforgivable sin.  Oh, but all praise be to the Lord, Jesus Christ!  For I now know in my heart, in my mind, and in my spirit that it is God who justifies, pardons, forgives and loves unconditionally.  So please, you who are without sin … go ahead, toss the first word against me or deliver the first blow upon my character.

Let us Thank God for remembering our sins no more. I heard the Word of God say in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  I am forgiven, but you want to throw ‘stones’ of guilt when there is none;  you want to toss thoughts of dejection and rejection at me; and you try to ensnare me with your deceit.  Go ahead!  But I tell you, it is God who justifies … not you!  It is God who has the power to set me free … not you!  And, most assuredly, it is God who brings me into everlasting light … not you!  “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

Saints, as hard as it may be to believe, some people will try to set you up to be ‘stoned’.  Their own belief systems are full of inconsistencies.  They desperately want to hide their own sin, so they attempt to destroy someone else in order to deflect attention away from their own guilt and shame.

There are some people who hold onto hurts for 10, 20 and even 30 years.  They’re unable to let go and lay their hurt and anger at the feet of the throne of God. Why? Believe it or not, some people actually become so used to living with their pain, they have transformed the hurt and pain into ‘strongholds’ or defense mechanisms they use to hide behind.  They can’t imagine being free of the hurt, and they don’t want to welcome the change. They think they’re in control and believe that “letting go” of their hurt and pain will mean relinquishing that control. 

Why must we be the objects of the pain, hurt, and unresolved issues of our brothers or sisters?  I’ll tell you why, Saints, “the thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy.” John 10:10.  When we are living right, following after righteousness, and walking in the purpose and plan God has “willed” for our lives, then we are fair game for the enemy. The enemy comes on strong when we are doing right and will use all his devices against us. There’s no reason for him to “mess with us” if we are aiding and abetting him by tearing down our brethren.  And we are no threat to him if we simply sit silently and passively in the “comfortable pew” and do nothing to live our lives according to the will of God.

Jesus said, “He who is without sin.” None of us are without sin, but it is easier for some to draw attention away from themselves by focusing attention on a true child of God. Only Christ Jesus was without sin and because of this He was offered up for our sins! Saints, many of us must get to a place in God where we trust Him fully with our own sins – past, present, and future. The Word of God reminds us that, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.  But some of our brethren only want to focus attention on the sins of others because they do not want (or don’t know how) to deal with the sin in their own lives. Saints, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:10. None of us are righteous unless we are looking through our own mirror. God’s mercies are renewed each day because we are continually under attack by the enemy, people and, yes, sometimes, even by ourselves. We must understand that none of us are perfect, we make mistakes and those mistakes are object lessons so that we may learn to not walk down the same paths and commit the same sin over and over again.

We live to please and glorify God by walking in the purpose and plan He has for our life. If we trust and believe the very Word of God and do those things which are pleasing to Him and not to man, all things, Saints, will work for our good. Those who believe they are without sin and are above reproach “will soon be cut down like the grass, and wither like green plants…” Psalms 37:2, because, “there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.” Luke 12:2.  But we, who are sometimes set up for the tossing of stones, must remember that “If [we] are being reproached [or insulted] because of the name of Christ, [we] are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon us.” 1 Peter 4:14 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
Good Morning Saints of the Most High God!!

Prayer Changes Things





April 13, 2007

Have you ever heard “prayer changes things?” The bible tells us to “pray without ceasing” 1 Thessalonians 5:17. Pray without ceasing? Saints, does prayer change things or, better yet, do you get answers to prayers you have offered up in the name of Jesus Christ? The bible also tells us, “All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 21:22.  “Hmmm, I am to receive all things I ask for in prayer?”  Beyond doubt the Word of God is truth, but you may be thinking, “I’m always praying but nothing ever seems to change, as a matter of fact they get worse.”

Have you ever been in a situation where things have truly gotten worse instead of getting better even after you labored in prayer about the situation? Many of us can answer, “Yes!” to this question.  I remember in 2004 my uncle was hit by a car while riding his bike and was left in critical condition. I prayed and believed that God was going to heal and deliver him. Every time I went to the hospital he was getting worse, but I believed God was able and that He was going to heal him. I believed that one day, when I walked into his intensive care room he wouldn’t be there because he would have come out of his coma, be miraculously healed, and placed on one of the step down units. Well, that didn’t happen.  Instead we received a call informing us not that he had gotten better and had been moved, but that he had died without ever waking up.  He was only 42 years old. 

Why had God tricked me into believing that all I had to do was pray without ceasing, and that all my requests would be answered? I was devastated and could not bring myself to pray because I was very angry with God. I had done all He said, yet he deserted me when I needed Him to show up the most. What had I done wrong? 

Saints, I did nothing wrong.  I was simply mistaken in my understanding of the Word. I realized that I only wanted what I wanted. I never surrendered to what the “will” of God was for my uncle. I wanted my uncle to live because I had prayed for him. I, I, I … that is all I was focused on at the time. I never thought to ask God what He wanted nor did I think I would have to accept His “will.”

When we come to God, we relinquish all of what we know and how we used to do things because we come to understand that our ways are not Gods ways and our thoughts are not His thoughts.  God answers prayer according to the “will”, purpose, and plan He has for our life, and those who you may be praying for at the time.  God is sovereign and we aren’t to question His motives for doing things, only know that all things work for our good.  Simply put, God answers our prayers in His way, in His time, and according to His will for our lives! Our part in prayer is to offer up the prayer and accept the answer for truly the prayer is answered if we are not asking incorrectly.

Can you accept that your prayers are, indeed, answered when you pray in alignment with the “will” of God?  If I pray for healing for someone, I know that God is able, so did Daniel and his friends when they said to King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 3:17, “if it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.” Saints we have to understand within our heart that God is able to do all things – the only thing He cannot do is fail!   You must understand that when you lift up your prayer -- the one you may have been praying for so long -- you must trust and believe God for who He is! He is able to do exceeding and abundantly more than you can ask or think! Daniel and his friends said, “If it be so...”  That is, if God wills, it can be done! Why? Because God is able! They knew that God was able to deliver them, if it was His “will” to do so. Some of us don’t really believe that God is able.  Some people think that God is supposed to do this or that because that is what He said. You are only half right. You must believe today that God is able and if your prayers aren’t answered the way you expect, that’s okay because you believe the word of God which says, “All things work for our good.” Romans 8:28. Saints get to know the “will” God has for your life. 

Remember our brother David and how he ran from Saul even though he was anointed to be King. David knew the “will” God had for his life because when he was very young he was anointed by the prophet Samuel. 1 Samuel 16:13.  David ran for his life from the very man who praised and encouraged him! 1 Samuel 17, 18 and 19. The very man who took him under his wing and into his house, David was on the run for years. During that time David continually prayed not just for himself but for Saul as well. It seemed as though his prayer went unanswered since he continued to run for his life. But what was God’s purpose and plan for David’s life? David had to learn the some things, and you and I have to learn them as well. Our prayers must align with the purpose, plan, and “will” God has for our lives.  What do you think is happening while we wait on the answer to our prayer?  Saints, it’s the same thing that happened to David -- God was in the middle of everything David was going through, strengthening his heart and moving him into the proper position for David to serve the purpose and plan He had for his life!  To be King!!! 

If God doesn’t answer our prayer in the way we think He should, does that mean our prayers have gone unanswered?  If God doesn’t answer as quickly as we think He should, does that mean He won’t answer? Saints, the Word of God says, “Every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; and to him that knocks it shall be opened.” Matthew 7:8.  Are we asking incorrectly? Are we not exercising the measure of faith that has been given to each of us? I hear the Spirit saying many of you are not asking in faith and not really believing that God is able to do what you are asking.  Remember the Word of God instructs us to come believing that He is able and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him. Saints, in Luke 18:1 Jesus told His disciples that “they should always pray and not give up.”   We must believe God to the fullest extent, not because of what we believe He ought to do, but because of what we believe He is able to do! As you seek to find the “will” of God for your life, don’t give up, and align your prayers toward that purpose. Believe, today, that God is able and that your prayers, if not asked incorrectly, are being answered!!!!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
 Good Morning Saints! God is … so you and I are!

 

Warfare in the Spiritual Realm




April 16, 2007

 

The victory in spiritual warfare lies in your faith and your ability to stand in spite of what you see, hear, and feel! What exactly is “Warfare?” Webster’s gives this definition: armed conflict between two massed enemies, vicious and unrelenting, between competitors. 

 

Saints, we are in constant conflict with both the enemy and ourselves. God wants us to understand, today, that our conflict or warfare is not our own. The battle we know does not belong to us but instead to the Lord. 2 Chronicles 20:15. Actually, it is a battle that has been in progress since long before you were born. Saints, if God fights our battles why do we become discouraged about what people are doing against us?  Why are we dismayed by the accusations they throw out against us?  Why is our emotional, and sometimes even physical, pain so deep over the things they do as they attempt to destroy us?  God said, do not be dismayed or afraid for your fear brings strength to your enemies!  It is your faith which activates power, the power to bring down all power from above. You tie the hands of God when you operate in fear and trembling or when you doubt. God is continually telling us to have courage.  When we stand in courage, we operate in the authority we have been given to “call those things into being that do not exist.”  Victory is truly ours if we believe and have faith. 

 

Saints, in 1 Timothy 1:18, 19 Paul told Timothy that in order to “fight the good fight [we] must hold on to faith and good conscience.” “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.” 2 Corinthians 10:4. Where does the battle take place? In our minds! We rage against thoughts and vivid imaginings that are contrary to the very Word of God. What is sin?  Saints, look to James 1:14-15, “each one [of us] is tempted by [our] own evil desire and [we are] dragged away and enticed.  Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full grown, gives birth to death.”  Paul wanted Timothy to walk not by sight but by the faith he had within him. Each of us has a measure of faith and that measure (known quantity) is fortified, and can grow, by mediating on the Word of God. 

 

At this very moment, any one of us may be dealing with something unexplainable going on within our mind. Thoughts we try to ignore keep coming back, assaulting our minds time and time again. We may see mental images we’re embarrassed to even talk about, and we don’t understand why they keep coming up in our minds. Saints, spiritual warfare is a struggling, you are struggling against the adversary but, be of good cheer, we never go into battle alone.  We are not alone even when it feels as if there is no hope and we are physically standing alone. We must operate in the Spiritual realm because we are fighting against something that is not flesh and blood, but spirit.  How can we come against our adversary with guns, screams, tears, and other tangible weapons? We must touch and agree with God, and understand the battle begins when we move in faith because that is when we motivate our Father to move on our behalf!!  In the Name of Jesus Christ, we have the ability to cast out every vivid image and any thing that tries to exalt itself against God.  Why, because the weapons of our warfare are not temporal, but mighty through God. 

In Luke 22:31-32, the Lord said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Saints, we have a high priest who was tempted in all ways just as we are, but He remained without sin. We have an advocate who sits on the right hand of God making intercession for us! Don’t give up; for the battle is not ours … it belongs to the Lord! 
Someone is struggling with thoughts and imaginings. You don’t know what to do or where to go. God is saying to you, turn away from what you’ve been used to doing, today, and “lean not to your own understanding, but in all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths”. You need to get engrossed in the Lord today. Stay under the Word of God; go to church and to bible study. You must stay connected, for the devil is seeking to destroy you by thoughts, and imaginings that are contrary to God. You are surrounded by evil because you have not cleaned house! The people you hang around, the places you go, the things you still accept -- you know they are all against God and His ways. Wake up!  It will only get worse.

Jesus said in Matthew 12:43-45, “when an unclean spirit is gone out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’…”   Saints, what I’m talking about here is this … once we are saved and delivered, we must stay connected with God and His people. We can’t accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior one day and the next day go back to doing what we were accustomed to doing. There has to be a change, otherwise what we’ve been delivered from, can come back.  And if it comes back, it won’t be as it was before, but will be worse than before.  We must stay connected to be able to stand in the midst of spiritual warfare!
Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be free
Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
www.godswordspoken.com
 

 

 

 

Tonya Jones
President
God's Word of Encouragement Ministries
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Good Morning Saints, Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The Call







April 17, 2007

Saints, I believe that we each have a call placed upon our life. We have been called forth to do the unordinary and to accomplish the extraordinary; for “God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.”1 Corinthians 1:27. I Thank God that I have answered the call to do that which I would have thought impossible! Who me? 

You must understand, today, you are not what many have labeled you to be. You are much, much more.  When you submit your all to Him, God, and only God, can help you identify who you really are.  You must submit all your fears, worries, doubts and, most importantly, your own thoughts, dreams, and perceptions of who you are. God created each of us; He is our creator, Lord, Father, King, and High Priest. “We are the clay, and [He] is the potter; and we all are the work of [His] hand.” Isaiah 64:8.  Saints, in Romans 9:21, the question was asked, “Hath not the potter power over the clay?”  How can we say to our Creator, the one who holds the power over us that “we know what we’re doing and where we want to go?” If we are the work of His hand, Saints, we must acknowledge that we can do nothing by ourselves, but we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. Our very destiny and our very purpose lie in the hands of God.  And why we are upon this earth lies in our commitment to seek God. The Word tells us, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge…” Proverbs 1:7. If you are seeking to know why you are here, what your purpose is, and what you should be doing, you have to begin to reverence God.  How do you revere God?  You begin by acknowledging that God is and you are, and if you can get to the point where you acknowledge God for all things in your life whether good or bad -- even your very existence -- you will begin to understand your purpose. We begin to show reverence for God by getting to know who God is through His Word.   

Your purpose is much greater than getting up, going to work, fixing dinner, dropping off the kids, making sure your husband or wife is taken care of and all the other duties we carry out on a given day. Set your heart to believe that nothing is impossible for you to achieve when you believe and revere the very Word of God which tells us, “All things all possible to them that believe!” Mark 9:23. You will know that God is Lord of your life. 

A call is a summons, a specific summons, for you to come into the realization of what God has placed within you to accomplish -- according to His plan -- for your life. Many of us hear the call very clearly; for others, the call is muffled by their own selfish agendas. Remember our brother Samuel? The Lord called him three times and only on the fourth call did Samuel realize it was truly the Lord calling him. The call was specific and direct. 1 Samuel 3:4. Understand that when God calls you, even in these days, it is a specific and direct call to you, for God has a specific plan for your life. God called to Samuel by name. We know that if God had just called out, “Come!” everyone would have answered for the power of the Word of God is that awesome! Saints, God knows you by name!   God knows you because He created you. You were “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Psalms 139:14. God makes no mistakes, so please stop relying on that same old excuse as to why you are where you are and who you are today. You can’t imagine what God has in store for your life.  The Word of the Lord tells us, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9. Saints, to hear the call you must set your heart to love God!  Samuel didn’t get a call from God for nothing!  As a child, “Samuel ministered unto the LORD under Eli.” 1 Samuel 3:1.  His heart was set to mind the things of the Lord.  If you want to know your purpose in God, then you must set your heart to mind the things of the Lord. 

Samuel answered the call, but it was not the kind of call you and I normally imagine when we think of someone receiving a call from God.  It was a call to order of sorts, a summons to do a work that God had pre-ordained for Samuel. It was time for Samuel to begin to walk in his God-ordained purpose. Saints, God is calling you today; it is time you begin to walk in your purpose! Too long have you been sitting with expectations and no direction. You have a yearning to do something not of this world but greater. God has placed within us a desire to do more, to expect more, and to be more. You may feel that something is missing.  Saints, we were not created to live outside of the “will” of God. God created us for a specific purpose and until we begin to identify with that purpose, we will never feel complete. In order for you to identify with that purpose, you must set your heart to reverence – love, worship and fear -- God.  Just think each of us has a duty, a call, and a purpose to do the “will” of the Lord. At the very moment of the call you will be introduced to your purpose. 

Saints, God has a purpose for doing all things. You are an important part of His plan.   God’s Word says even of Pharaoh, “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show forth My power and that My name might be declared throughout all the earth.” Romans 9:17.  You and I have been chosen to show forth the power of God, for God dwells within us! We show forth His power by identifying our purpose to do the “will” of the Lord. We have been raised up for a purpose; but we can only identify our purpose when we acknowledge God and reverence Him alone. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com


Good Morning Saints! God is moving and we must stay on board!

Stop!








April 18, 2007

Jesus began his ministry by saying; “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 3:2.   Let’s look at this word, ‘repent’.  We are so used to thinking about the word in a one dimensional manner … to be sorry.  But so often after we say, “Sorry!” we continue on in the same manner as if nothing ever happened.  You need to know that the word ‘repent’ is multifaceted and has much deeper meaning. I’m here to tell you, on this day, that ‘repent’ also means that you and I must come to that point in our lives where we STOP -- take a step or two back and begin to feel such deep-seated regret for our past conduct that we change our minds regarding it.

That’s right, Saints, we’ve got to STOP!  Stop what we’ve been doing, and stop the ways in which we’ve been thinking. We’ve got to make a change … for the Kingdom of heaven truly is at hand!  We’ve got to come to a halt, recognize where we are and identify where we want to go. The Kingdom of Heaven, the power of God on earth is here, now, to work out what we’ve been thinking and feeling is unworkable! The power of God to do, change, heal, set free and deliver … it’s here, it’s now, and He is waiting for you! 

Saints, Jesus – God and man – came in the flesh to set free, heal, deliver, and to bring us into relationship with the Father, through His sacrificial death. The Word tells us, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 

Okay, have you ever been told to “Stop?” I mean has anyone said to you, “Just stop?” Saints, is that an easy thing to do? You may have been doing something for years and all of a sudden someone tells you to, “Just stop!”  What if you were addicted to drugs, alcohol, sex, cigarettes or any of the other addictions many of us fall victim to? Can you just “Stop?”  Well, what if I told you that you can just “Stop?”

I know you’re thinking, “Girl, you have NO idea what I am struggling with.” Yes, that’s true – but God knows and if God knows, then no one else has to know because it is He who has the power to deliver you. I never take it for granted that all I have to do is say, “God can help you,” “God can deliver you,” or “God can do this or do that.”  If all you take away is just a belief that “God can,” but never have an understanding of how “God can,” then what good have I or anyone else done for you? 

Jesus came with a message, and that message was clear and precise. There needed to be repentance before the acceptance (the power to stop). Saints, if Jesus spoke “repent”, then we must understand, today, that it is possible for one to just “Stop.” The Spirit of the Lord is in our midst and God is able to do what we don’t have the power to do on our own. We can come out and stop doing those things which are against the very will of God for our lives.  Saints, we have the power if we come in repentance to Jesus who died for our sins and who has the power to cleanse us from all our sins! Jesus died for our present, past, and future sins. You can change, but only if you believe what the Word of God says. 

How do we repent? We come to a realization that what we may be doing at this time in our life is not the way of God; that it is against the very commandments and statues of our Lord. What we think is okay and acceptable is, quite often, not okay with God. Repentance comes through faith, and “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” Romans 10:17.  How can we repent if we have not heard what God is able to do in our lives?  He is able to set our hearts and minds to “Stop.” He is able to stop what we have become accustomed to doing. Jesus spoke only that which His Father “willed” Him to speak. Through obedience, Jesus did what no human could possibly do. He sacrificed Himself that we may be free! Saints, that is free from the penalty of practicing sin. We are free, but many of us continue to live as though we are chained. Jesus broke all the power of the enemy over our lives, but many of us are still walking in darkness fulfilling the lusts of our flesh because we have not submitted to hearing what “saith the Lord!” 

Jesus’ ministry was teaching in the synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom, Matthew 4:23.  He was spreading the message of the gospel (good news) that through Him we can be saved and subsequently delivered from whatever is binding us. 

So, yes, we can stop – but only if we have faith and believe that Jesus is the only way to the Father and the only “door” which leads to our ability to “Stop.” We must accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. He is Lord, not us and certainly not those things to which we have given control of ourselves. He is able to save us because He is the Savior. “Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life: no man can come unto the Father, but by him.” John 14:6.  

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com


 

Good Morning Saints! God is good and all you have to do is trust Him fully!!!

Pressure Leads to Success





April 19, 2007

Saints, have you ever experienced pressure beyond measure? Pressure is that state of feeling pressed or compressed and oppressed.  It is the harassment of daily life. Have you ever wondered why God would allow such pressure to come upon you? Does God make mistakes? 

First, the Word of God reminds us, “the thoughts that God has toward us are more then can be numbered.” Psalms 40:5. Again in Psalms 139:17 the Word tells us, “how precious God’s thoughts are toward us, and great are the sum of them!” So Saints, yes God knows our thoughts and He makes no mistakes. The Word of God is powerful and precise.  When God speaks, He speaks only truth; therefore, no mistakes can be made because of His omnipotence. “Where the word of a king is, there is power…” Ecclesiastes 8:4 and “truly God is our King!”  The Word tells us He is “Lord of Lords and King of Kings.”  Revelations 19:16
So why does pressure come and feel as it is overtaking us?  Pressure forges our success! Under pressure, David was shaped and molded to be king.  Under pressure, and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul penned many powerful letters of instruction.  Under pressure, Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt. They succeeded in what God had planned and purposed for their lives? Why? Because they didn’t give up or into the pressure! They had faith and trusted in almighty God to deliver them and bring them to the place He wanted them. 

The word, Saints, is perseverance! Pressure may bring on difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. Moses was discouraged, disappointed, and angry at the sight of the children of Israel disobeying God. His anger brought about an action which caused him to throw the tablets containing the Ten Commandments down. These brothers, David, Paul and Moses, faced many pressures but success was the outcome!  This may be the day you feel you can’t take the pressure any longer, you are tired of the trials and tribulations -- but the word of God says, “count it all joy when ye fall into diverse temptations; … the trying of your faith works patience.” James 1:2-3. The ‘trying of your faith’ is working something in you that will enable you to be a success in what God has called you to do. Paul outlined all the things he faced on a daily basis in 2 Corinthians 11: 25-28. He understood what was important -- and it was not the pressure of the difficulties he was experiencing instead he “gloried in the things which concerned his infirmities.” 2 Corinthians 11:30
Saints, what is important today? Those things you face each day that bring on the pressure, or the outcome if you stay encouraged and trust God through it all? The Word of God says, “blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried (oppressed, compressed), he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” James 1:12. Saints we face various degrees of pressure each day we open our eyes. It is the enemy’s job to oppress, compress and depress us because he knows that once we take our eyes off of God, we are fair game. Peter asked Jesus if he could come to him as Jesus walked on water toward their anchored boat. Jesus simply said, “Come.” Matthew 14:29. We all know what happened when Peter stepped out of the boat; he walked on the water toward Jesus. Peter had his eyes fixed on Jesus in order for him to walk on the water. But, then he felt the strong wind, he became afraid.  He began to sink, and cried out, saying, “Lord, save me.” Saints, we must not take our eyes off of God for a second! We must be fixed on Him in the midst of pressure! 

Our hearts and minds must be set on trusting God and knowing that all things are working toward our good even when the pressure gets so strong and weighs our spirits down so much that we began to wonder just “where is God.”  Be assured that God is right by our side because the Word tells us that “He will never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5
In order to remain stress free, we must utilize the Keys of the Kingdom to “loose and to bind.” We have to bind our “will” to that of God’s. We must bind our very actions, attitudes, and behaviors to that of Christ Jesus, and loose all that is contrary to the very Word of God! Stress limits what we can do in God.  It redirects us back to ourselves and to the situation we are currently facing. Pressure brings about success, and directs us to keep trusting God in spite of the situation.  If we didn’t have pressure we would not know the blessedness of success. We would not be able to appreciate nor recognize it when it comes. Saints, when God has tried us, by pressure, “we shall come forth as gold.” Job 23:10. What better example than that of our brother Job.  He was under much pressure; he was being oppressed and compressed. His friends, his very wife, his situation all to a natural (void of spiritual understanding) person would warrant him giving up and in. But Job held tight to the very promises of God, in all that he faced.  Job did not sin, nor did he charge God foolishly; Job 1:22. Like Job, we should never blame God or look to Him as the reason why we are going through various pressures; but we must, with faith, understand that even our pressures led to our success! We must have confidence that God is able to use even the pressures of life to bring us into a position to bring glory to His name!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com
God is able!

Healing
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Saints, how do we obtain healing? Many walk around broken, walk into relationships broken and function, everyday, with hurts and pains they have never even acknowledged much less, dealt with on any level. Healing takes place when first we have a realization that there is a need for healing.  Secondly, we must acknowledge that we can receive healing.  And ultimately, we must actively participate in obtaining the healing. We have to get to that place where we can release the hurt and pain, yet not find it necessary to receive anything back in the form of apology or other heartfelt acknowledgement of our pain. It doesn’t matter how the other person responds. We trust God and receive from Him all we need to move on!

Saints, have you ever gone to a brother or sister who offended you?  Have you swallowed your pride and gone to that person in a spirit of love no matter how much they hurt or offended you?  I hear you asking, “Why would I want to do that?”  Why?  Because it is necessary in order for you to be set free of the issues you face in your life.  You must empty yourself of the hurt which, when fueled by your anger, has the power to hinder your spiritual growth in God.  If your brother or sister is spiritually hungry or thirsty, his/her capacity to hurt you and others may very well be related to the fact that he/she is hurting, angry, confused, or lost.  And what he/she is projecting through his/her mistreatment of you is only a cry for help. The Word of God says if you humble yourself and do what God has called you to do, it will be as if you were “heaping coals of fire upon [his/her] head, and the Lord will reward you.” Proverbs 25:22.  God is blessing and keeping you and you are freed from the hurt and pain resulting from the offense. 

Remember our brother Joseph? Now Joseph suffered much at the hands of his brothers; in their envy, they treated him harshly. Genesis Chapter 37 tells of how his brothers stripped him of his clothing, cast him into a pit where there was no water and, finally, sold him into slavery for twenty pieces of silver. Joseph eventually ended up in Egypt under the authority of Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.

Saints, can you begin to imagine the hurt, pain, shame, and unbelievable shock Joseph must have felt? What a realization, to know that your own brothers hated you so much they could do something so horrible to you. How many of you can relate to what Joseph’s brothers did to him?  How many of you have experienced this kind of pain from members of your family or from someone you thought loved you and was your friend?  But Saints, God used this very incident to place Joseph where He needed him to be so that he could and would be a blessing to those very brothers as well as the rest of his kinsmen. Joseph may have suffered, but he was part of a much larger plan. God used him to bring about a change in him, and to bring the children of Israel to a place of dependency upon God only.  

The Word reminds us that God will supply all our needs “according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19.  God supplied Joseph with all he would need to be sustained and to persevere in the midst of adversity. God brought him “out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set his feet upon a rock, and established his goings” in a foreign land. Psalms 40:2.  Saints, God wants to do the same for each of us, for the Lord is no respecter of persons. In the midst of our pain, God has moved upon our hearts to comfort and lift us. God is a God of comfort and His peace surpasses all understanding.  Joseph learned obedience because he had to trust God in the midst of his pain. He learned how to be humble and, most importantly, how to trust in God only.  He went from the pit to the palace because he didn’t look at his situation as if it were the end but, rather, a beginning.  Saints, when we are hurt we must understand that the pain may, indeed, be terrible for a while, but God is able to heal and bring us to a new place. 

Joseph was healed and brought to a new place. He learned something from what he experienced, and this is what many of us miss. The lesson!  See, you may have experienced hurt at the hands of your family members or other loved ones, but the Word of God says, “Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap.” Galatians 6:7. Our part, as it was Joseph’s, is to trust God in the midst of whatever we suffer.  Shake loose the hurt and pain and give it to God for God says, “cast all your cares upon me for I care for you.” 1 Peter 5:7.

God provided the opportunity for Joseph to not only be a blessing to his kinsmen but also to his very brothers! God had established Joseph in such a way that people from all over could come to him to buy food during a great famine which spread across the neighboring lands. Joseph, Saints, was set in a position of authority all because he sought God for healing of the hurt and pain he suffered as a young boy. He didn’t hold onto the pain and allow it to fester, take hold of his emotions and eventually manifest itself in his behavior. We must go to God, because God is able to give us what we seek.  God can fill the void and bring us to a place where, like our brother Joseph, we can say to those who’ve caused us so much pain, do not “grieve, nor be angry with yourselves, that you sold me unto a foreign land: for God did send me before you to preserve life.” Genesis 45:5.  We will be able to say to our offender, with the peace of God dwelling in our hearts, “be not grieved for I love you.”

God is love and the spirit of the Lord dwells within us so that we are able to operate in the power of the love of God! Saints, some of us are where we are, not because of what others have done to us, but because God wanted us to be here so that we may walk in the purpose and plan He has for our lives! God is in control of all things! The hurt and pain we may have suffered has brought us to a place, a place of such power and authority that we can not hold anything against our brother or sister so that true healing may take place. The power and authority to love unconditionally can only be obtained, if we have a relationship with God by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. Remember, Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life!” The Word reminds us that “no [one] cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus

Tonya Jones

www.godswordspoken.com

God Bless Saints, remain encouraged for man can not take what God has given.

Joined
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1 Corinthians 6:17 tells us, “But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” I would like to know how we join together with the Lord and become one spirit. We know that we were created by God and that we are His children. The spirit of the Lord dwells within us 1 Corinthians 3:16. But, Saints, how do we become one spirit? 

Truly, we must get to a place where we understand that “all is vanity.” Ecclesiastes 1:2. Saints, there is nothing new under the sun. Those who are in Christ have been brought to the light. When we accept Jesus Christ into our hearts, only those things of God should be important. Those things that are of God must become our priority. Our concern and desire is to live a life that is pleasing to God not man, being confident that as “we draw nearer to the Lord He will draw nearer to us.” James 4:8
We read in Genesis 2:24 that a man and woman shall become one flesh. Saints “One Flesh” means when operating as husband and wife we do so as a single unit -- in a spirit of oneness. Once joined, we understand that we can not operate as if one person is in control.  Instead, we rely on each other and the marital unit operates as one. We must have one mindset and have a sincere desire to work as one accord to fulfill the “will” of God and not our own. It is the same when we come to the Lord.  We must understand that we are no longer making decisions based upon our own selfish desires or on what we’ve “always done” because that’s what our parents taught us or, we believe, society expects. 

Jesus said in John 10:30, “I and my Father are one.” Saints, we have the ability, the power to become one with the Lord. Jesus’ desire was to do the “will” of His Father. He was not about his own agenda but only fulfilling the plan of God. God rewarded His faithfulness and obedience by never leaving His side, and by bestowing upon Him all power and authority. God, Saints, wants to do the same for us. Jesus operated in the power and authority of Almighty God through which power He healed, delivered, and set free those held captives by the enemy. Jesus said, “He that believes on me, the works that I do, he shall do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” John 14:12. When we are joined through personal dedication to do the “will” of God, God will move in miraculous ways to strengthen us so that we won’t even have the desire to sin any more. Our only desire is to do what God desires us to do. 

Becoming one with God is a process.  We know that the Spirit of the Lord dwells within us from the time we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. When we come, we give up what we know, how we used to do things, and the desires we may have had for our lives. Why? Because God is in control of all things, even our very steps for “the steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delights in his way.” Psalms 37:23.  Saints, God is pleased, delighted when we walk in the Spirit and that we do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

When we set our hearts on spiritual things and begin to live a life which is pleasing to God, we aren’t concerned with secular things -- those things of the world which do not align with the things of the Lord. It is essential when desiring to be joined as one Spirit with the Lord that we “forget those things which are behind, and reach for those thing which are before” us Philippians 3:13. To be joined in one spirit with the Lord is to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, for the mind of God is only known by His Spirit and His Spirit is given through Jesus Christ. We have received the Spirit of God that we may know the things which are freely given to us of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:12. We become one by touching and agreeing with the very purpose, plan, and “will” of God. God has a purpose and plan for our lives and only through Him, by joining in one Spirit, are we able to obtain all God has for us!

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus,

Tonya Jones

God is so good.  When in doubt, go to where you can be assured of the truth …The Word of God!

The Power of Delusion
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Have you ever told a lie and thought, “This one little ‘white lie’ won’t hurt anyone?  As a matter of fact, it might hurt his or her feelings if I told the truth!  Yeah, it’s okay this time.”  Did it ever occur to you that at some point in your life, one of your lies may have caused someone to make a life-altering decision based on your deceit?

If we think about why people lie and the kinds of lies people tell, we may be struck by how often the roots of the lie stem from unresolved issues in our past.  Many people walk around filled with wounds that are unhealed because the person has never honestly dealt with the issue.  Some people habitually lie to themselves and to others … not to hurt anyone, but in an attempt to build themselves up.  Still others consciously lie with the intent of inflicting pain on another person.  Why?  Sometimes it’s because they’re filled with envy or hatred. Sometimes it’s because of a need to ‘get even’ with somebody because they have been hurt somewhere along life’s journey.

What does the Word tell us about lies?  Proverbs 12:19 tells us that, “The truth shall be established forever:  but a lying tongue is but for a moment.”  In other words, lies are soon exposed.  Saints, are you aware that when we tell a lie we must be prepared to continue lying for an indefinite period of time?  A lie is never truly over, it may lie dormant, but sooner or later it will come back around to haunt us.  At that point, we must chose to either walk in the light of truth or strengthen the first lie with another.

Consider this -- many of us say we sometimes lie to “protect” someone, but Proverbs 26:28 tells us that, “a lying tongue hates its victims [and further] flattering words cause ruin.”  Bet you didn’t realize that flattering words, which are insincere thoughts or feelings, are just another form of lying.  Lying is delusional!  

Okay, so what is delusion and what does it have to do with lying? Delusion is a false belief, it is resistant to reason or confrontation with actual fact. Saints that is so powerful! Get a-hold of this truth -- many people are living under a strong delusion that began with a little lie! Delusion springs forth from a lying tongue that is spurred by hate, and those it sets out to destroy (reputation not physical) are crushed by the power hate is able to create. Just think, even after a delusion is broken because the truth is finally revealed and accepted, the person against whom the delusion was committed may still suffer from a damaged reputation. Can you imagine how difficult it must be to recover from the effects of a lie accepted by any number of reasonably intelligent people to the point where they fell under the spell of a powerful delusion?  You, the person who told the lie and God know that you are innocent, but how do you prove it to others?  Should you even bother trying to prove your innocence?  What’s more important, proving your innocence or the breaking the powerful hold of the delusion? I suspect they work hand in hand, but the goal should be to help those caught up in the delusion! The damage to someone’s reputation is done and only those who are spiritual will be able to stand with those whom the delusion was set against!

Remember the woman in Acts 16:16 who was possessed with a spirit of divination (the practice of attempting to foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge by occult or supernatural means)? She followed Paul and Silas around for three days professing to know whom they served. This woman made a great deal of money for her masters by soothsaying. They were all caught up in a powerful delusion.  When Paul rebuked the spirit and commanded it to come out of the woman in the name of Jesus Christ, her masters brought them before the magistrates. Paul and Silas were whipped and thrown into prison. All, for delivering the woman of the spirit which possessed her! Saints get a hold of that, these people were caught in such strong delusion that they were willing for this woman to be bound with an evil spirit! They refused truth because they were receiving something in return that satisfied their flesh! Many times we will remain in strong delusion because we don’t want to accept truth if it means we may have to give up our selfish beliefs and face the fact that we may have been wrong all along! 

Delusion is so strong at times that only by believing what the Word of God says can we discern the truth from the shadows of delusion. But there are some who are so deluded by falsehoods they become resistant to reason or truth. They refuse to draw near to the Lord that they may be able to discern truth.  They would rather believe a lie. The Word of God says he “will choose [your] delusions and bring on [your] fears because [you] failed to answer his call.” Isaiah 66:4. If we fail to adhere to the love of truth because we’d rather believe our friends or if we, like some, choose to believe the delusion simply because it sounds so good, then we must be willing to accept the consequences of our decision.  Know that God is saying to us today, “because [we] refused to receive the love of the truth that [we] might be saved for this cause God will send [us] strong delusion, that [we] should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Good Morning Saints! There is truly no searching of God’s understanding!

Is it of God?
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Saints, how do we know if something is from God or not? How can we be confident that God allowed various things to happen in our lives? I hear plenty of people make statements like, “If it did not come this way or that way, it couldn’t possibly be from God.” Do we, humans, control how or why God moves? People actually have the audacity to question if God is moving in your life! Why? Because they don’t know God and so can not trust what He is able to do.  

The Word of God tells us, “there is no searching of God’s understanding.” Isaiah 40:28. To state it more clearly, no human can measure the depths of His understanding.  We don’t know how God will move on any given situation that is why we’re consistently encouraged by the “Word” of God, to “Trust God.” We must as Proverbs 3:5 instructs us, “trust in the LORD with all our heart; and lean not on our own understanding.” If we begin to question God’s ability or the way He chooses to do things are we not questioning His very sovereignty?  We “cannot please God unless we have faith, and anyone who comes to God must believe that He is.” Hebrews 11:6.  When we trust in God, we can believe the unbelievable, the unexplainable, and the unheard of! Saints, we can’t figure God out for “the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God are too vast, his ways are past finding out.” Romans 11:33 Can you trust such a mighty God? That is the question you must ask of yourself!

“God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise.” 1 Corinthians 1:27. Those of us who are in Christ, and have established a relationship with God, should not be skeptical of those things which happen to us in our lives. There should not be any doubt that God is, indeed, operating for we have been given spiritual discernment to know the difference of good from evil. Those of us who have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior must get to a place in God where we have enough faith to believe that God is, indeed, able to do all things! We should not have to explain ourselves to people just because God has moved mightily upon our lives. People tend to shun those things they can not explain. You can’t explain God so why even try? God does not operate in the logical, but the illogical! Why? Because, as 1 Corinthians 1:20 tells us “God has made foolish the wisdom of this world” and the logic of the world is but foolishness to God. You can’t try to understand God with worldly knowledge! 

God separated the Red Sea so that the children of Israel could pass through; God feed them manna from heaven; God opened an ass’s mouth to speak to His servant Balaam. Saints, God has done some extraordinary things -- none of which you could possibly explain using the logic of our world. God told Abraham to take his son, the one whom the promises of God would flow through, to a place where he was asked to sacrifice him unto the Lord. Now, Saints, you know that if God requested the same thing of a brother or sister you know – that person would most probably call the police and have the ‘God’ locked up in a mental hospital, run His name through the mud, and probably refuse to speak to Him ever again. What did Abraham do? He trusted God and was all set to do the unthinkable! For this reason, God said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, seeing you did not withheld your son, your only son from me.” Genesis 22:12. Saints, Abraham feared the Lord -- that is, he reverenced and honored him. It didn’t matter what people thought, he was set to do the “will” of God. Abraham’s faith was rewarded with many blessings! 

God has done some things and asked some things that just can’t be explained.  So if you truly trust God and lean not to your own understanding why do you worry about what others will think? God commanded (it was not a request) Jeremiah “to not be dismayed at their faces.” Jeremiah 1:17 Look at the word ‘dismayed’.  It means a sudden loss of enthusiasm, courage or resolution. Saints, you can have a sudden or complete loss of courage in the face of people because the enemy will use them to try to derail you from doing what God has called you to do. God knows this, and that is why he tells us, “be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that goes with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Deuteronomy 31:6. 

So if God has lain on your heart to go to Africa, why haven’t you gone, is it because of what people are saying? If God has called you to preach, you can’t look at where you came from, or at the labels people have tied to you, nor can you question the validity of your calling just because you didn’t go to school. Saints, we have to stop living for people and have that same resolve to live and fulfill what God has commanded of us. If we were to begin to concentrate and use our energies to please God and doing His “will” instead of worrying about what people may think or what they will do, you will be blessed. We may suffer because of the call as a result of what people will try to do, but the Word of God says, in case you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, [you are] blessed (happy, to be envied). Do not dread or be afraid of their threats, nor be disturbed [by their opposition].1 Peter 3:14 (Amplified).  Saints you are blessed today don’t be afraid to step out and do what you have been called to do. Even if it means you have to leave a place of comfort, suffer the loss of those you thought were your friends, go into a foreign place, or begin new relationships with people you would have never looked at twice if it had not been for God. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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God Bless Saints! Worthy is the Lord and greatly to be praised!!! 

The Journey
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Saints, when does our journey in the Lord begin?  Is it when we accept the call of Our Lord … is that the pivotal moment?  Well, some of our journeys in the Lord began immediately following the audible voice of God. But in actuality each of our journeys began at the moment of conception. God said to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:5 “before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou came forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Our individual call and subsequent journey was set before we even came forth! 

We all have different life experiences before we come to the Lord. We fall into all kinds of temptations, and get caught up in things we often wish we had never started. But remember, what we have gone through in the past does not forge our destiny in God. All experience does is provide us with a solid testimony that has the ability to help someone else come to accept Jesus Christ as Lord of their life! We face many challenges in life and one of the biggest is the road which leads to truth. Matthew 22:14 tells us, “many are called, but few are chosen.” A universal call of the gospel of Jesus Christ goes out, but only a few are chosen to do a specific work. When our brother Moses died, God chose Joshua to finish the work Moses had begun. Saints, the call comes and the journey begins. 

Paul received a direct call from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to do a specific work. His call came on the road of Damascus when our Lord asked, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Acts 9:4  Paul’s journey followed shortly thereafter, but he began his journey toward the Lord from birth. He persecuted the church of God terribly, but God still chose him to do a specific work. Paul got to a place where “he considered everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.” Philippians 3:8 He set about to do what God had called him to do; yet the journey he was undertaking was not the focus.  Paul’s focus was on Jesus Christ and doing the will of the Lord!

Now Saints get this, Paul was on his way to Damascus with a letter to get approval to kill any and all Christians on sight.  But the Lord called him.  Paul answered God’s call and, as a result, his faith in who Christ Jesus was and in what He was able to do grew so much that he came to a place where his primary desire was to gain Christ and become one with Him.  With Christ Jesus as his focus, Paul discarded all of his worldly possessions and status and he considered those losses as “dung.” Philippians 3:8.  We, too, must get to a place where we forget our things, forget all that which is past stop worrying about what people think, and how they may react if they found out about our call.  We’ve got to stop trying to explain ourselves and what we are doing for the Lord. We must stop trying to live for the approval of people who are, themselves, in need of deliverance! Sometimes the journey gets a little lonely – sometimes, we can’t see anyone in sight to support us. But if we rely on God and His direction, we will find comfort during the hours of distress, loneliness, and despair that may occur. We must know in our hearts and in our spirits that God is with us; for His Word says, “he will never leave nor forsake us.” Saints, follow after righteousness and as you proceed on the journey God has set before you, remember to “Trust God” only -- for He is Lord and no other. 

Spiritual journeys can be filled with dangerous pitfalls just like any journey we take in a car, train or plane. We will sometimes question our very call because of the things we may have to suffer for the sake of the gospel.  Saints, God wants us understand, today, that our journey requires us to “seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God.” Colossians 3:1. Why? If our minds are focused on doing what we have been called to do, we won’t be easily sidetracked by the trials, tribulations, and challenges which will surely come. Paul said he was “under great pressure, far beyond [his] ability to endure, so that [he] despaired even of life.” 2 Corinthians 1:8. Saints, we will face many things on our journeys.  Some of things we will be called to face may cause us to want to just “give up.”  But we must remember that “we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.” Philippians 4:13.  God wants [us] to know that “no weapon that is formed against [us] shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise up in judgment against [us], [we] shall condemn.” Isaiah 54:17. 

We must also accept that we won’t have many friends because the Word tells us if we have many friends we must show ourselves to be friendly (spreading yourself thin), but there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24. Saints, a true friend loves at all times no matter what happens they show forth love and commitment to you even if you do something with which they do not agree.  It is best for us to not want to have many friends but, rather, let your heart’s desire be to have “a friend who loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17. 

Saints, in spite of all that Paul and his followers suffered for the sake of the gospel of Christ Jesus, God’s grace was sufficient for them, and is sufficient for all of us today! So even in the middle of the journey we are covered by the grace of God and His strength which “is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthian 12:9. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Failure to Utilize My Gift
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“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.” James 1:17 -- natural gifts and Spiritual gifts! Why do we fail to move out on those natural gifts God has given to us? Some of us are painters but refuse to paint; some of us are singers, but are afraid to open our mouths; we might be great speakers, but can’t stand to be in front of people.  I could go on and on about the many gifts and talents God has bestowed upon us that we refuse to accept or develop.  

Saints, did you know that God has given each of us specific natural gifts? Romans 11:29 (Amplified) says “the gifts of God are irrevocable” meaning that God never withdraws them once they are given.  He doesn’t change His mind about who He gives His grace to or to whom He sends His call.  Saints, God knows who we really are, and who we are destined to become through the utilization of our specific gifts! But what happens so many times is we get caught up in our own belief of who we are.  We need to understand that we are not who we think we are nor are we limited by what we believe we can or cannot do. God has placed something in us -- a desire to want to do more and to expect more -- but few of us fully develop or use our gifts because of our fears. We might have a great idea but can’t put it into action because the ridicule we suffered as a child has taught us it is painful to express original thoughts to others.  We may be fearful because of what other people have told us they think about us.  Or, we may be afraid to step out in faith because of what we think we see before us when we look at ourselves through the eyes of the natural world. But, Saints, the Word of God tells us “to walk by faith and not by sight!”

Many say, “I could never speak in front of a group of people;”  “I could never do that job;” “I could never leave the state and move away from all that is familiar to me;” and the list goes on and on.  How can we do anything if we never utilize the gifts God has given us and if we’ve never lived to our fullest potential? When we go before the Lord, “each of us will give an account” of all we have done in our lives Romans 14:12.  How will we feel if Almighty God has to show us what we could have accomplished had we just believed in our gifts and moved out in the faith which has been given to us? 

God has given us gifts and He has also given to each of us a measure of faith to fuel those gifts. You and I have a measure of faith which makes it possible, if we believe, to move out of our “comfort zone” and actually accomplish what we believe we can’t do. This measure of faith has the power to open up vast opportunities for us to prosper if only we will trust that God knows who we truly are because it was He who created us. “Faith without works is dead.” James 2:20. You can’t move in the realm of faith without doing the will of the Father.  If we can’t prevail against our own negative self-image as far as what we believe we can and cannot do, then it will be extremely difficult to successfully complete our journey with the Lord because we are unable to utilize the gifts and talents He has bestowed upon us.

Do you want to know what you’re capable of doing? Do you want to move out of your comfort zone and trust God fully for what you truly desire to do within your heart? Do you want to operate in the fullness of your specific gifts?  If the answer to any of these questions is “YES!” then you must be willing to believe what Jesus said in Mark 9:23, “if [you] can believe, all things are possible.” 

How many people do you know live life according to what others believe they can do or cannot do? They may be very talented and gifted, but because of what people have said, they don’t trust in their own ability. They accepted a teacher telling them, “You will never amount to anything;” they believed their parents when they said, “You are nothing;” they even believed in their own put downs. When we lack faith in ourselves or the gifts and faith given to us by God, our lives tend to be lived without much inner satisfaction even though we may own many, many desirable worldly things. We may also find ourselves living on the edge of depression without truly understanding why.  Without faith we become self-satisfied and accept the accumulation of worldly goods and wealth as the true measure of success, and we never fully operate at the level for which we were destined.  Imagine never knowing all that we might accomplish for the Glory of God until we are called to “give an account” of what we’ve done with our lives – when it is too late!

Saints, can you live with not fully operating in your gifts? God wants us to live a prosperous and abundant life! (But please, don’t measure the words “prosperous and abundant” only in terms of wealth and goods – it is far more than that!) How can we do this if we fail to operate fully in the gifts and talents God has given to us? The Word of God tells us, “…the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.” Proverbs 13:22. While we sit around whining about “if only” or doing that “woulda, coulda, shoulda” thing, daydreaming about what you would like to do, and where you would like to go -- someone out there is actually doing it and reaping the benefits … spiritual, emotional and, yes, sometimes financial as well! So, instead of just dreaming and talking about it, go and do something about it! Utilize your gifts and talents by knowing and believing who you are in God?  

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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Do you believe you can be prosperous? Is prosperity something God’s children can expect? Well, as with all questions and concerns involving truth, we must go directly to the very Word of God. 3 John 1:2 tells us, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way (in every way, in all respects) and [that your body] may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers.” God wants us to prosper in every way -- emotionally, spiritually, naturally, psychologically, physically, and financially. Saints how can we truly prosper if we only concentrate on one aspect of prosperity? Most of us only want to prosper financially.  Every day we hear some televangelist tell us that all we have to do is call it down, “Money come to me.” We’re told to “plant a seed here or there” and we are guaranteed financial prosperity! But what of living an all-encompassed prosperous life? You do this by walking in truth, and Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 

We can’t effectively minister to anyone if we are going through emotionally difficult times.  We can’t go out and preach and teach the Word if our bodies are physically afflicted.  We are unable to witness and share our testimonies if we have not allowed God to heal us psychologically.  We can’t even handle large amounts of money if we are unable to manage our present financial situation.  Saints, how can we receive the Spiritual when we are still dependent upon “milk” for nourishment, and are still walking around in a carnal (worldly) state of being? Paul told the church of Corinth, “I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready.” 1 Corinthian 3:2. Saints, we want to be prosperous but we don’t want to give up anything, and we surely don’t want to ‘go through’ anything. But how will we ever come to appreciate living a prosperous life if we don’t want to move out of our comfort zone? We can’t even believe in God for the healing we are in need of right now. We’re still living in the past, condemning ourselves for past behaviors and the things we’ve done wrong. 

When Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, he came to the land of Egypt and the word tells us in Genesis 39:2, “The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.” Many of our brothers in the Old and New Testament were blessed spiritually, emotionally, psychologically, financially, and physically. Blessed beyond measure and still they were required to experience various problems and have ‘ISSUES’.  What was the constant in their lives? God! Always they sought truth, and truth is found in God. God was their focus even through they may have sinned against God.  They knew how to worship and reverence God. They knew they had to deal with hurts and pains and sometimes they translated into fear and shame. God continually blessed and delivered them out of all the evil they faced. Even though Joseph suffered at times, he still remained obedient to God. God was in control of his destiny and sometimes, Saints, we have to go through some “stuff” in order to appreciate living a prosperous life. 

Ask yourself this question, “Am I considering entering into the service of the Lord God Almighty, in any capacity, because the lure of financial gain is so appealing?”  If any of us were able to answer, “Yes,” then we are missing the most important part of what God wants to do in our lives! God wants us to be prosperous in every area because He knows that if we are living a prosperous life then we are able to bless others and spread the gospel of Christ Jesus to the lost. We know the story of Joseph and how God set him up to be a blessing. He lived a prosperous life despite the fact that he also suffered.

Many of the children of Israel served God respectfully, and they reaped the benefits of living a prosperous life. They sought God first before making any decisions and God rewarded their obedience and faithfulness with much prosperity. The children of Israel were blessed with lands that God gave to them from His very hand. God, Saints, takes care of His children. The very lives of the children of Israel were a testament to others. Joseph’s life was a testament to others and God used them to bring favor to Joseph. God even used a harlot to be a blessing and to receive a blessing. Rahab a harlot of the city of Jericho, a land God promised to the children of Israel, said unto the men of Israel, “I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.” Joshua 2:9. Because she knew of the children of Israel’s God, she made a choice and decided to hide the two men from Israel who came to spy-out the land.  This choice brought a blessing upon her life and that of her household. She prospered as the country, she once called home, was taken by the children of Israel through the very hand of God. 

Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. Living an abundant life is to live a prosperous life. To prosper means: to be successful, to flourish, to be fortunate in the work of God.  We know this because Matthew 6:33 tells us, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” God will add those things which will help us survive in the natural world.  When we seek God for spiritual things, God will prosper us in both the spiritual and the natural worlds. God will bless our obedience -- that is the prosperity we ought to seek! We must walk in obedience to God in order to live a prosperous life. God’s desire for us, my brothers and sisters, is that we live a life that is prosperous, and that our prosperity is in great quantity. Okay, you say, “How do I acquire this prosperity?” How else, by trusting and accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Be Encouraged, Stay Encouraged, Be Free

Love your sister in Christ Jesus Tonya Jones
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